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PREFACE 


The third volume of the present series was published in 1940. 
The manuscript of the fourth volume was largely ready at that 
time and it would have been possible to send it for publication at 
least by 1942. But the second world-war commenced in 1939 and 
although the Cambridge University Press was prepared to accept 
the manuscript even during war-time, the despatch of the manu¬ 
script from Calcutta to Cambridge and the transmission of proofs 
to and fro between England and India appeared to me to be too 
risky. In 1945, after retiring from the Chair of Philosophy in the 
Calcutta University, I came to England. But shortly after my arrival 
here I fell ill, and it was during this period of illness that I revised 
the manuscript and offered it to the University Press. This explains 
the unexpected delay between the publication of the third volume 
and the present one. The promises held out in the preface to the 
third volume, regarding the subjects to be treated in the present 
volume, have been faithfully carried out. But I am not equally 
confident now about the prospects of bringing out the fifth volume. 

I am growing in age and have been in failing health for long years. 
The physical and mental strain of preparing a work of this nature 
and of seeing it through the Press is considerable, and I do not 
know if I shall be able to stand such a strain in future. But 1 am 
still collecting the materials for the fifth volume and hope that I 
may be able to see it published in my life-time. 

The present volume deals with the philosophy of the Bhdgavata - ) 
pur ana, the philosophy of Madhva and his followers, the philosophy j 
of Vallabha and the philosophy of the Gaudiya school of Vaisnavism. S 
So far as I know, nothing important has yet been published on the 
philosophy of the Bhdgavata-purana and that of Vallabha. Two 
important works by Mr Nagaraja Sarmaof Madras and by Professor 
Helmuth von Glasenapp on the philosophy of Madhva have been 
published in English and German respectively. But so far nothing 
has appeared about the philosophy of the great teachers of the 
Madhva school such as Jaya-tirtha and Vyasa-tlrtha. Very little is 
known about the great, controversy between the eminent followers 
of the Madhva school of thought and of the followers of the 



;ara school of Vedanta. In my opinion Jaya-tirtha and Vyasa- 
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tirtha present the highest dialectical skill in Indian thought. There 
is a general belief amongst many that monism of Sankara presents 
the final phase of Indian thought. The realistic and dualistic 
thought of the Samkhya and the yoga had undergone a compromise 
with monism both in the Puranas and in the hands of the later 
writers. But the readers of the present volume who will be intro¬ 
duced to the philosophy of Jaya-tirtha and particularly of Vyasa- 
tlrtha will realize the strength and uncompromising impressiveness 
of the dualistic position. The logical skill and depth of acute 
dialectical thinking shown by Vyasa-tirtha stands almost unrivalled 
in the whole field of Indian thought. Much more could have been 
written on the system of Madhva logic as explained in the Tarka- 
tandava of Vyasa-tirtha. In this great work Vyasa-tirtha has 
challenged almost every logical definition that appears in the 
Tattva-cintamani of Gangesa, which forms the bed-rock of the new 
school of Nyaya logic. But this could have been properly done 
only in a separate work on the Madhva logic. Of the controversy 
between the rnonists of the Sankara school and the dualists of the 
Madhva school, most people are ignorant of the Madhva side of 
the case, though there are many who may be familiar with the 
monistic point of view. It is hoped that the treatment of the 
philosophy of Madhva and his followers undertaken in the present 
volume will give new light to students of Indian thought and 
will present many new aspects of dialectical logic hitherto undis¬ 
covered in Indian or European thought. 

The treatment of the philosophy of Vallabha which is called 
visuddhadvaita or pure monism, presents a new aspect of monism 
and also gives us a philosophical analysis of the emotion of devotion. 
Though readers of Indian philosophy may be familiar with the 
name of Vallabha, there are but few who are acquainted with the 
important contributions of the members of his school. 

I have not devoted much space to the philosophy of the 
Bhagavata-purana. Much of its philosophical views had already 
been anticipated in the treatment of the Samkhya, yoga and the 
Vedanta. As regards the position of God and His relation to the 
world the outlook of the Bhagavata-purana is rather ambiguous. 
The Bhagavata-purana has therefore been referred to for support 
by the Madhvas, Vallabhas and thinkers of the Gaudiya school. 
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The Gaudiya school seems to make the Bhagavata-purana the 
fundamental source of its inspiration. 


The chief exponent of the Gaudiya school of thought is Caitanya. 
He, however, was a religious devotee and very little is known of his 
teachings. He did not produce any literary or philosophical work. 
But there were some excellent men of letters and philosophers 
among his disciples and their disciples. The treatment of the 
Gaudiya school of Vaisnavism thus gives a brief exposition of the 
views of Rupa GosvamI, Jlva GosvSmI and Baladeva Vidyabhusana, 
Dr S. K. De has contributed a number of important articles on the 
position of Jlva GosvamI, though it does not seem that he cared 
to put an emphasis on the philosophical perspective. 

In writing the present volume I have been able to use the huge 
amount of published materials in Sanskrit as well as a number of 
rare manuscripts which I collected from South India on my 
journeys there on various occasions. 

My best thanks are due to my old friend, Dr F. W. Thomas, 
who, in spite of his advanced age and many important pre¬ 
occupations, took the trouble to revise some portions of the manu¬ 
script and of revising and correcting the proofs, with so much care 
and industry. But for his help the imperfections of the present 
work would have been much greater. I also have to thank Dr E. J. 
Thomas for the many occasional helps that I received from him 
from the time of the first inception of the present series. My best 
thanks are also due to my wife, Mrs Surama Dasgupta, M.A., 
Ph.D. (Cal. et Cantab), Sastrl, for the constant help that I received 
from her in the writing of the book and also in many other works 
connected with its publication. I am also grateful to Dr Satindra 
Kumar Mukherjee, M.A., Ph.D., my former pupil, for the help 
that I received from him when I w*as preparing the manuscript 
some years ago. I wish also to thank the Syndics of the University 
Press for undertaking the publication of this volume at a time when 
the Press was handicapped by heavy pressure of work, and by 
great difficulties of production. 

SURENDRANATH DASGUPTA 

Trinity College , Cambridge 
August , 1948 
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CHAPTER XXIV 

THE BHAGA VA TA-PURANA 

The Bhagavata-purana. 

The Bhfigavata-purdna shares with the Bhagav ad-git a a unique 
position in the devotional literature of India. It cannot however 
claim the same antiquity: before the tenth century A.D. no references 
to it have been discovered by the present writer. Even Ramanuja 
(bom in a.d. 1017) n °t mentioned its name or made any 
quotations from it. But by the time of Madhva the work had become 
famous: one of the principal works of Madhva (thirteenth century 
a.d.) is called the BhdgnvataAdtparya , in which, he deals with the 
principal ideas of the Bhagavata-purdna , and lays emphasis on 
them so far as they support: ills views. The thoughts of the 
Bhdgavata-puraha are loftily poetic, but the style is more 
difficult. The present writer is of opinion that it must have been 
composed by a Southerner, as it makes references to the Xjvars, 
who have probably never been referred to by any writer in Northern 
or Upper India. The Bhdgavata-purdna, however, was so much 
appreciated that immediately commentaries were written upon it. 
Some of these commentaries are: 

Amrta-ranginl , Aimapnyd, Krma-padl, Caitanya-candrikd, Jaya- 
mangaldy Taltva-pradipikd , Tatparya-candrikd , Tatparya-dipika, 
Rhagavaltila-cintdmani , Rasa-manjari, Sukapaksiyd Prabodhini , a 
tikd by Janardana Bhatta, a tikd by Narahari, Prakasa by Srinivasa, 
Tattva-dipikd by Kalyana Raya, a ftkdby Krsna Bhatta, a tikd by 
Kaura Sadhu, a tikd by Gopala. Cakravarti, Arivaya-bodkini by 
Cudamani Cakravarti, Bhava-prakasikd by Narasimhacarya, a tikd 
by Yadupati, Subodhini by Vallabhacarya, Pada-ratnavali by 
Vijayadhvaja-tirtha, a tikd by Vitthala Dlksita, Sarartha-darsim by 
ViiSvanatha Cakravarti, a tikd by Visnusvamin, Bhagavaia-candrika 
by \%araghava, Bhdvdrtha-ddpikd. by Sivarama, Bhdvartha-dipikd 
by Sridhara-svami, Snelia-purani by Kesavadasa, a tikd by Srivasa- 
carya, a tikd by SatyabKinava-tJrtha, a tikd by Sudar^ana Suri, 
a tikd by Braja-bhusana, Bhdgavata-purdndrka-prabhd by Hari- 
bhanu, Bhdgavdta-piirdna-prathamd-iloka-tikd by Jayarama and 
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Madhusudana Sarasvatl, Pancama-skandha-tikd by Vallabhacarya, 
Subodhint by Balakrsna Yati, Vaisnava-tosim by Sanatana GosvamI, 
Budharanjim by Vasudeva, Nibandha-prakasa by Vitthala Dlksita, 
Anukramanika by Vallabhacarya, Ekadasa-skandha-tatparya-cand- 
rikd by Brahmananda, Anukramanika by Vopadeva. Many other 
works also have been written on the diverse subjects of the 
Bhdgavata-purdna and some have also summarized it. Some of 
these works are by Ramananda-tlrtha, Priyadasa, Visve^vara, 
Purusottama, Srmatha, Vrndavana GosvamI, Visnu Purl and 
Sanatana. 

Pharma. 

The word dharma, ordinarily translated as “religion” or 
“virtue/’’ is used in very different senses in the different schools 
and religious traditions of Indian thought. It will be useful to deal 
with some of the more important of these notions before the reader 
is introduced to the notion of dharma as explained in the Bhdgavata- 
purdna . The Mmdmd-sutra begins with an enquiry regarding the 
nature of dharma , and defines it as that good which is determinable 
only by the Vedic commands. 1 According to Sahara’s and 
Kumarila’s interpretation, the good that is called dharma means 
the Vedic sacrifices that lead to good results—the attainment of 
Heaven and the like. The fact that the Vedic sacrifices may bring 
about desirable results of various kinds can neither be perceived 
by the senses nor inferred from other known data: it can be known 
only from the testimony of the Vedic commands and directions. 
jDharma> therefore, means both the good results attainable by the 
Vedic sacrifices and the sacrifices themselves, and, as such, it 
is determinable only by the Vedic injunctions. Desirable results 
which are attained by rational and prudent actions are not dharma: 
for by definition dharma means only those desirable results which 
are attainable by operations which are performed strictly in ac¬ 
cordance with Vedic injunctions. But in the Vedas are described 
various kinds of sacrifices by the performance of which one may 
take revenge on his enemies by destroying them or causing grievous 
injuries of various kinds to them, but action causing injury to any 
fellow-being is undesirable, and such action cannot be dharma . 


1 athdto dharma-jijfidw. MTmdmsd-sutra , i. i. i. 


codand-laksano'rtho dharmah. Ibid. i. I. 2. 
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Dharma in this sense has nothing to do with God, or with ordinary 
or customary morality, or any kind of mystical or religious fervour 
as we understand it now. It simply means Vedic rituals and the 
good results that are supposed to follow from their performances; 
it has but little religious or moral application; and such a dharma 
can only'be known through scriptural injunctions 1 . It contains 
however just i little germ of the idea of non-injury, inasmuch as the 
performance of rituals for injuring others is not included within its 
content. Dharma also definitely rules out all kinds of emotion, 
mystic feeling, and exercise of intellect or thought of any descrip¬ 
tion, and merely presupposes a strict loyalty to external scriptural 
commands; there is not the slightest trace here of any internal 
spiritual law, or rational will, or loyalty to God’s will. The scrip¬ 
tural command however is categorically imperative in some cases, 
whereas in others it is only conditionally imperative, i.e. conditioned 
by one’s desire for certain good things. Rumania, in interpreting 
this idea, says that any substance ( dravya ) 9 action ( kriyd ) or quality 
(guna) which may be utilized to produce happiness, by a particular 
kind of manipulation of them in accordance with Vedic commands, 
is called dharma 2 . Though these substances, qualities etc. may be 
perceived by the senses yet the fact that their manipulation in a 
particular ritualistic manner will produce happiness for the per- 

1 ya eva sreyas-karak, sa eva dharma-iabdena ucyate; hatham avagamyatdm; 
yo hi ydgarti anutisthati, tarn dhdrmika iti samdcak$ate; yaica yasya kartd sa tena 
vyapadUyate; yathd pdvakafr, lavaka iti. tena yah purusam nihheyasena sarnyu - 
nakti, sa dharma-iabdena ucyate ... ko’rthah—yo nihireyasdya jyoti^tomddih. 
ko'narthah—yah pratyavdyayah, Sabara~bhd$ya on Mlmdmsd-sutra, i. i. 2. 

Prabhakara however gives a different interpretation of this rule, and suggests 
that it means that every mandate of the Vedas is always binding, and is called 
dharma even when by following it we may he led to actions which are injurious 
to other people: 

tat ah sarvasya vedarthasya kdryatvam arthatvam ca mdhiyata iti syenddi- 
niyogdndm api arthatvam sydt. 

Sastra-dTpikd, p. 17, Mirnaya-sagara Press, Bombay, 1915. 
KumSrila, further interpreting it, says that an action (performed according to the 
Vedic commands) which produces happiness and does not immediately or 
remotely produce unhappiness is called dharma. 


phalam tdvad adharmo’ sy a iyenddeh sampradhdryate 
yadd yenesta-siddhih sydd anusthdndnubandkiril 
tasya dharmatvam ucyeta tatah syenadi-varjanam 
yadd tu codand-gamyah kdrydkdrydnapekpyd 
dharmah priti-nimittam sydt tadd syene'pi dharmatd 
yadd IvaprUi-hetur yah saksad vyavahito y pi vd 
so’dharmas codanatafi sydt tadd iyene'py adharmatd. 


&loka~vdrttika, on sutra 2, iloka 270-273. 
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ormer can be known only by Vedic injunctions; and it is only with 
regard to this knowledge that the dharma is dependent on the 
Vedas 1 . Doing an injury to one’s enemy may immediately gi ve one 
happiness, but by its nature it is bound to produce unhappiness in 
the future, since it is prohibited by the Vedic injunctions. [But 
injury to the life of animals in the performance of sacrifices does 
not produce any sin, and must be regarded as being included 
within dharma.] 

On the other hand, there are actions performed with the motive 
of injuring one’s enemies, which are not commanded by the Vedas, 
but the methods of whose performance are described in the Vedas 
only in the case of those who are actuated by such bad motives; 
these actions alone are called adharma. Thus not all injury to life 
is regarded as sinful, but only such as is prohibited by the Vedas: 
whereas those injuries that are recommended by the Vedas are not 
to be regarded as sin ( adharma ) but. as virtue {dharma). By nature 
there are certain powers abiding in certain substances, actions or 
qualities which make them sinful or virtuous, but which are sinful 
and which can only be known by the dictates of the scriptures 2 . 
Dharma and adharma are thus objective characters of things, 
actions, etc., the nature of which is only revealed by the scriptures. 
It has already been noted above that Prabhakara gave an 
entirely different meaning of dharma. With him dharma means 
the transcendental product (« apiirva ) of the performance of 
Vedic rituals which remains in existence long after the action is 
completed and produces the proper good and bad effects at the 
proper time 3 . 

The srnrti literature is supposed to have the Vedas as its sources, 
and therefore it is to be regarded as authoritative; even when its 
contents cannot be traced in the Vedas it is inferred that such Vedic 

1 dravya~kriyd~gunddindm dharma tv am $thapayi$yate 
tesdrn aindriyakatve'pi na tddrupyeria dharmatd 
beyahsadhanatd hy e§dm nityam veddt pratiycite 
tadrupyena ca dharmatvam tasmdn nendriya-gocarah. 

Sloka-varttika , sUtra 2. 13, 14. 

2 dharmddhamidrthibhir nityam mrgyau. vidhi-nisedhakau 
kvacid asya nisiddhalvac chaktih sastrena bodhitd... 
vidyamdna hi kathyante saktayo dravya-karmatidm 
tad eva cedant karmeti sdstram evanudhavatd. 

Ibid. 249, 251. 

3 na hi jyotistomadi-ydgasydpi dharmatvam asti, apUrvasya dharmatva- 
hhyupagamdt. $astra-dfpikd, p. 33, Bombay, 1915. 
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texts must have existed 1 , it is only when the smrti is directly 
contradicted by the Vedas in any particular injunction or statement 
of fact that the former is to be regarded as invalid. The sm?it works 
are therefore generally regarded as a continuation of the Vedas, 
though as a matter of fact the smrti works, written at different times 
at a later age, introduce many new concepts and many new ideals; 
in some of the smrtis , however, the teachings of the Puranas and 
Smrtis sl re regarded as possessing a lower status than those of the 
Vedas 2 , On the relation of the Smrtis and the Vedas there are at 
least two different views. The first view is that, if the Smrtis come 
into conflict with the Vedas, then the smrti texts should be so in¬ 
terpreted as to agree with the purport of the Vedic texts; and, if that 
is not possible, then the smrti texts should be regarded as invalid. * 
Others hold that the conflicting smrti text should be regarded as L ' 
invalid. Mitra Misra, commenting on the above two views of the 
Savara and Bhatta schools, says that, on the first view, it may be 
suspected that the author of the conflicting smrti texts is not free 
from errors, and as such even those non-conflicting smrti texts 
which cannot be traced in the Vedas may be doubted as erroneous. 

On the second view, however, smrti is regarded as valid, since no 
one can guarantee that the non-conflicting texts which are not 
traceable to the Vedas are really non-existent in the Vedas.. Even 
in the case of irreconcilably conflicting texts, the smrti directions, 
though in conflict with the Vedic ones, may be regarded as 
optionally valid 3 . The Vedic idea of dharma excludes from its*' 
concept all that can be known to be beneficial, to the performer or 
to others, through experience or observation; it restricts itself 
wholly to those ritualistic actions, the good effects of which cannot 
be known by experience, but can only be known through Vedic 
commands 4 . Thus the digging of wells, etc., is directly known by 
experience to be of public good ( paropakdrdya ) and therefore is 
not dharma. Thus nothing that is dntdrtha y i.e. no action, the 

x virodhe tvanapeksyam syad asati kyanurndnam. Mlmdmsd-siitra , I. 3. 3. 

2 atak sa paramo dharmo yo vedad avagamyate 
avarah sa tu vijneyo yafi purdnadisu smrtah 

tatha ca vaidiko dharmo mukhya atkrstatvat, smart ah anukalpah apakp$tatvdt . 

Vydsa-smrti as quoted in Viramitrodaya-paribhd§dprakdsa t p. 29.. 

3 See Viramitrodaya , Vol. 1, pp, 28, 29. 

4 tatha pratyupasthita-niyamandm dcdrdndm dr§tarthatvad eva pramariyatn ... 
prapds tadagdtii ca paropakdrdya na dharrnaya ity evd’vagamyate. 

Sabara-bhasya on Mimdmsd~sUtra, 1. 3. 2. 
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neficial effects of which may be known through experience, can 
be called dharma . The Aftgirah smrti echoes this idea when it says 
that, excepting efforts for attaining self-knowledge, whatever one 
does out of his own personal desire or wish is like child's play and 
unnecessary 1 . 

Many of the important Smrtis however seem to extend the limits 
of the concept of dharma much further than the pure Vedic com- 
mands. As Maiiu’s work is based entirely on the purport of the 
Vedas, he is regarded as the greatest of all smrti writers; whatever 
smrti is in conflict with Manu’s writings is invalid 2 . Manu defines 
dharma as that which is always followed by the learned who are 
devoid of attachment and antipathy, and that to which the heart 
assents 3 . In another place Manu says that dharma is of four kinds; 
the observance of the Vedic injunctions, of the injunctions of swifti, 
the following of the customary practices of good people, and the 
performance of such actions as may produce mental satisfaction 
(dtmanas tustih) to the performer 4 . But the commentators are very 
unwilling to admit any such extension of the content and meaning 
of dharma . Thus Medhatithi (9th century), one of the oldest com¬ 
mentators, remarks that dharma as following the Vedic injunctions 
is beginningless; only the Vedic scholars can be said to know 
dharma , and it is impossible that there should be other sources from 
which the nature of dharma could be known. Other customs and 
habits and disciplines of life which pass as religious practices are 
introduced by ignorant persons of bad character {murkha-duhtila- 
purusa-pravarttitah): they remain in. fashion for a time and then 
die out. Such religious practices are often adopted out of greed 
(lohhdn mantra-tantrddisu pravarttate) 5 6 . The wise and the good are 



1 svdbhipraya-krtam karma yatkitycij jiiana-varjitam 

knda-karmeva bdldndm tat-sarvam ni$~prayojanam. 

Vlramitrodaya-paribha?aprakasa, p. 11. 
sf 2 veddrthopanibandhrtvdt pradhanyam hi manoh smrtam 

manvar tha-vipafitd tu yd smptih sd na praia$yate, 

Bj-haspati quoted in Vlramitrodaya , ibid. p. 27. 

3 vidvadhhih sevitah sadbhir nityam advesa-ragibhih 
hyday endbhyanuj fiat 0 yo dharmas tarn nibodhata. 

Mami-sarfihitd , n. 1. 

4 vedo’khtlo dharma-mulam smrli-site ca tadviddm 

dear as caiva sadhUndm dtmanas tusfir eva ca. Ibid , n. 6. 

6 Medhatithi says that such practices as those of besmearing the body with 
ashes, carrying human skulls, going about naked or wearing yellow robes, are 
adopted by worthless people as a means of living. Ibid . n. 1. 
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only those who know the injunctions of the Vedas, who carry them 
into practice out of reverence for the law, and who are not led 
astray into following non-Vedic practices out of greed or antipathy 
to others. And, though a man might be tempted in his mind to 
perform many actions for his sense-gratification, real contentment 
of the heart can come only through the performance of Vedic 
deeds 1 . Consistently with his own mode of interpretation 
Medhatithi. discards not only the Buddhists and the Jains as being 
outside the true Vedic dharma , but also the followers of Pancaratra 
(i.e. the Bhagavatas) and the Pasupatas as well, who believed in the 
authority of the authors of these systems and in the greatness of 
particular gods of their own choice. Pie held that their teachings 
are directly contrary to the mandates of the Vedas: and as an 
illustration he points out that the Bhagavatas considered all kinds 
of injury to living beings to be sinful, which directly contradicts the 
Vedic injunction to sacrifice animals at particular sacrifices. Injury 
to living beings is not in itself sinful: only such injury is sinful as is 
prohibited by the Vedic injunctions. So the customs and practices 
of all systems of religion which are not based on the teachings of the 
Vedas are to be discarded as not conforming to dharma. In in¬ 
terpreting the phrase mrti-stle ca tad-vidam, Medhatithi says that 
the WQxdJtta (which is ordinarily translated as “character”) is to 
be taken here to mean that concentration which enables the mind 
to remember the right purports of the Vedic injunctions 2 . By 
customary duties (dcdra) Medhatithi means only such duties as are 
currently practised by those who strictly follow the Vedic duties, 
but regarding which no Vedic or smrti texts are available. He 
supposes that minor auspices and other rituals which are ordinarily 

1 In interpreting the meaning of the word hfdaya (heart) in the phrase 
hrdayena abhyanujnata Medhatithi says that the word hrdaya may mean “mind” 
( manas , antar-hrdaya-varttlni buddhyadi-tattvani) ; on this supposition he would 
hold that contentment of mind could only come through following the Vedic 
courses of duties. But, dissatisfied apparently with this meaning, he thinks that 
hrdaya might also mean the memorized content of the Vedas {hr day an ft vedah , sa 
hy adhlto bhavana-rupena hydaya-sthito h? day am). This seems to mean that a 
Vedic scholar is instinctively, as it were, led to actions which are virtuous, 
because in choosing his course of conduct he is unconsciously guided by his 
Vedic studies. A man may be prompted to action by his own inclination, by the 
example of great men, or by the commands of the Vedas; but in whichever way 
he may be so prompted, if his actions are to conform to dharma , they must 
ultimately conform to Vedic courses of duties. 

2 samadhih illam ucyate.. .yac cetaso’nya-visaya~vydk$epa~parihdrena Jdstrd- 
rtha-nirupaiia~pravaitatd tac chllam ucyate. Medhatithi’s commentary, n. 6. 
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rforraed by the people of the Vedic circle have also ultimately 
originated from the Vedic injunctions. Similarly it is only the 
feeling of self-contentment of those persons who are habituated to 
work in accordance with the Vedas that can be regarded as indi¬ 
cating the path of dharma . It simply means that the instinctive 
inclination of the true adherents of the Vedas may be relied on 
as indicating that those actions to which their minds are inclined 
must be consistent with the Vedic injunctions, and must therefore 
conform to dharma? Other commentators however take a more 
liberal view of the meaning of the words sila> dtmanas tusti and 
hrdayena abhyanujndta . Thus Govindaraja explains the last phrase 
as meaning “absence of doubt” ( antah-karana-cikitsd-sunya) , and 
Narayana goes so far as to say that, unless the heart approves of the 
action, it.cannot be right: Ramananda says that, when there is any 
doubt regarding two conflicting texts, one should act in a way that 
satisfies his own mind. The word stla has been interpreted as 
“character” ( vrtta or caritra) by Ramananda in his Manvartha ~ 
candrika and as dissociation of attachment and antipathy by 
Govindaraja: Kulluka takes it according to Harlta’s definition of 
stla as involving the qualities of non-injury to others, absence of 
jealousy, mildness, friendliness, gratefulness, mercy, peace, etc. 
Self-satisfaction can in practice discern the nature of dharma , but 
only when there are no specified texts to determine it. Thus, though 
the other later commentators are slightly more liberal than Med- 
hatithi, they all seem to interpret the slight concession that Manu 
had seemed to make to right character and self-contentment or 
conscience as constituent elements of dharma , more or less on 
Medhatithi’s line, as meaning nothing more than loyalty to 
scriptural injunctions. 

It has been pointed out that Medhatithi definitely ruled out the 
Pancaratra and the Pa^upata systems as heretical and therefore 
invalid for inculcating the nature of dharma. But in later times 
these too came to be regarded as Vedic schools and therefore their 
instructions also were regarded as so authoritative that they could 
not be challenged on rational grounds 1 . 

1 Thus Yogi-ydjnavalkya says: Sdmkhyam yogah panca-rdtrarji veddft 
pasupalarn tatha ati~pramananyetdni hetubhir na virodhayet i quoted in Vlra* 
mitrodaya, p. 20, but not found in the printed text, Bombay. This Yogi-ydjna- 
valkya is a work on yoga and the other a work on smrti, and it is the former text 
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It is however a' relieixto find that in some of the later Smrtis the 
notion of dharma was extended to morality in general and to sopie 
of the cardinal virtues. Thus Brhaspati counts kindness [daya, 
meaning a feeling of duty to.§ave a friend or foe from troubles)* 
patience (ksamd, meaning fortitude in all kinds of difficulty), the 
qualities of appreciating others’ virtues and absence of elation at 
others’ faults ( anasilyd ), purity (sauca, meaning avoidance of vices, 
association with the good and strict adherence to one’s caste duties) v 
avoidance of vigorous asceticism (sunny asa), performance of 
approved actions and avoidance of disapproved ones (mafigalajy 
regular charity, even from small resources (akdrpanya), contentment 
with what little one may have and want of jealousy at others’ 
prosperity (asprhd), aa constituting the universal dharma for all 1 . 
Visnu counts patience (ksama), truthfulness for the good v ofall 
beings (satya), mind-control (datnaj, purity {sauca as defined above), 
making Of gifts (< ddna ), sense-control \mdriya-samycctna ), noil* 
injury (ahimsii), proper attendance to ‘teachers ( guru-susrilsd ); 
pilgrimage, kindness (daya), straightforwardness (drjava), wajit of 
covetousness, adoration , of gods and Brahtnins, as ‘ constituting 
universal dharma . Devala considers purity (smca), gifts (ddna), 
asceticism of the body ( tapas) } faith (sraddha)^ attendance to 
teachers (guru-seva), patience (ksamd), mercifulness'in the sense of 
pity for others’ sufferings, showing friendliness as if these were 
one’s own (daya), acquirement of knowledge, Vedio or non-Vedic 
(vijndna), mind-control and body-control (vinaya ), truthfulness 
(satya), as constituting the totality of all dhaxrfias (dharma- 
samuccaya). Yajh'avalkya speaks of ahirnsa, satya, asteya (avoid¬ 
ance of stealing), iauca, tndriya-ntgmha ' ‘'(sense-control), ddna , 
dama , daya, and ksanti as constituting, tmiversat dharma for all. 
The Mahdbharafa counts truthfulness (satya), steadiness iri onfe’s 
caste duties *(tapds as^m-dharm^yarfitba), purity (sauca) i con- , 

% , ' v CV\ v ••,V ... 

that has been*printed. The present writer has no knowledge\hether the latter- 
text has been published anywhere. ■ / ' / , \ . O > \ * 

ViWudhannQttara also speaks of Pancaratra \M\d Pa 3 iipah* as meahs of 
enquiry into Brahman: >' O \ ’ . * 

sdmkhyav\yogah pancaratram wdxlh pasupntarn \\\ v 

tatha krtanta-pancakqm viddhi kmhmanah partinarjptne. Ibid, p, zX 
But Mitra Mbka/on the same page distinguishes between Pasdpata as si Vedic 
agama and as a non-Vedic dgama. Similarly there was a Vedic and noh-Vedic 
t Panear at ra too. Ibid. p. 23. . ' « 

1 Ibid. pp. 32-4. ' , / 
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ientment, meaning sex-restriction to one’s own wife and also 
cessation from sense-attractions (visaya-tydga), shame at the com¬ 
mission of evil deeds ( hrl ), patience as capacity in bearing hardships 
(ksama), evenness of mind ( dr java ), philosophic knowledge of 
reality ( jftana ), peace qf mind (senna as citta-prasdniatd ), desire to 
do good to others ( dayci ), meditation, meaning withdrawal of the 
mind from all sense objects ( dhycina as nirvisaya ), as universal 
■ dharrnas. Yajhavalkya says that the highest of all dharmas is self- 
knowledge through yoga . 

These universal dharmas are to be distinguished from the special 
dharrnas of the different castes, of the different stages of life 
(dsrama), or under different condition^ We have thus three stages 
in the development of the concept of dharrna , i.e„ dhartna as the 
duty of following the Vedic injunctions, dharma as moral virtues 
of non-injury, truthfulness, self-control etc,, dharma as self- 
knowledge through yoga. 

But the Bhagavata presents a new aspect of the notion of dharma. 
Dharma according to the Bhagavata consists in the worship of God 
without any ulterior motive—a worship performed with a perfect 
sincerity of heart by men who are kindly disposed towards all, and 
who have freed themselves from all feelings of jealousy. This 
worship involves the knowledge of the absolute, as a natural conse¬ 
quence of the realization of the worshipfulness of the spirit, and 
naturally leads to supreme bliss 1 . The passage under discussion 
does not directly refer to the worship of God as a characteristic of 
the definition of dharma as interpreted by Srldhara 2 . The dharma 
consists of absolute sincerity—absolute cessation of the spirit from 
all motives, pretensions and extraneous associations of every 
description: and it is assumed that, when the spirit is freed from all 
such extraneous impurities, the natural condition of the spirit is its 
natural dharma. This dharrna is therefore not a thing that is to be 
attained or achieved as an external acquirement, but it is man’s 
own nature, which manifests itself as soon as the impurities are 
removed. The fundamental condition of dharrna is not therefore 
something positive but negative, consisting of the dissociation 
(projjhita) of extraneous elements (kitava). For, as soon as the 
extraneous elements are wiped out, the spirit shows itself in its own 

1 Bhagavata-purana , i. I. 2, interpreted according to &ndhara’s exposition. 

2 komalam Isvardradhana-lak?ano dharmo nirupyate . Srldhara's comment on 
the above passage. 
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true nature, and then its relation to absolute truth and absolute 
good is self-evident: the normal realization of this relationship is 
what is called dharma or worship of God, or what Srldhara calls 
the tender worshipfulness towards God. The primary qualifications 
needed for a person to make a start towards a true realization of the 
nature of dharma in himself are, that he should have no jealousy 
towards others, and that he should have a natural feeling of friendli¬ 
ness towards all beings. The implications of this concept of dharma 
in the Bhdgavata, which breaks new ground in the history of the 
development of the notion of dharma in Indian Philosophy, are 
many, and an attempt will be made in the subsequent sections to 
elucidate them. That this dissociation from all extraneous elements 
ultimately means motiveless and natural flow of devotion to God 
by which the spirit attains supreme contentment, and that it is 
supreme dharma , is very definitely stated in I. z. 6: If anything 
which does not produce devotion to God can be called dharma, 
such a dharma is mere fruitless labour 1 . For the fruits of dharma 
as defined by the Vedic injunctions may lead only to pleasurable 
consequences which are transitory. The real dharma is that which 
through devotion to God leads ultimately to self-knowledge, and 
as such dharma cannot be identified with mere gain or fulfilment of 
desires. Thus dharma as supreme devotion to God is superior to 
the Vedic definition of dharma , which can produce only sense- 
gratification of various kinds . 


Brahman, Paramatman, Bhagavat and Paramesvara. 

The opening verse of the Bhdgavata is an adoration of the 
ultimate (param) truth (satya). The word para however is explained 
by Srldhara as meaning God (paramesvara). The essential (s?ja~ 
rupa) definitive nature of God is said to be truth (satya). Truth is 
used here in the sense of reality; and it is held that by virtue of this 
supreme reality even the false creation appears as real, and that on 
account of this abiding reality the entire world of appearance 
attains its character of reality. Just as illusory appearances (e.g. 
silver) appear as real through partaking of the real character of the 
real object (e.g. the conch-shell) or the substratum of the illusion, 
so in this world-appearance all appears as real on account of the 
underlying reality of God. The fact that the world is produced from 

1 Ibid. I. 2. 7. 
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Tod, is Sustained in Hfan and is ultimately dissolved in Him, is but 
an inessential description of an accidental phenomenon which does 
v not reveal the feaf nature of GodL v 

^ \God is 'called by different names, e.g. Brahman, Paramatman 
and Bhagavat, but, by whateyer name He may be called, His pure 
essence consists of pufe formless consciousness {arupasya ciddt- 
mqnah) 1 . He creates the, world fay His //wyff-power, consisting of 
the three gunas. Underlying the varied creations of rtiaya. llv exists 
as the oite ahjding principle of reality which bestows upon them 
their semblance of reality. The, mxiyd represents only His external 
power, tfiroiigh which He creates the world with Himself as its 
underlying substratum. But in His own true nature the may a is 
subdued, and as such He is in His pure loneliness as pure conscious¬ 
ness. .Srjdhar'a, ip his commentary points out that God has two 
powers called vidyd-sakti and avidyd-iakti. .By Wi^ vidyd-sakti God 
controls ffis o\\n (fidyd-srfkti in His own true mature as 'eternal 
pure bliss, as omniscient and omnipotent. Th ejlva or the individual 
soul can attain salvation, only, through right knowledge obtained 
through devotion. On this point SrTdhara tries to corroborate his 
views by quotations from Vispusvamin, who holds that Isvara a 
being, intelligence, and blis %{s£iqcid~dnandaisvara) is pervaded with 
blissful intelligence (hlddini $dm)it) % and that the mciya is under his 
control and that his differehde from individual souls consists in the 
fact of their being under the control of mdyd. The individual souls 
are wrapped up in their ,ovVn ignorance and are therefore always 
suffering from afflictions God in His own nature as pure 

consciousness transcends the fixpits of mdyd and prakrti and exists 
in and for Himself in absolute loneliness; and it is this same God 
that dispenses all the good arid, bad fruits of virtue'and vice in 
men under .the influence of nidya*. That God in His' own true 

1 Bhqgavata^nran^ I. 3. 30. > ■ 

*• Ibidsi.ijr 6 (SridharaV comment); 

tad vktatji vipni-svamitia 

hladitiya samwd&sfyfah sac'-cid-ananda tsnarah 
. ‘ ’ ' svazndya-samvrto jlvah samklesa-nikardkarah 

tathd sa ih yad-vaie mdyd sci jlvo yds tayarditah, etc: • s 

jlva quotes the same passage and locates it in Sarvajna-suhti Sat-sandarbha, 
p. 191* • ' * . fc / . v * x v 

3 tvam adyak purusah sak?dd livarah prakpteh parafy , ' A 

may dip. vyudasya cic-chaktyd kaiyalye sthita dtmaiii . 

sa eva' jiva-lokasyd maya-mokita-cetasQ x \ ' 

vidhdtse svena vtryena sreyo dltarmcidi-lak^cmaih .' • Ipid. 1. 7 S 23', 24. 
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nature is pure consciousness and absolutely devoid of all duality 
and all distinctions is emphasized again and again in numerous 
passages in the Bhdgavata . In this He is ultimate and trans¬ 
cendent from all: the individual souls also lie dormant, and in 
this stage all the guna reals exist only in their potential forms; and 
it is by His own power that He rouses th eprakrti which is His may a 
by which the individual souls are being always led into the ex¬ 
perience of diverse names and forms. God in His own nature is 
therefore to be regarded as absolutely formless pure consciousness; 
by His power of consciousness ( cic-chakti ) He holds the individual 
souls within Him and by His power of materiality He spreads- out 
the illusion of the material world and connects it with the former 
for their diverse experiences \ 

It is thus seen that God is admitted to have three distinct 
powers, the inner power as forming His essence ( antarafiga - 
warUpa-sakti ), the external power (bahirariga-iakti) as mdyd and 
the power by which the individual souls are manifested. This con¬ 
ception however may seem to contradict the view already explained 
that Brahman is one undifferentiated consciousness. But the in¬ 
terpreters reconcile the two views by the supposition that from the 
ultimate point of view there is no distinction or difference between 
“power” and “possessor of power” (sakti and saktimdn). There is 
only one reality, which manifests itself both as power and possessor 
of power 2 . When this one ultimate reality is looked at as the 
possessor of power, it is called God; when, however, emphasis is 
laid on the power, it is called the great power which is mytho¬ 
logically represented as Maha laksmi 3 . Thus the terms Brahman, 
Bhagavat and Paramatman are used for the same identical reality 
according as the emphasis is laid on the unity or differencelessness, 
the possessor of power, or the transcendent person. The antar-anga , 
or the essential power, contains within it the threefold powers of 
bliss ( hladint ), being ( sandhint ) and consciousness ( samvit ), of which 
the two latter are regarded as an elaboration or evolution or 

1 anantavyakta-rupena yenedam dkhilain tatam 
cid-acic-chakti-yuktaya tasmai bhagavate namah. 

Bhdgavata , vii. 3. 34. 

2 atha ekani eva svarUparn iaktitvena sakti?nattvena ca virdjati. 

Sat-sandarbha, p. 18S (S 5 yamalal Gosv&ml’s edition). 

3 yasya iakteh svar iipa-bh u t a tv am mrUpitam ta c - chak t ima tlva-p radhdnyena 
virdjamdnatn bhagavat-samjndm dpnoti tac ca vyakhycitam; tad eva ca saktitva- 
pradhanyena virdjamdnnm lak§ml-samjndm dpnoti . Ibid. 
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threefold power is also called cic-chakti or atma-maya (essential 
mayo), and, as such, is to be distinguished from God's external 
power of may a, (bahira nga-mdyd ), by which He creates the world. 
His other power, by which He holds the individual souls (which 
are but parts of Himself) within Himself and yet within the grasp 
and influence of His external power of mayd , is technically called 
tatastha-sakti The individual souls are thus to be regarded .as the 
parts of God as well as manifestations of one of His special powers 
( tatastha-fakti ). Though the individual souls are thus contained in 
God as His power, they are in no way identical with Him, but are 
held distinct from Him as being the manifestations of one of His 
powers. The unity or oneness (<advaya-tattva) consists in the facts 
that the ultimate reality is self-sufficient, wholly independent, and 
standing by itself; and that there is no other entity, whether similar 
■ (e.g. the individual souls) or dissimilar to it (e.g. the matrix of the 
world, the prakrti), which is like it; for both the prakrti and the 
jtvas depend upon God for their existence, as they are but mani¬ 
festations of His power. God exists alone with His powers, and 
without Him the world and the souls would be impossible 1 . The 
nature of His reality consists in the fact that it is of the nature of 
ultimate bliss ( parama-sukha-rupatva ), the ultimate object of all 
desires (parama-purusarthatd) and eternal ( nitya). It is this 
ultimate eternal reality which has formed the content of all 
Vedanta teachings. Thus the Bhagavata-purdna points out that it 
is this reality which is the cause of the production, maintenance and 
destruction of all; it is this that continues the same in deep sleep, 
dreams and in conscious life; it is this that enlivens the body, 
senses, life and mind, yet in itself it is without any cause. It is 
neither born, nor grows, nor decays, nor dies, yet it presides over 
all changes as the one constant factor—as pure consciousness; and 
even in deep sleep, when all the senses have ceased to operate, its 
own self-same experience continues to be just the same 2 . 

Now this reality is called Brahman by some, Bhagavat by some 
and Paramatman by others. When this reality, which is of the nature 


1 advayatvarfi ca asya svayam-siddha-tadrwtadrsa-tattvdntarabhavdt sva - 
saktyeka-sakayatvdt, paramasrayam torn vind tascim asiddhatvac ca. 

Tattva-sandarbha , p. 37. 


Bhagavata-purdna , XI. 3, 35-39- 
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of pure bliss, is experienced by sages as being identical with their 
own selves, and when their minds are unable to grasp its nature as 
possessing diverse powers, and when no distinction between itself 
and its powers is realized, it is called Brahman. In such ex¬ 
periences this reality is only grasped in a general featureless way in 
its abstractness 1 . But when this reality is realized by the devotees 
in its true nature as being possessed of diverse powers in their 
distinction from the former, He is called by the name Bhagavat. 
In this it is the pure bliss which is the substance or the possessor, 
and all the other powers are but its qualities. So, when the reality 
is conceived in its fulness in all its proper relations, it is called 
Bhagavat: whereas, when it is conceived without its specific rela¬ 
tions and in its abstract character, it is called Brahman 2 . So far as 
this distinction between the concepts of Brahman and Bhagavat is 
concerned it is all right. But in this system philosophy is super¬ 
seded at this point by mythology. Mythologically Krsna or the lord 
Bhagavan is described in the Puranas as occupying His throne in 
the transcendent Heaven ( Vaikuntha ) in His resplendent robes, 
surrounded by His associates. This transcendent Heaven ( Vaikuntha) 
is non-spatial and non-temporal; it is the manifestation of the 
essential powers ( svarttpa-sakti ) of God, and as such it is not 
constituted of the gunas which form the substance of our spatio- 
temporal wodd. Since it is non-spatial and non-temporal, it is just 
as true to say that God exists in Vaikuntha as to say that He Himself 
is Vaikuntha. Those who believed in this school of religion were 
so much obsessed with the importance of mythological stories and 
representations that they regarded God Himself as having par¬ 
ticular forms, dress, ornaments, associates etc. They failed to think 
that these representations could be interpreted mythically, alle¬ 
gorically or otherwise. They regarded all these intensely anthro¬ 
pomorphic descriptions as being literally true. But such admissions 
would involve the irrefutable criticism that a God with hands; feet, 

1 tad eharn eva akhandannnda-riipam tattvam ,. .parama-hamdndrfi sadhatia - 
vasdt tadatmyam anupapamyam satyam apt tadiya-svarupa-sakti-vaicitryam tad- 
grahana-sdmarthye cetasi yatha samanyato laksitam tathaiva sphurad va iad-vad 
eva avivikta-sakti-saktimattdhhedaiayd pratipadyamanam va brahmeti sabdyate. 

Saf-sartdarbha, pp. 49-50. 

3 evam ca dnartda-matram visesyam samanah saktayah vtie$anani visisto 
bhagavan ityaydtarn. tatha caivatrt vaisistye prdpte purndvtrbhdvatvena akhanda- 
tattva-rupo'sau bhagavan brahma tu sphutam aprahatita-vaiHftydkdratvena 
tasyaiva asamyag-dvirbhdvah . Ibid. p. 50. 
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and dress would be destructible. To avoid this criticism they held 
that God's forms, abode, etc., were constituted of noil-spatial and 
non-temporal elements of His non-material essential power. But 
forms involve spatial, notions, and non-spatial forms would mean 
non-spatial space. They had practically no reply to such criticism, 
and the only way in which they sought to avoid it was by asserting 
that the essential nature of God’s powers were unthinkable 
(acintya) by,us, and that the nature of God’s forms which were the 
manifestations of this essential power could not therefore be 
criticized by us on logical grounds, but must be accepted as true on 
the authoritative evidence of the Pur anas . 

This notion of the supra-logical, incomprehensible or un¬ 
thinkable (acintya) is freely used in this school to explain all 
difficult situations in its creeds, dogmas, and doctrines. Acintya is 
that which is to be unavoidably accepted for explaining facts, but 
which cannot stand the scrutiny of logic (tarkasaham yaj-jndnam 
kdrydnyathdnupapatti-pramdnakam ), and which can account for all 
happenings that may be deemed incomprehensible or impossible 
(durghata-ghatakatvam) . How the formless Brahman may be 
associated with the three powers by which it can stay unchanged in 
itself and yet create the world by its external power of mdyd or 
uphold the individual souls by its other power is a problem which 
it is attempted to explain by this concept of incomprehensibility 
(acintya) 1 . The mdyd which is the manifestation of the external 
power of God is defined in the Bhdgavata as that which cannot 
manifest itself except through the ultimate reality, and which yet 
does not appear in it, i.e. mdyd is that which has no existence 
without Brahman and which, nevertheless, has no existence in 
Brahman 2 . This mdyd has two functions, viz. that with which it 
blinds the individual souls, called jiva-maya, and the other by 
which the world transformations take place, called the guna-mdyd. 

Jiva Gosvami argues in. his Sarva-samvadint , which is a sort of 
a running commentary on Tattva-sandarbha , that the followers of 
Sankara consider ultimate reality to be pure consciousness, one and 

1 In the Vi$nu~purana these three powers are called para, avidya-karma - 
samjnd and k?etrajnakhya . This para mdyd or the svarupa-sakli is also sometimes 
called yoga-mayd. 

2 fte'rtham yat pratlyeta na pratlyeta eatmani 

tad vidydd atmano maydtjt yathdbkdso yathd tarnah . 

Bhdgavata, n. 9. 33. 
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undifferentiated. There exists no other entity similar or dissimilar 
to it, and it is this fact that constitutes its infinitude and its reality. 
According to them such a reality cannot have any separate power 
or even any power which may he regarded as its essence ( svarUpa- 
bhuta-iakti). For, if such a power were different from reality, it 
could not be its identical essence; and if it were not different from 
reality, it could not be regarded as being its power. It such an 
essential power, as distinct from reality, be admitted, such a power 
must be of the same nature as reality (i.e. of the nature of pure 
consciousness); and this would make it impossible to conceive of 
this power as contributing God’s diverse manifestations, His 
transcendent forms, abode and the like, which are admitted to be 
the principal creed of the Vaisnavas. But against the views of the 
followers of Sankara it may be urged that even they have to admit 
that the Brahman has some power by which the world-appearance 
is manifested; if the world is wholly a creation of maya and 
Brahman has nothing to do in it, there is no good in admitting its 
existence, and the maya would be all in all. This power cannot be 
different in nature from the reality that possesses it, and, since the 
nescience or avidya cannot exist without Brahman, it is an addi¬ 
tional proof that the avidya is also one of his powers. The power of 
any entity always exists in it as its own self even when it is not 
manifested. If it is argued that the Brahman is self-shining and 
that it does not require any power, it may be replied that the 
very reason by virtue of which it is self-shining may be regarded 
as its power. In this way Jiva follows some of the fundamental 
points in Ramanuja’s argument in favour of the doctrine that 
ultimate reality, the Brahman, is not formless and qualityless, but 
a qualified being, having its powers and qualities. In attempting 
to prove this view Jiva follows briefly the central argument of 
Ramanuja. But Jiva introduces the notion that the relation of the 
qualities and powers of ultimate reality is supra-logical, inexplain- 
able on logical grounds, and that therefore in a mysterious manner 
the powers are different from reality and yet one with it; so that in 
spite of the manifestation of ultimate reality as concrete God with 
human forms, dress etc., He is, at the same time, unchanged in His 
own changeless existence as Brahman. The introduction of the 
mystic formula of incomprehensibility seems to discharge the 
Vaisnavas of this school from all responsibility of logically explaining 
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their dogmas and creeds, and, thus uncontrolled, they descend 
from the domain of reason to the domain of the purdnic faith of a 
mythological chariicter. 

In describing the special excellences of God, Jlva follows 
Ramanuja in holding that He has none of the evil qualities that 
are found in the world, but possesses all the excellent characters 
that we can conceive of. In the light of the concept of incompre¬ 
hensibility (acintya) all these excellent characters are regarded as 
somehow manifestations of His essential power and therefore 
identical with Him. The introduction of the supra-logical concept 
of acintya enables Jlva and other interpreters of the Bhdgavata of 
his school to indulge in eclecticism more freely than could other¬ 
wise have been possible; and thus it is that, though Jiva follows 
Ramanuja in admitting ultimate reality to be qualified, he can in 
the same breath assert that ultimate reality is formless and character¬ 
less. Thus he says that, though the followers of Ramanuja do not 
accept the view of Brahman as characterless, yet admission of 
characters naturally presupposes the admission of the characterless 
also 1 . The idea of introducing the concept of the supra-logical in 
order to reconcile the different scriptural texts which describe 
reality as characterless (ninnies a) ^ qualified (visista) and many, can 
be traced to the introduction of the concept of visesa in the philo¬ 
sophy of Madhva, already described in a previous chapter, by 
which Madhva tried to reconcile the concept of monism with that 
of plurality. The Bengal school of Vaisnavism, introduced by 
Caitanya, is based principally on the Rhdgavata-pnrdna , and of the 
many writers of this school only two are prominent as authors of 
philosophical treatises, Baladeva Vidyabhusana and Jlva GosvamL 
Of these Baladeva has again and again referred to the indebtedness 
of this school to the philosophy of Madhva, and to the initiation of 
Caitanya as an ascetic by a follower of the Madhva school of 
Vaisnavism. Though he was a junior contemporary of Jlva 
Gosvami and a commentator of the latter's Tattva-sandarbha, yet 
he often reverts to Madhva's doctrine of visesa in reconciling the 
monistic position with the positions of qualified monism and 
pluralism. Had he adhered to Jxva's concept of the supra-logical, the 

1 yadyapi srt~Rdmanujlyair nirviie$am brahma na manyate tathdpi savtie$am 
manyamdnair vise§dtiriktam mantavyam eva. 

Jtva-s Sarva-samvadinty p. 74 (Nityasvarupa Brahmacarl’s edition). 


The Bhagavata-purdna 


mmsr^ 



Brahman , Paramdtman , Bhagavat, Paramesvara 


concept of visesa would have been entirely unnecessary. Baladeva, 
however, uses not only the concept of visesa , but also the concept 
of the supra-logical ( acintya ), and he characterizes the concept of 
viiesa as being itself the concept of the supra-logical. Thus in his 
Siddhanta-ratna he says that the qualities of consciousness, bliss, 
etc., do not differ from the nature of Brahman, and yet Brahman 
is consistently described as possessing these different qualities 
because of the supra-logical functions of visesa ( acintya-visesa - 
mahimnd). This assertion does not involve the doctrine that reality 
is from a particular point of view different from its qualities and 
from another point of view identical with them (na caivam 
bhedabhedau syatam), and the only solution of the difficulty is to 
assume the doctrine of the supra-logical ( tasmad avicintyataiva 
iaranam ). In this connection Baladeva further says that the doctrine 
of visesa must be accepted as something which even in the absence of 
difference can explain the phenomena of difference 1 . This concept of 
visesa , however, is to be applied only in reconciling the simultaneous 
plurality and unity of ultimate reality. But so far as the relation be¬ 
tween reality and individual souls is concerned, their difference is 
well known, and therefore the application of the principle of visesa 
would be unjustifiable. The principle of visesa is, however, applied 
not only in reconciling the unity of Brahman with the plurality of 
his qualities and powers, but also with his divine body, divine dress, 
his divine abode and the like, so that though these appear to be 
different from him they are at the same time identical with him 2 . 

Speaking on the same topic, Jiva holds that God Visnu’s power 
of consciousness (cic-chakti) is identical with His own essence. 
When this essence is on the way to produce effects, it is called 
power (sva-rupam eva karyyonmukham sakti-sabdena uktam). Now 
this special state of reality cannot be regarded as different from it, 
and can have no separate existence from it, since it can never be 
regarded (. cintayitum asakyatvad) as different from the essence of 
reality; since moreover difference itself cannot be regarded as being 
in any way different, the difference between the power and its 
possessor is unthinkable, incomprehensible and supra-logical. This 
view is not that of Ramanuja and his followers, who regard the 

1 Siddhanta-ratna , pp. 17-23 (Benares, 1924). 

2 tatha ca vigrahddeh sva-rupanatireke’pi vise?ad eva bheda-vyavaharah. 
Ibid. p. 26. 
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different from its possessor; yet, since they also believe 
that. God’s powers are essentially contained in Him, there is a good 
deal of similarity between the Ramanuja school and the Bengal 
school of Vaisnavism 1 . Arguing against the followers of Sankara, 
Jlva says that even in the Upanisad passage on pure consciousness, 
bliss, the Brahman {vijfidnam anandam Brahma ), the consciousness 
and the bliss cannot be identical, for then the two words would be 
mere repetition; they cannot be different, for then Brahman would 
have two conflicting qualities within himself. If the two words 
vijndna and ananda mean the negation of ignorance and of sorrow, 
then these two negations, being two different entities, are co¬ 
existent in Brahman. If the two negations mean one entity, how 
can one entity be the negation of two different things? If it is said 
that pnly agreeable consciousness is called bliss, then again the 
quality of agreeableness stands out as a separate quality. Even if 
these words stood merely as negations of ignorance or sorrow, then 
these also would be specific characters; if it is urged that these are 
not specific characters, but represent only special potencies 
(yogyatd) by virtue of which ignorance and sorrow are negated, 
then nonetheless those special potencies would be special characters. 
Thus the theory that ultimate reality is characterless is false. The 
characters of Brahman are identically the same as his powers, 
and these are all identical with his own self. 

On the subject of the nature of self, Jlva says that individual 
selves are not pure consciousness, but entities which are charac¬ 
terized by self-consciousness as “ego” or “I.” Individual souls 
are on no account to be regarded as being identical with God or 
Paramatman, and each individual self is different from every other 2 . 
These individual souls are of atomic size and therefore partless. 
The atomic self resides in the heart, whence it pervades the whole 
body by its quality of consciousness, just as sandal paste pervades 
the .whole neighbourhood by its sweet smell. Just so, individual 
selves are atomic, but they pervade the bodies in which they are 
located by their power of consciousness. Consciousness is called a 
quality of the self because it is always dependent on that and serves 
its purpose (nitya-tad~dirayatV4-tac-che§atva-nibandhanah) B . Again, 

1 Sarva~samvddim y pp. 29, 30. 

2 tasnult prati-k$etra?fi bhinna eva jivah, Ibid, p. 87. 

8 Ibid, p. 94. 
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consciousness, being thus dependent on the self, expands and 
contracts in order to pervade th§ different bodies in which it may 
be operating at the time. Being thus different from God, individual 
selves, even in emancipation, remain separate and distinct. They 
are thus produced from the highest self (Paramatman or God), and 
they are always under His absolute control and pervaded by Hint. 
It is on this account that God is called Paramatman as distinguished 
from individual souls (atmari). They are like rays emanating from 
Him and are therefore always-entirely dependent on Him and 
cannot exist without Him 1 2 . They are also regarded as God's 
disengaged power (i tatastha-sakti), because, though they are God’s, 
power, yet they are in a way disengaged anU separately situated 
from Him, and therefore they are under the delusion of God’s other 
power, mciyd, which has no influence on God Himself; and there- * 
fore, though individual selves are suffering under the blinding 
. operation of ignorance ( avidya ), the highest self (paramatman) is 
absolutely untouched by them. As individual souls are the powers 
of God, they are sometimes spoken of as identical with Him and 
sometimes as different from Him. Of these individual selves soiue 
are always naturally devoted to God, and others are dominated by 
ignorance and are turned away from Him; it is the latter that are. 
the denizens of this world and suffer rebirth, 

Maya, the external power (baJiiranga-sakti) has two functions, 
creative ( nimitta ) and passive ( upadana ); of these, time (kata), 
destiny (daiva), and actions (karma) represent the former, and the x 
three gunas the latter. Individual selves contain within them as 
integral parts elements of both these functions of may a. The 
creative function of may ft has again two modes, which operate 
either for the bondage or for the liberation of man. This creative 
mdyd also typifies the cosmic knowledge of God, His will and His 
creative operation 3 . Knowledge of God is also regarded as twofold 
—that which is His own self-knowledge and which forms a part of 
His essential power (svarupa-sakti) > and that which is turned 


1 tadtya-rasmi-sthaniyatve'pi nitya-tad-asrayitvdt , tadvyatirekena vyatirekat. 

Sat-sandarbha, p. 233. 

2 tad evam saktitve’pi anyatvam asya tatasthatvat, tatasthatvam ca mdyd- 
sakty-atUatvdty asya avidyd-pardbhavddi-rtipena do§ena paramdtmana lop a - 
bhavac ca. Ibid . p, 234. 

3 nimittdmsa-rupayd mdydkhyayaiva prasiddhd hiktis tridhd drsyate jndne- 
cchd-kriyd-rupatvena,. Ibid, p, 244. 
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Swards cosmical operation for the good of the individual selves. 
It is this cosmic knowledge of God that falls within the creative 
function of His power of mdyd. This cosmic knowledge is again 
twofold—that which abides in God as His omniscience, His desire 
of creation, and his effort of creation (otherwise called time ( kdla )); 
and that which He passes over to individual selves as their desire 
for enjoyment or liberation from their works (karma), etc.; these in 
their turn are regarded as their ignorance (avidya) and wisdom 
( vidya ) 1 . Mdyd according to this view does not mean ignorance, 
but power of manifold creation (miyate viatram nirmiyata anaya 
iti viciirartha-kara-sakti-vacitvam eva), and therefore the world is 
to be regarded as a transformation of Paramatman ( paramatma - 
parinama eva) 2 . By the supra-logical power of God, He remains 
unchanged in Himself and is yet transformed into the manifold 
creations of the world. According to Jiva, parinama does not mean 
the transformation of reality {na tattvasya parinama ), but a real 
transformation (tattvato parindmaKf. The manifestation of God in 
Himself in His own essential power (svarupa-sakti) remains how¬ 
ever always untouched by His transformations through His supra- 
logical mdyd power unto the world. This does not mean that God 
has two distinct forms, but merely that w r hat appears contradictory 
to our ordinary reason may yet be a transcendental fact; and in the 
transcendental order of things there is no contradiction in supposing 
God as unchanged and as at the same time changeable by the 
operation of His two distinct powers. Mdyd in this system is not 
something unreal or illusory, but represents the creative power of 
God, including His omniscience and omnipotence, the entire 
material substance of the world in the form of the collocation and 
combination of th tgunas, and also the totality of human experience 
for good and for evil in all its diverse individual centres of ex¬ 
pression. But in spite of all these transformations and manifesta¬ 
tions of Himself through His supra-logical power of mdyd, He 
remains entirely complete and unchanged in the manifestations of 
His supra-logical essential power. On the one side we have God 
as the creator and upholder of the universe, and on the other we 
have the God of religion, the object of the mystic raptures of His 

1 Sat-sandarbha , p. 344. 2 Ibid. p. 347. 

8 tattvato* nyatha-bhdvah parinama ityeva lak$anaifi na tu tattvasya . 

Sarva-samvadirii , p.121. 
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devotees. The world is produced by the" mayd power. of God and is 
therefore not identical with Him. The gross'and the x irnpure selves- 
and the world, all that is conscious and unconscious, th^cause and 
the subtle pure element of the self—none of them are different from 
God, because the subtler, ones are of the nature of His power, and 
the grosser ones are ..the modification or effects of His'power;.and 
though the world is one with Him, yet the defects and impurities 
of the world do not affect Him in the least, for in spite of these 
transformations He is untouched by them; such is the.supradogical 
character of His power 1 . 

Jlva then proceeds to show that the ultimate.substance of the 
gross physical world, of the five elements and their modifications, 
is none other than the highest self, Paramatman or God. There is 
nothing in gross physical objects which can explain their appearance 
of unity as concrete wholes. For these wholes caqndt be,wholes in 
the same sense as forests made*up of trees; these*latter, indeed/ 
cannot properly be called wholes, for, if one pulls a tree, the forest is 
not: pulled; whereas in the case of a concrete object, when one pulls 
at one end, the object-itself is pulled. Hit is argffed that there is a 
whole distinct from the parts, then its relation to the latter would 
be incomprehensible, for it is never experienced as entirely different 
from the parts; if the whole is supposed to be connectedvwith each 
of the parts, then even a finger may be felt as a whole body; if it is 
supposed that a whole exists in parts only, in parts, then the same 
difficulty will again arise, and there will be a vicious infinite. So no 
Concrete whole as distinct from the parts can be admitted to exist, 
and for the same reason the separate concrete existence of the 
elements may hq denied. If the existence of wholes is denied in 
this way, then the existence of parts must also be denied; for, if 
.there are no wholes} then there cannot be any parts, since it is only 
the wholes that are directly experienced, and parts are only ad¬ 
mitted to account for the experience of the wholes. So the only 
assumption that remains h that God is the ultimate substance. 
Jlva refers .tb the Bhagavata-piirdna, hi. 6.1-3, which seems to hold 
. \ . that the discrete elements of God’s own powers form the.twen.ty- 
■ three Samkhya categories, which* are combined arid united into 
wholes through the element of time, which is but another name for 
Hjs transcendent effort. The* curious doctrine here put forth is 
^ 1 P* 251. 
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rather very new in the history of Indian philosophy, though it is 
unfortunate that it has not been further developed here. It seems 
to maintain that the discrete elements of the substantial part 
(iipadandmsa) of tndyd derive their appearance of reality from God, 
and that through God’s elan or activity as time these elements are 
held together and produce the notion of wholes, since there is no 
other whole than God, How time is responsible for the combina¬ 
tion of atoms into molecules and of molecules into wholes is not 
explained. 

Kapila’s philosophy in the Bhagavata-purana. 

The Bhagavata-purana gives an account of Sarnkhya which is 
somewhat different from the account that can be got from the 
classical Samkhya works. There is one beginningless qualityless 
purusa., which shines forth as all the individual souls, self-shining, 
which transcends the sphere of the prakrti l . It is this purusa that 
playfully (Ulayd) accepts the prakrti that approaches it of its own 
accord; it is this purusa that is probably regarded as Isvara or God 2 . 
He however, having perceived the prakrti as producing diverse kinds 
of creation out of its own stuff, was Himself blinded ( vimildha ) by 
the veiling power of ignorance ( jndna-giihaya ) of this prakrti 3 . 
By a false imposition the purusa conceives itself to be the agent in 
the changes that take place by the natural movement of the gunas 
of prakrti ; and hence it exposes itself to births and rebirths and 
becomes bound by the laws of karma . In reality the prakrti itself 
is the cause and agent of all its own self-abiding effects, and purusa 
is only the passive enjoyer of all pleasures and pains. In describing 
the evolution of the categories we have the five gross elements or 
mahabhutas , the five tamndtras, the ten senses and the microcosm 
(antaratmaka) —consisting of manas , buddki , ahamkdra and citta. 


anadir atma purusa nirgunah prakrtefi parah 
pratyag-dhama svayarn-jyotir visvani yena samanvitam. 


Bhdgavata-purana, in, 26. 3, 


2 ayam Isvara ity acyate, Subodhinl commentary on ibid. 

3 Subodhinl points out here that in this state, in which the purusa blinds him¬ 
self, he is called jlva. Vijaya-dhvajt, however, takes it in the sense that the 
transcendent purusa or livara which had accepted the prakrti as its own thus 
blinds the individual souls through it. 3 rldhara says that there are two kinds of 
purusa, Isvara and fiva ; and, further, that according to its blinding power 
(dvarana-sakti) and creative power (vik$epa~iakti) prakrti is twofold; and that 
purusd also is twofold, according as it behaves as individual souls or as God. 
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In addition to these there is the twenty-fifth category, called time 
( kdla ), which some regard as a separate category, hot as an evolute 
of prakrti, but as the transcendental effort of purusa (used in the 
sense of God) 1 . It is said that God manifests Himself in man 
internally, as his inner self, as the controller of all his experiences, 
and externally, as time in the manifold objects of experience. Thus 
there are twenty-five categories if time, individual Soul, and Cod 
are taken as one; if time is taken separately and God and purusa axe 
taken as one* there are twenty-six categories; and If all the three are v 
taken separately, there are twenty-seven categories 2 . It is the purusa 
which is to be taken as being under the influence of prakrti and as 
free of it in its transcendent capacity as God (in an implicit manner). 
It is by the influence of time \kdla) that the equilibrium of the 
gunas in the prakrti is disturbed and that their natural transforma¬ 
tions take place; and through the direction of laws of karma 
superintended by God the category of mahat is evolved 2 . It is 
curious that, though mahat is mentioned as a stage of prakrti, it is 
only regarded as a creative state ( vrtti) or prakrti , and not as a 
separate category. In another passage in the Bhdgavata it is said 
that in the beginning God was alone in Himself with His own 
dormant powers, and not finding anything through which He could 
* reflect Himself and realize Himself, He disturbed the equilibrium 
of His mdyd power through the functioning of time and through 
His own self (purusa), impregnating it with consciousness; and thus 
the process of creation started through the transformations of the 
prakrlP . In another passage the question is raised how, if God is 
free in Himself, can He put Himself in bondage to mdyd ; and 
the reply given is that in reality there is no bondage of God, but, 
just as in dreams a man may perceive his own head to be struck off 
v his body, or may perceive his own reflection shaking in water on 
account of its ripples, so it is but the reflection of God that appears 
as individual souls sufferingv bondage to world-experiences. It 
follows therefore, according to this view, that individual souls are 
v illusory creations, and that both tfrey and their world-experience 
must consequently be false 4 . In another passage which immediately 

1 prabfiavam paurusatri prahuh kdlam eke yqto* bhayam . Ibid . in. 26. 16. 

2 Prakrti is not included in this enumeration; if it were, there would be 
twenty-eight categories. 


3 Ibid, ri. 5. 22, 23, 


4 Ibid, ill, 5. 22-27. 
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follows the previous one it is definitely stated that the world only 
appears in consciousness, but that in reality it does not exist 1 . It is 
clear that these passages of the Bhagavata distinctly contradict the 
interpretation of its philosophy given by Jiva in the previous section, 
as they deny the reality of individual souls and die reality of world- 
appearance. 2 But this is just what we may expect if we remember 
that the Bhagavata is a collection of accretions from different hands 
at different times and not a systematic whole. If the Samkhya 
theory described in n. 5, III, 5, m. 7 and in. 26 be interpreted 
consistently, then the result is that there are two fundamental 
categories, God and His own mdyd , the prakrti ; that God, in His 
desire to realize Himself, reflects Himself in the prakrti , which is 
but His own power, and it is through this impregnation of Himself 
in His own power that He appears as individual souls suffering the 
bon dage of prakrti ; it is again through this impregnation of Himself 
that prakrti is enlivened by consciousness; and then, through His 
creative effort, which is designated as time, the equilibrium of 
the gunas of prakrti is disturbed, the transformatory movement is 
set up in the prakrti\ and the categories are evolved. 

In a passage in the fifth chapter (v. 12. 6-9).the existence of 
wholes is definitely described as illusory. There are no entities but 
the partless atoms, and even these a toms are imaginary construc¬ 
tions without which it would not be possible to conceive of wholes. 
All our conceptions of the external world start with atoms, and all 
that we see or feel gradually grows through a series of accretions. 
This growth in accretion is not a real growth, but is only an 
application of the time-sense. Time is therefore co-pervasive with 
the universe. The conception of an atom is but the conception of 
the smallest moment, and the entire conception of wholes of atoms 
as developing into dyad molecules, grosser specks and so on is 
nothing but advancing temporal construction and the growing 
combination of time-moments. The ultimate reality underlying all 
these changes is one all-pervasive unchanging whole, which 
through the activity of time appears as moments and their accre¬ 
tions (corresponding to atoms and their combinations) 3 . Time is 

1 Bhagavata-purdna , in. 7. 9-12. 

2 arthdbhavam viniscitya pratUasyapi ndtmanah. Ibid. in. 7. 18. 

andtmanah prapaficasya pratJtmydpi arthdbhavam ortho*tra nasti kintu 

pranti-matram . (^ridhara’s comment on Bhagavata , in. 7. 18). 
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thus not a product of prakrti but the transcendent activity of God, 
through which the unmanifested prakrti is transformed into the 
gross world and by which all the discrete entities appear as wholes 1 . 
In God this time exists as His inherent power of activity. It has 
been pointed out in the last section how Jlva considered time to be 
the active element of the mdyd and the gums the passive element. 

The first category evolved from the prakrti is mahat y which 
contains the germs of the entire universe; it is pure translucent 
sattva (also called citta and Vasudeva according to the terminology 
of the Bhagavata cult). From the category of mahat the threefold 
ahamkdra, viz, vaikdrika , taijasa and tdmasa , was produced. In the 
terminology this ahamkdra is called Samkarsana . All activity, 
instrumentality and transformatory character as effect is to be 
attributed to this ahamkdra , The category of manas is produced 
from the vaikdrika ahamkdra , and it is called Aniruddha in the 
terminology of the Bhagavata cult. The Bhagavata cult here 
described believed in three vyUhas of Vamadeva, Samkarsana and"- 
Aniruddha , and therefore there is no mention here of the production 
of the Pradyumna-vyttha . Pradyumna in this view stands for 
desire; desires are but functions of the categoty of manas and not 
a separate category 2 . From the taijasa-ahamkara the category of 
buddhi. is evolved. It is by the functions of this category that the 
functioning of the senses, the cognition of objects, doubts, errors, 
determinateness, memory and sleep are to be explained 3 . Both the 
conative and cognitive senses are produced from the taijasa- 
ahamkdra * From the tdmasa'ahamkdra the sound-potential ( sabda- 
tanmdtra) is produced, and from it the element of dkdsa is pro¬ 
duced. From the element of dkdsa the heat-light-potential ( rupa- 
tamnatra) is produced, and from that the element of light, and so on. 

The purusa is immersed in the prakrti , but nevertheless, being 
unchangeable, qualityless and absolutely passive, it is not in any 
way touched by the qualities of prakrti. It has already been pointed 

1 This view of time is different from the yoga view of time as moments (as 
explained by Vijnana-bhik$u in his Yoga-varttika , hi. 51). There a moment is 
described as the movement of a guna particle through a space of its own dimension, 
and the eternity of time is definitely denied. Time in that view can only be the 
discrete moments. 

a Ibid. m. 26. 27. yasya nianasah sankalpa-vikalpabhyam kama-sambhavo 
varttata iti kdma-rupa vrttilaksanatvena uktd na tu pradyumna-vyuhotpattih 
tasya sankalpadi-kdryatvabhdvat. (&rldhara*s comment on the above.) 

8 Those who believe in four vyuhas call this the pradyumna-vyuha. 
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out that the influence of the prakrti is limited to the image of 
purusa in the prakrti, and that, being reflected in the prakrti^ the one 
purusa throws a shadow of infinite selves. These selves are deluded 
by egoism and consider themselves to be active agents, and, though 
there are no real births and rebirths, yet they continue to suffer the 
bondage of the samara cycle like a man who suffers from bad 
dreams. 

Those who wish to be emancipated should therefore steadily 
practise disinclination from worldly joys and keen devotion. They 
should take to the path of self-control, make their minds free of 
enmity to all beings, practise equality, sex-control and silence, 
should remain contented with anything that comes in their way, 
and should have a firm devotion to God. When they leave their 
false selfrlove and egoism and can realize the truth about prakrti 
and purusa, viz. that the latter is the unconditioned and underlying 
reality of all, as the^one Sun which creates illusions like its re¬ 
flections in the water ; when they understand that the real self, the 
ultimate reality, is always experienced as the underlying being 
which manifests our biological, sensory and psychical personality 
or egohood, and that this reality is realized in deep dreamless sleep 
(when this egohood temporarily ceases to exist), they attain their 
real emancipation 1 . The well-known yoga accessories mentioned 
by Patahjali, such as non-injury, truthfulness, non-stealing, con¬ 
tentment with the bare necessities of life, purity, study, patience, 
control of the senses, are also regarded as a necessary preparation 
for self-advancement. The practice of postures ( dsana ), breath- 
control ( pranaydma ), and that of holding the mind steadily on 
particular objects of concentration, are also advised as methods of 
purifying the mind. When the mind is thus purified and concentra¬ 
tion practised, one should think of God and His great qualities 2 . 

^Devotion to God is regarded as the second means of attaining right 
knowledge and wisdom about the oneness of the ultimate and the 
relation between the prakrti and the illusory individual selves. 
Thus it is said that, when one meditates upon the beautiful tran¬ 
scendent and resplendent form of Hari and is intoxicated with love 
for Him, one’s heart melts through devotion, through excess of 
emotion one’s hair stands on end, and one floats in tears of excessive 
delight through yearning after God; it is thus that the hook of the 

1 Bhdgavata-purdya, m. 27. 2 Ibid, m. 28. 
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mind is dislodged from the sense-objects to which it was attached 1 . 
When, through such excess of emotion one’s mind becomes dis¬ 
inclined to all other objects, and thus there is no object of medita¬ 
tion, the mind is destroyed like a flame extinguished, and the self, 
returning from the conditions imposed upon it by the transforma¬ 
tions of the gunaSy finds itself to be one with the transcendent and 
the highest self 8 . Devotion is said to be of four kinds, sattvika , 
rajasa , tdrnasa and nirguna . Those who want God’s grace and are 
devoted to Him in order to satisfy their personal jealousy, pride or 
enmity are called tdmasa y those who seek Him for the attainment of 
power, fame, etc. are called rdjasa\ and those who are devoted to 
Him or who renounce all their kamias and their fruits to Him 
through a sense of religious duty or for the washing away of their 
sins are called sattvika. But those who are naturally inclined towards 
Him without any reason save deep attachment, and who would not 
desire anything but the bliss of serving Him as His servants, it is 
they who may be said to possess the nirguna devotion, (bhakti). But 
this nirguna devotion must manifest itself in realizing God as per¬ 
vading all beings : devotees of this type would consider all beings 
as their friends, and with them there is no difference between a 
friend and a foe. No one can claim to possess this high devotion 
merely by external adorations of God; he must also serve all 
humanity as a friend and brother 3 . Thus either by yoga methods of 
self-purification and concentration of the mind on God and His 
super-excellent qualities, or by a natural love for. Him, one may 
attain the ultimate wisdom, that the one reality is God and that 
individual selves and their experiences are but mere reflections in 
prakrti and its transformations. 

It m ay however be pointed out that even the first method of yoga 


evam harau bhagavati prati-labdha-bhavo 

bhaktyd dravad-hydaya utpulakah pramod&t 

auikanthya~va$pa~ka\aya muhur ardyamanas 

tac cdpi citta-badisciin sanahair viytinkte. Ibid, ill . 28. 34. 

muktairayam yan ?iirvi$ayam viraktam 

nirvanam rcchati tnanah sahasd yathd'rcih 

dtmdnam atra puru$q*vyavadhdnam ekam 

anvlk$ate prati~nivrtta~guna-praVdhah . Ibid. Hi. 28. 35. 

yo mam sarve$u bhute$u scintam dtmdnam isvaram 

hitvcTrcdm bhajate maudhydd bh as many evajuhoti sah 

ahain uccdvacair dravyaih kriy ayo tpannayd * naghe 

naiva tusye y rcito 'rcay am bhilta-grdmdvamdninah. 


Ibid. IM. 29. 22, 24. 



is associated with some kind of bhakti or devotion, as it involves 
meditation upon God and the blissful feeling associated with it. 
The word yoga is not used in this connection in Patahjali’s technical 
sense (from the root ynj samadhau ), but in the more general sen3e 
of yoga (yoga as ‘‘connection,” from the root ytijir yoge). Though 
this system involves most of the accessories of yoga for the puri¬ 
fication of mind and as preparation for concentration, yet the 
ultimate aim is the realization of unity of the phenomenal self with 
God, which is entirely different from the yoga of Patahjali. So, as 
this yoga essentially aims at a unification with God through 
meditation upon Him, it may also be called a sort of bhakti-yoga> 
tho ugh it in its turn is different from the other bhakti-yoga , in which 
all the purposes of yoga discipline are served by an excess of 
emotion for God 1 . 

Kapila has been described as an incarnation of God, and the 
philosophy that is attributed to him in the Bhagavata forms the 
dominant philosophy contained therein. All through the Bhagavata 
the philosophy of theistic Samkhya as described by Kapila is again 
and again repeated in different passages in different contents. Its 
difference from the classical Samkhya as expounded by Hvara- 
krsna or by Patahjali and Vyasa is too patent to need explanation 
at any length. In the Bhagavata , XL 22 a reference is made to 
different schools of Samkhya which count their ultimate categories 
as three, four, five, six, seven, nine, eleven, thirteen, fifteen, six¬ 
teen, seventeen, twenty-five and twenty-six, and it is asked how 
these differences of view can be reconciled. The reply is that these 
differences do not involve a real difference of Samkhya thought; 
it is held that the difference is due to the inclusion of some of 
the categories within others (paraspardnupravesdt tattvdndm) ; for 
instance, some of the effect categories are included within the cause 
categories, or some categories are identified from particular con¬ 
siderations. Thus, when one thinks that the purusa , being always 
under the influence of beginningless ignorance (anadyavidya- 
yuktasya ), cannot by itself attain the knowledge of ultimate reality, 
it becomes necessary to conceive the existence of a super-person, 
different from it, who could grant such knowledge; according to 

1 yatah sandharyamclnaydifi yogino bhakti~lak$anah 

dsu sampadyate yoga dsrayam bhadram iksatah. 

Bhagavata-puraria , n. 1. 21. 
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this view there would be twenty-six categories. But, when one 
thinks that there is not the slightest difference between the purusa 
(or the individual soul) and God, the conception of the latter as 
separate from the former becomes quite unnecessary; on this view 
there would be only twenty-five categories. Again, those who 
reckon nine categories do so by counting purusa , prakrti, mahat , 
ahamkdra and the five tanmdtras, In this view knowledge ( jnana) 
is regarded as a transformation of the gunas , and {prakrti being 
nothing more than the equilibrium of the gunas) knowledge may 
also be regarded as identical with prakrti; similarly actions are to be 
regarded as being only transformations of rajas and ignorance 
as transformation of lamas . Time {kola) is not regarded here as 
a separate category, but as the cause of the co-operative movement 
of the gunas , and nature {svabhava) is identified with the mahat- 
tattva. The cognitive senses are here included within the cognitive 
substance of sativa, the conative senses within the rajas, and the 
cognitions of touch, taste, etc. are regarded as the fields of the 
manifestations of the senses and not as separate categories. Those 
who reckon eleven categories take the cognitive and conative 
senses as two additional categories and, considering the sensations 
of touch, taste, etc. as being manifestations of the senses, naturally 
ignore their claim to be considered as categories. In another view 
prakrti , which is moved into activity by the influence of purusa , is 
regarded as different from it, and thus there are the two categories 
of purusa and prakrti , then are the five tanmdtras , the transcen¬ 
dental seer and the phenomenal self; thus there are nine categories 
in all. Upon the view that there are six categories, only the five 
elements and the transcendent self are admitted. Those who hold 
that there are only four categories admit only the three categories of 
light-heat ( tejas), water and earth, and accept the transcendent self 
as the fourth. Those who hold that there are seventeen categories 
admit the five tanmdtras , five elements and five senses, manas and 
the self. Those who hold that there are sixteen categories identify 
manas with the self. Those who hold that there are thirteen 
categories admit the five elements (which are identified with the 
tanmdtras ), the five senses, manas> and the transcendent and the 
phenomenal, selves. Those who admit only eleven categories accept 
only the five elements, five senses and the self. There are others, 
again, who admit eight prakrtis and the purusa, and thus reduce the 
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number to nine. The eclectic spirit of the Bhagavata tried to recon¬ 
cile the conflicting accounts of the Samkhya categories by explaining 
away the differences; but to an impartial observer these differences 
are sometimes fundamental, and at least it is evident that, though 
these different lines of thought may all be called in some sense 
Samlthya, they signify the existence of a good deal of independent 
thinking, the exact value of which, however, cannot be determined 
for want of detailed and accurate information regarding the de¬ 
velopment of these schools 1 . 

The fundamental difference of the Bhagavata school of Samkhya 
from that of the classical Samkhya is that it admits one purusa as 
the real all-pervading soul, which is the real seer of all our ex¬ 
periences and the basic universal being that underlies all things 
of this universe. The individual phenomenal selves appear as real 
entities only by the delusive confusion of the universal purusa with 
the transformations of the prakrti and by the consequent false 
attribution of the movements and phenomena of the prakrti to this 
universal purusa. The false individual selves arise out of such false 
attribution and there is thus produced the phenomenon of birth 
and rebirth, though there is no association of the prakrti with the 
universal purusa. All our world-experiences are mere illusions, like 
dreams, and are due to mental misconceptions. The emphasis on 
the illusory character of the world is very much stronger in the 
passages that are found in the Bhagavata , xr. zz than in the passages 
that deal with Kapila’s philosophy of Samkhya just described; and 
though the two treatments may not be interpreted as radically 
different, yet the monistic tendency which regards all worldly 
experiences as illusory is so remarkably stressed that it very nearly 
destroys the realistic note which is a special feature of the Samkhya 
schools of thought 2 . 


1 In Asvagho$a’s Buddha-carita there is an account of Sarnkhya which counts 
prakrti and vikara. Of these prakrti consists of eight categories—the five 
elements, egoism ( ahamkara) > buddhi and avyakta , and the vikara consists of 
seventeen categories—the five cognitive and the five conative senses, manasi, 
buddhi and th£ live kinds of sense-knowledge. In addition to these there is a 
category of ksetrajna or self or dtman. 

2 yathci mano-ratha-dhiyo visaydnttbhavo mrsd 
svapna-drstds ca daiarha tathd samsdra dtmanah 
arthe hy avidyamane'pi sa?nsvtir na nivartate 
dhyayato vi$aydn asya svapne* narthagamo yathd. 

Bhagavata, xi. 22 . 55, 56. 
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In xi. 13 this monistic interpretation or rather this monistic 
transformation of Samkhya reaches its culmination; it is held that 
ultimate reality is one, and that all differences are but mere dif¬ 


ferences of name and form. Whatever may be perceived by the 


senses, spoken by words or conceived in thought is but the one 
reality, the Brahman. The gunas are the product of mind and the 
mind of the gunas , and it is these two illusory entities that form the 
person; but one should learn that both of them are unreal and that 
the only reality, on which both of them are imposed, is Brahman. 
Waking experiences, dreams, and dreamless sleep are all functions 


of the mind; the true self is the pure seer {saksin) > which is entirely 


different from them. So long as the notion of the “many” is not 
removed by philosophical reasonings, the ignorant person is simply 
dreaming in all his waking states, just as one feels oneself awake in 
one’s dreams. Since there is nothing else but the self, and since all 
else is mere illusion like dreams, all worldly laws, purposes, aims 
and works are necessarily equally false. One should observe that 
we have the notion of the identity of our selves, in our wakeful and 
dream experiences and in our experiences of dreamless deep sleep, 
and one should agree that all these experiences in all these three 
stages of life do not really exist, they are all but the manifestations 
of may a on the ultimate reality, the Brahman; and thus by such 
inferences and considerations one should remove all one’s attach¬ 
ments and cut asunder all one’s fetters by the sword of knowledge. 
One should regard the entire world and its experiences as nothing 
more than the imagination of the mind—a mere appearance which 
is manifested and lost; all experiences are but may a and the only 
underlying reality is pure consciousness. Thus it is through right 
knowledge that true emancipation comes, though the body may 
hold on so long as the fruits of karma are not exhausted through 
pleasurable and painful experiences. And this is said to be the 
secret truth of Samkhya and Yoga. It may generally appear rather 
surprising to find such an extreme idealistic monism in the 
Bhdgavata , but there are numerous passages which show that an 
extreme form of idealism recurs now and then as one of the 
principal lines of thought in the Bhdgavata 1 . 

The first adoration verse is probably the most important passage 
in the Bhdgavata. And even in this passage it is said (in one of its 


1 Ibid. XI. 13. 
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prominent and direct interpretations) that the creation through 
gunas is false and that yet, on account of the all-pervading reality 
that underlies it, it appears as real; that the production, mainte¬ 
nance and destruction of .the universe all proceed from the ultimate 
reality, Brahman, and that it fs through the light'of this reality that 
all darkness vanishes 1 . In another passage, in Vi. 4. 29-32, it is said 
that Brahman is beyond the gunas , and that whatever may be pro¬ 
duced in the world, or as the world, has Brahman for its ground and 
cause, and that He alone is true; and that both the atheistic Samkhya 
and the theistic Yoga agree in admitting Him as the ultimate 
reality. 

It was pointed out in a previous section that according to Jiva 
the mdyd had two parts, formative and constitutive, and it was the 
Jitter that was identified with prakrti or the three gunas. But this 
mdyd was regarded as an external power of God as distinguished 
from His essential power. The Visnu-purana> however, does not 
seem to make any such distinction; it says that the great Lord 
manifests Himself through His playful activity as prakrti , purusa, 
the manifold world and time, but yet it considers the prakrti and the 
purusa to he* different from the essential nature of the Lord, and 
time as that which holds these two together and impels them for the 
creational forms 2 . Thus, since time is the cause which connects the 
prakrti and thepurusa, it exists even when all creational modes have 
shrunk back into the pfakrti in the great dissolution. When the 
gunas are in equilibrium, the prakrti and the purusa remain dis¬ 
connected, and it is then that the element of time proceeds out of 
the Lord apd connects the. two together 3 . But the prakrti in both 
it* unmanifested aqd manifested forms or its contraction and 
dilation ( samkoca-vikdsdphydm ) is a part of God’s nature; so in 
N disturbing the equilibrium of prakrti it is God who disturbs His 

1 <jdnmadyasya s yato'nvayad itaratat cdrthesv abhijftah svardt 
','. tene brahma hr da y a adikavaye muhyanti yat surayati. 
teja-ydri-mrddm yathd vinimayo yatra trisargo'mrpi 
K . dhamna svena sacpl nirasta-kuhakam satyam param dhlmahi. 

. , Bhdgavata , 1. 1. 1. 

* \ 2 tyaktarn vipms tathavyaktam purupih kdla eva ca. 
krtdato bdlakasyeva ce$tdrp, tasya nisdmaya, 

visyoh svarUpat parato hi te'nye rUpe pradhanam purusai ca viprds 
tasyaiva te’nycna dhrte viyukte riXpadi yat tad dvija kdla-samjnam. 

% V 4 Vipiu-purana, 1. 2. c8, 24. 

3 ' <. guna-sdmye tatas tapnin prthak puitisi vyavasthite 

' kala-svarUpa-rupam tad visnor maitreya vartate. Ibid, 27. 
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own nature (sa eva ksobhako brahman ksohhyai ca purusottamah ), 
and this He does through the instrumentality of time. Through His 
will He penetrates into the prakrti and the purusa , and sets off the 
creative operation of the prakrti , though this operation of the will 
does not involve any notion of ordinary physical activity 1 . Time is 
thus regarded as the spiritual influence of God, by which the 
prakrti is moved though He remains unmoved Himself. From 
prakrti there is the threefold evolution of mahat ( sattvika , rajasa 
and tdmasa) by a process of differentiation and development of 
heterogeneity 2 . By the same process the differentiation of mahat 
into vaikarika , taijasa and bhutadi takes place as integrated within 
the mahat as integrated within the prakrti 3 . Being similarly inte¬ 
grated in the mahat , the bhutadi is further differentiated into the 
tanmdtric stage and produces first the sound-potential (sabda- 
tanmdtrd). From the sabda-tanmdtra the element of dkdsa was 
produced from the relevant matter of bhutadi ; this iabda-tamndtra 
and dkdsa was further integrated in bhutadi and in this integrated 
state the element of dkdsa transformed itself into the touch- 
potential (sparsa-tanmdtra) ; then from this touch-potential air was 
produced by its transformation (through accretion from bhutadi). 
Then in association of the integration of the element of dkdla and 
sabda-tanmdtra with the touch-potential (sparsa-tanmdtra) the 
element of air produced the heat-light-potential ( rfipa-tanmdtra) 
in the medium of the bhutadi , and from that the element of heat- 
light was produced by an accretion from bhutadi . Again in associa¬ 
tion of the integration of touch-potential, the element of air and the 
heat-light-potential, the element of heat-light transformed itself 
into the taste-potential in. the medium of the bhutadi , and in a 
similar way water was produced by an accretion from the bhutadi. 
Again, from the integration of taste-potential, heat-light potential 
and water, the smell-potential was produced by a transformation 
of the element of water in the medium of the bhutadi, and out of 
this smell-potential in integration with the above the element 
of earth was produced by an accretion from bhutadi. Out of the 

1 pradhanatfi puru$am capi pravisyatmecchayd harih 
ksobhayarndsa samprdpte sarga-kdlevyaydvyayau. Ibid. 29. 

2 This view of the evolution of three different kinds of mahat is peculiar to 
the Vi$nu-purdna, which is different from the classical Sarjikhya. 

3 This second stage is in agreement with the doctrine of Samkhya as explained 
in the Vydsa-bhasya on the Yoga-sutra, n. 19 of Pataftjali. 
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ijasa-ahamkara the tea' conative*and cognitive senses were pro¬ 
duced, and martas was produced out of the vaikatika-ahamkara. 
The five tanmdtra are called the unspecialized modifications 
{avUe$(i)y and the senses and the gross elements are regarded as 
fully specialized modifications (visesa) 1 . , 

It will appear from the above and also from what has already 
been said in the chapter on the Kapila and Pataiijala school of 
Samkhya in the first volume of the present work that the system 
of Samkhya had undergone many changes in the hands of various 
writers a t different times. But it is difficult to guess which of these 
can be genuinely attributed to Kapila. In the absence of any proof 
to the contrary it may be assumed that the account of Samkhya 
attributed to Kapila in the Bhdgavata may generally be believed to 
be true. But I^varakrsna also gives us an account of what can be 
called the classical Samkhya in his Sdmkhya-kdrikd, which he says 
was first taught by Kapila to Asuri and by him to Pancasikha, and 
that his account of Samkhya was a summary of what was contained 
in the Sasti-tantra with the exception of the polemical portions and 
fables; also that he himself was instructed in the traditional school 
of Samkhya as carried down from Asuri through generations of 
teachers and pupils. But the Bhdgavata account of Kapila’s 
Samkhya materially differs from the Samkhya of the Samkhya ~ 
kdrikdy for, while the former is definitely theistic, the latter is at least 
tacitly atheistic, for it is absolutely silent about God; apparently 
God has no place in this system. But the theistic Samkhya as 
described in the Bhdgavata , which is of course quite different and 
distinct from the theistic Samkhya of Patanjali and Vyasa-hhdsya , 
is not an isolated instance which can easily be ignored; for most of 
the Pur anas which have a Vaisnava tradition behind them generally 
agree in all essential features with the theistic element of the 
Kapila Samkhya of the Bhdgavaia y and some of the important: 
Pancaratra dgamas also in some ways support it. Thus the 
Akirbudhnya-samhitd describes the Samkhya system t as that which 
believes the prakrti to be the cause of the manifold world and that 
this prakrti is moved into creative transformations through the 


1 Visnu-purdna , i. 2. See also Dr.Sir B. N. Seal’s interpretation of this 
passage? juft P. C. Ray’s Hindu Chemistry* ,VoL n, pp. 90-5. 

The same verses occur in the Padma-purdna (Svarga khayda) regarding the 
evolution of the Sarpkhya categories. \ • 
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influence of time by the will of Lord Visnu. There is but one 
purusa , who is the sum-total of all puru§a$ and who is absolutely 
changeless (kutastha) ; there is the Prakrit, constituted of the three 
gunas in equilibrium; and there is also the element of time ( kata), 
through which by the will of the Lord (visnu-samkalpa-coclitdt) the 
purusa and the prakrti are connected and the creative movement of 
the prakrti set up. The purusa , prakrti and kdla are in their turn 
but special manifestations of Lord Visnu 1 . The evolution of the 
gross elements is also described here as being directly from their 
respective tanmdtras. It also believes that the powers of the Lord 
are supra-logical ( acintya), and therefore cannot be contested on 
purely formal grounds of reason or logical principles of self- 
contradiction. It holds however the rather unique view that from 
time the sativa-guna springs into being and from sattva rajas and 
from rajas tamas , and it also gives a different interpretation of the 
vytiha doctrine—but these have already been discussed in the 
chapter on the Pancaratra philosophy. The Ahirbudhnya, however, 
ascribes this Samkhya philosophy to Kapila (the incarnation of 
Visnu) who wrote the Sasti-tantra, and it also enumerates the 
names of the chapters or tantras of this work 2 . The work is divided 
into two books; in the first book there is one chapter (tantra) on 
Brahman, one on purusa, three on power (sakti), destiny ( niyati) 
and time (kdla), three on th t gunas, one on the changeless (aksara), 
one on prana and one on the agent ( kartr), one on the Lord, five on 
cognition, five on actions, five on tanmdtras and five on the five 
gross elements; thus altogether there are thirty-two chapters in the 
first book. In the second book there are twenty-eight chapters— 
five on duties, one on experience, one on character, five on afflic¬ 
tions, three on the pram anas, one on illusions, one on dharma, one 
on disinclination, one on miraculous powers, one on guna, one on 
Mga ot signs, one on perception, one on Vedic performances, one 
on sorrow, one on final achievement, one on removal of passions, 
one on customs and one on emancipation 3 . Thus we have a theistic 


purusai caiva kcilai ca gunai ceti tridhocyate 

bhiitih hiddhetard vi§noh Ahirbudhnya-samhita, vi. 8. 

sdmkhya-rtipena samkalpo vaisnavah kapildd r$ek 
tidito yddriah purvam tcLdrsani srnu me y khilam 
§a$ti-bhedam smrtarti tantram samkhyam n&ma mahdmune 
prdkrtam vaikrtam ceti mattdale dvc samasatah. Ibid . xn. 19. 


3 Ibid . xn. 20-30. 
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and an atheistic account of Samkhya, both alleged to.be based on , 
the Sasti- tcmira Sastra, both described as the philosophy of. 
Kapil a and both derived from authoritativeancient texts. Not only-, 
does th e Bhdgavata refer to Kapila as an. incarnation of God, but 
many of .the Pancaratra texts also allude to him as an incarnation 
of God Visnu; the Mahdbhdrata describes him. as Bhagayan Hari 
and Visnu (ill. 47. 18), with VasudeVa (111.U07. 31) and with- 
Krsna, and also describes him as a great rsi who reduced the sons 
of Sagara. into ashes by his wrath. In the Bhagavad-gita ' also 
Krsna says that of the seers he is the sage Kapila (x. 26), but in the 
Makdbh&rata (in. 220. 21) Kapila is identified with the Fourth. 
Fire. A sage Kapila is also mentioned in the Svetasvatara 
Upanisad (v. 2), and Sankara says in the commentary on the 
Brahma-stttra that this Kapila must be different from the Kapila 
(who reduced the sons of Sagara to ashes) and the Kapila who 
wrote the Samkhya philosophy cannot be ascertained. Thus-we 
have at least three Kapilas, the Kapila who reduced the sons of 
Sagara into ashes, and who is regarded by the Mahdbhdrata'as an 
incarnation or manifestation of Visnu, Hari or Krsna, a Kapila who 
is regarded as an incarnation of Fire, and the Upanisadic sage 
Kapila, who is regarded there as mature in wisdom. The first,two 
are definitely reputed to he authors of Sarnkhya philosophy, and 
Nilakantha, the commentator on the Mahdbhdrata , says that it is 
Kapila (=the incarnation of Fire) who was the author of the 
atheistic Samkhya 1 . In the Mahdbhdrata (xn. 350. 5) it is said that 
the sage Kapila based his Samkhya philosophy on the doctrine that 
it is the on epurusa, the great Narayana, who in himself is absolutely ’ 
qualityless and untouched by all worldly conditions and is yet the 
superintendent of all phenomenal selves associated with their subtle 
and gross bodies, and is the .ultimate ground of all the cognitional 
and- sense-experiences enjoyed by them, the absolute and ultimate 
reality which appears as the subjective and the objective world and 
yet behaves as the cosmic creator and ruler in his four-fold 
personality as Vasudeva, Samkarsana, Aniruddha and Pradyumna 2 . 
Before examining other accounts of Samkhya as found in the 
Mahdbhdrata we may point out .that Pahcasikha himself was not 
only called Kapileya from his sucking the breasts of a woman called 

1 Nilakantha’s commentary on the Mahdbhdrata , in. zz o. z i, 

a See the Mahdbhdrata, xn. 351. See also the commentary of Nilakantha on it. 
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Lapila while an infant, but was also called Paramard Kapila 1 . 
It seems practically certain that there had been a number of 
pantheistic, theistic and atheistic varieties of Samkhya, Since the 
Ahirbudhnya-samhita gives the names of the chapters of the Sasti- 
tantra , it is almost certain that the author had seen this work, and 
that his account of Samkhya is in the main in agreement with it. 
The table of subjects enumerated shows that the work contained 
a chapter on Brahman, purusa f sakti (power), niyati (destiny), and 
kala (time), and it is these elements that occur in the Ahirbudhnya 
account of Samkhya. It therefore seems very probable that the 
Ahirbudhnya account of Samkhya is largely faithful to the Sasfi- 
tantra. We know that the Samkhya philosophy of Kapila had begun 
to change its form in some of its most important features, and it is 
quite probable that it had changed considerably by the time it was 
traditionally carried to I&varakrsna. It might still have been re¬ 
garded as containing the essential instructions of the Sasti-iantra 
and yet be very different from it; there is no proof that Isvarakrsna 
had a chance of reading this original Sa$ti~tantra> and it is reason¬ 
able to suppose that he had access only to a later version of it or 
to a revised compendium supposed to be based on it; it may be that 
the Sasti-tantra , being an ancient work, was probably so loosely 
worded that it was possible to get different interpretations from it 
—like the Brahma -sutra of Badarayana—or even that there were 
two Sasti-tantras 2 * 

1 yam dhuh Kapilam samkhyam paramarnm prajapatim. Ibid . xn. 218. 9. 

This Panca^ikha is also described as panca-r&tra-viiarada , well-versed in the 
panca-rdtra rites. 

3 In the Mathara-vrtti of Mathar&carya on the Sdmkhya-kdrikd of Isvara- 
kr§na it is said that Sa$pi-tantra means a tantra or work dealing with sixty 
subjects and not a work containing sixty chapters (tan try ante vyutpadyante 
padartha iti tantram). These sixty subjects are: five viparyayas or errors, twenty- 
eight defects (aiakti), nine false satisfactions (tutfi), and eight miraculous 
achievements (siddhi) —altogether fifty items (kdrikd 47)—the other ten subjects 
being the existence of prakrti as proved by five reasons (called the category of 
astitva)> its oneness (ekatva), its teleological relation to puru§as (arthavattva and 
pardrtliya), the plurality of the punkas (bahutva), the maintenance of the body 
even after jlvan-mukti (sthiti ), association and dissociation of prakrti with purufa 
(yoga and viyogd), difference of prakrti and puru§a (anyatva), and final cessation 
of prakrti (nivrtti), Mafhara quotes a Kdrikd enumerating the latter ten subjects: 
astitvani, ekatvam, arthcwattvam, pdrdrthyam, anyatvam y arthanivrttih, yogo 
viyogo, bahavah pumdmsah, sthttik, sartrasya viie$a~vrttih, Mdthara-vrtti, 72. 

This enumeration, however, seems to be entirely arbitrary, and apparently 
there is nothing to show that the Sasti- tantra was so called because it treated of 
these sixty subjects. 
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According to the interpretation of the Ahirhiulhnya-samhitd God 
or Isvara is above all, and then there is the category of the un-, 1 
changeable, the Brahman (consisting of the . sum-total of the 
purus as), the prakrti as the equilibrium of the gunas , and time 
(kdla), as has already been explained 3 . Time is regarded as the 
element that combines the prakrti with the purusas. It is said that 
the prakrti, the purusas and time are the materials which are led to 
their respective works in producing the manifold universe by the 
development of the categories through the will-movement of God 
{Sudanana). 2 It is thus one. unchangeable purusa that appears as 
the many individuals or phrts of the Lord Yisnu or Isvara 3 . The.’ 
will of Isvara, otherwise called Sudarsam or 1 samkalpa, , which is 
regarded>as a Vibratory; tyarisparlda) thought movement ( jndna - 
rnttla-kriyatma) , is the dynamic cause of the differentiation of 
prakrti into the categories {mahat and the rest). Time is not identi- % 
fied here with this power, but is regarded as a separate entity, an 
instrument through which the power acts. Yet this “time” has to 
be regarded as of a transcendental nature, go-existent with purusa 
and prakrti\ and distinguished from “time” as moments or their 
aggregates, which is regarded as the tamas aspect of the category of 
mahat. The sattva aspect of the mahat manifests itself as definite 
understanding {buddhir adSiyavasayim) , and the rajas aspect as life- 
activity {prana). The sattva aspect of mahat as buddhi also manifests 
itself as virtue, wisdom, miraculous powers and as disinclination 
from worldly joys (vairagya), and the tamas aspect as vice (adharma) } v 
ignorance, attachment and weakness, Jn the category of mahat the 
general sense-power is generated, by Which objects are discerned as 
cognitional modes; the ego {ahamkdra) is also generated in the 
mahat , involving the notion of integrating all experience which 

1 anyUndnatiriktam yad guna-samyam tamoviayam 

tat sdrtikhyair jagata mulam prakrtis ceti kathyate. 
kramdvatlrno yas latra catur-mami-yugah puman 
santatfih puruso youth sa kiitasthft iUryate 
yat tat kdlamayam tattvam jagatah samprakalanani 
sa tayoh karyam dsthdya samyojaka-mbhdjakah. 

, Ahirbudhnya-samhita, VH. 1-3. 

a mrt-pindt-bhutam etat tu kaladi-tritayam mum % 

visnoh sudarsanenaiva gva-sva-karya-pracoditam 
mahadddi - prthivydnta - tattva-vargopapddakam, Ibid. 4. 

3 kutastho yah pura proktah puman vyomnah par ad adhaft 

rndnavo devatadyds ca tad-vya$taya itlritdh. 
jiva~bhedd mum same vifnu-bhuty-dmsa-'kalpitdh. Ibid. 58. 
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belongs to a person (ablumdna) as a cogftizer and. enjoyer pf all 
experiences. The implication seems to be' that the category of 
rnahat manifests itself as the ^sense-faculties and the person who" 
behaves as the cognizer, because these are the modes through which 
thought must interpretjtself in order to realize its own nature as 
thought. The sditvika aspect of the aharnkara is c^Xl^A vaikdrika, 
the rdjasa character taijasa^ nd the tdmasa aspect bhutadL It is well 
to point out here that this accoimt greatly differs from the classical 
.Samkhya in this respect, that the sens& : power is here generated 
prior to aharnkara and not from; ahamkdfa, and tliat, while the 
evolution of aharnkara is regarded as the ev;oJution‘ of. a separate 
category by the thought-movement of ,God\th.e sense-power is 
.regarded, only as modes or aspects of huddhi or mahat and not as 
separate categories. The only sensevfaculty that is eVQlved through 
the thought-activity .of God out of akamkdrais manas, the reflective 
sense {ciniumtmakmfi-,.ahamkdtikam mdriyam), From^the tamas 
aspect s of aharnkara as Phutadi The iiifra-atomlc" sound-^otential 
(mbda-t'anyridtra) is produced and from this .the element of dkasa, 
\Akdia here is supposed to be of twto kinds/as the rtiaintairtcr of 
sound and as manifesting/ vacuity,, inoccupation of porosity 
(dvakasa-pradfiyi), From the mikdrika, aharnkara the organs of 
hearing'and speech are produced a,s categories through the thought- 
activity 'of God. Iju a similar manner the infra-atomic touch- 
potential (spars a~ tamndtra) Is produced from the bhiitadi, and from 
this again ait, \as that which dries up, propels,/moves and con-, 
giomeratesi is^•••pr.o‘ctuceyJ^again^^ihrough^ Ae thought-activity of 
God the . organ of'touch and. the actiye organ of grabpipg are. pro¬ 
duced, andin a similar manner the infr^atom 
(riipa-tantndtra) is .produced/frpm bh#0di ahd from%that tfife 
dement of heat-light; from the pdikarika aj^exthe visual, organ and 
the cohafive organs of The twofeet are produced, from the 
bhutadi the infra-atomic ta^te-potentfal (r$$a~fridtra) is produced 
and from it water, and from the vaikdfika aharnkara the organ of 
taste and the genitals are produced; from the hHutculi true ‘intra- 
atomic Tmell-potential ( gandha- matra ) is produced, and from it 
earth; from the mikdrika-ahqmkdra the organs of smell and of 
excretion are produced. Will, energy, and the five kinds of bio¬ 
motor activities (prana) are produced jointly from manas , aharnkara 
and buddhi. The power (sakti) of Hari or Visnu or Xsvara is one, 
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is not a physical power, a power that involves mechanical 
movement, but it is in a sense homogeneous with God, and is of 
the nature of pure self-determined thought (. svacchanda-cinmaya :); 
it is not however thought in the ordinary sense of thought—with 
particular contents and object—but it is thought in potentiality, 
thought that is to realize itself in subject-object forms, manifesting 
itself as a spiritual thought movement ( jndna-mUla-kriyatma ), It is 
this spiritual movement of that which by self-diremption splits 
itself up (dvidha-bhavam rcchati) as the thought of God (samkalpa), 
the determiner ( bhdvaka ) and the passive objectivity (bhdvya) called 
the prakrti y and it is through the former that the latter developed 
and differentiated itself into the categories mentioned above. What 
is meant by the vibratory movement of the thought of God is 
simply its unobstructed character, its character of all potentiality 
for actuality without any obstruction. It is the pure unobstructed 
flow of God's thought-power that is regarded as His will, idea or 
thought (sudarsanata) 1 . The prakrti is thus as much spiritual as 
God's thought; it represents merely objectivity and the content of 
the thought of God, and it only has an opportunity of behaving as 
an independent category of materiality when by the self-diremption 
of God's power the thought-energy requires an objective through 
which it can realize itself. 

In another chapter of the Ahirhudknya-samkitd it is said that 
the power in its original state may be conceived to be pure stillness 
(, st.aimitya-rilpa) or pure vacuity (mnyatva-rupini ), and it is out of 
its own indescribable spontaneity that it begins to set itself in 
motion 2 . It is this spontaneity, which springs out of itself and is its 
own, that is described as the thought of God or its self-dirempting 
activity, its desire for being many, All creation proceeds out of this 
spontaneity; creation is not to be described as an event which 
happened at a particular time, but it is the eternal spontaneity of 
this power of God that reveals itself as eternal creation, as eternal 
and continuous self-manifestation 3 . Whatever is described as move¬ 
ment (kriyd), energy (vtrya), self-completeness (iejas) or strength 
(bald) or God are but different aspects of this power. The strength 

1 avydghcitas tu yas tasya sa sudarsanata mune 
jnana-mtlla-kriydtmdsau svacchah svacchanda-dmnayafi. 

Ahirbudknya-saifihita , vn. 67. 

2 svatantrydd eva kasmaccit kvacit sonmesam jeehati. Ibid . v. 4. 

3 satatam kurvato jagat. Ibid. u. 59. 


mi$r$y 



Kapila’s philosophy in the Bhagdvata-purdna 


% 


{bqla) of God cbnsfetsjn the fact that He is never tired or fatigued 
in spite of Hik eternal and contiguous operation of creation; His 
energy (virya) consists in this, that, though His own poweris split 
up as the material on which His power acts, He does not suffer, any 
change on that account 1 . His lustre of self completeness ( tejas) 
consists in this, that He does not await the help of any instalment of 
any kind for His creative operations 2 : and it is the self-spontaneity 
of this power that is described as His agency (kartrtva) as the creator 
of .the world; God is described as being both of the nature of pure, 
consciousness and of the nature of power. It is the all-pervasive 
consciousness of Himself that constitutes the omniscience of God, 
and, when this stillness of omniscience and self-complete steady , 
consciousness as pure differenceless vacuity dirempts itself aiid 
pulsates into the creative operation, it is called His power. It is on 
this account that the power (sakti) of God is described as thought- 
movement (jnana-mula-kriydtmaka). This power or consciousness 
may be regarded both as a part of God, and. therefore one with 
Him, and also as His specific character or quality; it is this power 
which dirempts itself as consciousness and its object (cetya-cdana), 
as time and all that is measured by time (kalya-kdla), as manifest 
and unmafufes t{pyaktdvyakt&\ as the enjoyer and that which is 
enjoyed (bhoktr-bhogya), as the body and that which is embodied 
( deha-dehin ) 3 . The conception of purusa seems to indicate the view 
of- a. conglomeration of the individual selves into a colony or 
association of individual selves,, like thc\honeycomb of the bees 4 ,. 
They are regarded as unchangeable- in‘themselves bur. " 

yet they are coveted over with the'dbsty impurities of beginntiigless 
root-desires ( vdsana '), and thus, though pure in themselves, they may 
be also regarded as impure 5 . In themselves they are absolutely un¬ 
affected by any kind of affliction, and, being parts of God’s nature, 
are omniscient and eternally emancipated beings. These purusas are, 
however, through the will of God or rather of necessity through the 
creative operation of His power, differently affected by ignorance 

. \ 1 tasyopdddna-bhdve'pi vikdra-viraho hi yahy 

vlryani ndma gunah so’yam acyutatvdpardhyayam. Ibid . n. 60, 
v 2 $ahakdry-anapek§d yd tat tejah samtidahrtam. Ibid. n. 6i. 

. 6 - 12 . 


^ Ibid. 

4 , 


sarvatmandtji santas tir yd koto madhu-krtdm iva. Ibid. vt. 33. 
hiddhyasaddhimayo bhavo bhtiteh sa purusah smrtah 
anddi-vdsand-rewi-kunfhitair dtmabhii citah. Ibid, vi, 34. 
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(avidya)> which makes them subject tovarious kinds of affliction, and, 
as a result thereof, their own natures are hidden from themselves 
and they appear to be undergoing all kinds of virtuous and sinful 
experiences of pleasures and pains; and, being thus affected, they are 
first associated with the creative power (sakti) of God, and then, 
as this power first evolves itself into its first category of time as the 
all-determining necessity { niyati ), they become associated with it; 
and then, as the third movement posits itself as all-grasping time, 
they become associated with that category, and then, as the sattva- 
gunas gradually evolve from kdla, the rajasa gunas from sattva and 
the tdmasa gunas from rajas, the colony of purusas is associated first 
with sattva , then with rajas and then with tamas . When all th egunas 
are evolved, though the three gunas are then all disturbed for further 
creative, operation, they are not disturbed in all their parts; there 
are some parts of the guna conglomeration which are in equilibrium 
with one another ; and it is this state of equilibrium of the gunas 
that is called prakrtiK The account of the evolution of the various 
categories from the creative will of God up to the prakrti does not 
occur in the seventh chapter of the Ahirbudhnya , which is definitely 
described as the Samkhya philosophy of Kapila; it is only a 
Pancaratra account given to supplement that of the Samkhya, 
which starts from the evolution of the categories from the prakrti 
—the equilibrium of the gunas . According to the Pancaratra 
account of the Ahirbudhnya-samhita the colony or the honeycomb 
of the purusas thus forms a primal element, which is associated with 
the self-evolving energy of God from the first moment of its move¬ 
ment, continues to be so associated with each of the evolving 
stadiums of categories up to the evolution of the prakrti y and later 
on with ail the other categories that are evolved from the prakrti . 
In the account of Kapila Samkhya as found in the Ahirbudhnya - 
samhitd this conglomeration of the purusas is admitted to be the 
changeless category that is associated with the evolution of the 
categories and descends gradually through the successive stages of 
their evolution until we come to the complete human stage with the 
evolution of the different senses and the gross elements. Unlike 
the account of purusa that is found in the classical Samkhya. 


codyctmane' pi $?$tyartham purnam guna-yugam tada 
amsatah sdntyam dydti vimu~$arp.halpa~coditam. 


Ahirbudhnya-samhita, vi, 6 z. 
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treatises, which regards the pur us as as being absolutely untouched 
by the instinctive root-desires (vasana) and the afflictions, it. con¬ 
siders (like the. Jains) that the purusas are coated with the im¬ 
purities of' vasanas and kleias, thought, in themselves they are 
essentially pute^ again, . the classical Satpkhya considers that the 
vasands are produced in a beginningless w.ay, through karma , 
through an endless series ' of births and rebirths, whereas the 
Pancaratra holds that different purusas are originally associated with 
different vasands according to tile will of God. Unlike the account 
of the classical Samkhya, where the vasands are regarded as a part 
of prakrti as hiddhi or citta, in this' it is an original extraneous im ¬ 
purity of the purusas. It; is probable, however, that this account of 
vasands and the;r. original association with the purusas through the 
will of God did' not form any part, of the philosophy of Kapila’s 
Sasfi-tanlra, but was a supplementary doctrine introduced by the 
author of the Ahirhudhnya , as'it is not mentioned in the seventh 
chapter of the work, which is definitely devoted to the account of 
Samkhya. 

The Samkhya thought described in the Gild has been explained 
in the second voliime'-of the present work, and it Will he seen that, 
though the Gila account is unsystematic and nebulous, with 
significant details missing, it is essentially theistic and intimately 
associated with this Ahirbudhnya account of Kapila Samkhya; and 
as such is fundamentally different from the classical Samkhya of 
the Samkhya-kdrikd. *" 

In Chapter 22 of the nth book Of the Bkdgavatd a reference is 
made to various schools of Samkhya admitting-different categories 
of being or evolutes 1 , Thus some Samkhyists admitted nine cate¬ 
gories, some eleven, some five, some twenty-six, some twenty-five, 
some seven, some six, some four, some seventeen, some sixteen and 
some thirteen. Uddhava requested Lord Krsna to reconcile these 
diverse opposing views. In reply Lord Krsna said that the different 
enumeration of the categories is due to the varying kinds of sub¬ 
sumption of the lower categories into the higher or by the omission 
v ' of thjb highep oneK'i-.e-''by ignoring some of the effect entities (as\ 

Vlv v . kpH tdtWqfd visveia smtikhydtMy hibhih prabho 

ndvarekddasd-pc&ca-Mtiy athd tvafn ika £u 4 runia 
kecit id^vunsatirp, prdhur dpdre pancaviniiathn 
saptaihe nava~sap kecic cat*'ary ekadmaparc 
* kecit saptadaia prdhuh §odasaike trayodaia . Slokas i , ,z. 
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Tetng already contained in. the cause) or by ignoring some of the 
successive causal entities (as being present in the effect) 1 . Thus, 
there may be systems of Samkhya schools where the tanmatras are 
not counted or where the gross elements are not counted as cate¬ 
gories. The explanation in all such cases is to be found in the 
principle that some thinkers did not wish to count the tanmatras, 
as they are already contained in the gross elements (ghate mrdrnt ); 
whereas others did not count, the gross elements, as these were but 
evolutes in the tanmatras (mrdighatavat). But there are differences 
of opinion not only as regards the evolutionary categories of prakrti, 
but also as regards the souls or th epurusas and God. Thus there are 
twenty-four evolutionary categories (including prakrti ); purusa is 
counted as the twenty-fifth category, and according to the theistic 
Samkhya God or Isvara is counted as the twenty-sixth. It may be 
objected that the above principle of reconciliation of the diverse 
counting of categories by subsuming the effect under the cause, or 
by ignoring the former, cannot apply here. The theistic Samkhya 
admits Isvara on the ground that there must be some being who 
should communicate self-knowledge to individual souls, as they 
cannot, by themselves, attain it. If on such a view the theistic 
school of twenty-six categories is regarded as valid, the other school 
of twenty-five categories becomes irreconcilable. To this the reply 
is that there is no intrinsic difference in the nature of purusa and 
Igvara, as they are both of the nature of pure consciousness. The 
objection that even on the above supposition the self-knowledge 
communicated by Isvara has to be counted as a separate category 
is invalid, for self-knowledge, being knowledge, is only the 
heightening of the sattva quality of the prakrti and as such falls 
within prakrti itself. Knowledge is not a quality of the purusa, but 
of the prakrti. The state of equilibrium in which the gums are not 
specifically manifested is called prakrti. An upsetting of the 
equilibrium leads to the manifestation of the gun as, which have, 
therefore, to be regarded as attributes of the prakrti. The purusa, 
not being an agent, cannot possess knowledge as an attribute of its 
own. So, all activity being due to rajas and all ignorance being due 
to tamas, activity and ignorance are also to be regarded as con- 

1 amipraveiam dciYsayati ekasinintuipiii purvasinin kcwanabhUte tattve 
silkma-rilpena pravistani mrdi ghatavat. aparasmin kdrya-tattve k&rana-tattvani 
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stituents of prakrti. Time (kdla) also is to be identified as God, 
because it is by the agency of God that the gunas combine, that He 
is regarded as the cause of the combination of the gunas . The view 


which regards kdla as the cause of the combination of the gums is 


grounded on this fact, and it is for that reason that in the scriptures 
kdla has been regarded as the name of Tivara. As everything pro¬ 
ceeds from the category of mahat , that itself is called svabhdva or 
nature. Thus the two apparently conflicting views that kdla and 
svabhdva are to be regarded as the ultimate causes of the world may 
well be reconciled with the Samkhya according to the above 
interpretation* 

The school of Samkhya which reckons nine categories counts 
merely purusa , prakrti , mahat , ahatnkara and the five elements. 
Those who reckon eleven count the five cognitive and conative 
senses and the manas only. Those who reckon five categories count 
the five sense objects only. Those who reckon seven count the five 
sense-objects, the soul and God. Those who reckon six include 
within them the five sense-objects and the purusa. There are others, 
however, who regard earth, water, fire and the soul as four cate¬ 
gories. Others take the five sense-objects, the eleven sense-organs 
and the purusa as categories.\By excluding manas some hold that; 
there are only sixteen categories. Others take the five sense-objects, 
the five cognitive senses, 'manas ,\soul and God, and thus arrive at 
the thirteen categories. Others take the five sense-objects, the five 
cognitive senses and the sense as the eleven categories. Others count 
prakrti , mahat , ahatnkara , the five tanmdtras and the purusa as the 
nine categories. 

It is regrettable that apart from a. reference to the above schools 
of Samkhya and the attempts fit their reconciliation found in the 
Bhdgavata y it is not possible to trace th^se doctrines to the original 
works, which must have long preceded the period of the composi¬ 
tion of the Bhdgavata . The Bhdgavata is interested in the theistic 
Samkhya doctrine, as has already been shown, and attempts to 
reconcile the conflicting schools of Samkhya as being substantially 
one school of thought. It further holds that the prakrti arid its 
manifestations are produced through the operation of the diverse * v 
power of the may a of Isvara. At the time of dissolution (pralaya) 

God remains in absolute identity with Himself, and the gunas t 


which are the various manifestations of His may a power, remain in 
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equilibrium—a state in which all His energies are sleeping as it 
were. By His own inherent energy He breaks the equilibrium of 
His sleeping energy and sets Himself to the work of the creation— 
the prakrti with its evolutes—and thereby associates them with 
jtvas, which are merely His parts, and which thus are deluding the 
dualistic experience of the world, which they enjoy and for which 
they suffer; and He also shows them the right way by instructing 
them through the Vedas 1 . The self in its transcendent nature is 
pure experience and as such is devoid of and is absolutely un¬ 
associated with any kind of objective form. The association of 
objectivity and of content is as illusory as creations in dreams, and 
must be regarded as products of mdyd a , 

Purusa as pure experience (antibhava-svarupa) is to be dif¬ 
ferentiated and comprehended as different from passing mental 
states, as the content of the waking, dream and dreamless stages by 
the method of agreement and difference (anvaya-vyatireka) . For, 
through the contents of experience in the various constituents 
involved in the mental states, that which remains constant, like a 
thread in a garland of pearls, is the pure experiencer, the self. 
Self is therefore to be regarded as different from the contents of 
the mental states which it illuminates 3 . 

1 sa vai kildyam punkah purdtano 
ya eka asld avisesa dtmani 
agre gunebhyo jagad-atmantsvare 
nimllitdtman nisi supta-saktiyu 
sa eva bhuyo nijavlrya-choditarn 
sva~jitra~maydni prakrthn sisykyatlm 
andma-rupdtmani riipa-namanl 
vidhitsamdno’tmasdra idstrakrt. 

Bhagavata, i. xo. ax, 22. 

2 dtma~mdydm yte rdjati parasydnubhavatmanah 

na ghatetarthasambandhah svapnadra$tur ivanjasa, 

Ibid. 11. 9, 1. 

Illusion or mdyd is defined as that which manifests non-existent objects but 
is not manifested itself. 

yte’rthatn yat pratlyeta na pr a tty eta cdtmani 

tad vidyad dtmano may dm yathdbhdso tathd tamah. 

Ibid. II. 9. 33. 

3 anvaya-vya tirekma vivekena satdtmand 
sarga-sthdna-samdmndyair vimriadbhir asatvarath 
hudher jdgaranam svapnah supuptir iti vrttayah 

td yenaivanubhUyante so’dhyak$ah pura§ah par ah. 

Ibid . Vii. 7. 24, 25. 


Eschatology 
Eschatology. 

In the Bhdgavata-purdna , m. 32, it is held that those who 
perform sacrifices and make offerings to gods and forefathers pass 
after death, to the lunar world, from which they return to earth 
again. Those, however, who follow their own duties and surrender 
all their actions to gods, pure in mind and heart and unattached to 
worldly things, pass after death to the solar sphere and thence to 
the Universal Being Who is the cause of the world. Those, how¬ 
ever, who are obsessed with the notion of duality pass into the 
nature of qualified Brahman, and are then bom again in the world 
in accordance with their past deeds. Those again who lead an 
ordinary life of desires and make offerings to their forefathers have 
first to go by the southern way of smoky path to the land of the 
forefathers, and are again born in the line of their own progenies. 

In xi. 22. 37, however, we find a more rational view. It is said 
there that the manas of men is permeated by their deeds and their 
causes, and it is this manas that passes from one body to another. 
The dtman , the soul, follows this manas . Srfdhara, the well-known 
commentator on the Bhagcwata-purdna , regards manas here as the 
linga-sarira , and holds that the self follows the manas infested by 
egoism. The Bhdgavata-purana further holds that through the 
destiny of karma the manas meditates over the things seen and 
heai*d and gradually loses its memory with regard to them. This 
manas entering into another body thus ceases to remember all the 
experiences of the previous bodies and thus death may be defined 
as absolute forgetfulness (mrtyuratyanta-vismrtih , xi. 22. 39). 
Birth is regarded as the acceptance of new experiences. Sridhara 
points out that this takes place with the cessation of the functioning 
of egoism with reference to the experiences of past bodies and the 
extension of the function of egoism with reference to the ex¬ 
periences of the new body. Just as one does not remember one’s 
dreams, so one ceases to remember one’s past experiences, and this 
is conditioned by death. At birth the self that was always existent 
appears to be born anew. By identifying the self with the body one 
divides one’s experiences as internal and external. As a matter of 
fact the body is being continually destroyed and generated, but 
such changes, being of a subtle nature, are overlooked. Just as 
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there cannot be the same flame in two moments, or one flowing 
river in two different moments, so the body also is different in two 
different moments, though on account of our ignorance we suppose 
that the same body is passing through various stages and condi¬ 
tions. But in reality no one is bom and no one dies through the 
agency of karma . It is all a panorama of illusions, just as the fire, 
as heat, exists eternally and yet appears to be burning in association 
with logs of wood. All the phenomena of birth, infancy, youth, 
old age and death as different stages of the body are but mere 
fancies. They are but stages of primal matter, the prakft i, which are 
regarded through illusion as different stages of our life. One notices 
the death of one's father and the birth of a son and so may speak of 
the destruction and generation of bodies, but no one experiences 
that the experiencer himself undergoes birth and death. The self 
thus is entirely different from the body. It is only through inability 
to distinguish properly between the two that one becomes attached 
to sense-objects and seems to pass through the cycle of birth and 
death. Just as a man seeing another man dance or sing imitates his 
action, so does the purusa , which has no movement of itself, seem 
to imitate the qualities of buddhi in the operation of these move¬ 
ments. Again, just as when one looks at the images of trees in 
flowing water, the trees themselves seem to be many, so does the 
self regard itself as implicated in the movement of xhtprakrti. This 
gives us the world-experience and the experience of the cycles of 
birth and death, though none of them really exists. Thus we see 
that the Bhagavata-purana agrees with the general Samkhya and 
the Vedanta view regarding birth and death. It no doubt accepts 
the ordinary view of the Upanisads that a man, like a caterpillar, 
does not leave one body without accepting another at the same time 
(Bhdgavata-purdna, x. i. 38-44); but at the same time it holds that 
such birth and re-birth are due to one's own illusion or mdyd. 
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CHAPTER XXV 

MADHVA AND HIS SCHOOL 
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Madhva’s Life, 

Bhandarkak in Vaisnavism, Saivmsm and Minor Religious 
Systems says that in the Mahdhharata~t dtpary a-ntmaya, Madhva 
has given the date of his birth as Kali 4300. The Kali age, ac¬ 
cording to Bhaskaracarya, begins with the year 3101 b.c. The date 
of Madhva’s birth would thus be a.d. 1199 or 1121 saka. Bhandarkar 
says that, as some use the current year of an era and some the past, 
the saka era 1121 may be regarded as equivalent to 1x19. But the 
present writer has not been able to discover it in the only printed 
edition of the text of Mahdbhdrata-tdtparya-nirnaya (1833 saka, 
published by T. R. Krsnacarya). Bhandarkar, however, approaches 
the problem by another path also. He says that the list preserved 
in several of the Mashas gives the date of Madhva as saka 11x9, and, 
as Madhva lived for 79 years, the date of his birth was 1040 saka. 
Bhandarkar, however, regards saka 1119 as the date of his birth, 
and not of his death as given in the Matha list. He says that the 
inscription in the KurmesSvara temple at Srlkurma is in a Taluka 
of the Ganjam district in which Narahari-tirtha is represented to 
have constructed a temple and placed in it an idol of Narasimha 
dated saka 1203 ( Epigraphica Indie a, Vol. Vi, p. 260). The first 
person therein mentioned is Purusottama-tirtha, who is the same as 
Acyutapreksa, then his pupil Ananda-tlrtha, then Narahari-tirtha, 
the pupil of Ananda-tlrtha. Narahari-tirtha was probably the same 
as Narasimha, the ruler of the Taluk mentioned above, from saka 
1191 to 1225. He is mentioned in inscriptions at Srikurman bearing 
the date taka 1215, which is represented as the eighteenth year of the 
king’s reign. He was Narasimha II, who was panegyrized in the 
Ekdvali. From other inscriptions we get Narahari’s date as be¬ 
tween 1186 and 1212 saka. These records confirm the tradition that 
Narahari-tirtha was sent to Orissa by Ananda-tlrtha. Now Narahari- 
tlrtha’s active period ranged between 1186 to 1215. His teacher 
Madhva could not have died in saka 1 119, i.e. sixty-seven yea rs before 
him. Bhandarkar therefore takes 1119 (as mentioned in the Matha list) 
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ie date of the birth of Madhva, not as the date of his death. This 
date of Madhva’s birth, saka 11 ig or a.d. 1197, has been accepted by 
Grierson and Krisnasvami Aiyar, and has not so far been challenged. 

We have no authentic information about the life of Madhva. 
All that we can know of him has to be culled from the legendary and 
semi-mythical lives of Madhva, called the Madhva-vijaya, and 
the Mani-manjan of Narayana Bhatta, son of Trivikrama, who was 
an actual disciple of Madhva. Some information can also be 
gathered from the adoration hymn of Trivikrama Pandita. Madhva 
seems to have been a bom enemy of Sankara. In the Mani-manjan , 
Narayana Bhatta gives a fanciful story of a demon, Manimat, who 
interpreted the Vedanta. Manimat was born as a widow’s bastard, 
arid therefore he was called Sankara; with the blessing of Siva he 
mastered the sastras at Saurastra, invented the doctrine of surya- 
marga> and was welcomed by persons of demoralized temperament . 
He really taught Buddhism under the cloak of Vedanta. He re¬ 
garded Brahman as identified with Surya. He seduced the wife of 
his Brahmin host, and used to make converts by his magic arts. 
When he died, he asked his disciples to kill Satyaprajna, the true 
teacher of the Vedanta; the followers of Sankara were tyrannical 
people who burnt down monasteries, destroyed cattle and killed 
women and children. They converted Prajha-tirtha, their chief 
opponent, by force. The disciples of Prajha-tirtha, however, were 
secretly attached to the true Vedantic doctrine, and they made one 
of their disciples thoroughly learned in the Vedic scriptures. 
Acyutapreksa, the teacher of Madhva, was a disciple of this true 
type of teachers, who originated from Satyaprajna, the true Vedic 
teacher, contemporary with Sankara. 

Madhva was an incarnation of Vayu for the purpose of destroying 
the false doctrines of Sankara, which were more like the doctrines 
of the Lokayatas, Jainas and Pasupatas, but were more obnoxious 
and injurious. 

Madhva wa*s the son of Madhyageha Bhatta, who lived in the 
city of Rajatapltha, near Udipi, which is about 40 miles west of 
Spigeri, where there was a celebrated matha of Samkara. Udipi is 
even now the chief centre of Madhvism in South Kanara. The 
ancient name of the country, which now comprises Dharwar, the 
North and the South Kanara, and the western part of the State of 
Mysore, was Tuluva (modern Tulu), which is mostly inhabited 
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by the Madhvas. Grierson, writing in 1915, says that there are 
about 70,000 Madhvas in the locality. Elsewhere they are more 
distributed. It must, however, be noted that from the South of 
Hyderabad to Mangalore, that is, the whole of the North and the 
South Kanara, may also be regarded as the most important centre 
of Vlra-Saivism, which will be dealt with in the fifth volume of the 
present work. The village of Rajatapitha, where Madhva was bom, 
may probably be identified with the modern Kalyanapura. He was 
a disciple of Acyutapreksa, and received the name of Purnaprajna 
at the time of initiation and later on another name, Ananda-tlrtha; 
he is known by both these names. He at first studied the views of 
Sankara, but soon developed his own system of thought, which was 
directly opposed to that of Sankara. He refuted twenty-one Bhdsyas 
which were written by other teachers who preceded him; and Sesa, 
the disciple of Chalari-nrsimhacarya, the commentator on the 
Madhva-vijaya of Narayana Bhatta, enumerates the designations of 
these commentators on the Brahma-sutra as follows; Bharatlvijaya; 
Samvidananda; Brahmaghosa; Satananda; Vagbhata; Vijaya; 
Rudra Bhatta; Vamana; Yadavaprakasa; Ramanuja; Bhartrpra- 
panca; Dravida; Brahmadatta; Bhaskara; Pi&aca; Vrittikara; 
Vijaya Bhatta; Visnukranta; Vadi’ndra; Madhavade^aka; Sankara. 
Even in Rajatapithapura he once defeated a great scholar of the 
Sankara school who came to visit Madhva’s teacher Acyutapreksa. 
He then went to the South with Acyutapreksa and arrived at the 
city of Visnumangala 1 . From here he went southwards and arrived 
at Anantapura (modern Trivandrum). Here he had a long fight 
with the Sahkarites of the Srhgeri monastery. Thence he proceeded 
to Dhanuskoti and Ramesvaram, and offered his adoration to Visnu. 
He defeated on the way there many opponents and stayed in 
Ramesvaram for four months, after which he came back to Udipi. 
Having thus established himself in the South as a leader of a new 
faith, Madhva started on a tour to North India, and, crossing the 
Ganges, went to Hardwar, and thence to Badarika, where he met 
Vyasa, He was here asked by Vyasa to write a commentary on the 
Brahmaputra repudiating the false Bhdsya of Sankara. He then 
returned to Udipi, converting many Sahkarites on the way, such as 
Sobhana Bhatta and others residing near the banks of the Godavari 2 . 
He at last converted Acyutapreksa to his own doctrines. In the 
1 Madhva-viyaya, v. 30. 3 Ibid. ix. 17. 
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eleventh and the’thirteenth chapters of the Madhva-vijaya we read 
the story of the persecution of Madhva by Padma-tirtha, the head of 
the Srrigeri monastery, who tried his best to obstruct the progress 
of the new faith initiated by Madhva and even stole away Madhva’s 
books, which were, however, returned to him through the inter¬ 
cession of the local Prince Jayasimha of Visnumangala; the faith 
continued to grow, and Trivirama Pandita, the father of Narayana 
Bhatta, the author of Mani-manjan and Madhva-vijaya , and many 
other important persons were converted to the Madhva faith. In his 
last years Madhva again made a pilgrimage to the North and is 
said to have rejoined Vyasa, and to be still staying with him. He is 
said ta have lived for seventy-nine years and probably died in 1198 
Saka or a.d. ;t276. He was known by various names, such as 
Purnaprajna, Ananda-tirtha, Nandi-tlrrha and Vasudeva 1 . 

The treatment of the philosophy of Madhva which is to follow 
was written in 1930; and so the present writer had no opportunity 
of diving into Mr Sarma’s excellent work which appeared some 
time ago, when the manuscript of the present work was ready for 
the Press. Paclmanabhasura’s Madhva-siddhanla-sara contains a 
treatment of Madhva’s doctrines in an epitomized form. Madhva 
wrote thirty-seven works. These are enumerated below 2 * ; 

(1) The Rg-bhasya a commentary to the Rg-veda , 1. 1-40; 
(2) The Krama-nirnaya , a discussion on the proper reading and 

1 A few works in English have appeared on Madhva. The earliest accounts 
are contained in " Account of the Madhva Gooroos ” collected by Major 
MacKenzie, 24 August 1800, printed on pp. 33 ff. of the 4 * Characters” in the 
Asiatic Annual Register , 1804 (London, 1806); H. H. Wilson’s 44 Sketch of 
the religious sects of the Hindus,” reprinted from Vols, xvi and xvri of Asiatic 
Researches , London, 1861, I, pp. 139 ff. ; Krislmaswami Aiyar’s Sri Madhva and 
Madhvaism, Madras; R. G. Bhandarkar’s Vaippavim , Saivaism and Minor 
Religious Systems; Bombay Gazetteer , Vol. xxut, “Dharwar,” Bombay, 1884; 
G, Venkoba Rao’s “A sketch of the History of the Maddhva Acharyas,” be¬ 
ginning in Indian Antiquary , XLin (1914), and C. M. Padmanabhacarya’s Life of 
Madhvdcarya . S. Subba Rao has a complete translation of the commentary of 
Sri Madhvacilrya on the Brahmaputra and a translation in English of the 
Bhagavad-glta with the commentary according to Sri Madhvacarya’s Bhdsya. 
The, preface of this Bhagavad-glta contains an account of Madhva’s life from 
an orthodox point of view. There is also P. Ramchandra Roo’s The Brahma 
Sutras , translated literally according to the commentary of Sri Madhvacarya 
(Sanskrit; Kumbakonam, 1902); G. A. Grierson has a very interesting article on 
Madhva in the Encyclopaedia of Religion and Ethics , Vol. vin; Mr N&gar&ja Sarmia 

, has recently published a recondite monograph on the philosophy of Madhya. 

2 See Helmuth von Glasenapp’s Madhvas Philosophic des Vishnu-Glaiibens , 

P; 13 * . . 
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order of the Aitareya-Brahmana> iv. 1-4, Aitareya-Aranyaka, rv , 1, 
and the Vedic hymns cited therein; (3) The Aitareya-upanisad - 
bhasya; (4) The Brhaddranyaka-upanisad-bhdsya ; (5) Chandogya- 
upanisad-bhdsya ; (6) Taittiriya-upanimd-bhdsya ; (7) Isdvdsya - 
upanisad-bhasya; (8) Kathaka-upanisad-bhasya ; (9) Mundaka- 
upanisad-bhasya ; (10) Mandukya-upanisad-bhasya ; (11) Pramo- 
panisad-bhdsya; (12) Kenopanisad-bhasya ; (13) Mahdbharata- 
tdtparya-nirnaya; (14) Bhagamd-gita-bhdsya; ( 15) Bhagavad-gita- 
tdtparya-nirnaya; (16) Bhagavata-tatpary a-nirnay a ; (17) Brahma- 
sutra-bhdsya ; (18) Brahma-siltrdnubhdsya ; (19) Brahma-sfitrdnu- 
vydkhydna ; (20) Brahma-sutrdnuvydkhydna-nimaya ; (21) Pra- 
mdna-laksana] (22) Kathd-laksana ; (23) Upddhi~khandana\ (24) 
Mayavdda-khandana ; (25) Prapanca-mithydtdnumdna-khandana ; 
(26) Tattvoddyota; (27) Tattva-viveka; (28) Tattva-samkhydna; 
(29) Vimu-tattva-nirnaya; (30) Tantra-sdra-samgraha ; (31) Krsnd- 
mrta-maharnava; (32) Yati-pranava-kalpa; (33) Sadacara-smrti; 
(34) Jayanti-nirnaya or the Jayanti-kalpa; (35) Yamaka-bhdrata; 
(36) Nrsimha-nakha-stotra; (37) Dvddasa-stotra . 

In the list given in the Grantha-mdlikd-slotra of Jaya-tlrtha 
we have Sannyasa-paddhati instead of Brahma-suirdnuvydkhyd- 
nydya-nirnaya . The Catalogus Catalogorum of Aufrecht refers to 
the report on the search for Sanskrit Manuscripts in the Bombay 
Presidency during the year 1882-3 by R* G* Bhandarkar, and 
enumerates a number of other books which are not mentioned in 
the Grantha-mdlikd-stotra. These are as follows: 

Atmajndiia-pradesa-ttkd , Atmopadesa-tlkd , Arya-stotra, Upade- 
sasahasra-ttka , Upanisat-prasthdna , Aitareyopanisad-bhdsya- fippani, 
Kdthakopanisad-bhdsya-tippaniy Kenopanisad-bhdsya-tippam, Kau- 
sitakyupanisad-bhasya-tippanl , Khapuspa-ftkd , Guru-stuti , Govinda- 
bhdsya-pithaka , Govinddstaka-tikd, Gaiidapddtya-bhasya-tikd i 
Chdndogyopanisad-bhdsya-tippani , Taittiriyopanisad-bhdsya-tippani y 
T aittiriya-sruti-vdrUika- tika, Tripufiprakarana-ftka , Ndrdyanopani- 
sad-bhdsya-tippani , Nyaya-vivarana , Pancikarana-prakriyd-viva- 
rana , Frasnopanisad-bhdsya-tippam , Brhajjdb dlopanisad- bhdsya, 
Brhadaranyaka-bhasya - fippani , Brhaddranyaka - varttika - tikd , 
Brahma-sutra-bhasya-tlkd, Brahma-sutra-bhasya-nirnaya, Brahmd- 
nanda , Bhakti-rasdyana , Bhagavad-gitd-prasthdna y Bhagavad- 
gitd-hhdsya-vivecana , MandUkyopanisad-bhdsya~tippani y Mita- 
bhdsinl , Rdmottara-tdpanTya-bhdsya y Vdkyasiidhd-tikd, Visum aha- 
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frandma-bhdsya , Vedanta-varttika, Swikara-vijaya^ Sankdrdcdrya- 
avatara-kathd, Safas loka-tikd , Samhitopanisad-bhdsydy Samhito- 
pam$ad-bhdsya-tipparii> Sattattva , Saddcdra-stuti-stotra , Smfti - 
vivarana , Srnrti-sara-samuccaya, Svarupdmirnaya-tlkd , Harimide- 
stotra-ttkd „ v . ' 

Succession List of Madhva Gurus. 

Bhandarkar in his search for Sanskrit MSS. in 1882-3 gives the 
names of teachers wi th the dates of their deaths. Thus ^Ananda-tirtha 
or Madhva was succeeded by Padmanabha-tirtha 1126 and he 
byNarahari-tirtha 1135 ; Madhava-tirtha 1152; Aksobhya-tlrtha 

1169; Jaya-tirtha 1190; Vidyadhkaja-tlrtha 1254; fiavlndra-txrtha 
1261; ,Yagl 3 a-tirtha 1265; Raitiachandra-tlrtha 1298; Vidyani- 
dhi-tlrtha 1306; Raghunatha-tlrtha 1364; Raghuvarya-tirtha 1419 ; 
Raghuttaiha-tirtha 1457; Vedavyasa-tlrtha 1481; Vidyadhi 4 a-tlrtha 
1493;* Vedanidhi-tlrtha 1497; Satyavrat^-tirtha 1560; Satyani- 
dhi-tlrtha 1582; Satyanatha-tirtha 1595; Satyabhinava-tlrtha 1628; 
Satyapurna-tirtha 1648; Satyavijaya-tirtha 1661; Satyapriya-tirtha 
1666; Satvabodha-tirtha i705;Satyasannidhana-rtIrthar.7i6; Satya- 
vara-tirtha 1719; Satyadhama-tirtha 1752; Satyasara-tlrtha 1763; 
Satyaparayana-tirtha 1785; Satyakama-tirtha 1793; Satyesp-tirtha 
1794; Satyaparayana-tirtha 1801; Satyavit-tirtha was living in 1882, 
when the Search for Sanskrit MSS . was being written. Thus we 
have a list of thirty-five Gurus, including Madhva, from 1198 iaka 
(the year of the death of Madhva) to Satyavit-tlrtha, who was living in 
saka, iSo4*or X.d. 1882. Thisdist Was drawn up in consonance with 
the two lists procured at Belgaiunand Poona. It is largely at variance 
with the list given in the introduction to |he commentary on the 
Brahma-sutra by Baladeva. Baladeva gives the list as follows: 

Madhva, Paclmanabha, Nrhari, Madhava, Aksobhya, Jaya-tirtha, 
Jnanasimha; Dayanidhi, Vidyanidhi, Rajendra, jayadharma, 
Pumsottama-tlrtha, Br^hmanda-tlrtha, Vyasa-tlrtha, Laksnupati, 
Madhavendra, t^yara. I^vara was a teacher of Caitanya* We see that 
the list given by Baladeva is right as far as Jaya-tirtha; but after 
jaya-tirtha the list given, by Baladeva is in total discrepancy with 
the two lists from the Madhn Mathas in Belgium and Poona. * 
Under the circumstances N we are unable to accept the list of Gurus, 
given by Baladeva, which has many other discrepancies into details \ 
whereof we need not enter. 
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The Mahabharata-tatparya-nirnaya. This work of Madhva 
consists of thirty-two chapters and is written in verse. In the first 
chapter Madhva begins with a very brief summary of his views. 
He says there that the four Vedas, the Pancaratras, the Maha- 
bharata, the original Rdmayana , and the Brakrna-sutras are the only 
authoritative scriptural texts, and that anything that contradicts 
them is to be regarded as invalid. The Vaisnava Purdnas, being 
essentially nothing more than an elaboration of the Pancaratr as, 
should also be regarded as valid scriptures. The smrti literature of 
Manu and others is valid in so far as it does not come into conflict 
with the teachings of the Vedas, the Mahabharata, the Pancar atr as 
and the Vaisnava Pur anas 1 . Other sastras such as those of Buddhism 
were made by Visnu to confuse the Astir as, and Siva also produced 
the Saiva Sastra for the same object at the command of Visnu. 
All the sastras that speak of the unity of the self with Brahman 
either in the present life or at liberation are false. Visnu is the true 
Lord, and is also called Narayana or Vasudeva. The process of the 
world is real and is always associated with five-fold differences, viz. 
that between the self and God, between the selves themselves, 
between matter and God, between matter and matter, and between 
matter and self 3 . It is only the gods and the best men that may 
attain salvation through knowledge and grace of God; ordinary men 
pass through cycles of births and rebirths, and the worst are cursed 
in hell. Neither the demons nor those who are eternally liberated 
have to go through a cycle of birth and rebirth. The demons cannot 

j-g-adayas catvdrah panca-rdtram ca bhdratatfi 

mula-rdmdyanam Brahma-sUtram mdnam svatak smrtcim. 


Alahdbhdrata-tatparya-nirnaya y i. 30. 


a-viruddham tu yat tv asya pramanani tac ca ndnyatha 
etad-viniddham yat tu syan na tan mdnam kathancana 
vai$navani purdndni pdncardtrdtmakatvatah 
pramdndny evarn manvadyah smrtayo’py anukulatah. 


Ibid. 1. 31-32. 


jagat-pmvdhah satyo'yam panca-bheda-samanvitah 
jlvesayor bhidd caiva jiva-hhedah paras-param 
jadesayor jaddnam ca jada-jlva-bhida tathd 
panca bhedd ime nitydh sarvdvasthdsu nityasafi 
muktdndtn ca na hiyante tdratamyam ca sarvadd. 


Ibid. 1. 69-71. 
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under any circumstances attain salvation. The theory of eternal, 
damnation is thus found only in Madhva; and in no other system 
.'of Indian philosophy. Men can attain salvation, when they'Worship 
God as being associated with all good qualities’and as being blissful 
and omniscient. Even in the state of liberation there are individual 
differences between the selves, .and the.'perfect and desireiess 
.(niskatria) worship of God is the only means of salvation. It is 
only through devotipn (bhakti) that there can be liberation; even 
the emancipated enjoy the eternal flow of pleasure through 
devotion; bhakti,- or devotion, is here defined as an affection with 
the full 'consciousness of the greatness of the object of devotion 1 , 
and. it is regarded &s the universal solvent. Even the performance 
of iril^reiigious' duties cannot save a man from hell, but bhakti can 
.save a -man even if he commits the worst sin. Without bhakti even 
the best religious performances turn into sin, and, with bhakti even 
the'worst sins do not affect a man. God is pleased only with bhakti 
and nothing else, and He alone can give salvation. 

In the second chapter Madhva says that in the Mahdbharata- 
tatparya-nirnaya he tries .to summarize the essential teachings of 
the'. Mahabharata, the text of which in his time had Become 
thoroughly corrupt; and that, difficult as the Mahabharata ..itself is, 
it had become still more difficult to get to the root of it from these 
corrupt:'texts. Hcfurther says that in order tp arrive ’at the corirect 
reading lie had procured the text of the Mahabharata from various 
countries arid that it is only by comparison of these different tekts 
that he .made his attempt to formulate its essential teachings in 
consonance with the teachings of other sastras and the Vedas**. 
According to Madhva the Mahabharata is an allegory, which shows 
a struggle between good and evil; 'the good representing the 
Pandavas, and; the evil representing die sons of Dhrtarastra. The 
' object of the 'Mahabharata is to show the greatness of Visnu. 
Madhva'does not follow the order., of the story as given in the 
Mahabharata, he omits most of the'' incidental episodes, and 
supplements the story-with odiers culled from other Puranas and 

1 bhaktycirthdny akhilany evd hhaktir moksdya kevald 
muktdnam apt bhaktir hi nitydnatida-sva-rupmi 
jhdna-ptlrva-para-snehcp.nityo hhaktir itlryate. 

Mahdbh'arata~tdtparya-nirnaya r V 106-7. 

2 sdstrdniardnisahjhnan vedatns easy a prasaddtah ' \ 

dese (kk tatha granthan drftvdcaiva prthagvidhan . Ibid . *1, 7. 
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the Rdmdyana. Thus he gives a summary of the Rdmdyana and 
also the story of Krsna in the Bhdgavata-purdna as being a part of 
the Mahdbhdrata . In his treatment of the general story also he 
insists on the super-excellence of Bhlma and Krsna. 

There are several commentaries on this work of Madhva, viz., 
that by Janardana Bhatta, called the Padartha-dipikd; by Varada- 
raja, called the Mahasubodhini or the Prakdsa; by Vadirajasvam!; 
by Vitthalacaty a-sunu; by Vyasa-tlrtha; the Dnrghatarthaprakasikd , 
by Satyabhinava Yati: the Mahdbhdrata-tdtparya-nirnaya-vyakhyd 
(called also the Padarthadipikd) ; the Mahabharata-tatparya ~ 
ntrnaya-vydkhya (called also Bhavacandnkd), by Srinivasa; and the 
Mahabharata-tatparya-nirnayanukramanikd , which is a small work 
giving a general summary of the work in verse. There were also 
other commentaries by Krsnacarya, Laksmana Simha and Jaya- 
khandin Simha. 

In the Bhdgavata-tdtparya-nirnaya Madhva selects some of 
the important verses from the twelve skandhas of the Bhdgavata - 
pur ana, and adds short annotations with the selected verses from, 
the selected chapters of each of the skandhas . These are not con¬ 
tinuous, and many of the chapters are sometimes dropped alto¬ 
gether; they are also brief, and made in such a manner that his own 
dualistic view may appear to be the right interpretation of the 
Bhdgavata . He sometimes supports his views by reference to the 
other PurdnaSy and in conclusion he gives a short summary of his 
view as representing the true view of the Bhdgavata. The Bhdgavata - 
tdtparya-nirnaya is commented upon by various writers; some of 
the commentaries are Bhdgavata-tdtparya-vydkhyd (called also 
Tdtparya-bodhini), Bhdgavata-tdtparya~nimaya-vydkhyd~vivarana, 
Bhdgavata-tdtparya-nirnaya-vydkhya-prabodhini, Bhdgavata-tdt- 
parya-nirnaya-vydkhyd-padya-ratndvali, Bhdgavata~tdtparya~nir - 
naya-vyakhyd-prakdsa , by Srinivasa (a brief work in prose), and 
Bhdgavata-tdtparya-nirnaya-tikdy by Jadupati, Chalari and Veda- 
garbhanarayanacary a. 

The GUd-tatparya of Madhva is a work in prose and verse, 
giving a summary of the essence of the Gita as understood by 
Madhva. It is a continuous summary of all the eighteen chapters 
of the Gita in serial order. The summary, however, often quotes 
verses from the Gita, which, however, are sometimes interrupted 
by small prose texts serving as links, sometimes of an explanatory 






nature, sometimes referring to puYdnic and other texts in support 
'of Madhva’s interpretations, and sometimesintroducing the con¬ 
text and th<£ purpose of the verses of the Gita,— they sometimes 
introduce also discussions in prose against the monistic interpreta¬ 
tion of the Gita fcty Sankara. The Tiitparya y a wofk of about 1450 
granthas ? is commented upon by the famoiik Madhvk. author Jaya- 
tlrtha; the commentary is called Bha%avad~gita~t dtpary a ~ nirnaya - 
vydkhyd of Nydya-dipika . This Nyapa-dtpikd Svas commented 
uponjby Vitth^ila-suta-^rlnivasacarya or T^mrapami-^rlnivasacarya 
in a Work called Tdtparya-dipika-viyakhyd-ny 
The Bhagavadgitd~t dtpary a had at least two other commentaries, 
tti o K Tdtparya-tippam } by Padmanabha-tlr.tha, and the A ^yaya-dtpa-r 
\ bhdw-jwakdh£ 'by Satyaprajna-bhiksU. Xn addition to this Madhva * 

; wrote ako a Work styled Gtid-bhasya, in which he takes up.the 
important slokas , .chapter by chapter, and in^ the course of com¬ 
menting oa them discusses many important problems of a contro- , 
\ versial nature. Thus, following Kumarila, he says that it is because 
the sds.tra is aparijneya (of transcendent origin) that^ there is an 
absolute validity of the sdstras . Regarding The performance of 
kurmas h& ,Says that they are to be. performed^ because of the 
injunctions of the sdstras , without any desire for. fruit. The only 
desire^ that should not be abandoned are for greater knowledge 
and a greater rise of bhakti; even if the 'kartnas do not produce 
any fruit, they will at least produce the satisfaction of the Lord, 
because in following the injunctions of th# MstYas the individual • 
has obeyed the' commands of God. He ’ also controverts the 
Sankara-view of monism, and says that, if God reflects Himself 
in men, the/^eflection cannot be identified with the original. The 1 
so-called upadJii or condition is supposed to make the difference 
between the Brahman and the individual. It is not also correct to 
say that, as water mixes with water, so also the individuaPat the 
time of salvation meets with God and there is no difference between * 
them; for even when water mixes with water, there is difference, 
which.explainsJhe greater accumulation of water. So, in the state 
of salvation, the individual only comes closer to God, but never 
loses his personality.. His state of moksa is said to be the most 
desirable because here one is divested of all sorrowful experiences, 

' and has nothing to desire for oneself. It is in accordance with the 
differences in' personality- of different individuals; the state of 
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itvalion differs with each person. The common element in the 
state of salvation is the fact that no emancipated person has to 
suffer any painful experience. Madhva also takes great pains to 
show that Narayana or Visnu is the greatest or the highest Lord. 
In dealing with the third chapter he says that in the beginningless 
world even one karma may lead to many births and the accumulated 
store of karmas could never have yielded their full fruits to any person; 
therefore, even if one does not do any karma , he cannot escape the 
fruits which are in store for him as the result of his past karmas; 
consequently no good can be attained by the non-performance of 
karma. It is only the karma performed without any motive or 
desire that associates with knowledge and leads to salvation; so the 
non-performance of karma can never lead to salvation by itself. 
Madhva repudiates the idea that salvation can be attained by death 
in holy places, as the latter can only be attained by knowledge of 
Brahman. One is forced to perform the karmas by the force of 
one's internal samskdras or sub-conscious tendencies. It is un¬ 
necessary to show in further detail that in this way Madhva 
interprets the Gita in support of his own doctrines; and he also 
often tries to show that the view propounded by him is in con¬ 
sonance with the teachings of other Fur anas and the TJpanisads. 
There is a number of works on Madhva*s interpretation of the 
Gita; Gitdrtha-samgraha by Raghavendra, Gitd-vivrti by Ragha- 
vendra Yati, Gitd-vivrti by Yidyadhiraja Bhattopadhyaya, and 
Prameya-dipikd by Jaya-tirtha, which has a further commentary 
on it, called Bhava-prakdsa. Madhva wrote another commentary 
on the Brahma-sutra , the Brahma-sutra-blidsya . It is a small work 
of about 2500 grant has, and the commentary is brief and sug¬ 
gestive 1 . He wrote also another work, the Anubhdfya, which is a 
brief summary of the main contents and purport of the Brahma - 
sTitra . This has also a number of commentaries, by Jaya-tirtha, 
AnantaBhatta, Chalari-nrsimha, Raghavendra-tirtha and Sesacarya. 
There is also a work called Adhikaranartha-samgraha, by 
Padmanabhacarya. The Brakma-sutra-bhdsya of Ananda-tirtha has 
a commentary by Jaya-tirtha, called Tattva-prakdsikd. This has a 
number of commen taries: the Tdtparya-pr&kdiikd-hhdva-hodha and 
the Tdtparya-pmkdsikd-gata-nyaya-vivarana by Raghuttama Yati, 
and Bhdva-clvpikd or Tattva-prakaiikd-tippani, the Tantra-dipika , 

1 A verse containing thirty-two letters is called a grantha . 
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Yati, Tdtpary a-candrika , by Vyasa-tlrtha, which 
had other commentaries, viz. the Tdtparya~candrikd~prakdla by 
Kesava Yati, Tatparya-candrikd-nyaya-vivarana by Timman- 
nacarya(or Timmapura-raghunathacarya), and Tatparya-candriko- 
ddhara?ia-nydya~vivarana. Besides these the Tattva-prakdsikd had 
other commentaries; the Abhinava-candrikd by Satyanatha Yati, 
one by Srinivasa called TaUva-prakdsika-vdkydrtha-manjari, and 
also the Vdkyariha-muktdvalt by the same author. The Tdtp ary a- 
candrikd had another commentary, by Gururaja, and the Tattva- 
prakdsikd had another, the Tantra-dtpikd, The Bhasya of Madhva 
was also commented upon by Jagannatha Yati (the Bha$ya-dipika\ 
by Vitthala-suta-sri'nivasa (the Bhdsya-tippam-prameya-miiktdvalt), 
by Vadiraja (the Gurvartha-dipikd) y by Tamraparnl-srlnivasa, and 
by Sumatmdra-tirtha. There are also two others, the Brahma-siitra - 
bhdsydrtha-samgraha and the Brahma-sUtrdrtha . The Anuhhasya 
of Madhva was commented upon by Nrsimha, Jaya-tirtha, 
AnantaBhatta, Chalari-nrsimha, Raghavendra-tlrtha and Sesacarya. 
Further, Madhva wrote another work on the Brdhma-sutra called 
the Anuvyakhydna, This was commented upon by Jaya-tirtha in his 
Panjikd and Nydya-sudha, and also by Jadupati and Srinivasa- 
tirtha. There is also another commentary on it, called Brahma - 
sQtrdnuvydkhydna-nydya-sambandha-dipikd , Of these the Nydya- 
sudha of Jaya-tirtha is an exceedingly recondite work of great 
excellence, Anuvyakhydna is commented upon by Raghfittama in 
his Nydya-sutra-nibandha-pradipa and also in his Anuvyakhydna - 
ttkd . The Nydya-sudhd itself was commented on by several writers. 
Thus we have commentaries by Srinivasa-tlrtha, Jadupati, Vitthala- 
sutananda-tlrtha, by Kesava Bhatta (the Sesa-vakyartha-candrikd), 
by Ramacandra-tirtha, Kundalagirisuri, Vidyadhlsa, Timmannarya, 
Vadiraja, and Raghavendra Yati. We have also the Nydyasudho - 
panydsa , by Srlpadaraja. The Anuvyakhydna is a small work in 
verse which follows chapter by chapter the essential logical position 
of ail the Brahma-sutras. Madhva says there that in rendering the in¬ 
terpretations he followed the trustworthy scriptural texts—the Vedas 
—and also logical reasoning 1 . He further says in the introduction 
that it is for the purpose of clearing his views in a proper manner that 

1 (itma-vakyataya tena iruti-mulatayd tathd 

yukti~mulatayd caiva prdmanyam trwidharft mahat. 

Anuvyakhydna, I. i. 





he writes the Anuvydkhydna , though he had already written a bhasya 
on the Brahma-sutra. He says in the first chapter that the Omkara 
which designates the Brahman and which is also the purport of 
Gayatrl is also the purport of all the Yedas and one should seek to 
know it. Those who seek to know the Brahman please God by such 
an endeavour, and by His grace are emancipated. The existence of 
all things, actions, time, character and selves depends upon God, 
and they may cease to exist at His will. God gives knowledge to the 
ignorant and salvation to the wise. The source of all bliss for the 
emancipated person is God Himself. All bondage is real, for it is 
perceived as such; nor is there any means by which one can prove 
the falsity of bondage, for if there were any proofs of its falsity, the 
proofs must be existent, and that would destroy the monistic view. 
The mere one cannot split itself into proof and the object of proof. 
So all experiences should be regarded as teal. That which we find 
in consonance with practical behaviour should be regarded as real. 
The monists assert that there are three kinds of existence, but they 
cannot adduce any proofs. If the universe were really non¬ 
existent, how could it affect anybody's interests in a perverse 
manner? Brahman cannot be regarded as being only pure “being,” 
and the world-appearance cannot be regarded as false, for it is never 
negated in experience. If this world is to be known as different 
from pure non-being or the non-existent, then the non-existent has 
also to be known, which is impossible. It has been suggested that 
illusion is an example of non-existence, viz., the appearance of a 
thing as that which it is not. This virtually amounts to the assertion 
that appearance consists only of a being which does not exist, and 
this is also said to be indefinable. But such a position leads to a 
vicious infinite, because the reality of many entities has to depend 
on another ancl that on another and so on. Existence of a thing 
depends upon that which is not being negated, and its not being 
negated depends upon further experience and so on. Moreover, if 
the pure differenceless entity is self-luminous, how can it be covered 
by ajnanat Again, unless it is possible to prove the existence of 
ajnana , the existence of falsehood as a category cannot be proved. 
It is needless, however, for us to follow the whole argument of the 
Anuvyakhydna , as it will be dealt with in other forms as elaborated 
by Vyasa-tlrtha in his Nydyamrta in controversy with the Advaita - 
siddiii. 
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Madhva also wrote a Pramdna-laksana , Kathadaksana , 
Mitkydtvdnumdna-khandana, Upddhi - khandcma , Mayd-vada-khan - 
Tattva-samkhyana , Tattvoddyota , Tattva-viveka , Visnu- 
tattva-nirnaya , Karma-nirnaya 1 . The Pramana-laksana has a 
number of commentaries: Nyaya-kalpalata , by Jaya-tirtha, 
Sannyaya-dipikd , and others by Kesava-tlrtha, Pandurariga, Pad- 
manabha-tlrtha, and Candakesava. The Nydya-kalpalatd of Jaya- 
tirtha is a work of 1450 granthas; it has a commentary called 
Nydya-kalpalatd-vydkhyd, by two other authors. One of them 
is a pupil of Vidyadh'&a Yati, but nothing is known about the 
author of the other work. There are also two other commentaries, 
the Prabodhini and the Nydya-manjari, by Candakesavacarya. 
Other works relating to the same subject (the Madhva logic) are the 
Nydya-muktdvali , by Raghaveridra Yati, Nyaya-mauktikd-mdid , by 
Vijayindra, and Nydya-ratnavali , by Vadiraja. Jaya-tirtha himself 
wrote a work called Pmmdna-paddhati , which has a large number 
of commentaries (by Ananta Bhatta, Vedesa-bhiksu, Vijayindra, 
Vitthala Bhatta, Satyanatha Yati, Nrsimha-tirtha, Raghavendra- 
tirtha, Narayana Bhatta, Janardana Bhatta, and two others by un¬ 
known authors, the Bhdva-dtpa and the Padartha-candrika). The 
Kathd-laksana of Madhva was commented on by Padmanabha-tlrtha, 
Kesava Bhattaraka, and Jaya-tirtha. The Mithydtvdnumana-khan - 
dam of Madhva has at least four commentaries, by Jaya-tirtha, 
the fourth being the Manddra-tnanjari , The Upadhi khandana 
has at least three commentaries, by Jaya-tirtha, Atlanta Bhatta 
and Srlnivasa-tlrtha. Both Srinivisa-tlrtha and Padmanabha-tlrtha 
wrote commentaries on Jaya-tlrtha’s commentary named Upddhi - 
khandana-vydkhyd-vivarana. The Maya-vada-khandana of Madhva 
was commented upon by Jaya-tirtha, Srlnivasa-tlrtha, Vyasa-tirtha, 
Kesavamisra, Ananta Bhatta and Padmanabha-tlrtha. The Tattva- 
samkhyana of Madhva was commented upon by Jaya-tirtha, 
Srlnivasa-tlrtha, Ananta Bhatta, Verikatadrisuri, Satyaprajna Yati, 
Satyaprajna-tlrtha, Maudgala Narasimhacatya, Timmannacarya, 
Gururaja and Yadupati. The commentary of Jaya-tirtha, the 
TaUva-samkhyana-vivarana , was commented upon by Satya- 
dharma Yati ( Satya-dharma-tippana ). The Tattvoddyota. of Madhva 

1 These ten works of Madhva are called the daiaprakarqna. Sometimes, 
however, the Mithydtvdmim&na-khandana is replaced by Rgveda-brahnict- 
paficikct 
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was commented upon by Jaya-tirtha, Yadupati, Vedesa-bhiksu, 
Padmanabha-tirtha, Srinivasa-tirtha, Narapandita, Raghavendra- 
tlrtba, Vijaymdra, Gururaja (or Kesava Bhattaraka). The Tattva- 
viveka of Madhva was commented upon by Jaya-tirtha, Ananta 
Bhatta apd Srlnivasa-tlrtha. 

In the Katha-laksana, Madhva tries to give an estimate of the 
nature of various wholesome discussions (vada) as distinguished 
from unwholesome discussions (wrangling, vitanda). Vada is 
discussion between the teacher and the pupil for the elucidation of 
different problems or between two or more pupils who are interested 
in the discovery of truth by reasoning. When this discussion, how¬ 
ever, takes place through egotism, through a spirit of emulation, 
for the sake of victory through controversy, or for the attainment 
of fame, the discussion is called jalpa. Unwholesome discussion, 
vitanda, is undertaken for the purpose of discrediting the true points 
of view by specious argument. There may be one or more presidents 
(prasnika) in a discussion, but such a person or persons should be 
strictly impartial. All discussions must be validly based, on the 
scriptural texts, and these should not be wrongly interpreted by 
specious argument 1 . The Katha-laksana of Madhva seems to have 
been based on a work called Brahma-tarka. The nature of vada, 
jalpa , and vitanda according to the Nyaya philosophy has already 
been treated in the first volume of the present work 2 . 

It is unnecessary to enter into the Prapanca-mithyatvanumana- 
khandana, Upddhi-khandana and Mayavada-khandana, because the 
main subject-matter of these tracts has been dealt with in our treat¬ 
ment of Vyasa-tirtha’s Nyayamrta in controversy with the Advaita- 
siddhi. 

The Tattva-samkhyana is a small tract of eleven verses which 
relates in brief some of the important tenets of Madhva’s doctrines. 
Thus it says that there are two categories—-the independent and 
the dependent; Visnu alone is independent. The category of the 
dependent is of two kinds—the existent and the non-existent. 
The non-existent or the negation is of three kinds—negation before 
production ( pragahhdva ), negation by destruction ( dhvamsa- 

1 Mr Nagaraja Sarnia has summarized the contents of the Katha-laksana, 
utilizing the materials of the commentators Jaya-tirtha, Raghavendrasvtmi and 
Vede^a-tlrtha , in the Reign of Realism. 

8 On the subject of the nature of kathcl and the conditions of disputation see 
also Khaqdana-khandq-khddya , pp. 20 ff., Benares, 1914. 
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Hava), and universal negation (atyantabhavci). The existents 
are again conscious or unconscious. The conscious entities are 
again twofold, those who are associated with sorrows and those who 
are not so. Those who are associated with sorrows are again two¬ 
fold, viz., those who are emancipated and those who are in sorrow. 
Those who are in sorrow are again twofold, viz., those who are 
worthy of salvation and those who are not. There are others who 
are not worthy of salvation at any time. The worst men, the demons, 
the rdksasas and the piidcas are not worthy of salvation at any time. 
Of these there are two kinds, viz., those who are already damned in 
hell and those who pursue the course of samsdra but are doomed to 
hell. The unconscious entities are again threefold, the eternal, the 
non-eternal, and the partly eternal and partly non-eternal. The 
Vedas alone are eternal. The sacred literature, of the Pur anas, 
time and prakrti are both eternal and non-eternal; for, when 
in essence the teachings of the Purdnas are eternal, time and 
prakrti are eternal; in their evolution they are non-eternal. The 
non-eternal again is twofold—the created and the uncreated 
(samslista and asamslista). The uncreated ones are mahat , aham, 
buddhi , rnanaSy the senses, the tanmdtras and the five bhUtis . The 
world and all that exists in the world are created. Creation really 
means being prompted into activities, and as such the created 
entities undergo various stages: God alone is the inward mover 
of all things and all changes. The Tattva-viveka of Madhva 
is as small a work as the Tattva-samkkydna , consisting only of 
a dozen granthas , and deals more or less with the same subject: 
it is therefore unnecessary to give a general summary of its 
contents. 

The Tattvoddyotay however, is a somewhat longer work in 
verse and prose. It starts with a question, whether there is a 
difference between the emancipated souls, and Madhva says that the 
emancipated souls are different from God because they had been 
emancipated at a particular time. They cannot be both different and 
non-different from God, for that would be meaningless. The con¬ 
cept of anirvaccmiya of the Vedantists has no illustration to support 
it. Madhva takes pains to refute the theory of anirmcaniya with 
the help of scriptural texts, and he holds that the so-called falsity of 
the Sankarites cannot be supported by perception, inference or 
implication. There is no reason to think that the world-appearances 
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as such cannot be negated 1 . He further says that, if everything in 
the world were false, then the allegation that the world would be 
contradicted in experience would also be false. If the contradiction 
of the world be false, then virtually it amounts to saying that the 
world-experience is never contradicted. If it is said that the world- 
appearance is different from being and if the predicate “being"' 
means the class-concept of being, then it is a virtual admission of a 
plurality of existents, without which the class-concept of being is 
impossible. If however the predicate “being” means pure being, 
then, since such a pure “being” is only Brahman, its difference 
from the world would be an intelligible proposition, and it would 
not prove the so-called anirvacaniya. It is said that falsity is that 
which is different from both being and non-being, and that would 
virtually amount to saying that that which is not different is alone 
true 2 . On such a supposition the plurality of causes or of effects or 
the diversities of grounds in inferences must all be discarded as 
false, and knowledge would be false. Knowledge implies diversity; 
for the knower, the knowledge and the object of knowledge cannot 
be the same. Again, it is wrong to hold that ignorance rests in the 
object of knowledge or the Brahman; for the ignorance always 
belongs to the knowledge. If on the occasion of knowledge it is 
held that the ignorance belonging to the objects is removed, then, 
the ignorance being removed in the object by one person’s know¬ 
ledge of it, all persons should be able to know the object. If any 
knowing of the jug means that the ignorance resting in the jug is 
removed, then, the ignorance being removed, the jug should be 
known even by persons who are not present here 3 . Again, if by the 
knowledge of any object the ignorance resting in another object be 
removed, then by the knowledge of the jug the ignorance in other 
objects could be removed. 

Again, a material object is that which never can be a knower. 

1 na ca b&dhyagi jag ad ity atra kincin mcinam. 

Tattvoddyota, p. 242. 

58 sad-vilak?anatvcm a-sad~vilak§anatvam ca mithya ity a~vilak$anam eva 
satyam sydt. Ibid . p. 242(a), 

* nahi jnana-jneyayor ekakaratd nahi 

ajnasya ghatairayatvam brahmdsrayatvam vd 
asti; pumgatam eva hi tamojhdnena 
nivartate; visayasrayamced ajnanaifi 
nivartate tarhi ekena jMtasya ghatasya 
anyair ajndtatvam na sydt. Ibid. p. 242. 
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FprAhzt reason the self, as a knower, can never be regarded as 
material. But according to the monists the dtmcin which is equalized 
with Brahman, being without any quality , can never be a knower, 
and, if it cannot be a knower, it must be of the nature of a material 
object, which is impossible. Also the self, or the dtman ) cannot be 
a false knower, for the category of falsehood as the indefinable 
(or anirvacaniya) has already been refuted. If materiality means 
non-luminousness (, aprakaiatva ), then we have to admit that 
the self, which is differenceless, is unable to illumine itself or any¬ 
thing else; and thus the self would be non-luminous. The self 
cannot illumine itself, because then it would itself be the subject 
and object of its work of illumination, which is impossible. The 
other objects, being false (according to the monists), cannot be 
illuminated either. If they are no objects and if they are only false, 
they Cannot be illuminated. Thus the monists fail to explain the 
nature of the self-luminousness of Brahman. Again, the argument 
that things which are limited in time and space are false does not 
hold either; for time and the prakrti are not limited by time and 
space, and therefore they cannot: be regarded as false, as the 
monists wish to think. Again, if it did hold, things which are 
limited by their own nature and character would consequently be 
false. Thus, the selves would be false, since they are different from 
one another in their character. 

Moreover, the world is perceived as true and real, and there is 
no one who has experienced it to be false (the perception of the 
smallness of the sun or of the moon is an illusion, due to the distance 
from which they are seen; such conditions do not hold regarding 
the world as we perceive it). There is no reason which supports the 
view that the world is the product of ignorance. Again, the analogy 
of a magician and his magic is inapplicable to the world; for the 
magician does not perceive his magic creation, nor is he deluded by 
it. But in the case under discussion God (the I^vara) perceives His 
own creation. Therefore the world cannot be regarded as magic or 
may a ; for God perceives everything directly. Thus, from whatever 
point of view one may discuss the doctrine of mdya, one finds it 
untenable, and there are no proofs which can support it. 

Madhva further holds that in the Brahmaputra , Book n, 
not only are various other philosophies refuted but that even the 
monistic doctrine has been refuted. The refutation of Buddhism 
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reality also a refutation of the monists, who are in reality 
nothing but crypto-Buddhists or Buddhists in disguise*. The 
sUnyavadi Buddhists hold that truth is of two kinds, that which is 
samvrta , or of limited or practical importance only, and that which 
is paramdrtha , or ultimately real. If one truly discusses the nature of 
things, there is no reality, and what is perceived as real is only an 
appearance. What is called the pdramarthika reality means only the 
cessation of all appearance 1 2 . There is no difference between the 
qualityless Brahman and the sunya of the Buddhists. The quality¬ 
less Brahman is self-luminous and eternal; the sUnya of the 
Buddhists is unknowable by mind or speech, and is also difference¬ 
less, self-luminous, and eternal. It is opposed to materiality, to 
practicality, to pain and suffering, and to cessation and the defects 
of bondage 3 4 . It is not actually a real-positive entity, though it 
supports all positive appearance; and, though in itself it is eternal, 
from the practical point of view it appears in manifold characters. 
It is neither existent nor non-existent, neither good, nor bad—it is 
not a thing which one should either leave aside or take, for it is the 
eternal sunya*. It may be observed in this connection that the 
monists also do not believe in the reality of the characters of being 
and non-being, because the Brahman is devoid of all characters and 
qualities. Like sunya of the Buddhists, it is unspeakable, though it 
is referred to by all words, and it is unknowable, though all know¬ 
ledge refers to it. Neither the Sarikarites nor the Sunyavadins 
believe in the category of being or positivity as characters. The 

1 na ca nir-vise$a~brahma~vddinah sunydt kas rid vi£e$ah; 
tasya nirvilefatfi svayambhUtam nitiepam ajar dinar am 
siinyam tattvam vijneyatft manovdcam ago car am, 

Tattvoddyota , p, 243(a), 

2 satyam ca dmvidham proktarp sarjwxtam pdramarthikam 
samvrtam vyavaharyam syan nirvrtam pdramdrthikatp 

vicdryamdnena satyatl cdpi pratlyate yasya tat samvftapi jndnam vyavahara- 
padan ca yat . Ibid . p. 243 (a). 

3 nir-visefotn svayain bhtltam nirlepam ajardmaram 
siinyaifi tattvam avijneyam manovacdm agocaratn 
jcidya-$amvrti-duhkhdnta~purva-do$a-virodhi yat 
nitya-bhdvanayd bhdtam tad bhdvarn yoginam nayet 
bhavdrtha-pratiyogitvam bhdvatvarp vd na tattvata 
visvdkdranca samvrtya yasya tat padavi aksayam. 

Ibid . p. 243(a). 

4 ndsya sattvam asattvam vd na doso guna eva vd 
heyopddeya-rahitarn tac chunyam padam aksayam. 

Ibid . p. 243. 
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SOnyavadin does not regard the iunya or the void as a character. 
I he view of the Sahkarites, therefore, is entirely different from 
belief in a personal God, endowed with characters and qualities 
(which is the general purport of all valid scriptural texts). If the 
Brahman be void of all characters, it is beyond all determination. 
I he monists think that the Brahman is absoluteless, differenceless, 
and this precludes them from resorting to any argument in support 
of their view; for all arguments presuppose relativity and difference. 
In the absence of any valid argument, and in the face of practical 
experience of the reality of the world, there is indeed nothing which 
can establish the monistic view. All arguments that would prove 
the falsity of the world will fall within th^, world-appearance and 
be themselves false. If all selves were identical, then there would be 
no difference between the emancipated and the un-emancipated 
ones. If it is held that all difference is due to ignorance, then God, 
who has no ignorance, would perceive Himself as one with all indi¬ 
vidual selves, and thus share their sufferings; but the scriptural 
text ol the Gita definitely shows that God perceives Himself as 
different from ordinary individual selves. The experience of 
suffering cannot also be due to upadhi (or condition) which may 
act as a limit; for in spite of diversity of conditions the experiencer 
remains the same. Moreover, since God is free from all conditions, 
the difference of conditions ought not to prevent Him from per¬ 
ceiving His equality with all beings in sharing their sufferings. 
Those also who hold that there is only one individual and that 
all misconceptions are due to Him are wrong; for at his death 
there should be cessation of the differences. There is also no proof 
in support of the view that all notion of difference and the ap¬ 
pearance of the world is due to the misconception of only one 
individual. Thus there are no proofs in support of the monistic 
view as held by the Sankarites. It is therefore time that the up¬ 
holders of the maya doctrine should flee, now that the omniscient 
Lord is coming to tear asunder the darkness of specious arguments 
and false interpretations of spiritual texts 1 . 

The Karina-nirnaya of Madhva deals with the nature of karma 
or scriptural duties, which forms the subject-matter of the 


palayadhvam palayadhvam tvaraya mdyi-danavdh 
sarvajno harir aydti tarkagama-dardribhid. 


Tattvoddyota, p. 245 (a). 
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i-mimamsa. The PUrva-mimdmsd not only practically ignores 
the existence of God but also denies it* Madhva was himself a great 
believer in a personal God and therefore wished to interpret the 
Mlmamsa in an authentic manner. He held that the various 
gods, e.g., Indra or Agni, stood for Visnu or Narayana. The 
PUrva-mimdmsd was satisfied with providing for heaven as the 
object of all performance of sacrifices, but with Madhva the 
ultimate goal was true knowledge and the attainment of emancipa¬ 
tion through the grace of God. He disliked the idea that the 
scriptural sacrifices are to be performed with the object of attaining 
heaven, and he emphasized his notion that they should be per¬ 
formed without any motive; with him they should be performed 
merely because they are religious injunctions or the commands of 
God* He further held that it is only by such motiveless performance 
of actions that the mind could be purified for the attainment of the 
grace of God. The motiveless performance of sacrifices is therefore 
in a way preliminary and accessory to the attainment of wisdom 
and the grace of God. 

Thus, as usual, Madhva tries to refute the argument of the 
monists against the possibility of possession by God of infinite 
attributes and in favour of a differenceless Brahma. He further 
says that the texts such as satyam, jndnam i anantam , Brahma , which 
apparently inspires a qualityless Brahman, are to be subordinated 
to other texts which are of a dualistic nature. Proceeding by way 
of inference, he says that the world, being of the nature of an effect, 
must have an intelligent cause—a maker—and this maker is God* 
The maker of this world must necessarily be associated with 
omniscience and omnipotence. Madhva cites the evidence of the 
Bhdgavata-purana in favour of a saguna Brahma, a Brahma 
associated with qualities. Where the texts refer to Brahman as 
nirguna y the idea is that the Brahman is not associated with any 
bad qualities. Also the Brahman cannot be devoid of all determina ¬ 
tion, visesa; the denial of determination is itself a determination, 
and as such would have to be denied by the monists; and this would 
necessarily lead to the affirmation of the determination. Madhva 
then resorts to his old arguments against mdyd, mithyd , and 
anirvacanlya , and points out that the logic of excluded middle 
would rule out the possibility of a category which is neither sat nor 
asat. There is really no instance of a so-called anirvacanlya . An 
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Sion, after it is contradicted, is sometimes pointed out as an 
instance of anirvacamya , but this is wholly wrong; for in the case 
of an illusion something was actually perceived by the senses but 
interpreted wrongly, The fact that something was actually in 
contact with the visual sense is undisputed; and, when the illusion 
is contradicted, the contradiction means the discovery that an object 
which was believed to be there is not there. The object that was 
erroneously perceived—e.g., a snake—was a real object, but it did 
not exist where it was thought to exist. To say that the illusion is 
false (mithya) only means that the object illusorily perceived does 
not exist there. The mere fact that an object was illusorily per¬ 
ceived cannot mean that it was really existent; and nevertheless its 
non-existence was contradicted; so it was neither existent nor non¬ 
existent. The only legitimate point of view is that the illusorily 
perceiyed object did not exist while it was perceived, i.e. it was 
asat . The rope which was perceived as “snake” is later on contra¬ 
dicted, when the perception of “snake” disappears; but the world 
as such has never been found to disappear. Thus there is no 
similarity between the perception of the world and the perception 
of the illusory snake. Moreover that which is anirvacamya is so 
called because it is hard to describe it on account of its uniqueness, 
but that does not prove that it is a category which is neither 
existent nor non-existent. Though it may be sufficiently described, 
still one may not exhaust its description. Ajar is different from a 
cloth and also different from the merely chimerical hare’s horn, 
viz., a jar is different from an existent cloth and a non-existent 
hare’s horn; but that does not make a jar anirvacamya^ or false. 
The jar as shown above is sadasad-vtlaksana, but it is not on that 
account non-existent. 

Again, the meaning of the phrase sadasad-vtlaksana is very 
vague. In the first place, if it means the conception of a difference 
(i bheda ), then the meaning is inconsistent. The monists hold that 
only the Brahman exists, and therefore, if the difference between 
the existent and the non-existent exists, there will be dualism. But 
in reply it may be held that the affirmation of dualism is only 
possible as a lower degree of reality which is called the vyavah&riha. 
The meaning of this word is not clear. It cannot mean a category 
which is different from both being and non-being, since such a cate¬ 
gory is logically invalid. If it means only conditional being, then 
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en the conception of the highest reality is conditioned by human 
knowledge, and is therefore conditional ( vyavahdrika ); and the 
application of the term to illusory perception or normal perception 
alone is doubtful. In the second place, the term sadasad-vilaksana 
also cannot mean identity between the Brahman and the world; for 
such identity is open to contradiction. The monists can therefore 
affirm neither the reality of difference nor the reality of absolute 
identity between the world and Brahman. 

The view of the monists that there are different degrees of 
reality, and that there is identity between them in essence and 
difference only in appearance, cannot be established, unless the 
truth of degrees of reality can he established. They hold that the 
world (which has an inferior degree of reality) is superimposed on 
the Brahman, or that Brahman has manifested Himself as the 
world; but such an expression is invalid if there is absolute identity 
between the world and the Brahman. The phrase “absolute 
identity” would be merely a tautology, and the scriptural texts so 
interpreted would be tautological. The monists argue that even 
identical expressions have satyam jndnam anantam , and are not 
tautological, because they serve to exclude their negatives. To style 
Brahman “satya 1 ' or “jnana” means that Brahman is not asatya 
and ajndna. But such an interpretation would destroy their con¬ 
tention that all the scriptural epithets have an akhanddrtha , i.e., refer 
to one differenceless Brahman; for according to their own interpre¬ 
tation the scriptural epithets do not have only one significance 
(viz., the affirmation of pure differenceless being), but also the 
negation of other qualities; and in that case the final significance 
of all scriptural epithets as referring to the differenceless Brahman 
is contradicted. Again, the anirvacamyatd of the world depends 
upon a false analysis of illusion; and so the statement that the 
differencelessness of Brahman depends on the very illusoriness of 
the world is not established by any monist by any valid argument . 
The difference between the world-appearance and Brahman 
cannot: be regarded by the monists as ultimately real; for in 
that case “difference” is a category having a co-existent reality 
with Brahman. Again, the concept of difference between the 
existent and the non-existent requires classification; and, unless this 
is done, the mere assertion that the world-appearance is both 
identical with and different from Brahman would have no meaning. 
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Th&t which is different from the non-existent is existent and that 
which is different from the existent is non-existent or chimerical. 
The non-existent has no determination; for it cannot be known by 
any means, and as such its difference from the existent cannot be 
known either, since to know the difference between two entities one 
must know the two entities fully. No one can argue about whether 
the hare’s hom is different or not different from a tree. Again, if 
sat or “existent” means the ultimately differenceless real, then, 
since such a difference has no character in it, it is not possible to 
form any concept of its difference from any other thing. Thus it is 
not possible to form any concept of anything which is different 
from the existent and also from the non-existent; if the world is 
different from the non-existent, it must be real ; and if the world is 
different from the existent, it must be the hare’s horn. The law of 
excluded middle again rules out the existence of anything which is 
neither existent nor non-existent; in a pair of contradictory judg¬ 
ments one must be right. Thus the reality of Brahman is endowed 
with all qualities and as a creator and sustainer of the world He 
cannot be denied. 

Madhva then contends with the Prabhakaras, who hold that 
the ultimate import of propositions must lead to the performance 
of an action. If that were the case, the Vedic propositions would 
never have any import implying the reality of Brahman; for 
Brahman cannot be the object of the activity of man. Madhva 
holds that the purpose of all Vedic texts is the glorification of 
God; and, further, that what is effected by activity among finite 
human beings is already pre-established with infinite God. All 
actions imply istasadhanata (pleasurable motive) and not mere 
activity. Nothing will be put into action by any man which is 
distinctly injurious to him. If the chief emphasis of all actions thus 
be istasadhanata, then the assertion of the Mimamsa school, that 
the import of all possibilities is kdryata, is false; istasadhanata 
includes kdryata. The supreme istasadhanata of all actions is the 
attainment of emancipation through the grace of God. It is there¬ 
fore necessary that all sacrificial actions should be performed with 
devotion, since it is by devotional worship alone that one can attain 
the grace of God. The Karma-nirnaya is a small work of less than 
400 granthas. 

In the Visnu-tattva-nirnaya, a work of about 600 granthas, 
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ava discusses a number of important problems. He declares 
that the Vedas, the Mahabhdrata , the Pancaratras, the Rdmayana, 
the Vimii-ptirana and all other sacred literature that follows them 
are to be regarded as valid scriptures (sad-dgama). All other texts 
that run counter to them are to be counted as bad scriptures (dm- 
dgama)y and by following them one cannot know the real nature of 
God. It is neither by perception nor by inference that one can 
know God; it is only by the Vedas that one can know the nature of 
God. The Vedas are not produced by any human being (< apauru - 
seya); unless the transcendental origin of the Vedas is admitted, 
there can be no absolute validity of religious duties; all ethical and 
religious duties will be relative. No human commands can give 
the assurance of absence of ignorance or absence of false know¬ 
ledge ; nor can it be supposed that these commands proceed from 
an omniscient being, for the existence of an omniscient being can¬ 
not be known apart from the scriptures. It will be too much to 
suppose that such an omniscient being is not interested in deceiving 
us. But, on the other hand, if the Vedas are regarded as not having 
emanated from any person, we are not forced to make any other 
supposition; the impersonal origin of the Vedas is valid in itself, 
because we do not know of any one who has written them. Their 
utterances are different from other utterances of an ordinary nature, 
because we know the authors of the latter. The Vedas exist in their 
own nature and have been revealed only to the sages, and their 
validity does not depend on anything else; for, unless this is ad¬ 
mitted, we can have no absolute criterion of validity and there will 
be infinite regress. Their validity does not depend on any reasoning; 
for good reasoning can only show that the process of thought is 
devoid of logical defects, and cannot by itself establish validity for 
anything. Since the Vedas are impersonal, the question of the 
absence of logical defects does not arise. All validity is self-evident; 
it is non-validity which is proved by later experience. Nor can it 
be said that the words of Vedic utterances of one syllable are pro¬ 
duced at the time of utterance; for in that case they would be 
recognized as known before. Such recognition cannot be due to 
similarity; for in that case all recognitions would have to be con¬ 
sidered as cases of similarity, which would lead us to the Buddhist 
view; recognitions are to be considered as illusory. Thus the self¬ 
validity of the Vedas has to be accepted as the absolute determinant 
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important problems 1 . These Vedas were originally perceived 
by God ; He imparted them to sages, who at the beginning of each 
creation, remembered the instructions of their previous bi rth. I he 
alphabets and words are also eternal, as they are always apparent 
in the mind of the eternal God; so, though the syllables appear in 
the akdsay and though the Vedas consist of a conglomeration of 
them, the Vedas are eternal. The Mimamsa view that the acquire¬ 
ment of words is associated with activity is wrong; for words and 
their meanings are already definitely settled, and it is only by physical 
gestures that meanings are acquired by individual people. I he 
purpose of a proposition is finished when it indicates its meaning, 
and the validity of the proposition is in the realization of such a 
meaning. While one is acquainted with such a meaning and finds 
that the direction involved in it, if pursued, will be profitable, one 
works accordingly, but when one finds it to be injurious one desists 
from it. All grammars and lexicons are based on the i elation 
already existent between words and their meanings, and no action 
is implied therein. 

All the scriptures refer to Narayana as omniscient and the creator 
of all things. It is wrong to suppose that the scriptures declare the 
identity of the individual selves with God; for there is no proof for 
such an assertion. 

The existence of God cannot be proved by any inference; for 
inference of equal force can be adduced against the existence of 
God. If it is urged that the world, being an effect, must have a 
creator or maker just as a jug has a potter for its maker, then it inay 
also be urged on the contrary that the world is without any maker, 
like the self; if it is urged that the self is not an effect and that 
therefore the counter-argument does not stand, then it may also be 
urged, that all makers have bodies, and since He has no body, God 
cannot be a creator. Thus the existence of God can only be proved 
on the testimony of the scriptures, and they hold that God is 
different from the individual selves. If any scriptural texts seem 
to indicate the identity of God and self or of God and the world, 
this will be contradicted by perceptual experience and inference, 
and consequently the monistic interpretations of these texts would 


vijneyam pctr&ttUfifi Brahma jndpikii para,md srutih 
anadt-iritya sa tac ca vind tatn na ca gamy ate. 
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b^mvalicl. Now the scriptures cannot suggest anything which is 
directly contradicted by experience; for, if experience be invalid, 
then the experience of the validity of the scriptures will also become 
invalid. The teaching of the scriptures gains additional strength by 
its consonance with what is perceived by other pramanas) and, since 
all the pramanas point to the reality of diversity, the monistic in¬ 
terpretation of the scriptural texts cannot be accepted as true. 
When any particular experience is contradicted by a number of 
other pramanas , that experience is thereby rendered invalid. It is 
in this manner that the falsity of the conch-shell-silver is attested 
What was perceived as silver at a distance was contradicted on closer 
inspection and by the contact of the hand, and for that reason 
the conch-shell-silver perceived at a distance is regarded as invalid. 
An experience which is contradicted by a large number of other 
pramanas is by reason of that very fact to be regarded as defective 1 . 
The comparative value of evidence can be calculated either by its 
quantity or its quality 2 . There are two classes of qualitative proofs, 
viz., that which is relative {upajivaka) and that which is inde¬ 
pendent ( upajwya ); of these the latter must be regarded as the 
stronger. Perception and inference are independent sources of 
evidence, and may therefore be regarded as upajwya , while the 
scriptural texts are dependent on perception and inference, and are 
therefore to be regarded as upajivaka . Valid perception precedes 
inference and is superior to it, for the inference has to depend on 
perception; thus, if there is a flat contradiction between the 
scriptural texts and what is universally perceived by all, the 
scriptural texts have to be so explained that there may not be any 
such contradiction. By its own nature as a support of all evidence, 
perception or direct experience, being the upajwya , has a stronger 
claim to validity 3 . Of the two classes of texts, viz., those which are 
monistic and those which are dualistic, the latter is supported by 
perceptual evidence. If it is urged that the purpose of the sruti 

1 bahu-pramdna-virtiddhdndm dosajanyatva-niyamdt; dosa -jany a tvarn ca 
balavat-pramdna-mrodhad eva jndyate. 


adu§tcim indriyam tv ak$am tarko’duftas tathanumd 
agamo'duftavakyam ca tadrk cdnubhavah smytah 


balavat-pramdnatas caiva jneyd dosd na cdnyathd . Ibid. p. 26 2 a (4). 


a dvi-vidham balavatvan ca bahutvdc cq svabhdvatah. Ibid . 
a Madhva here states the different kinds of pramanas according to Brahma- 
tarka . The account of th e pramdtjias is dealt with in a separate section. 
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texts is to transcend perception and that it is by perception alone 
that we realize pure being, then it follows that the dualistic texts, 
which contradict ordinary perception, are to be regarded as more 
valid on the very ground that they transcend perception. So, which¬ 
ever way we look at it, the superiority of the duality texts cannot 
be denied. Again, when a particular fact is supported by many 
evidences that strengthens the validity of that fact. The fact that 
God is different from the individual and the world, is attested by 
many evidences and as such it cannot be challenged; and the final 
and ultimate import of all the Vedic texts is the declaration of the 
fact that Lord Visnu is the highest of all. It is only by the know¬ 
ledge of the greatness and goodness of God that one can be 
devoted to Him, and it is by devotion to God and by His grace that 
one can attain emancipation, which is the highest object of life. 
Thus it is through the declaration of God and His goodness that 
the sruti serves to attain this for us. 

No one can have any attachment to anything with which he 
feels himself identical. A king does not love his rival; rather he 
would try to inflict defeat on him by attacking him; but the same 
king would give away his all to one who praised him. Most of the 
ascriptions of the texts endow God with various qualities and 
powers which would be unexplainable on monistic lines. So 
Madhva urges that the ultimate aim of all sruti and smrti texts is 
to speak of the superexcellence of Visnu, the supreme Lord. 

But his opponents argue that ascription or affirmation of quali¬ 
ties to reality depends upon the concept of difference; the concept 
of difference again depends upon the separate existence of the 
quality and the qualified. Unless there are two entities, there is no 
conception of difference; and, unless there is a conception of 
difference, there cannot be a conception of separate entities. Thus 
these two conceptions are related to each other in a circular maimer 
and are therefore logically invalid 1 . Madhva in reply says that the 
above argument is invalid, because things are in themselves of the 
nature of difference. It is wrong to argue that differences are 
meaningless because they can only be realized with reference to 

1 na ca visesana-visesyatayG bheda-siddhih, videfarta-vi&sya-bhavas ca 
bheddpeksah dharmi-pratiyogy-apekfaya bheda-siddhir bhedapekfaifi ca dharmi- 
pratiyogitvam ity anyonyairayatayu bhedasyayuktih. Vi$nu-tattva-vinivnayct , 
p. *64. 
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Lin objects; for, just as unity has a separate meaning, so the 
difference is also realized by itself* It is wrong to think that first 
we have the notion of the differing objects in themselves in their 
unity and that then the differences are realized; to perceive the 
object is to perceive the difference. Difference is as simple and 
analysable as unity. Unity is also a simple notion, yet it can be 
expressed in the form of a relation of identity—such as that of 
Brahman and individual self, as the monists say. In the same way 
difference is a simple notion, though it may be expressed as sub¬ 
sisting between two entities. It is true that in cases of doubt and 
illusion our notion of difference is arrested, but so it is also in the 
case of our notion of unity. For to perceive an object is not to 
perceive its unity or identity; to perceive objects is to perceive their 
uniqueness, and it is this uniqueness which constitutes difference 1 . 
The expression “its difference ” signifies the very uniqueness of the 
nature of the thing; for, had it not been so, then the perception of 
the object Would not have led us to realize its separateness and 
difference from others. If such a difference was not realized with 
the very perception of the object, then one might easify have con¬ 
fused oneself with a jug or with a piece of cloth; but such a con¬ 
fusion never occurs, the reason being that the jug, as soon as it is 
perceived, is perceived as different from all other things. Difference 
therefore is realized as the very nature of things that are perceived; 
doubts occur only in those cases where there is some similarity, 
while in most other cases the difference of an entity from other 
entities is realized with the very perception of the entity. Just as, 
when a number of lights are seen at a glance, they are all known in 
a general manner, so difference is also known in a general manner, 
though the particular difference of the object from any other 
specific object may not be realized immediately upon perception. 
When a number of articles is perceived, we also perceive at once 
that each article is different, though the specific difference of each 
article from the other may not be realized at once. We conclude 
therefore that perception of difference is dependent upon a prior 
perception of multiplicity as a series of units upon which the notion 

1 pad&rtha-sva-rUpatvad bhedasya na ca dharmi-pratiyogy-apeksaya bhedasya 
svarupcitvam aikyavat-sz arilpasyaiva tathdtvat , sva-rttpa-siddha vai tad asid- 
dhis ca jiveivaraikyam vadatah siddhaiva , bhedas tu sva-riipa-dariana eva siddhih, 
pray all sarvato mlaksanmn hi pad&rtha-sva-rupam drsyate. Ibid. 
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-ofidifference is superimposed. That in the perception of each entity 
its specific nature and uniqueness is perceived cannot be denied 
even by the Vedantists, even by the rnonists, who regard each 
entity as being different from the Brahman. Thus the circular 
reasoning with which the monists associate the perception of dif¬ 
ference is a fallacy and is untenable. If an object in the very revela¬ 
tion of its nature did not also reveal its special difference or 
uniqueness, then the perception of all things would be identical. 
Moreover each difference has its own unique character; the 
difference from a jug is not the same as the difference from a cloth. 
Thus the perception of difference cannot be challenged as invalid; 
to say that what is perceived in a valid manner is false is a denial of 
experience, and is invalid. The illusory perception of the conch- 
shell silver is regarded as illusory only because it is contradicted by 
a stronger perceptual experience, No syllogistic reasoning has the 
power to challenge the correctness of valid perceptual experience. 

No dialectical reasoning can prove the invalidity of direct and 
imm ediate experience. Upon this reasoning all arguments denying 
the differences of things are contradicted by the scriptural texts, 
by perception and by other arguments; the arguments of those who 
challenge the reality of difference are absolutely specious in their 
nature. It is idle to say that in reality there is no difference though 
such difference may be realized in our ordinary practical experience 
( vydvaharika ). It has already been demonstrated that falsehood 
defined as that which is different from both the existent and the 
non-existent is meaningless. To attempt to deny the non-existent 
because it is unworthy of experience is meaningless; for, whether , 
it was or was not experienced, there would be no need to deny it.. y 
The difference of anything from the non-existent would not be 
known without the knowledge of the non-existent. The appearance 
of the silver in the conch-shell cannot be described as something 
different from the existent and the non-existent; for the silver 
appearance is regarded as non-existent in the conch-shell; it cannot 
be argued that, since such an appearance was realized, therefore it 
could not have been non-existent. The perception of the non -' 
existent ffs the existent, is the perception of’one thing as another': 
it is of the nature of illusion. It cannot be said that the non-existent 
cannot be perceived even in illusion; for it is admitted by the 
monists that the anirvacanlya, which has no real existence, cqn be : \ 
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perceived. Nor can it be held that such a perception 
anirvacaniya (or indefinable); for in that case we should have a 
vicious infinite, since the first anirvacaniya has to depend on the 
second and that on the third and so on. If the silver appearance was 
in reality anirvacaniya by nature, it would have been perceived as 
such, and that would have destroyed the illusion; for, if the silver- 
appearance was known at the time of perception as being anirva¬ 
caniya (or indefinable), no one would have failed to realize that he 
was experiencing an illusion. The word mtthya, ‘ false , does not 
in reality mean anirvacaniya ; it should mean non-existence. Now 
there cannot be anything which is neither existent nor non-existent; 
everyone perceives that either things are existent or they are not; 
no one has perceived anything which is neither existent nor non¬ 
existent. Thus the supposition of the so-called anirvacaniya and 
that of the perception of the non-existent are alike invalid; the 
perception of difference is valid, and the monistic claim falls to the 
ground. 

The scriptures also assert difference between the individual 
selves and the Brahman; if even the scriptural texts are false, then 
it is idle to preach monism on scriptural grounds. It is on scrip¬ 
tural grounds that we have to admit that Brahman is the greatest 
and the highest; for the purport of all the valid scriptures tends to 
such an assertion—yet no one can for a moment think that he is one 
with Brahman; no one feels “lam omniscient, I am omnipotent, 
I am devoid of all sorrows and all defects”; on the contrary our 
common experience is just the opposite, and it cannot be false, for 
there is no proof of itsfalsity. The scriptures themselves never declare 
the identity of the self with the Brahman; the so-called identity 
text {tat tvam asi, “That art thou”) is proclaimed with illustra¬ 
tions which all point to a dualistic view. The illustration in the 
context of every “ identity” (or monistic) text shows its real purport, 
viz., that it asserts the difference between Brahman and the selves. 
When it is said that, when one is known, everything is known, the 
meaning is that the chief object of knowledge is one, or that one 
alone is the cause; it does not mean that other things are false. 
For, if that one alone were the truth and everything else were false, 
then we should expect the knowledge of all falsehood to be derived 
from the knowledge of the truth, which is impossible ( nahi satya- 
jndnena mithya-jndnam bhavati). It cannot be said that the know- 
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of the conch-shell leads to a knowledge of the silver; for the 
two awarenesses are different. It is only by knowing “this is not 
silver” that one knows the conch-shell; so long as one know’s the 
silver (which is false), one does not know the conch-shell (which is 
true). By knowing an entity one does not know the negation of the 
entity. The knowledge of the non-existence of an entity is preceded 
by the knowledge of its existence elsewhere. It is customary for 
people to speak of other things as being known when the most 
important and the most essential thing is known; rvhen one knows 
the principal men of a village, one may say that one knows the 
village. When one knows the father, one may say that he knows the 
son; “O! I know him, he is the son of so and so, he is known to 
me”; from one’s knowledge of one person one may affirm the 
knowledge of other persons like him; by knowing one woman one 
may say “O! I know women.” It is on the basis of such instances 
that the scriptural texts affirm that by the knowledge of one every¬ 
thing else is known. There is no reason for saying that such 
affirmations declare the falsity of all other things except Brahman. 
When the texts assert that by knowing one lump of earth one knows 
all earthen- wares, the idea is that of similarity, since surely not all 
earthen-wares are made out of one lump of earth; the text does 
not say that by knowing earth we know all earthen-wares; what it 
does say is that by knowing one lump of earth we know all earthen¬ 
wares. It is the similarity between one lump of earth and all other 
earthen-wares that justifies the text. The word “ vacarambhanatn" 
does not mean falsehood, generated by words, for in that case the 
word namadheya would be inapplicable. We conclude that the 
scriptures nowhere declare the falsehood of the world; on the 
contrary, they abound in condemnation of the view that the world 
is false 1 . 

The highest self, the Brahman, is absolutely independent, 
omniscient, omnipotent and blissful, whereas the ordinary self, 
though similar to Him in character, is always under His control, 
knows little and has little power. It is wrong to suppose that self 
is one but appears as many because of a false upadhi or condition, 

asatyam aprati$tham te jagad ahur anisvaram 
a-paras-para-sambhGtam him anyat kdma hattukam 
etam drfftm ava?tabhya nastdtmdno'lpa-buddhayah . 

Gitdy xvi. 8. 9, as quoted by Madhva. 
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and impossible to conceive that the self could be misconceived as 
riot-self. The so-called creation of illusory appearance by magic, 
in imitation of real things, is only possible because real things 
exist; it is on the basis of real things that unreal illusions appear. 
Dreams also occur on the basis of real experiences which are 
imitated in them. Dream creations can take place only through the 
functioning of the subconscious impressions ( vasana ); but there is 
no reason to supposse that the world as such, which is never 
contradicted and which is truly experienced, is illusory, like dream 
creations. Moreover the Lord is omniscient and self-luminous, and 
it is not possible that Fie should be covered by ignorance. If it is 
argued that the one Brahman appears as many through a condition 
(or upadhi) and that He passes through the cycles of birth and 
rebirth, then, since these cycles are never-ending, Brahman will 
never be free from them and He will never have emancipation 
because His association with upadhi will be permanent. It is no 
defence to say that the pure Brahman cannot have any bondage 
through conditions; that which is already associated with upadhi 
or condition cannot require a further condition for associating the 
previous condition with it; for that will lead to a vicious infinite. 
Again, the thesis of the existence of a false upadhi can be proved 
only if there is a proof for the existence of ignorance as an entity; 
if there is no ignorance, there cannot be any falsehood. Again, as 
upadhi cannot exist without ignorance, nor ignorance without 
upadhi> this would involve a vicious circle. According to the 
hypothesis omniscience can be affirmed only of that which is 
uriassociated with a false upadhi ; so that, if the pure Brahman is 
itself associated with ignorance, there can never be emancipation; 
for then the ignorance wall be its own nature, from which it cannot 
dissociate itself. Moreover, such a permanent existence of ignorance 
would naturally lead to a dualism of the Brahman and ignorance. 
If it is held that it is by the ajndna of the jiva (soul) that the false 
appearance of the world is possible, then it may be pointed out that 
there is a vicious circle here also; for without the pre-existence of 
ajndna there is no jiva, and without jiva there cannot be ajndna ; 
without ajndna there is no upadhi , and without upadhi there is no 
ajndna. Nor can it be held that it is the pure Brahman that 
appears as ignorant through illusion; for, unless ajndna is estab¬ 
lished, there cannot be illusion, and, unless there is illusion, there 
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cannot be ajnana . From another point of view too it may be urged 
that the monists support an impossible proposition in saying that, 
when all the individuals are emancipated, the Brahman will be 
emancipated, since the living units or the souls are far more numerous 
than even the atoms; on the tip of an atom there may be millions 
of living units, and it is impossible to conceive that they should all 
attain salvation through the knowledge of Brahman. It also cannot 
be said that there is nothing to be surprised at the logical certainty 
of falsehood; for it must be a very strong argument against our 
opponent, that they cannot prove the falsehood of all things which 
are immediately and directly perceived; and, unless such proofs are 
available, things that are perceived through direct experience cannot 
be ignored. We all know that we are always enjoying the objects of 
the world in our experience, and in view of this fact how can we say 
that there is no difference between an experience and the object 
experienced? When we perceive our food, how can we say that 
there is no food? A perceptual experience can be discarded only 
when it is known that the conditions of perception were such as to 
vitiate its validity. We perceive a thing from a distance; we may 
mistrust it in certain respects, since we know that when we perceive 
a thing at a distance the object appears small and blurred; but, unless 
the possibility of such distorting conditions can be proved, no per¬ 
ception can be regarded as invalid. Moreover, the defects of a per¬ 
ception can also be discovered by a maturer perception. The 
falsehood of the world has never been proved as defective by any 
argument whatever. Moreover the experience of knowledge, 
ignorance, pleasure and pain cannot be contradicted; so it has to be 
admitted that the experience of the world is true, and, being true, 
it cannot be negated; therefore it is impossible to have such an 
emancipation as is desired by the monists. If that which is directly 
experienced can be negated merely by specious arguments without 
the testimony of a stronger experience, then even the perception 
of the self could be regarded as false. There is no lack of specious 
arguments about the existence of the self; for one may quite well 
argue that, since everything is false, the experience of the self also is 
false, and there is no reason why we should distinguish the 
existence of other things from the experience of the self, since as 
experience they are of the same order. It will be an insupportable 
assumption that the experience of the self belongs to a different 
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its falsity cannot be affirmed. Nor is it possible 
to affirm that all illusions occur on the basis of self-experience; 
for, in order to assert that, one must first prove that the experience 
of the self is not illusory, while all other experiences are so— 
which is exactly the point contested by the Madhvas. If it is 
urged that illogicality only shows that the experience is false, then 
it may also be urged that the illogicality or the inexplicable nature 
of the experience of the self in association with the objective ex¬ 
perience only proves the falsity of the experience of the self and 
can lead to nothing; for the monists urge that all experiences may 
be mere semblances of experience, being only products of avidyd. 
The avidyd itself is regarded as inexplicable, and all reality is 
supposed to depend not on experience, but on the logical argumen ts; 
in which case one may as well say that objects are the real seers 
and the subject that which is seen. One may say too that there may 
be false appearances without a seer ; the illogicality or inexplica¬ 
bility of the situation is nothing to shy at, since the tndyd is illogical 
and inexplicable; a fact which makes it impossible to indicate in 
what manner it will create confusion. Creating confusion is its sole 
function, and therefore one may say that either there are appear- 
ances without any seer, illusions without a basis, or that the objects 
are the so-called seers and the self, the so-called seer, is in reality 
nothing but an object. 

Again, if all differences are regarded as mere false appearances 
due to upadhi , why should there not on the same analogy be 
experience of reality? Though feelings of pleasure and pain appear in 
different limbs of one person, yet the experiencer is felt as the same. 
Why should not experiences in different bodies or persons be felt 
as belonging to the same individual ?—the analogy is the same. In 
spite of the difference of upddkis (such as the difference between the 
limbs of one person), there is the feeling of one experiencer; so in 
the different upadhis of the bodies of more than one person there may 
be the appearance of one experiencer. And again, the destruction of 
one upadhi cannot liberate the Brahman or the self; for the Brahman 
is associated with other upadhis and is suffering bondage all the same. 

Again, one may ask whether the upadhi covers the whole of the 
Brahman or a part of it. The Brahman cannot be conceived as made 
up of parts; if the association of upadhi were due to another upadlii y 
then there would be a vicious infinite. Again, since the Brahman 
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Is all-pervading, there cannot be any difference through upadhi, 
and no conception of a part of the Brahman is possible; upadhi is 
possible only of things that are limited by time or place. Again, 
for the same reason experiences through different upadhis must be 
of one and the same Brahman, and in that case there ought to be 
the appearance of one experience through all the different bodies, 
just as the experience of pleasure and pain in the different limbs of 
a person are attributed to him alone. 

Again, the pure Brahman cannot pass through cycles of births 
and rebirths, because it is pure. Then the birth, rebirth and bondage 
of the monists must be of Brahman as associated with upadhi and 
mdyd. Now the question is: is the Brahman associated with mdyd 
different from pure Brahman or identical with it? If it be identical 
with pure Brahman, then it cannot suffer bondage. If it is not 
identical, then the question is whether it is eternal or non-eternal: 
if it is not eternal, then it will be destroyed, and there will be no 
emancipation ; if it is eternal, then one has to admit that the mdyd 
and Brahman remain eternally associated, which virtually means 
the ultimate reality of two entities. If it is urged that Brahman in 
pure essence is one, though He appears as many in association with 
the upadhi , the simple reply is that, if the pure essence can be 
associated with upadhi, the essence in itself cannot be regarded as 
pure. To say that the upadhi is false is meaningless, because the 
concepts of falsehood and upadhi are mutually interdependent. 
Nor can it be said that this is due to beginningless karma ; for, unless 
the plurality of the upadhis can be proved, the plurality of the karma 
cannot be proved either, as the two concepts are interdependent. 
So the monistic view is contradicted by all our means of knowledge; 
and all the sruti texts support the pluralistic view. Both the mdyd 
and the Brahman are incapable of description on a monistic view; 
it is difficult too to realize how the Brahman or the monist can 
express Himself; for, if He is one and there is no activity, He ought 
not to be able to express Himself. If He cannot express Himself to 
others who do not exist, He cannot express Himself to Himself 
either; for self-action is impossible (na ca svenapi jheyatvam 
tair ucyate kartr-karma-virodhat). There cannot be any knowledge 
without a knower; the knowledge that is devoid of the knowetvmd 
the known is empty and void, since none of us has experienced any 
knowledge where there is no knowledge and the knower. ‘ 
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The VisnU" tattva-nirnaya of Madhva had a comment called the 
Visnu-tattva-nirnaya-tikdbyJ&ysi-tirth&t Vwiu-tattva-nirnaya~tikd - 
tippani by Kesavasvamin, Visnu-tattva-nirnaya-tippani by Srinivasa 
and Padmanabha-tlrtha, Bhaktabodha by Raghuttama; it had 
also another commentary, called Vismi-tattva-nirnaya-tikopanydsa. 
Besides these there were independent works on the lines of 
Vimu-tativa-nirnaya called Vimudattva-nirnaya-vdkydrtha and 
Vanamall Misra’s Vimii-tattva-prahdsah 

The Nydya-vivarana of Madhva is a work of more than six 
hundred granthas, which deals with the logical connection of the 
different chapters of the Brakma-sutra. A number of commentaries 
was written on it, by Vitthala-sutananda-tlrtha, Mudgalananda- 
tirtha, and Raghixttama; Jaya-tlrtha also wrote on it the Nyaya - 
vivarana-panjikd. Raghavendra, Vijaylndra and Vadiraja wrote 
respectively Nydya-muktdvali, Nyaya-mauktikamdld, and Nyaya - 
ratndvali , on the lines of Madhva’s Nydya-vivarana . Madhva wrote 
it after he had finished his Bhdsya, Anubhasya and Anuvyakhydna; 
it is needless for us to follow the work in detail, but we may briefly 
indicate Madhva’s manner of approach. He says that the Brahma ~ 
sutra was written in order to discredit the monistic interpretations 
of the Upanisads, Thus with the monist Brahman cannot be a 
subject of enquiry, because He is self-luminous; in opposition to 
this view the Brahma-sutra starts with the thesis that Brahman, 
being the supreme person who is full of all qualities, can hardly be 
known by our finite minds. There is then a natural enquiry 
regarding the extent of the greatness of the supreme being, arid in 
the second sUtra it is shown that Brahman cannot be identical with 
the individual selves, because He is the source from which the world 
has come into being and it is He who supports the world also. In the 
third sutra we learn that the Brahman-causality of the world cannot 
be known except through scripture; in the fourth we read that the 
scriptures from which we can know the Brahman cannot be any 
other than the Upanisads. In this way, all through liis first chapter, 
Madhva tries to show that, if we interpret the doubtful sruti texts 
on the basis of those whose meanings are clear and definite, we find 
that they too declare the superiority and transcendence of the 
supreme Lord. The same process of reconciling the sruti texts with 

1 ato jndtf-jneydbhdvdt jiidnam api hlnyataiva; atah iunya-vaddn tta kakid 
vise$a?j; net ca jMtr-jfkya-rahitatfi jndnam kvacid drf tarn. Op, tit. p. 275 (17), 


Madhva and his School 





, 


the idea of showing the transcendence of God over individual selves 
goes on through the remaining chapters of the first book. In dealing 
with the fourth book Madhva discusses his pet view that not all 
persons can be liberated, since only a few can be worthy of libera¬ 
tion 1 . He further says that God must be worshipped continually 
by chanting His excellent qualities every day. The scriptural duties 
as well as meditation ( dhydna) and its accessories (postures, etc.) 
are to be carried out; without meditation there cannot be a direct 
intuition of God 2 . It cannot be urged that with the rise of know¬ 
ledge all karmas are destroyed and salvation comes by itself; for 
knowledge can remove only the unripe (< aprarabdha) karmas . The 
fruit of the j prarabdha or ripe karmas has to be enjoyed till they are 
exhausted. Thus Madhva favours the doctrine of jwanmukti. 
Though it has been said that the rise of true knowledge removes 
the aprarabdha karmas, yet the real agency belongs to God; when 
the true knowledge rises in a man, God is pleased, and He destroys 
the unripe karmas 3 . At the time of death all wise persons pass on 
to fire and from there to vayu, which takes them to Brahman, since 
it is only through vdyii that one can approach Brahman. Those who 
return to the world pass through smoke; and there are others who 
because of their sinful character pass on to the lowest world. Even 
in the state of salvation the emancipated beings enjoy devotion as 
pure bliss. 

The Tantva-sara-samgraha of Madhva is a work of four chap¬ 
ters on ritual, which deals with the methods of worshipping Visnu 
by the use of mantras; and various processes of ritualistic worship 
are described. It is commented upon by Chalari-nrsimhacarya, 
Chalari-^esacarya, Raghunatha Yati and Srlnivasacarya. Jaya-tirtha 
wrote in verse a small work called Tantra-sarokta-pUjavidM ; 
Srinivasacarya also wrote a small work on the same lines, the 
Tantra-sdra-mantroddhara . 

Madhva wrote also another small work, called Saddcara-smrti , 
in forty verses; this too is a work on rituals, describing the normal 
duties of a good vaisnava There is a commentary by Dronacarya 
( Sadacdra~smrti~vydkhyd ). 

1 maha-phalatvat sarveyim aiaktyd eva upapannatvdt; anyatha sarva~puru$d$a~ 
kyasyaiva sadhanataya sarvejdm moksdpattek. Nydya-vivarana, p. 16 (a). 

15 dhydnam vina aparok§a-jfidndkhya-vi$e?a-kdryanupapatteh. Ibid. 

8 karmdni k§apayed vi$nur aprdrabdhdni vidyayd 

prdrabdhdni tu bhogena k§apayan svam padarn nayet. Ibid. 16. 



He wrote also another small work, called Krmdmrta-maharnava. 
The present writer has not been able to trace any commentary on 
it. It consists of two hundred and forty-two verses, describing the 
forms of worshipping Visnu, and emphasizes the indispensable 
necessity of continual meditation on the super-excellent nature of 
God and of worshipping Him; it speaks also of repentance and 
meditation on God’s name as a way of expiation of sins. Madhva 
further says that in this present Kali age bhakti of God is the only 
way to emancipation. Meditation on God alone can remove all 
sins 1 ; no ablutions, no asceticism are necessary for those who 
meditate on God; the name of God is the only instrument for 
removing sins. So the whole of the Krpidmrta-maharnava describes 
the glory of God, as well as the methods of worshipping Him; and, 
further, the duties of the good vaimavas during the important ittkis, 
Madhva wrote another small work, the Dvadaia-stotra , con¬ 
sisting of about one hundred and thirty verses. No commentary on 
this has been traced by the present writer. 

He wrote also another very small work, in two verses, the 
Narasimha-nakha-stotra , and another, the Yamaka-bkdrata> of 
eighty-one verses. This latter was commented upon by Yadupati 
and Timmanna Bhatta; and in it Madhva describes the story of 
Krsna in brief, including the episodes of Vrndavana and that 
of Hastinapur in association with the Pandavas. 

He wrote also the Rg~bhdsya, i.e., a commentary on some selected 
verses of the Rg-veda, which was commented upon by Jaya-tlrtha, 
Srlnivasa-tirtha, Venkata, Chalari-nrsimhacarya, Raghavendra, 
Ke 3 avacarya, Laksmlnarayana and Satyanatha Yati. Two anony¬ 
mous works are known to the present writer which were written 
on the lines of the Rg-hhdsya; they are Rg-artha-cUddmani and 
Rg~arthoddhara. Raghvendra Yati also wrote a work on the same 
lines, called Rg~artha~manjari. Madhva’s commentary on the 
Isoponisat was commented on by Jaya-tlrtha, Srlnivasa-tirtha, 
Raghunatha Yati, Nrsimhacarya and Satyaprajfia Yati, and 
Raghavendra-tirtha wrote a separate work on Isa, Kena , Katha , 
Prasria , Mundaka and Mdndukya Upanisads, which follows 
Madhva’s line of interpretation of these Upanisads. Madhya’s 

smaranad eva krsnasya papasamghattapanjarah 
satadha bhedam dyati girir vajrdhato yathd. 

IZrmdmrta-maharnava, verse 46, 


Madhva and his School 


•V 

commentary on the Aitareyopanisad was commented upon by 
Tamraparm Srinivasa, Jaya-tlrtha, Visvesvara-tlrtha and Nara- 
yana-tlrtha; and Narasimha Yati wrote a separate treatise, the 
Aitareyopanisad-khariddrtha , on which a commentary, the Kkanddr- 
iha-prakasa , was written by Srinivasa-tlrtha. The Kathopanisad - 
bhdsya of Madhva was commented upon by Vedesa. Vyasa-txrtha 
wrote a commentary, the Kenopanisad-bhdsya-fikd , on Madhva’s 
Kenopanisad-bhasya , while Raghavendra-tlrtha wrote a separate 
work (the Kenopanisad-khandartha). The Chandogyopanisad-bhdsya 
of Madhva was commented upon by Vyasa-tlrtha; Vedesa and 
Raghavendra-tirtha wrote a separate work, the Chandogyopanisad - 
khandartha . The Talavakdm-bhasya of Madhva had the following 
commentaries: the Talavakdra~bhdsya-ttka , by Vyasa-tlrtha, and 
Talabavara-tippani, by Vedesa-bhiksu; Nrsimha-bhiksu wrote 
the Talavakdra-khanddrtha-prakdiika, The Prasnopanisad~bhd§ya 
of Madhva was commented upon by Jaya-tlrtha in the Prasno- 
panisad-bhasyaAika , which had two commentaries, the Prasno- 
panisad - bhdsya - tikd - tippana by Srinivasa-tlrtha. The Brhadd- 
ranyaka-hhdsya of Madhva had commentaries (Brhaddranyaka- 
hhasya-tika) by Raghixttama, Vyasa-tlrtha and Srlnivasa-ti'rtha, and 
Raghuttama Yati wrote a separate work on it, called the Brhaddran- 
yaka-bhava-bodha. The Mdndukyopanisad-bhdsya of Madhva had 
two commentaries on it, by Vyasa-tlrtha and Krsnacarya, and 
Raghavendra Yati wrote a separate work on it, the MandUkya- 
khandartha, The Mundakopanisad-bhasya of Madhva has the 
following commentaries: the Mundakopanisad-bhdsya-tika by 
Vyasa-tlrtha and Narayana-tirtha; Mimdakopanisad-bhdsya-tika- 
tippanl by Krsnacarya; and Mundakopanisadbhdsya-vyakhya by 
Nrsimha-bhiksu. 

Teachers and Writers of the Madhva School, 

Historical enquiry about the Madhvas was probably first 
started by KrsnasvamI Ayer, with a paper in which he tried 
to solve the question of the age of Madhva 1 : but he was not in 
a position to utilize the archaeological data as was done by 
H. Krsna Sastrl 2 . The conclusions at which he arrived were in some 

1 MadJmdcarya, a Short Historical Sketch , by C. N. Kr$nasvaml Ayer, M.A. 

2 See his article, Epigraphica Indica , vol. vi, pp. 260-8. 
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cases against the records of the Madhva mathas y arid the Madhva- 
Siddhanta UnnahinI Sahha, which is annually held at a place near 
Tirupati, took serious objections to his statements; Subba Rao, 
in the introduction to his translation of the Gita-bhasya of Madhva, 
severely criticized Krsna Sastri for his orthodox bias, stating 
that he was not posted in all the facts of the question 1 . Later on 
C. M. Fadmanabhacarya also tried to deal with the subject, utilizing 
the epigraphical data, but only partially 2 ; his book deals with all the 
central facts of Madhva’s life according to the traditional accounts. 

We have already dealt with the outline of Madhva’s life. 
Madhva, on his way from Badarikasram to South India, had met 
Satya-tlrtha and had journeyed together with him through the 
Vahga and Kalinga countries. In the Telugu country Madhva was 
challenged by Sobhana Bhatta, a famous monist, who was defeated 
and converted to Madhva faith. This Sobhana Bhatta was then 
styled Fadmanabha-tlrtha. Madhva had dispute with another 
scholar who was a prime minister in the Kalinga country; he 
too was converted by Madhva, and was called Narahari-tTrtha. 
In the meantime the Kalinga king had died, leaving an infant son, 
arid Narahari-tirtha was asked to take charge of the child and 
administer the state on his behalf. At the instance of Madhva 
Narahari carried on the regency for twelve years and brought out 
for him the images of Rama and Sita which were in the treasury of 
the Kalinga kingdom. Madhva at one time had a hot discussion 
leading to a dispute with Padma-tlrtha, a prominent monist of the 
locality, who, upon being defeated, fled, carrying with him the 
library of Madhva; at the intercession, however, of a local chieftain, 
Jayasimha, the books were restored. Later on Madhva defeated 
another monist, Trivikrama Pandita, who became converted to the 
Madhva faith, and wrote the Madhva-vijaya. After the death of 
Madhva Padmanabha-tirtha became pontiff and was succeeded by 
Narahari-tirtha; we have already given the list of the pontiffs in 
succession, with their approximate dates as far as they are available 
from the list of the Madhva gurus in the Madhva rnathas of the 
South. In an article on the outline history of the Madhvacaryas 

1 See The Bhagavadglta , by Subba Rao, M.A., printed at the Minerva 
Press, Madras. 

2 The Life of Madhvacarya , by C. M. Padmanabhacarya, printed at the 
Progressive Press, Madras. 
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Venkoba Rao gives the following chronology of the principal 
facts of Madhva's life: birth of Madhva, saka 1118; assumption of 
holy orders, saka 1128; tour to the South; pilgrimage to Badari; 
conversion of Sobhana Bhatta, Syama 4 astrx and Govinda Bhatta; 
second tour to Badari; beginning of Narahari’s regency, iaka 1186; 
end of Narahari’s regency, iaka 1197; death of Madhvacarya and 
accession of Padmanabha, saka 1197: death of Padmanabha-tirtha, 
iaka 1204; Narahari’s pontificate, saka 1204-5, 

Grierson, in his article on the Madva-charita in the Encyclo¬ 
paedia of Religion and Ethics (vol. vm), thinks that the influence of 
Christianity on Madhvism is very apparent; he says that Madhva’s 
birth-place was either in the ancient city of Kalyanapura or close 
to it. Kalyanapura has always been reputed one of the earliest 
Christian.settlements in India; these Christians were Nestorians. 
Again, among the legends described in Narayana’s Madhva-vijaya 
there is one which holds that the spirit of the deity Anante 4 vara 
appeared to a Brahman and made him a messenger of good news to 
proclaim that the kingdom of Heaven was at hand. The child, 
Madhva, was being led through a forest by his parents when their 
passage was obstructed by evil spirits, who, being rebuked by 
Madhva, fled away. The child Madhva was at one time missed by 
his parents at the age of five and he was found teaching the way to 
worship Visnu according to the iastras. In his tour in the Southern 
districts Madhva is said to have increased the store of food to meet 
the needs of his followers. In his Northern tour he walked over 
water without wetting his feet, and on another occasion he pacified the 
angry sea by his stern look. From these miracles attributed to him, 
and from the facts that there is great similarity between the hhakti 
doctrine of Madhva arid the devotionalism of the Christians, and 
that Madhva flourished in a place where there were Christians, 
Grierson thinks that Madhvaism had an element of Christian 
influence. The fact also that according to Madhva salvation can be 
secured only through the intermediary of the wind god Vdyu has 
been interpreted in favour of the above thesis. I think, however, 
that there is not sufficient ground in these arguments for tracing 
a Christian influence on Madhva. The doctrine of bhakti is very old, 
and can be traced in a fairly developed form even in some of the 
Vedic and Upanisadic verses, the Gita , the Mahdbhdrata and the 
earlier Purdnas . There may have been some Christians in 
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Kalyanapura, but there is no evidence that they were of such im¬ 
portance as to influence the orthodox faith of Madhva. He, like all 
other teachers, urges again and again that his doctrines are based on 
the Vedas, the Gita, the Pancardtras and the Mahabharata ; nor do we 
find any account of discussion between Madhva and the Christians; 
and he is never reported to have been a polyglot or to have had access 
to Christian literature. Though occasionally vdyu is accepted as an 
intermediary, yet the main emphasis is on the grace of God, 
depending upon the knowledge of God; there is not the slightest 
trace of any Trinity doctrine in Madhva’s school of thought. Thus 
the suggestion of a probable Christian influence seems to be very 
far-fetched. Burnell, however, supports the idea in his paper in 
The Indian Antiquary, 1873-4; but Garbe considers it probable that 
Kalyanapura might have been another Kalyana, in the north of 
Bombay, while Grierson thinks that it must have been the Kalyana 
in Udipi, which is close to Malabar. 

Burnell again points out that before the beginning of the ninth 
century some Persians had settled at Manigrama, and he further 
suggests that these Persians were Manicheans. But Burnell’s view 
was successfully controverted by Collins, though he could not deny 
the possibility that “Manigrama” was derived from the name 
Manes ( mani ). Grierson supports the idea of Burnell, and co-relates 
it with the peculiar story of Manimat, the demon supposed to have 
been bom as Sankara, a fabulous account of whom is given in the 
Manimanjari of Narayana. It cannot be denied that the introduc¬ 
tion of the story of Manimat is rather peculiar, as Manimat plays 
a very unimportant part as the opponent of Bhima in the Mahd- 
bhdrata; but there is practically nothing in the philosophy or 
theology of Sankara, which is a form of dualism wherein two 
principles are acknowledged, one light (God) and the other 
darkness. 

Padmanabha-tlrtha succeeded Madhva in the pontificate in 
a.d. x 197 and died in 1204; he wrote a commentary on the Anuvydk- 
hana , the Sannyaya-ratnavali. Narahari-tlrtha, who is said to have 
beenapersonal disciple of Madhva, held the pontificate from 1204 to 
1213 *; he wrote a tippani on the Brakma-sutra-bhdsya of Madhva. 

We do not know of any work by Madhava-tirtha, the next pontiff 

1 For a discussion on Narahari’s career and date see Epigraphica Indie a, 
vol. vi, p. 206, etc. 



(1213-30)- Aksobhya-tlrtha held the pontificate from 1230 to 1247, 
and then Jaya-tlrtha from 1247 to 1268. It is held by some that he was 
a pupil not only of Aksobhya-tlrtha, but also of Padmanabha-tlrtha 1 ; 
he was the most distinguished writer of the Madhva school, and 
composed many commentaries of a very recondite character, e.g., 
Rg-bhdsya-tlkd on Madhva’s Rg-bhasya, Vyakhyana-vivarana on 
Madhva’s Isopanisad-bhasya, Prasnopanisad-bhdsya-tika, Pravieya- 
dlpikd on the Gita-bhasya, Nyaya-dipika on the Gltd-tdtparya- 
nirnay a,zndTattva-prakdsikd on the Brahnia-siitra-bhdsya. His most 
learned and incisive work, however, is his Nyaya-sudha, which is a 
commentary on the Anuvydkhyana of Madhva; it is a big work. 
He begins by referring to Aksobhya-tlrtha as his teacher. The work 
forms the principal source-book of most of the writers of the 
Madhva school; it was commented upon by Raghavendra Yati in 
a work called Nyaya-mdha-pcaimala. C. M. Padmanabhacarya says 
of the Nyaya-sudha that in the whole range of Sanskrit literature 
a more masterly commentary is unknown. 

Ramanuja and Madhva. 

We know that the system of Madhva, being a defence of 
dualism and pluralism, regarded Sankara and his followers as its 
principal opponents, and therefore directed its strongest criticism 
against them. Madhva flourished in the thirteenth century, and 
by that time many of the principal exponents of monism, like 
Vacaspati, Prakasatman, Sureivara and others, had written 
scholarly treatises in support of the monistic philosophy of 
Sankara. Madhva and his followers, Jaya-tlrtha, Vyasa-tlrtha and 
others, did their best to refute the monistic arguments for the 
falsity of the world, and to establish the reality and the plurality of 
the world and the difference between self and Brahman, which 
latter was conceived as a personal God. They in their turn were 
attacked by other writers of the Sankara school, and we have a long 
history of attacks and counter-attacks between the members of 
these two important schools of thought. But readers may naturally 
be curious about the relation between the school of Madhva and 
the school of Ramanuja. Madhva himself says little or nothing 

1 Helmuth von Glasenapp, Madhva*s Philosophic des Vishnu-GIaubem, 1923, 
P* 52. 
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which may be interpreted as a direct attack upon his predecessor 
Ramanuja; but in later times there is evidence of recondite disputes 
between the followers of the Ramanuja school and those of the 
Madhva. For instance, Parakala Yati, in the sixteenth century, 
wrote Vijayindra-parajaya, which is evidently a treatise con¬ 
taining refutations of some of the roost important doctrines of the 
Madhva philosophy. It seems desirable to give a short account 
of this treatise, which is rare and available only in a manuscript 
form. 

Parakala Yati takes his views from Venkata’s Tattva-muktd- 
kalapa, and often quotes verses from it in support of his own 
views. His attack is made upon Madhva’s view which discards the 
Ramanuja division of categories ( dravya , “substance,” and adravya, 
“non-substance”) and his view of the qualities as constituents of 
the substance; and this forms the subject-matter of the first 
two sections of the Vijayindra-parajaya. 

In describing Madhva’s position upon the question of dif¬ 
ference between substance and qualities, the writer says that the 
Madhvas think that the expression “the blue jug” is justified by 
the fact that the “blueness” enters into the “sufficient description ” 
of the jug and has no separate existence from it. It is wrong, they 
say, to affirm that the qualities of the jug stood apart from the jug 
and entered into it at any particular moment; the conception of the 
jug carries with it all of its qualities, and these have no separate 
existence, that is, they are a-prthak-siddha from the jug. Parakala 
Yati points out. that, since we know that the unqualified jug assumes 
a blue colour by heat, the blue colour may be regarded as different 
from the jug 1 . The qualities, colour etc., have the substance as their 
support, and they may flow into it or not according to circumstances 
or conditions. It cannot be said that the determining condition for 
the influx of qualities is nothing but. the nature of the substance, 
consisting of inseparability from the qualities; for the possibility 
of such an inseparable association is the matter under dispute and 
cannot therefore be taken as granted; moreover, the existence of an 
upadhi is relevant only when the entities are different and when 
the association of the hetu with the sadhya is true only under certain 

1 ghate pdkena nailyam utpannam ityananyathd-siddha~pratyak$am ca tatra 
pramdnam kinca rxipddi svadhikaranad bhinnam svdsraye sphdre asya agamopadhi - 
dharmulvdt. Vijayindra-parajaya , p, 3 (MS.)* 
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instances; in which case these circumstances are called the 
determining condition of association (upadhi) 1 . 

But, if the Madhvas argue that even the Ramanujas admit the 
inseparable nature of substance and qualities, to this the reply 
would be that according to Ramanuja a~prthak~siddhatva or * 4 in¬ 
separability” only means that at the time of the union (of the 
quality and the substance) the constituent elements cannot be 
separated 2 . The mere fact that the expression “ blue jug” apparently 
means the identity of the blueness and the jug without any quali¬ 
fying suffix denoting 4 ‘possession” should not be regarded as 
actually testifying to the identity of “blue” and the jug. The 
Madhvas themselves do not regard the blueness and jugness as the 
same and so they have to admit that blueness somehow qualifies 
the jug. Such an admission would repudiate their own theory 3 . 
If blueness as something different from blue be associated with 
lotus-ness, then the admission of the fact that, when the words blue 
and lotus are used adjectivally and substantively with the same 
suffix, they mean one and the same identical thing is by itself 
no sound logic. If they are understood as different, then one is 
substance and the other is riot. 

As a matter of fact our perceptual experience discloses a quali¬ 
fied character of all substances and qualities. No true follower of 
the Upanisads can believe that perception reveals the pure inde¬ 
terminate nature of being. If no distinction can be made out 
between characters and substances, then it will not be possible 
to distinguish one substance from another; for one substance is 
distinguished from another only by reason of their characters. 

Moreover, the distinction between substance and qualities is 
evident from other pranianas also. Thus a blind man can dispute 
about the touch-feeling of an object, but he cannot do so about the 
colour. So the colour and touch-feeling have to be regarded as 
distinct from the object itself. Moreover, we speak of a jug as 
having colour, but we do not say that a jug is colour. So it must be 

1 na ceha aprthak-siddhatvam upddhistasya sddhyarUpatve 
sadhana-vyapakatvad bheda-ghatito hi vyapya-vyapaka-bhavali . 

Vijayindra-parajaya. 

2 rilpader madlyam aprthak-siddhatvam samsaktam pate anyatra r$etuni 
asakyatvam eva. tac ca tadrttpdbhdve*pi rupdntarena dhamna-sattayd avirodhitayci 
na prthaksiddhatvena virudhyate. Ibid. 

8 tasya tvaydUpi akhanddfthatvdnabhyupagamdt visntdrthatve tvad-abhimata- 

siddheh. Ibid. p. 4. 
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Knitted that a denial on Madhva lines of the classification of 
categories as dravya and adravya is illogical; it must be held that 
the adravya , though entirely different from dravya , remains in 
association with it and expresses its nature as characters of qualities. 
Parakala Yati then takes up a number of Upanisad passages and 
tries to show that, if distinction of qualities and substances is 
not admitted, then most of the sruti texts are inadmissible. 

There are some Madhvas who hold that there is both difference 
and identity, and that even with careful observation the dravya and 
the adravya cannot be distinguished, and therefore no distinction 
can be made between dravya and adravya as the Ramanujas make. 
To this Parakala Yati replies that the rule that determines the reality 
of anything must be based upon the principle of non-contradiction 
and then unconditional invariability 1 . The expression “blue jug, 5 * 
wherein the “jugness” and “blueness” may appear in one, may be 
contradicted by other equally valid expressions, such as “blueness 
in jug,” “blue-coloured jug,” and it would thus be ineffective to 
determine the nature of reality merely by following the indication 
of the expression “blue jug”, which may show an apparent identity 
between the blue and the jug. The very fact that the jug appears as 
qualified shows that it has a distinction in the quality that qualifies 
it. Nor can it be said that because a particular colour is always 
associated with a particular substance that colour and substance are 
one and the same; for a conch-shell associated with white colour 
may also sometimes appear as yellow. Moreover, when one sub¬ 
stance carries with it many qualities, it cannot be regarded as being 
at the same time identical with all the manifold qualities 2 3 * . The 
distinction of substances on the basis of qualities will also be 
erroneous, if, like qualities, the special natures of the substances be 
themselves naturally different 5 *. If a thing can be at the same time 
identical with many qualities, then that involves acceptance of the 
jaina view of saptahhangi . Thus, from whatever point of view 
the Madhva attempt to refute the classification of dravya and 
adravya is examined, it is found to be faulty and invalid. 

1 yastu ahddhito ndnyafhd-siddhas ca pratyayah sa evartham vyavasthdpayati. 
Ibid, p. 30. 

2 kinca paraspara-bhinnair guttair ekasya guninah abhedo'pi na gha fate iti 
tad-abhedopajivanena ity uktir api aytiktd .... Ibid. p. 33. 

3 gunagata-bheda-vyavahdro nir-nibandhanasea sydt yadi gunavat gunidharma- 

vise§ah svata eva sydt. Ibid . 
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)ne of the important doctrines in which Madhva differs from 
others is that the experience in emancipation is not the same with 
all saints or emancipated persons. This view is supported by some 
of the Purdnas and also accepted by the Vaisnavas of the Gaudiya 
school; but the Ramanujas as well as the Sahkarites were strongly 
against it, and therefore the followers of the Ramanuja school 
criticized Madhva strongly on this point. Thus Srinivasa Acarya 
wrote a separate prakarana work called Ananda-tdratamya - 
khandana. But a much longer find more critical attempt in this 
direction was made by Parakala Yati in the fourth chapter of his 
Viyajindra-pardjaya. Both these works exist in manuscript. 

In the fourth chapter of the fourth book of the Brahma-sUtra 
the question of how the emancipated ones enjoy their experience 
after emancipation is discussed. It is said here that it is by entering 
into the nature of the supreme Lord that the emancipated beings 
participate in the blissful experiences by their mere desire (sam- 
kalpa ). There are however others who hold that the emancipated 
enjoy the blissful experiences directly through themselves, through 
their bodies, as mere attempts of intelligence. It is because 
in the emancipated state one is entitled to all kinds of blissful 
experiences that one can regard it as a state of summum bonum or the 
highest good, But the emancipated persons cannot have all the 
enjoyable experiences that the supreme Lord has; each individual 
soul is limited by his own rights and abilities, within which alone his 
desires may be rewarded with spontaneous fruition. Thus each 
emancipated person is entitled to certain types of enjoyment, 
limited by his own capacity and rights. 

Again, in the third chapter of the third book of the Brahma-sUtra 
different types of worship are prescribed for different people: and 
such a difference of worship must necessarily mean difference in 
the attainment of fruits also. Thus it must be admitted that in the 
state of emancipation there are grades of enjoyment, experienced by 
emancipated persons of different orders. 

This view is challenged by the Ramanujas, who refer to the 
textual quotations of the Upanisads. The passages in the Brahma - 
natida-valli of the Tait tiny a Upanisad , where different kinds of 
pleasures are associated with men, gandharvas and other beings, 
are not to be interpreted as different kinds of pleasures enjoyed by 
different kinds of emancipated beings. According to the Ramanuja 
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"individuals in an unemancipated state are under the complete 
control of the supreme Lord. But in the emancipated state, when 
they become free, they are all in harmony with God and share and 
participate in all His joys; they are parts of Him. The emancipated 
person is like a good wife who has no separate will from her 
husband and enjoys with her husband all that he does or feels. 
Thus the emancipated souls, being completely associated with God, 
enjoy and participate in all His joys: and there cannot be any 
degrees of enjoyment among the different emancipated persons 1 . 
Sense-enjoyment, however, is not possible, as such enjoyment of 
Brahman at the time of emancipation would have to be the ex¬ 
perience of the nature of Brahman, and Brahman Himself also has 
the self-realizing experience; this enjoyment, therefore, being only 
of the nature of the self-realizing experience of Brahman, cannot 
have any degrees or grades in it. The enjoyment of ordinary men, 
being of a sensuous nature, is only the contraction and expansion 
of their intelligence, and is therefore distinguishable into higher 
or lower, greater or smaller grades or degrees of enjoyment. The 
Madhvas think that in the stage of emancipation there are many 
diverse kinds of experiences, and consequently that there are 
degrees or grades of enjoyment associated with such experience in 
accordance with the capacity of the saint; but all the scriptural 
texts indicate that at the time of salvation one has the experience 
of the nature of Brahman, and, if this were admitted, there could 
not possibly be degrees or grades in emancipation. 

In the fifth chapter Parakala Yati, continuing the discussion, says 
that there is no difference in the enjoyment attained at emancipation 
on the ground that the methods of approaching God may be 
different with different persons; for, however different the methods 
maybe, the results attained are the same, viz., the realization of the 
nature of Brahman. There may be some beings who are capable of 
greater bhakti or devotion and some who are capable of less, but 
that does not make any difference in the attainment of the final 

1 pdratantryam pare punisiprdpya nirgata-bandhanafi 

svatantryam atulam prapya tenaiva saha modate 
iti muktdh svadehdtyaye karma-nasac ca svatantrases atvena sarlratayd bhoktur 
brahmana eva icchdm anusrtya svanufangika-tulya-bhoga-phalaka-tad-bhaktyaivo- 
pakarana~bhutdh yathd patnt-vydpdrddayah patyur evam muktdndni sastra-siddhah 
parasparavyapdra api brahmana eva sarvaiarlrakatayd sarlritiy eva sarlra-bhoga - 
nyaydt. Vijaytndra-parajaya , p, 43. 
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ti, and, rnukti being the same for all, its enjoyment must also be 
the same. The analogy of the different kinds of sacrifices leading to 
different results does not apply to this case; for these sacrifices are 
performed by external means and therefore their results may be 
different; but emancipation is attained by spiritual means, viz., 
bhakti. The argument that the bliss of the emancipated, being the 
bliss of an individual self, cannot be of the same nature is not valid 
either; for in the emancipated state the individuals enjoy the bliss 
of the realization of Brahman, which is homogeneous and ubiquitous. 
It is wrong too to argue that the bliss of the emancipated, being like 
the bliss that we experience in our worldly lives, must be capable 
of degrees of enjoyment. The argument that, since we have a 
sufficient description or definition of Brahman in regarding it as 
superlatively blissful, individuals cannot in the same sense be 
regarded as superlatively blissful, is invalid; for, since the Brahman 
is limitless ( ananta ), it will be wrong to limit it by such a defini¬ 
tion as the above, since it is inapplicable to Him. The question of 
its conflict with the individuals who are superlatively blissful in the 
state of emancipation does not arise. It is also wrong to say that 
the bliss of Brahman, being possessed by Brahman, cannot be 
enjoyed by anybody else, since enjoyment {bhoga) really means 
favourable experience; the wife may thus enjoy the good qualities 
of her husband, the teacher of his pupil, the parents of their son. 
The emancipated person realizes the identity of Brahman in him¬ 
self, and this realization of the nature of Brahman in himself is 
bliss in the superlative degree. It does not imply any decrease of 
qualities of Brahman, but it means that in realizing the qualities in 
oneself one may find supreme bliss 1 . 

1 yady atra tadlyatvena tacchesatvarp tarhi rdjapurusa-bhogy e rdjni vyabhi- 
car ah, bhogo hi svanukiilatva-prakdraka-sak?atkarah tadvisayatv am eva bhogy- 
atvarn, tac ca ddsam prati svamini my am praty deary e putram prati rndtarai pitari 
ca sarvanubhava-siddham. Vijayindra -pardjaya, p. 124. 


CHAPTER XXVI 


MADHVA’S INTERPRETATION OF THE 
BRAHMA - S UTJRA S 

Madhva not only wrote a Bhasya on the Brahma-sutras , but also 
described the main points of his views regarding the purport of the 
Brahma-sutras in a work called the Anuvyakhydna . Jaya-tlrtha 
wrote a commentary on the Bhasya of Madhva, known as Tattva - 
prakdsikd, Vyasa Yati wrote another commentary on the Tattva- 
prakdsikd, the Tdtpary a-candrikd , in which he draws attention to 
and refutes the views of the Vedanta writers of other schools of 
interpretation and particularly of the Sankara school 1 , Ragha- 
vendra Yati wrote a commentary on the Tdtparya-candrika, the 
Candrikd-prakdia . Ke£ava Bhat^araka, a pupil of Vidyadhl^a, wrote 
another commentary on it, the Candrikd-vdkydrtha-vivrti> but it 
extends only to the first book. Raghavendra Yati wrote another 
commentary on the Tattva-prakdtika , the Bhdva-dtpika , in which 
he answered the criticisms of his opponents and explained the 
topics in a simpler manner. In the present section I shall try to 
trace the interpretation of the Brahma-sutras by Madhva in the 
light of these commentaries, noting its difference from the in¬ 
terpretation of Sankara and his commentators. 'There are, of course, 
several other commentaries on the Brahma-sutra-hhdsya and its 
first commentaries, as also on the Anuvyakhydna. Thus Trivi- 
krama Panditacarya wrote a commentary, the Tattva-pradipika , on 
Madhva’s Bhasya. Nrsimha wrote a Bhava-prakdsa and Vijaylndra 
Yati a Nyayddhva-dipikd thereon. Again, on the Tattva-prakdsikd 
of Jaya-tutha there are at least five other commentaries, e.g,, Bhdva- 
candrikdy TaUva-prakdsikd-bhdva-bodha , Tattva-prakdnk a-gata- 
nydya-vivarana , Nydya-mauktikd-mdld and Frameya-muktdvali 
by Narasimha, Raghuttama Yati, Vijaylndra Yati and Srinivasa. 
On the Tdtparya-candrika there are at least two other commentaries, 
by Timmanacarya and Vijaylndra Yati, called Candrikd-nyaya- 
vivarana and Candrikadarpana-nydya-vivarana. On the Anu- 
vydkhydna there is the Nydya-sudha of J aya-tlrtha and Sudha 

1 See Helmuth von Glasenapp’s Madhva's Philosophie des Vishnu-Glaubetis , 
Bonn and Leipzig, 1923, pp. 51-64. 
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of Vijayindra Yati; and on the Nyaya-sudha there is a number of 
commentaries such as that by Narayana, Nydya-sudhii-tippa.nl by 
Yadupati, Vakyartha-candrika by Vidyadhiraja, and the com¬ 
mentary by Srinivasa-tlrtha 1 . 


Interpretation of Brahma-sutra i. i. x. 

In commenting on the first sutra of Badarayana’s Brahma-sUtra 
(athato brahma-jijndsa, ‘‘ now therefore Brahma-enquiry ”), Sankara 
holds that the word “now” ( atha in Sanskrit) does not refer to any 
indispensable necessity for previous ritualistic performances of 
Vedic observances in accordance with Vedic injunctions as in¬ 
terpreted by the Mlmamsa canons, but that it refers only to the 
previous possession of moral qualifications, such as self-control, 
etc., after which one becomes fit for the study of Vedanta. The word 
“therefore” refers to the reason, consisting in the fact that the 
knowledge of Brahman alone brings about the superior painless 
state of all-blessedness, and justifies the enquiry of Brahman. As 
Brahman is the self, and as the self stands immediately revealed in 
all our perceptions. Brahman is also always directly known to us. 
But, as there are divergences of opinion regarding the nature of 
self, there is scope for Brahma-enquiry. So, though by the general 
knowledge of self, Brahman is known, the enquiry is necessary for 
the special knowledge of Brahman or the nature of self. 

Madhva explains the reason (atah) for Brahma-enquiry as 
being the grace of the Lord Visnu-—as greater favours from the 
Lord Visnu can be acquired only by proper knowledge of Him, 
Brahma-enquiry, as a source of Brahma-knowledge, is indispensable 
for securing His favours. Brahma-enquiry is due to the grace of the 
great Lord; for He alone is the mover of all our mental states 2 . 
There are, according to Madhva, three stages of fitness for the 
study of Vedanta. A studious person devoted to the Lord Visnu 
is in the third, a person endowed with the sixfold moral qualifica¬ 
tions of self-control, etc., is in the second, and the person who is 
solely attached to the Lord and, considering the whole world to be 

1 See Helmuth von Glasenapp’s Madhva's Philosophic des Vishnu-Glaubens, 
Bonn and Leipzig, 1923* PP- 

a atha-sabdasyatah-iabdo hetv-arthe sarnudiritah. 

parasya brahmano Viptoh prasadad iti vd bhavet. 
sa hi sarva - mano-vrtti-prerakah samuddhrtah. 

Brahma-siitra-bhdsya, 1. 1. 1. 
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i the first stage of fitness 1 . 
Again, the performance of the Vedic observances can entitle us only 
to the inferior grace of the Lord, listening to the scriptural texts 
to a little higher degree of grace; but the highest grace of the Lord, 
leading to tnukti, can be secured only through knowledge 21 '. Right 
knowledge can be secured only through listening to scriptural texts 
(sravana), reflection ( manana ), meditation ( nididhyasana ) and de¬ 
votion ( bhakti ); no one acquires right knowledge without these. The 
word “Brahman”, Madhva holds, means the great Lord Visnu. 
One of the most important points which Madhva wishes to empha¬ 
size against Sahkara in regard to the first sQtrd, as he brings out 
clearly in his Nydya-vivarana, consists in his belief that even the root 
meaning of Brahman means “the great” or “endowed with all 
qualities of perfection”, and hence it cannot be identified with the 
imperfect individual souls, since we know from the Upanisads that 
the world sprang forth from it 3 . Our object in getting ourselves 
employed in Brahma-enquiry is the attainment of knowledge of 
Visnu as the all-perfect One, from whom we imperfect beings are in 
a sense so different; Lord Visnu will be pleased by this our know¬ 
ledge. of Him, and He will release us from our bondage. In the 
Anuvyakhydna Madhva tries to emphasize the fact that our bondage 
is real, and that the release is also real, as effected by the grace of 
the Lord Vispu. Madhva argues that, if sorrow, pain, etc.—all that 
constitutes bondage—were false and unreal, there would be some 
proof ( pramdna ) by which this is established. If such a proof exists, 
the system naturally becomes dualistic. The form-less and difference¬ 
less Brahman (according to Sankara’s view) cannot itself participate 
in any demonstration of proof. Also the falsehood of the world- 
appearance cannot be defined as that which is contradicted by 
knowledge ( jnana-bddhyatva ); for, if the concept of Brahman is pure 
and differenceless intelligence, it cannot involve within it the notion 
that it is different from the world-appearance ( anyathatva) or that 
it negates it, which is necessary if the Brahma-knowledge is said to 

1 Ibid. 

2 karmandtrddhamah proktah 
prasadafi sravanddibhir 
madhyamo jitana-sampa tty a 
prasadas tuttamo matah. Ibid. 

3 Brahma-iabdena purna-gunatvoktenanubhava-siddhalpaguno jlvabhedah . 

Nyaya-vivarana of Madhva, i. i. i. 
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shtradict the world-appearance. When the Brahman is considered 
to stand always self-revealed, what is the ajnana of Sankara going 
to hide? If it is said that it hides the false differences of an ob¬ 
jective world, then a further difficulty arises—that the false 
differences owe their existence to ajnana , but, in order that ajnana 
might hide them, they must be proved to have a separate existence 
independent of ajnana , so that it may hide them. Here is then a 
clear case of a vicious circle; the very name ajnana shows that it can 
yield no knowledge of itself and it is therefore false; but even then 
such a false entity cannot have any existence, as the want of know¬ 
ledge and ajnana are so related that we have either a vicious infinite 
( anavasthd ) or a vicious circle (anyonydbaya) ; for in any specific case 
ignorance of any entity is due to its ajnana , and that ajnana is due 
to a particular ignorance, and so on. Sankara’s interpretation thus 
being fake, it is clear that our sorrow and bondage are real, and the 
Vedas do not hold that the Brahman and the individual souls are 
identical—for such an explanation would openly contradict our 
experience 1 . 

The Tatparya-candrika , a recondite commentary by Vyasa 
Yati on the Tattva-prakdsikd of Jaya-tlrtha, not only explains the 
purport of the Bhdsya of Madhva, but always refers to and tries to 
refute the views of opponents on most of the disputed points 2 . It 
raises a few important philosophical problems, in which it criticizes 
the views of the followers of Sankara—Vacaspati, Prakasatman and 
others—which could hardly be overlooked. Thus it refers to the 
point raised by Vacaspati in his Bhdmatl , a commentary on the 
Bhdsya of Sankara, viz,, that there is no validity in the objection that 
there is no necessity of any Brahma-enquiry on the ground that the 
individual, soul, which is identical with Brahman, is directly and 
immediately experienced by us, and that even the extinction of 
nescience ( avidya ) cannot be considered as the desired end, since, 
though the self is always experienced as self revealed, such an 
experience does not remove the avidya; and that, since the notion 
of the ego is implied even in studying and understanding Vedantic 

1 satyatvdt tena duhkhadeh pratvaksena vitodhatah 

na brahmatvarfi vaded vedo jivasya hi katharncana . 

Anuvyakhyana> i. i. i. 

a prati-sQtram prakasyeta ghafanaghafane may a 

$vlyanya-pak$ayoh samyag vidanikurvantu sUrayah . 

Op. cit. verse. 10. 
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, the Vedantic passages which seem to describe Brahman as the 
pure identity of subject-objectless intelligence, being and blessed¬ 
ness, have to be otherwise explained to suit our ordinary experience. 
For it is certain that the self-revealed Vedanta passages denote the 
Brahman of the above description, and, since these cannot have any 
other meaning, our so-called experience, which may easily be 
subject to error, has to be disbelieved. The result arrived at ac¬ 
cording to the Bhdmati then is that the unmistakable? purport of 
the Vedanta texts is the differenceless reality, the Brahman, and 
that, since this pure Brahman is not directly revealed in experience 
(tuddho rta hhdti), an enquiry regarding the nature of pure Brahman 
is justified 1 . 

The objection which Vyasa-tlrtha raises against the above view 
of Vacaspati is that, if in our ordinary experience the “pure” does 
not reveal itself, what could this mean? Does it mean that that 
which does not reveal itself is a difference from the body, the 
negation of our character as doer and enjoyer, or non-difference 
between Brahman and dtman , or the negation of mere duality ? But 
is this non-revealing entity different from the self? If so, then it is 
contraiy to the general monistic Vedantic conclusion; and, if it is 
urged that the existence of a negative entity will not involve a sacri¬ 
fice of the monistic principle, it can be pointed out that such a view 
of negation has already been refuted in the work called Nyayamrta . 
If such a non-revealing entity is false, then it cannot for the scrip¬ 
tures be the subject of instruction. If, again, it is held that it is the 
self (dtman) that does not reveal itself in experience, then this can 
be held only in the sense that dtman has two parts, that one part is 
revealed while the other is not, and that there is some imaginary or 
supposed difference ( kalpita-bheda ) between the two, such that, 
though the self is revealed ( grhtta ), its non-revealing (abhdsamdna) 
part (atnsa) does not seem to have been revealed and experienced 
(agrhita iva bhati ). But, if even this is the case, it is acknowledged 
that there is no real difference between any two supposed parts of 
the self; the non-appearing part must be endowed with an unreal 
and illusory difference (kalpita-bheda), and no Vedanta can under¬ 
take the task of instructing in the nature of such an illusory and 
non-appearing self. The non-appearing part may be either real or 
unreal; if it is unreal, as it must be on such a supposition, it cannot 

1 Ibid. pp. 15-17. 
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-bean object of the Vedanta to instruct about its nature. For, if the 
illusory non-appearing remains even when the self is known, this 
illusion can never break; for all illusory images break with the true 
knowledge of the locus or the support (adhisthana) of such illusions 
(e.g. with the knowledge of the conch-shell the illusory image of 
silver vanishes) 1 . Moreover, the atman is self-revealed, and so it 
cannot be said that it does not appear in experience as self-revealed 
(svaprakdsatvena bhavayogat). If it is argued that, though self- 
revealed, yet it may be covered by avidya, the answer to such an 
objection is that, if the avidya could cover the revelation of the self, 
the avidya itself and its products such as pain, sorrow, etc., could 
not be revealed by it; for it is acknowledged that the revelation of 
these is effected by the self-revealing self 2 . It is also evident that 
intelligence (at) or the being self-revealed ( sphurati ) cannot also 
remain not-revealed ( asphurati ). Nor can it be held that, though 
pure intelligence is itself in its purity self-revealed (sva-prakasa), 
yet, since it is opposed to ajnana only through the mental states 
(vrtti) and not by itself, and since ordinarily there is no vrtti for 
itself, it can lie covered by the ajiidna and, being thus hidden in 
spite of its self-revealing character, can become a fit subject of 
enquiry. Such a supposition is not true; for, if the pure intelligence 
is not opposed to nescience (ajnana), the sorrow, etc. which are 
directly known by pure intelligence should have remained covered 
by ajnana. The view is that pleasure, pain, etc. cannot be considered 
to have a reality even while they are not perceived. A mental state 
or vrtti of the form of an object is only possible when the object 
is already existent; for according to Vedanta epistemology the 
antahkarana or mind must rush out through the senses and get 
itself transformed into the form of the object, and for this the 
object must exist previously; but feelings such as pleasure, pain, 
etc., have no existence except when they are felt; and, if it is said 
that a vrtti is necessary to apprehend it, then it must be admitted 
to have a previous objective existence, which is impossible 3 . It 
must be admitted, therefore, that feelings are directly known by 

1 adhi§Thana-jndnasyaiva bhrama-virodhitaya tas?nik satyapi bheda-hkramasya 
tan-nvmittakdgrhmropasya vd abhyupagame nmmrtakantafmyabhavat tad- 
cwivrtti-prasafigdt . yad uktarn abhdsamd.no 9 rpia dtmdtiriktas cet satyo mithyd vd 
iti tatra mithyd-bhilta Hi brumah. Candrikd-vdkydrtha-vivrtu p. 18. 

2 sva-prakakisydpi avidya-vasdd abhdne avidyader • duhkhades ca prakdso na 
sydt, tasya caitanyaprakdsddhinaprakdsac copagam/it. Tdtparya - candrikd, p. 19. 

3 sukhader jnataikasattvdbhdvapdtdt. Op . cit, p. 20. 
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pure intelligence, without the intervention of a vrtti or mind-state, 
and that would be impossible if the cit had no opposition of 
ajndna ; for then the cit by itself would always have remained 
hidden, and there could not have been any apprehension of pain, 
etc. 1 Another point also arises in this connection in our considera¬ 
tion of the theory of perception of ordinary objects according to the 
Sankara school of Vedanta. For it is held there that even in the 
mind-states corresponding to the perception of objects (such as 
“this jug”) there is the revelation of pure intelligence as qualified 
by the mind-state-form of a jug; but if this is so, if our perception 
of jug means only the shining of pure intelligence (cit) with the 
mind-state-form of a jug added to it, then it cannot be denied that 
this complex percept necessarily in volves the self-revelation of pure 
intelligence 2 . 

Further, it cannot be suggested that there is an appearance of 
an element of non-self ( andtman) and that this justifies our enquiry; 
for, if this non-self shines forth as an extraneous and additional 
entity along with the self-revealing intelligence, then, since that 
does not interfere with the revelation of this pure intelligence, there 
is no occasion for such an enquiry. It is evident that this non-self 
cannot appear as identical ( tdddtmya ) with the self; for, when the 
pure intelligence shines as such, there is no room for the appearance 
of any element of non-self in this manner (adhisthdne tattvatah 
sphuratl andtmdropdyogdc ca). An analogy has been put forth by 
Vacaspati in his Bhdmati, where he wishes to suggest that, just as 
the various primary musical tones, though intuitively apprehended 
in. our ordinary untutored musical perception, can only be properly 
manifested by a close study of musical science ( i gandharva-idstra ), 
so the true Brahma-knowledge can dawn only after the mind 
is prepared by realizing the purport of the Vedanta texts and 
their discussions, and so, though in the first instance in our 
ordinary experience there is the manifestation of the self-revealing 
city yet the Brahma-enquiry is needed for the fuller realization of 
the nature of Brahman. But this analogy does not apply; for in the 
case, of our knowledge of music it is possible to have a general 
apprehension which becomes gradually more and more differenti- 

1 sva-rupa~cito } jliana-virodhitve tad-vedye duhkhadav ajndna-prasangat. 

Candrika , p. zo. 

2 tvan~mate ayatn ghafa ityady-aparok?a~vrtterapi ghat&dyavacchinna~cid~ 
vi$ayatvdc ca . Ibid. 



Madhva’s Interpretation of the Brahma-mtras 


iL 


and specially manifested with the close study of the musical 
science; but in the case of our knowledge of Brahman, the self- 
revealing intelligence, the self, this is not possible; for it is absolutely 
homogeneous, simple and differenceless—it is not possible to have 
a general and a special knowledge. It is the flash of simple self¬ 
revelation, absolutely without content, and so there cannot be any 
greater or lesser knowledge. For the veiy same reason there is no 
truth in the assertion contained in the Bhamati, that, though by a 
right understanding of the great Vedantic text “that art thou” one 
may understand one’s identity with Brahman, yet owing to the 
objections of disputants there may be doubt about Brahman which 
might justify a Brahma-enquiry. For, when the simple contentless 
pure intelligence is once known, how can there be any room for 
doubt? So, since the pure monistic interpretations of certain 
Upanisad texts are directly contradicted by ordinary experience, 
some other kinds of suitable interpretations have to be made which 
will be in consonance with our direct experience. 

The general result of all these subtle discussions is that the 
Sankara point of view (that we are all identical with Brahma, the 
self-revealing cit) is not correct; for, had it been so, this self- 
revealing must be always immediately and directly known to us, 
and hence there would have been no occasion for the Brahma- 
enquiry; for, if the Brahman or the self is always directly known to 
us, there is no need for enquiry about it. As against the Sankara 
point of view, the Madhva point of view is that the individual souls 
are never identical with Brahman; the various ordinary concepts of 
life are also real, the world is also real, and therefore no right 
knowledge can destroy these notions. If we were identical with 
Brahman, there would be no necessity for any Brahma-enquiry; 
it is only because we are not identical with Brahman that His 
nature is a fit subject of enquiry, because it is only by such know¬ 
ledge that we can qualify ourselves for receiving His favour and 
grace, and through these attain emancipation. If the self is 
identical with Brahman, then, such a self being always self-revealed, 
there is no need of enquiry for determining the meaning of the 
Brahma part (Brahma-kanda) of the Vedas, as there is for de¬ 
termining the meaning of the karma part (karma-kanda) of the 
Vedas; for the meaning of the Brahma-kanda does not depend on 
anything else for its right comprehension (dharmamd brahma- 
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kanddrthasydtrnanah parapmkdsyatvdbhdvdt) 1 2 . Though such a 
Brahman is always self-revealed in our experience, yet, since by the 
realization of such a Brahman we are not in any way nearer to 
liberation (moksa), no benefit can be gained by this Brahma- 
enquiry, So the explanations of this sutra, as given by Sankara, are 
quite out of place. By Brahman is meant here the fullness of quali¬ 
ties (guna~pUrtti) > which is therefore different from jiva , which is 
felt as imperfect and deficient in qualities (apiirna ) a . 

Madhva also disapproves of the view of Sankara that Brahma- 
enquiry must be preceded by the distinction of eternal and non- 
eternal substances, disinclination from enjoyments of this life or of 
the other life, the sixfold means of salvation, such as self-control, 
etc,, and desire for liberation. For, if we follow the Bhdmati , and 
the eternal (nitya) and not-eternal (anitya) be understood as truth 
and falsehood, and their distinction, the right comprehension of 
Brahman, as the truth, and everything else as false (brahmaiva 
satyam anyad anrtam ill vivekah), then it may very well be objected 
that this requirement is almost the ultimate thing that can be at¬ 
tained—and, if this is already realized, what is the use of Brahma- 
enquiry? Or, if the self is understood as nitya and the non-self as 
anitya , then again, if this distinction is once realized, the non-self 
vanishes for good and there is no need to employ ourselves in 
discussions on the nature of Self. The explanation of the Panca - 
padika-vivarana is that the word nitydnitya-viveka means the 
comprehension that the result of jBmAma-knowledge is inde¬ 
structible, whereas the result of karma , etc. is destructible (dhvamsa- 
pratiyogi). But this is not justifiable either; for the appearance of 
silver in the conch-shell being always non-existent ( atyantdbhdva ), 
the word “destructible” is hardly applicable to it. If it is said that 
in reality the conch-shell-silver is non-existent ( pdramdrthikatvd - 
karma atyanidbhdvah) , but in its manifested form it may be said 
to be destroyed (svarUpena tu dhvamsah), this is not possible either; 
for no definite meaning can be attached to the word “in reality” 
( pdramcirthika ), which is explained as being “ non-contradiction ” 
( abadhyatva ); “non-contradiction” means “in reality”; and thus 
we have an argument in a circle (anyonydsraya). Brahma, being 

1 Tatparya-candrika, p. 36. 

2 jijndsya~brcihma-$al>dena guna»piirty-abhidhayind 
apurnatvendnubhuttij jivdd bkinnam pratiyate. Ibid. p. 46. 
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ormless ( nirdkara ), might itself be considered as non-existent 
(atyantabhava-pratiyogitvasya. nirakare brahmany api sambhavat) 1 . 

Again, if, as the Vivarana has it, even sense-objects (vhaya) 
serve only to manifest pleasure, which is but the essence of self 
(atma-svariipa), then there is no reason why the enjoyment of sense- 
objects should be considered different from the enjoyment of 
liberation. Again, the desire for liberation is also considered as a 
necessary requirement. But whose is this desire for liberation 
(; mumuksutva )? It cannot belong to the entity denoted by ego 
(, aham-artha ); for this entity does not remain in liberation (aham- 
arthasya muktav ananvaydt). It cannot be of the pure intelligence 
(cit); for that cannot have any desire. Thus the interpretations of the 
word "now” (atha), the first word of the sutra, were objected to 
by the thinkers of the Madhva school. Their own interpretation, 
in accordance with the Bhdsya of Madhva as further elaborated by 
Jaya-tirtha, Vyasa-tlrtha, Raghavendra Yati and others, is that the 
word atha has, on the one hand, an auspicious influence, and is also 
a name of Narayana 2 . The other meaning of the word atha is that 
the enquiry is possible only after the desired fitness ( adhikaranan - 
taryarthahy. But this fitness for Brahma-enquiry is somewhat 
different from that demanded by the Sankara school, the views of 
which I have already criticized from the Madhva point of view. 
Madhva and his followers dispense with the qualifications of 
nitydnitya-vastu-viveka, and they also hold that desire for liberation 
must be illogical, if one follows the interpretation of Sankara, which 
identifies jiva and Brahman. The mere desire for liberation is not 
enough either; for the sutras themselves deny the right of Brahma- 
enquiry to the Siidras 4 . So, though any one filled with the desire 
for liberation may engage himself in Brahma-enquiry, this oughtpro- 
perly to be done only by those who have studied the Upanisads with 
devotion, and who also possess the proper moral qualities of self- 
control, etc. and are disinclined to ordinary mundane enjoyments 5 . 

1 Tdtparya-candrika, p. 69. 

2 evam ca atha-iabdo mar'igalartha iti bhapyasya atha-sabdo vighnotsdrana-sa- 
dharanakaram. dtmakdnamntheya-visnu-smmandtha{abdoccdrm?anipa-mangala- 
prayojanakah prasastarUpdnanustheya-rupa-vifnv-abhulhdyakas ca iti artha- 
dvayam drastavyam. Ibid. p. 77. . The same view is also expressed in the 
Tattva-pradlpa, a commentary on Madhva’s Bhcifya by Trivikrama Panditacarya. 

8 Anubha?ya. 4 Brahma-siitra, 1. 3. 34-8. 

6 mukti-yogyatva-bhakti-pUrvakadhyayana - sama-darnddi- vairagya-sampatti- 
riipadhikararpanena, etc. TaUva-prakdiika-bhava-dlpikd, p. 12. 
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-rd “therefore” (afa#) in the sutra means “through the 
grace or kindness of the Lord Visnu”; for without His grace the 
bondage of the world, which is real, cannot be broken or liberation 
attained. Jaya-tlrtha in his Nyaya-sudka on the Aniwyakhydna of 
Madhva here anticipates an objection, viz., since liberation can be 
attained in the natural course through right knowledge, as explained 
by Sankara and his followers on the one hand and the Nydya-sBtra 
on the other, what is the usefulness of the intervention of I^vara 
for producing liberation? AH sorrow is due to the darkness of 
ignorance, and, once there is the light of knowledge, this darkness 
is removed, and it cannot therefore wait for the grace of any 
supposed Lord 1 . The simplest answer to such an objection, as 
given in the Nydya-sudhd , is that, the bondage being real, mere 
knowledge is not sufficient to remove it The value of knowledge 
consists in this, that its acquirement pleases the Lord and He? 
being pleased, favours us by His grace so as to remove the 
bondage 2 . 

The word “Brahman” (which according to Sankara is derived 
from the root brhaii “to exceed” ( atisayana ), and means eternity? 
purity and intelligence) means according to the Madhva school the 
person in whom there is the fullness of qualities {brhanto hy asmin 
gundh ). The argument that acceptance of the difference of Brahman 
and the souls would make Brahman limited is not sound; for the 
objects of the world are not considered to be identical with 
Brahman nor yet as limiting the infinitude of Brahman; and the 
same sort of answer can serve in accepting the infinitu de of Brahman 
aswell as in accepting His difference from the souls 3 . The infinitude 
of Brahman should not therefore be considered only in the negative 

1 tatha ca jnana-svabhdva-labhydyam muktau him livcira-prascidena; na hi 
andhak(ira-nibandhana~duhkha-nivrttaye pradipam upadadancih kasyacit prabhoh 
prasadatn apeksante. Nydya-sudha , p. 18. 

2 The Tattva-prakasika says that the letter a means Vi§tyu, and atah there¬ 
fore means through the grace of Visnu: akara-vacyad vi$nos taUprasadat, p. 4. 
The Bhdmafi , however, following Sankara, explains the word atah as meaning 
“since the Vedas themselves say that the fruits of sacrifices are short-lived, 
whereas the fruits of Brahma-knowledge are indestructible and eternal”. So that 
through the Vedas we have disinclination from mundane and heavenly joys 
(1 ihamutra-phala-bhoga-vimgah ), and these through Brahma-enquiry. But the 
Candrika points out that such a connection with vairdgya> as signified by atah , 
is remote and, moreover, the connection with vairagya was already expressed 
by the word atha. 

3 Tdtparya-tlkd } pp. 89-93. 
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way, as not being limited by difference, but as being fullness in 
time, space and qualities; for otherwise even the Buddhist momen¬ 
tary knowledge would have to be considered as equal to Brahman, 
since it is limited neither by time nor by space 1 . 

Coming to the formation of the compound Brahma-enquiry 
(« brakma-jijnasa ), the Candrikd points out that neither Sankara nor 
his followers are justified in explaining Brahman as being in the 
objective case with reference to the verb implied in “enquiry” 
(jijnasd ); for Brahma—being pure and absolute intelligence, open 
only to direct intuition—cannot be the fit object of any enquiry 
which involves discussions and arguments 2 . But, of course, in the 
Madhva view there cannot be any objection to Brahma being taken 
as the object of enquity. According to both the Nyaya-sudha and 
the Tatparya-candrika the word “enquiry” (jijnasd) in Brahma- 
enquiry ’ ( brahma-jijnasd ) means directly ( rtidhi ) argumentative 
reasoning (manana) and not desire to know, as the followers of 
Sankara would suggest 8 . The object of Brahma-enquiry involving 
reasoned discussions is the determination of the nature of Brahman, 
whether He possesses the full perception of all qualities, or has only 
some qualities, or whether He has no qualities at all 4 . 

Not only did the followers of Madhva try to refute almost all the 
points of the interpretation of this sutra by Sankara and his fol¬ 
lowers, but Madhva in his Anuvyakhyana , as interpreted in the 
Nyaya-sudha and Nyaya-sudhd-parimala , raised many other im¬ 
portant points for consideration, which seem to strike the position 
of Sankara at its very root. A detailed enumeration of these dis¬ 
cussions cannot be given within the scope of a single chapter 
like the present; and I can refer to some only of the important 
points. Thus the very possibility of illusion, as described by 
Sankara, is challenged by Jaya-tirtha, following the Anuvydkhydna. 

1 bauddhdbhimata-ksamka-vijnandder apt vastutah kal&dy abhdvena apart- 
cchinnatva-prasangdc ca; tasmad desatah kdlatas caiva gunatas capi purnata 
brahmatdy na tu bhedasya rahityam brahmate$yate. Tdtparya-fikd, p. 94. 

2 para-pakje vicar a~jany a-jhdna-karinano brahmano vicara-karmatvayogclt, 
aparokfa-vftti-vydpyasya phala-vydpyatva~niyam.dc ca. Ibid . p. 95. 

3 The Bhdmatl , however, holds that the primary meaning of the word 
jijndsa is “ desire to know ”; but, since desire to know can only be with reference to 
an object which is not definitely known (jndtum icchd hi sandigdha-visaye nirnaydya 
bhavati ), it means by implication reasoned discussion ( vicdra ), which is necessary 
for coming to any decided conclusion. 

4 tasmdd vedantadina’pdta-pratlle brahmani saguna-nirgundlpagtinatvadind 
vipratipatter jijhdsyatvam. Tatparya-candrikd , p. 109. 
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He says that the individual is by nature free in himself in all his 
works and enjoyments, and is dependent only on God. That such 
an individual should feel at any time that he was being determined 
by some other agent is certainly due to ignorance ( avidyd) l . 
Ignorance, so far as it may be said to be existent as such in the 
self, has real being (avidyadikam ca svarupendtma-sambanclhitvena 
sad eva). So the intellect ( buddhi ), the senses, the body and external 
sense-objects ( visaya) are really existent in themselves under the 
control of God; but, when through ignorance they are conceived 
as parts of my self, there is error and illusion ( avidyadi-vasad 
atmlyatayd adhyasyante ). The error does not consist in their not 
having any existence; on the contrary, they are truly existent enti¬ 
ties, and sorrow is one of their characteristics. The error consists 
in the fact that what belongs distinctly to them is considered as 
belonging to an individual self. When through ignorance such a 
false identification takes place, the individual thinks himself to be 
under their influence and seems to suffer the changes which actually 
belong to them; and, being thus subject to passions and antipathy, 
suffers rebirth and cannot get himself absolutely released except 
by the worship of God. Those who believe in the mdyd doctrine, 
like Sankara and his followers, however, hold that the sorrow does 
not exist in itself and is false in its very nature ( duhkhadikam 
svarupeiidpi mithyd). Sankara says that we falsely identify the self 
with the non-self in various ways; that may be true, but how does 
that fact prove that non-self is false? It may have real existence and 
yet there may be its false identification with the self through 
ignorance. If the very fact that, this non-self is being falsely identified 
with the self renders it false, then the false identification, on the 
other side, of the self with the non-self ought to prove that the self 
also is false 2 . As the selves, which are bound, are real, so the sense- 
objects, etc., which bind them, are also real; their false identifica¬ 
tion through ignorance is the chain of bondage, and this also is 

1 tasya parayattatvavabhaso'vidyd-nimittaho bhrcimah. Nyaya-sudha> p. 26. 

2 atrahipramdtr-pramana-prameya-kartr~kanna~karya-bhoktr-bhoga-lak$ana~ 
vyavahdra - trayasya iarirendriyadisu ahatfi -mamddhydsa-purahsaratva-pradar- 
Janetta vyavahara-kdrya-lingakam anumdnam vyavahdrdnyatkdnupapatlir va 
adhydse pramdnam uktam. na carte nan tahkarana - sarlrendriya- vtsaydndm tad - 
dharmandtfi duhkhddlndm ca mithyatvarn sidhyati svarUpa-satam api tadatmya- 
tatsambandhitvdhhydm dropenaiva vyavaharopapatter . na ca dropitatvamdtrena 
mithyatvarn,; dtmano’pi antahkaranadi$u dropitatvena mithydtva-prasangdt. 
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real, and can be removed only through knowledge by the grace 
of God. 

The idea suggested by the Sankara school, that the notion of an 
individual as free agent or as one enjoying his experiences is in¬ 
herent in the ego -(aham-kara), and is simply associated with the 
self, is also incorrect; for the notion of ego ( aham~kara) really 
belongs to the self and it is present as such even during deep sleep 
(susupti), when nothing else shines forth excepting the self, and we 
know that the experience of this state is “I sleep happily”. This 
notion “I,” or the ego, therefore belongs to the self 1 . 

If everything is false, then the very scriptures by which Sankara 
would seek to prove it would be false, The answer to such an 
objection, as given by Sankarites, is that even that which is false 
may serve to show its own falsehood and the truth of something 
else, just as in the case of acquired perception, e.g. in the case of 
surabhi-candana, “fragrant sandal,” the sense of sight may reveal 
the smell as well as the colour. But the counter-reply to this answer 
naturally raises the question whether the false scriptures or other 
proofs are really existent or not; if they are, then unqualified 
monism foils; for their existence would necessarily mean dualism* 
If, on the other hand, they do not exist at all, then they cannot prove 
anything. The answer of Sankara, that even the false can prove the 
true, just as a line (a unit) by the side of zeros might signify various 
numbers, is incorrect; for the line is like the alphabet signs in a word 
and like them can recall the number for which it is conventionally 
accepted ( sanketita ), and is therefore not false (rekhdpi varnepaddm - 
Iva arthe sanketite tarn smarayatiti no kirncid atra mithyd asti ) a . 

Nor can it be maintained that the bondage of sorrow, etc. is not 
real; for it is felt to be so through the direct testimony of the 
experience of the spirit (, sdksin )?. Its unreality or falsehood cannot 
be proved by the opponent; for with him truth is differenceless 
(nirviiesa): but any attempt to prove anything involves duality 
between that which is to be proved and that whereby it is to be 

1 ahmri-pratyayasya dtma-visayatvdt. Nydya-siidha, p. 27. It also dis¬ 
tinguishes two words of the same form, ahant, though one is an avyaya word 
and the other the nominative singular of the word asrnad. It is the former that is 
used to denote an evolutionary product of prakrti, whereas the latter denotes 
the self. 

a Several other examples of this type furnished by Sankara and his followers 
are here given and refuted in the same manner. 

8 duhkhddi~bandha-$atyatayam sdksi-pratyakfam eva upanyastam. Ibid, p. 30. 
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proved, and that a differenceless entity may be the proof cannot be 
established by the differenceless entity itself; for this would involve 
a vicious circle. If the world were false, then all proofs whereby 
this could be established would also by the same statement be false; 
and how then could the statement itself be proved? 

As has just been said, the opponents, since they also enter into 
discussions, must admit the validity of the means of proof ( pramdna 
or vyavahrti); for without these there cannot be any discussion 
{katha)) and, if the proofs are admitted as valid, then what: is proved 
by them as valid ( prameya or vyavaharika) is also valid 1 . In this 
connection Jaya-tlrtha raises the points contained in the preliminary 
part of the Khandana-khanda-khadya of Snharsa, where he says 
that it is, of course, true that no discussions are preceded by an 
open non-acceptance of the reality of logical proofs, but neither is 
it necessary to accept the validity of any proof before beginning any 
discussion. Those who begin any discussion do so without any 
previous forethought on the subject; they simply do not pay any 
attention to the ultimate existence or non-existence of all proofs, 
but simply begin a discussion as if such a question did not need 
any enquiry at the time 2 . In a discussion what is necessary is the 
temporary agreement ( samaya-bandha) or the acceptance for the 
purpose of the discussion of certain canons of argument and proofs; 
for that alone is sufficient for it. It is not necessary in these cases 
that one should go into the very nature of the validity or invalidity, 
existence or non-existence of the proofs themselves 3 . So even 
without accepting the ultimate existence and validity of the 
pramdnas it is possible to carry on a discussion, simply through a 
temporary mutual acceptance of them as if they did exist and were 
valid. So it is wrong to say that those who do not believe in their 
existence cannot legitimately enter into a proper discussion. After 
referring to the above method of safeguarding the interests of the 
upholders of the may a doctrine, Jaya-tlrtha says that, whatever may 
be mutual agreement in a discussion, it remains an undeniable fact 

1 vyavaharikarn vyavahara-visayo duhkhadi. Ibid. p. 31* 

3 na brumo v ay am na santi pramatuidim iti svikrtya kathdrabhyeti kim tidtna 
santi na santi pramdnadlni ityasydrfi cintdyarn udaslnaih yathd svikrtya tdtii 
bhavatci vyavahriyante tathd vyavaharibhir eva katha pravartyatdm . Ibid, p. 32. 

3 tac ca vyavahara-niyama-bandhad evci..,sa ca pramdnena tarkena ca 
vyavahartavyarn ityddi-rUpah; na ca pramdtiadlndm sattapi ittham eva tubhyam 
angikartum ucita , tddria-vyavahdra-niyama-mdtrenaiva kathd-pravrtteh. Ibid. 
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Wat, if the proofs do not exist, nothing at all can be proved by such 
non-existing entities. Either the pramanas exist or they do not; 
there is no middle course. If they are not admitted to be existent, 
they cannot prove anything. You cannot say that you will be 
indifferent with regard to the existence or non-existence of 
pramanas and still carry on a discussion merely as a passive 
debater; for our very form of thought is such that they have either 
to be admitted as existent or not. You cannot continue to suspend 
your judgment regarding their existence or non-existence and still 
deal with them in carrying a discussion 1 . You may not have 
thought of it before starting the discussion; but, when you are 
carrying on a discussion, the position is such that it is easy to raise 
the point, and then you are bound to admit it or to give up the 
discussion. Dealing with the pramanas by mutual agreement 
necessarily means a previous admission of their existence 2 . 

The Sankarites generally speak of three kinds of being, real 
(paramdrthika ), apparent (vyavaharika) and illusory (pratibhdsika). 
This apparent being of world-appearance (jagat-prapanca) is neither 
existent nor non-existent (sad-asad-vilaksana). The scriptures call 
this false, because it is not existent; and yet, since it is not absolutely 
non-existent, the proofs, etc. which are held within its conception 
can demonstrate its own falsehood and the absolute character of the 
real 3 . Such a supposition would indeed seem to have some force, 
if it could be proved that the world-appearance is neither existent 
nor non-existent; which cannot be done, since non-existence is 
nothing but the simple negation of existence (tasya sattvdbhavdvya 
tirekat). So that which is different from existent must be non¬ 
existent, and that which is different from non-existent must be 
existent; there is no middle way. Even the scriptures do not 
maintain that the world-appearance has a character which is 
different from what is existent and what is non-existent (sad-asad- 
vilaksana). 

With regard to the question what may be the meaning of the 

1 saltvasattve vih&ya pramdna-svarttpasya buddh.au dropayitum asakyatvena 
uddslnasya tat-svikdrdnupapatteh. Nyaya-sudha , p. 34. 

2 pramanair vyavahartavyam iti ca niyama-bandhanam pramd-karana- 
bhdvasya niyamantarbhavan niyata~pfirva-sattva-rupam karanatvam pramd- 
ndndm andddya na paryavasyati. Ibid . p. 34. 

3 tatra vyavaharikasya prapancasya sad-asad»vilaksana$ya $ad~vilak$anatvdd 
upapannam snityddind mithydtva-samarthanam asad-vilaksanatvdt tad-antar¬ 
get tasya pramdnddefi sadhakatvam ca iti. Ibid. p. 35. 
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“different from existents” (sad-vilaksana), after suggesting 
numerous meanings and their refutations, Jaya-tirtha suggests an 
alternative interpretation, that the phrase might mean “ difference 
(vailaksanya) from existence in general (aattd-sdmdnya)”. But surely 
this cannot be accepted by the opponent; for the acceptance of one 
general existence would imply the acceptance of different existents, 
from which the abstraction can be made 1 . This cannot be accepted 
by a Sankarite, and, as for himself, he does not accept any general 
existence apart from the individual existents ( dravyady-atirikta - 
sattva-samanyasyaiva ananglkdrdt). The Sankarites say that the 
indefinable nature of this World-appearance is apparent from the 
fact that it is ultimately destructible by right knowledge and that 
this world-appearance is destructible by right knowledge and that 
this world-appearance is destructible is admitted even by the 
Madhvas. To this objection Jaya-tirtha replies that, when the 
Madhvas say that the world is destroyed by the Lord, it is in the 
same sense in which a jug is reduced to dust by the stroke of a heavy 
club 2 . But even such a destruction, in our view, is not possible 
with regard to prakrti ; and this destruction is entirely different 
from what a Sarikarite would understand by the cessation ( badha) 
through knowledge ( jnana ). For that, as Praka^atman writes in his 
Vivarana, means that the nescience ( ajnana) ceases with all its 
effects through knowledge ( ajndnasya sva-karyena vartamanena 
pravilinena va saha jndnena nivrttir badhah). Cessation (badha), 
according to the Madhvas, proceeds through right knowledge 
(samyag-jndna) regarding something about which there was a 
different knowledge (anyathd-jnana). The existence of any such 
category as “ different-from-existent and non-existent” (sad- 
asad-vilaksana) cannot be defined as corresponding to that which 
ceases through right knowledge; only that which you falsely know 
about anything can cease through right knowledge: the example of 
conch-shell-silver does not prove anything; for we do not admit 
that there is anything like conch-shell-silver which existed and was 
destroyed through right knowledge, since in fact it never existed at 
all. Not only in the case of conch-shell-silver, but in the case of the 

1 sattd-samanyangikare ca sadrbhedo durvara eva; na hy eka&rayam samanvam 
asti. Ibid. p. 38. 

3 mudgara-praharadinS ghatasyeva isvarasya jnaneccha-prayatna-vyaparair 
vindsa eva. Ibid. p. 39. 
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dkdsa , etc., too, the assertion that it is sad-asad-vilaksana is utterly 
wrong; for, being eternal, it can never cease. 

Error or illusion consists in knowing a thing differently from 
what it is ( anyathd-vijndnam eva bhrantih), Now conch-shell-silver 
is a simple case of anyatha-vijndna or anyathd-khydti , and there is 
nothing here of $ad~asad~vilaksanatva or jndna-nivartyatva (possi¬ 
bility of being removed by knowledge); for it does not exist. It may 
be objected that, if it did not exist, one could not have the notion 
(pratiti ) of it: no one can have any notion of that which does not 
exist; but the conch-shell-silver is to all appearance directly per¬ 
ceived. The answer to this is that even the opponent does not admit 
that there is any such concomitance that what does not exist cannot 
yield any notion of it ; for when the opponent speaks of anything as 
being asad~vilaksana , i.e. differeiit-from-the-non-existent, he must 
have a notion of what is non-existent; for, if any one is to know 
anything (e.g., a jug) as being different from some other thing (e.g., 
a piece of cloth), then, previously to this, in order to know this 
difference he must have known what that thing (a jug) is 1 . This 
again raises the epistemological problem, whether it is possible to 
have knowledge of the non-existent. Thus it may be asked whether 
the sentence “There are horns on the head of the man” conveys 
any meaning; and, if it does, whether it is of any existing or of a 
non-existing entity. It cannot be the first; for then we should have 
actually seen the horns; there must be notion of the non-existent 
entity of the horn, and so it has to be admitted that we can know 
non-existent entities. It cannot be said that this is not non¬ 
existent, but only that it is indefinable (anirvacaniya) ; for, if even 
entities like the hare’s horn or man’s horn should not be regarded 
as non-existent, then from what is it intended to distinguish conch- 
shell-silver? for asad-vilaksana must be admitted to have some 
meaning; asat cannot mean “indefinable”; for in that case conch- 
shell-silver, which is described as being different from asat , would 
be definable 2 3 . Not only can the non-existent be the object of know¬ 
ledge, but it can also be the subject or the object of a verb. Thus, 
when it is said “ the jug is being produced, ghatojdyate,” this refers 


1 yo yadmlaksanam pratyeti sa tat-pratltimdn yathd ghata-vilaksanah pata iti 

pratUiman devadatto ghata-pramiman ityanumdnat . Nyaya-sudha, p, 57 * 

3 nirupakhydd iti cet tarhi tad-vaiiak^anyarh niima sopdkhvdnatvam eva. 
Ibid . p. 58. 
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le non-existent jug, as being the subject of the verb “to be 
produced, jay ate” \ for it will be shown later that Sankara’s theory 
of the previous or simultaneous existence of effects, even before the 
causal operation (sat~kdrya~vdda) y is false. Therefore, since the non¬ 
existent may be known, the objection that conch-shell-silver cannot 
be non-existent, because it is known, is invalid. 

But a further objection is raised, that, while it is not denied that 
the non-existent may be known, it is denied that the non-existent 
cannot appear as directly perceived and as existent ( aparoksatayd 
sattvena ca ); as if one should find horns on the head of a man, as he 
finds them on the head of a cow. But in the case of the conch-shell- 
silver what is perceived is directly perceived as existent; so the 
conch-shell-silver must be non-existent. In answer to this the 
following may be urged: those who do not regard conch-shell- 
silver as non-existent, but as indefinable ( anirvacamya ), have to 
accept the appearance of identity of “this” and the silver ( idam - 
rajatayoh). Illusion, according to these Sankarites, is the appearance 
of something in that which is not so ( atasmims tad iti pratyaya iti). 
This is not, of course, anyathd-khydti (a different appearance from 
the real); for the basis of the illusion ( adhisthdna , as the conch-shell 
of the illusory silver) is not here false in itself, but only false in its 
appearance as silvery or associated with a false appearance 
(satnmfa-rupa) ; but the illusory appearance ( adhyasta) is false both 
in itself (svarupa) and also as associated with the object before the 
observer; this is admitted by the holders of the may a doctrine. The 
holders of the anyathd-khydti view of illusion think that both the 
conch-shell and the silver are real, only the appearances of identity 
of conch-shell with silver and of silver with conch-shell are false 1 . 
This appearance of the false or the non-existent is both immediate 
(aparoksa ), as is well known to experience, and endowed with real 
existence; for otherwise no one could be moved by it (sattvend- 
pratitdu pravrttyanupapattes ca). Until the illusion is broken this 
association of the non-existent silver with the “ this ” does not differ 
in the least from the perception of real silver before the observer. 
The opponents would say that this is not a false and non-existent 
association (anyathdtvamyady asat sydt ), as the Madhvas hold; but 
it is difficult to understand what they can mean by such an objec- 


1 anyathd-khydti-vddibhir adhi§fhandropyayor ubhayor api sarnsrpta-rupenaiva 
asattvam svarilpena tu sattvam ity angikrtam. Ibid, p, 58. 
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Mi; for Such an association of silver with the conch-shell cannot be 
real (sat), since, if it was so, why should it appear only in the case of 
illusions (bhrdnti), where the first perception is contradicted, as in 
“this is not silver”? Again, those who think that in the case of 
illusion the silver is indefinable (anirvacanlya) may be asked what 
is the nature of that which appears as indefinable. Does it appear 
as non-existent or as illusory? It cannot be so; for then no one 
would trouble about it and try to pick it up, knowing it to be non¬ 
existent or illusory. So it has to be admitted that it appears as 
existent. This agrees with our experience of the illusion (“this 
silver”). The mere notion of silver is not enough to draw us 
towards it, apart from our notion of it as existing. But this has no 
real existence, since then it cannot be indefinable; if this is non¬ 
existent, then it has to be admitted that the non-existent appears in 
immediate perceptual experience and as endowed with existence. 

The opponents however may point out that this is not a right 
analysis of the situation as they understand it. For in their view the 
true “this” in the conch-shell and its association with silver is as 
indefinable as the indefinable silver itself, and so the silver in the 
appearance of silver is indefinable, and so their mutual connection 
also is indefinable. It is the reality in the conch-shell that becomes 
indefinably associated with the silver. The answer to this is that 
such a view is open to the serious defect of what is known as the 
vicious infinite ( anavasthd ). For, when it is said that the mutual 
association (samsarga) of “thisness” and “silverness” and the 
association of the reality of the conch-shell with the silver are both 
indefinable, it may be asked what exactly is meant by calling them 
indefinable. It is not of the nature of ordinary phenomenal ex¬ 
perience (vyavaharika) ; for the illusory silver is not of any ordinary 
use. If it is illusory ( prdtibhdsika ), does it appear to be so or does 
it appear as if it was of the nature of ordinary phenomenal ex¬ 
perience? If it did appear as illusory, no one would be deluded by 
it, when he knows it to be illusory, and he would not trouble to 
stoop down to pick it up. If it did appear as if it was of the nature 
of ordinary phenomenal experience, then it could not be really so; 
for then it could not be illusory. If it was not so and still appeared 
to be so, then the old point, that the non-existent can appear to 
immediate perception as existent, has to be admitted. If this 
appearance of silver as being of the nature of an object of ordinary 
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nomenal experience is itself considered as being indefinable, 
then the same sorts of questions may again be asked about it, and 
the series will be infinite; this would be a true case of a vicious 
infinite, and not like the harmless infinite of the seed and the shoot; 
for here, unless the previous series is satisfactorily taken as giving 
a definite solution, the succeeding series cannot be solved, and that 
again depends in a similar way on another, and that on another and 
so on, and so no solution is possible at any stage 1 . Therefore the old 
view that even the unreal and the non-existent may appear as the 
real and the existent has to be accepted; and the world-appearance 
should not be considered as indefinable (anirvacamya). 


Interpretation of Brahma-sutra i. i. 2. 

The literal translation of the second sfitra, janmady asya yatah, 
is “from which production, etc., of this”. The purport of Sankara’s 
commentary on this sutra may briefly be stated as follows: ‘‘ Produc¬ 
tion, etc.” means production, existence and destruction. Produc¬ 
tion, existence and destruction of this world-appearance, which is 
so great, so orderly and so diversified, is from that ultimate cause, 
God (Uvara); and neither the paramdnus nor the inanimate prakrti 
can be its cause. This rule is not intended to stand as an inference 
in favour of the existence of God, but is merely the description of 
the purport of the Upanisad texts on the nature of Brahman 2 ; for 
the ultimate grasp of the nature of Brahman, which is beyond the 
range of our sense-organs, can only come through the right com¬ 
prehension of the meaning of Upanisad texts. 

Jaya-tlrtha, in commenting on the Bhdsya of Madhva and the 
Anuvyakhyana , follows Madhva in explaining this sutra as a 
definition ( laksana ) of Brahman, intended to differentiate Him from 
beings of His class, viz., the souls (jtm), and inanimate objects, 
which belong to a different class. The idea is that that from which 
the production, etc., of the world takes place is Brahman, and there 
are important iruti texts which say that the world was produced 
from Brahman 3 . It has already been pointed out that by “pro- 

1 Nydya-sudhd , p. 59, 

2 janmddisiUram ndnumdnopanydsdrtham kirn tarhi vedanta-vakya-pradar - 
ianartham. 

3 Jaya-tlrtha refers to another interpretation of the sutra as janma ddyasya 
hirayyagarbhasya yatas tad brahma. The Tatparya-candrika discusses the points 
of view raised in the Nydya-sudka and elsewhere with regard to the meaning of 
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Madhva's Interpretation of the Brahma-sutras 

ced, etc.” in the sutra Sankara understood production (srsfi), 
existence ( sthiti ) and destruction (laya or bhanga), and he there 
reconciled the six stages of existent things ( bhava-vika ) referred to 
by Yaska in the Nirukta , such as being produced, to continue to 
exist, to grow, to change, to decay and to be destroyed, as being 
included within the three stages referred to by him; for growth and 
change are included within production ( janma ), and decay is in¬ 
cluded within destruction. Madhva, however, includes eight 
different categories in the term “production, etc."; these with him 
are production (. srsfi ), existence (sthiti), destruction (samhara), 
control (niyama), knowledge ( jndna ), ignorance (ajndna), bondage 
(bandha) and release ( moksa ) x . The existence of all these qualities 
implies the fullness of qualities signified by the name Brahman. 
That single being in whom all the above-mentioned eightfold 
qualities exist is called Brahman. 

Generally two kinds of definitions are distinguished from each 
other, viz., essential (svarupa-laksana) and accidental (tatastha- 
laksana). Prakasatman, the writer of the Panca-padika-vivarana , 
speaks of this definition of Brahman as being of the latter type, since 
it is only in association with mdyd that Brahman can be said to be 
the cause of the production, etc., of the world-appearance. In itself 

Brahman as referred to by the word yatafy. Brha } a constituent of the word 
brahman , has several technical meanings ( riidhi ), such as jdti (class-notion), jiva, 
Kamaldsana or Brahma. But the word is not used here in its technical sense, but 
in the etymological sense, which signifies the entity in which there is a fullness 
of qualities; for it is only in this sense that the Upanisad texts alluded to in 
connection with this sutra and the previous one become significant. Again, on 
the basis of other texts, which speak of Him (from which everything is produced) 
as lying in the ocean, Brahman here means Vi?nu (as in the Samakhya-iruti t 
dyavaprthivl pararn mama yonir apsu antah samudre) y because it is only in Him 
that there is the fullness of all qualities. This characteristic would not apply to 
any of the other technical ( riidhi ) senses, such as jdti or jiva ; and so it is that, 
though the riidhi sense is stronger than the etymological sense ( yaugika), yet the 
latter has preference here: brahma-iabdasya jive riidhatve'pi badhaka-sadbhdvat 
tad brahma iti truly-uktam brahma vi$nur eva ( Tattva-prdkdiika ). It may also be 
added that, according to the Tattva-prakasikd, Tatparya-candrika and other 
Madhva works, it is held that, though ordinarily brahma has the technical sense 
of jlva t yet with scholars the word always has the technical meaning of Vi?nu. 
Thus a distinction is drawn betw een the ordinary technical sense ( riidhi) and the 
technical sense with scholars ( vidvad-rudhi ), and preference is given to the latter: 
vidu$atfi brahma-sabdena vi$mi-vyakti-praiitel} ( Tatparya-candrika , p. 120). 

1 Anubhdfya of Madhva or Brahma-sutra , 1. x. z. Madhva quotes for his 
authority a passage from the Skanda-purana :• 

utpatti-sthiti-samhdra-niyatir jhanam avftih 
bandha-mokfam ca purufdd yasmdt sa harir ekaraj 
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itra of the nature of pure bliss ( ananda ), which is also identical in 
its nature with pure knowledge 1 . Madhva and his followers, how¬ 
ever, consider the characteristics mentioned in the siitra as essential 
and do not think that the essences of ananda and fiva are in any 
sense anything else but qualities, in which case they would not be 
essences identical with Brahman, as would be required by what may 
be called a svarupa-laksana ; for ananda is as much a characteristic as 
any other characteristic is, and, if ananda could be regarded as a 
defining essence, then the characteristic of being the cause of the 
world might also be regarded as a defining essence 2 . If His being 
the cause involves qualities unessential to Himself, then in His 
purity He could neither be ananda , whether as a class notion, as 
a desirable feeling ( anukula-vedana ), as being the dearest one 
(parama-premaspada), or as being opposed to sorrow; for, if these 
be the nature of ananda, it must by its very nature be associated 
with inessential traits ( sapadhikatvat ) So knowledge also must 
express something and must therefore by its very nature be con¬ 
nected with something outside of itself (artha-prakasatmakatvena 
sopddhikarn eva) ; for knowledge is inseparably connected with the 
knower and the known ( jnanasya jnatr-jneya-sdpeksatvat). It has 
been urged in the Panca-padika-vivarana that the knowledge which 
forms the essential defining characteristic of Brahman is all- 
illuminating revelation which is not in any way conditioned by its 
being dependent on, or its being inseparably connected with, 
objects*. But the fact that it can reveal everything implies posses¬ 
sion of power, and this power is necessarily connected with the 
object with reference to which it is effective. Moreover, if any 
power can be considered as being an essential defining charac¬ 
teristic, then the power of producing the world and of affecting it 
in other ways (as referred to in the sutra) might also be considered 
as an essential defining characteristic 4 . The objection, that the 
essence (svarGpa) of anything cannot be expressed by a reference to 
anything other than itself, is not valid; for a thing wholly unrelated 

1 Panca-padika-vivarana, pp. 222-3. 

2 anandam laksanam iti tet tarhi jagat-karanani laksavam astu. 



3 anena sarvajna-sabdena sarvdvabhd$a-k$amam vijnapti-mdtram adityadi- 
prakakivad avisayopddhikam vijndnam eva brahrnasvaritpa-laksanam. 



4 samarthyasya sakti-rUpatvad , vis ay a - nirupya tvac ca , jagaj-jananadi- 
sdmarthyasyaiva svariipa-laksanatvopapaties ca. Tdtparya-candrikd, p. 141. 
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> and devoid of all reference to, any other thing cannot be known 
(svarupasya sva-vedyatvat). It is further held by the opponents that 
an accidental defining characteristic like that of the Brahman being 
the cause of the world ( tatastha-laksana )—as, for example, indi¬ 
cating a house by a temporary association, as that of a crow sitting 
on the roof of it—is not an inherent and intrinsic characteristic 
C ananvayi ), whereas an essential characteristic like ananda is an 
inherent and intrinsic constituent ( karyanvayi) of the thing. But 
such an objection cannot rule out the causality, etc., of Brahman as 
being inessential; for we want to know Brahman in its essence as the 
cause or kdrana of the world, as much as by any other characteristic. 
The essential feature of Brahman is its fullness of qualities, as the 
ultimate cause of production, etc., and these are in no sense less 
essential than His nature as ananda. Like the power of burning in 
fire, these powers of world-creation, etc., are coextensive with the 
essence of Brahman. It is indeed surprising, says Vyasa-tirtha, that 
the Sahkarites should enter into any long discussion with regard to 
the distinction of essential and accidental definitions; for all defini¬ 
tions mean the making known of object by its distinctive charac¬ 
teristics such as are well known 1 . But, as the Sahkarites believe in 
absolutely unqualified Brahman, how do they undertake to define 
it? All definitions must proceed through the means of known 
qualities 2 . Whether a definition (laksana) be svarUpa or tatastha, 
it must proceed by way of enumerating distinctive characteristic 
qualities; and, as the Brahman of the opponents has no qualities, it 
cannot be defined at all. 

Ramanuja in his interpretation of this siitra asserted that the 
characteristic qualities and powers of Brahman referred to in the 
sutra belong to Brahman as He is immanent; but the Upanisads also 
define Him in His essential characteristic features, as transcendent, 
by speaking of Him as being truth, knowledge, the infinite ( satyam 
jndnam anantam brahma)-, and this distinguishes Him from the 
souls and inanimate objects, which also are held within Him. But 
Vyasa-tirtha points out that Madhva has by implication denied this 
in his Anuvyakhyana, where he distinctly asserted the causality of 

1 prasiddhasya asadharana-dharmasya lakfanatvena ; also asadharana-dharmo 
hi lakfanam parikirtyate. Tdtpary a-candrikd, pp. 140, 143. 

2 svarupam vd tafastham vd lak$anam bhedakam mataffi 
sajdtlyaci vijatiydt tac-cadvaiti-rnate katham . Ibid. p. 143, 
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rahman as its own intrinsic constitutive definition 1 * . Vyasa-firtha 
says that in defence of the Ramanuja point of view it may be urged 
that, as a special form of a jug would differentiate it from all other 
things, yet its possession of smell constitutes its nature as earth, 
so, though causality, etc., differentiate Brahman from others, yet it 
is His nature as truth, knowledge and infinite that really dif¬ 
ferentiates Him from souls and inanimate objects. But Vyasa-tirtha 
contends that this is wrong, since the special form of a jug dif¬ 
ferentiates it from cloth, etc., and not from earth; an earthen jug 
is itself earth; but the special form which distinguishes an earthen 
jug from other objects (such as cloth, etc.) also by that very fact 
shows that it belongs to a class different from them. Here also the 
causality which differentiates Brahman from souls, etc., also shows 
that He is different in nature from them. So the fact that Brahman 
is the ultimate cause of production, etc., constitutes its essential 
defining characteristic. He, Brahman, not only possesses these 
qualities, but in reality His qualities are infinite, and their possession 
forms His defining characteristic (ananta~guna~$attvam eva 
brahmano laksanam)K 

The two principal Vedanta texts by which the Sankarites seek 
to establish their theory of absolute monism ( advaita) are “that art 
thou” (tat tvam an) and “Brahma is truth, knowledge, infinite” 
(satyam jndnam anantam brahma). Now Madhva urges that, since 
these may also be otherwise interpreted directly ( mukhydrtha ) on 
the basis of difference, it is not proper to explain them on the basis 
of non-difference with an indirect and distant meaning ( lak§ana ) 3 , 
The Nydya-mdhd points out that with the monistic interpretation 
the difficulty arises, how to identify the qualityless (nirguna) with 
the qualified (saguna), as in the case of the souls; the qualityless is 
indeterminable by itself (nirguna syaiva nirUpayitum asakyatvat ) 4 . 
If this nirguna brahma were entirely different from the saguna 
Brahma or Hvara acknowledged by the Sankarites, then there would 
be a duality; if the relation is held to be indefinable (anirvacaniya), 

1 asyodbhavadi-hetutvam sdksad eva sva-laksanam. Op. cit, 

3 Nyaya-sudhd , p. loy. 

3 bhedenaiva tu mukkydrtha-sambhave laksanam kutah. Anuvydkhydna , p. 5, 
nanu abhedam upaddya sutra-lak$anam vci dhayanlya-bhedam upaddya 

mukhya-vrttir na iti sandihyate; vayatn tu brumah, dvifiya eva pak$ah sreydn. 
Nyaya-sudhd , p. 101. 

4 Ibid. p. 102. 
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sutra apply to it 1 . If, however, it is urged that the unity or 
identity referred to in the above passages is with regard to the 
Brahman as pure self-revealing intelligence and the same element 
as forming the principal reality of fiva, then it becomes difficult to 
understand how the Upanisads can have the presumption of-re¬ 
vealing the self-revealing intelligence 2 . Moreover, it may be 
objected that, if the Brahman is nothing else but pure intelligence, 
then its “unity” with fiva as taught by the Upanisads, being 
different from Brahman, is false; for “ unity ” is not pure intelligence, 
and, if unity is false, then duality becomes true. If the “unity” was 
identical with pure intelligence, then with the self-shining of pure 
intelligence there would be the self-shining of “unity” too, and 
even for expressing the “unity” it would not be necessary to take 
the help of the Upanisads or of anything else. 

Another question of importance arises in connection with the 
attribution of the epithets “truth,” “knowledge,” “infinite” to 
Brahman. Is Brahman, to whom all these qualities are attributed, 
a simple unity in Himself, or is He a complex of many qualities, 
truth, knowledge, infinite, etc., which have different connotations 
and are not synonymous? Pure intelligence ( caiianya ) is one, but 
these epithets are many. How can we conceive the one caitanya to 
coexist in itself with the many attributes which are said to belong 
to it? How is the plurality of these attributes to be implied in the 
unity of the one 3 ? To this the answer that Madhva gives in his 
Anuvyakhyana , which is further explained by Jaya-tlrtha, is that it 
has to be admitted that in the unity of Brahman there is some special 
virtue (at is ay a) which represents difference and serves its purpose; 
there is no other way of solving the difficulty, and this is the only 
solution left ( gaty-antarabhdvfid arthdpattyd ). This special virtue, 
which serves to hold and reconcile plurality without sacrificing its 

1 In such Upani$ad passages as sakst cet kevalo nirguna! ca (tSvet. vi. n) the 
word nirguna, “qualityless,” could be given a modified meaning, in view of the 
fact that the strict direct meaning is not possible even in the context of the 
sentence; for in the very passage itself the brahman is said to be not only nirguna , 
but safyl (direct perceiver) also, arid this is evidently a guna, It is not possible 
to attribute a guna and to call it nirguna at the same time. Nydya-mdhd , p. 102. 

2 svaprakasa-caitanyatmakarn ca sastra-pratipadyaifi ceti vyahatam. 


Ibid. p. 103. 


3 caitanyam ekam satyatvadlny anekdni iti samkhya-'vailaksanyam ityddi- 
bhedakarydni edvagamyante. Ibid . p. 106. 
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unity, is called by the Madhvas viksa ; this Wim exists not only in 
Brahman, but in all other things. Thus, for example, a cloth is not 
different from its whiteness, since both of them form one indis¬ 
soluble whole. So it has to be admitted that there is in cloth such 
a special virtue, a viiesa , by which it remains one with itself and yet 
shows the plurality of qualities with wh ich it is sure to form a whole. 
These viksas are infinite in number in the infinite number of 
objects, though there is no intrinsic difference in the nature of these 
visesas . Each whole or unity may be said to possess as many 
viksas as there are qualities through which it expresses itself, and 
each of these viksas is different from the others according to the 
difference of the quality with which it is associated; but these 
viksas are not considered as requiring other viksas for their con ¬ 
nection with the thing, and so there is no vicious infinite (ana* 
vastha ). So there is not only one viksa in each thing, but there are 
as many visesas as there are different qualities unified with it 1 . 

The result attained by the first two siitras y then, is that Brahman, 
as defined by the second sUtra, is the object of enquiry for those 
who seek release. 

Interpretation of Brahma-sutra i. i. 3-4, 

Sankara gives two interpretations of this sTitra, idstra-yanitvat 
(“ because of its being scripture-cause”), expounding the com¬ 
pound “scripture-cause” in two ways, first, as “the cause of the 
scriptures,” secondly as “that of which the scripture is the cause or 
source of revelation or pramdna” The force of the first meaning is 
that Brahman is omniscient not only as being the cause of the pro¬ 
duction, etc., of the world, but also as being the cause of the 
revelation of the Vedas, since no one but an omniscient being could 
be the source of the Vedas, which are the greatest repository of 
knowledge unfathomable by human intellect. 'The second meaning 
suggests that it is the Vedas only which can prove to us that Brahman 
is the cause of the production, etc., of the world 2 . 

1 tepy ukta~lak$ana~vise$a afasato’pi vastu$u pratyekam anantdh santy ato 
?iokta~do$avakdiah; ananta iti upalak§anam; yatra ydvanto vyavahdras tatra 
tdvanto vi$e$d iti jnatavy am. Ibid. p. 106. 

It may be noted in this connection that the Madhvas were more or less forced 
to this position of accepting the vtie$as y as they could not accept the samavdya 
relation of the Nyaya-vaUwika, which is rejected by the Brahma-sutras. 

a sdstrdd eva pramdnaj jagato janmadi-karanam brahma adhigamyate . 

Bhdsya of Sankara, I. I. 3. 
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The Madhvas accept the second meaning and object to the 
first, on the ground that His being the source of the Vedas does not 
in any way add anything to His omniscience beyond what was 
implied in His being the cause of the production, etc., of the world, 
as described in the first siitra 1 . The commentators on Madhva’s 
Bhasya and Amvuydkhydna^ Jaya-tlrtha, Vyasa-tirtha and others, 
following Madbva’s explicit statements, argue in detail that the 
word “ scripture” (sastra) in the siitra means the Vedas Rk, 
Soman , Yajus and Atharva , and not the Saiva agamas , which hold 
that Siva is the cause of the production, etc., of the world 2 * * * * * 8 . The 
Madhva commentators try to emphasize the fact that inference by 
itself is helpless to prove Brahman to be the cause of the production, 
etc., of the world. 

Sutra I. i. 4. Sankara here supposes a mimamsd objection that 
the Vedas cannot have for their purport the establishing of Brahman, 
since they are always interested in orders and prohibitions with 
reference to some kind of action. He refutes it by saying that a 
proper textual study of the Upanisads shows that their principal 
purport is the establishing of pure Brahman, and that it has no con¬ 
nection whatever with the performance of any action, 

Madhva holds that this sutra (tat tu samanvaydt , “that however 
through proper relationing”) means that it is intended to indicate 
that all the scriptures (. idstrci ) agree in holding Visnu as Brahman 
and the ultimate cause, and not Siva or any other gods, as held by 

1 katham ca ananta-paddrthakasya prapaficasya kartrtvena na sphufam 

tad-eka-desa-veda-karanatvena sphutlbhavisyati sarvajnam. Jaya-tlrtha further 

argues that there is no such concomitance whereby from the authorship of the 

Vedas omniscience can be inferred. Again, if the authorship of the Vedas means 

the literary composition representing facts known by sense experience or 

inference, it must be admitted that the Vedas have been composed like any other 
ordinary book ( pauru$eya ); and, if the authorship means only utterance like that 
by a teacher, that may not mean even a thorough knowledge of the contents of 

the Vedas. Nyaya-sudha, pp. lit, 112, 

8 The other scriptures which the Madhvas admitted as authoritative are the 
Pancardtra, Mahdhhdrata and Rdmdyana and not the Samkhya , Yoga or 
Pasupata, Thus Madhva says in his Bhasya: fig-yajuh-samdtharvas ca bharataip 
panca-rdtrakam , mula-ramayanam caiva idstrdnity ahhidhlyate. Whatever else 
agrees with these has to be accepted as valid, and the other so-called scriptures 
have to be rejected. The Paficardtra and the yedas are in thorough agreement, 
and therefore the word sastra in the sutra refers to the Paficardtra ; so that by 
declaring the validity of the Paficardtra alone the Vedas, which agree with it, 
are also accepted as valid, but everything else which is in disagreement with it is 
rejected. Thus Madhva says in his bhasya on this sutra: veda-paficardtrayor 
aikydbhiprdyena pafica-rdtrasyaiva prdmdnyam uktam. 






Important topics of the Brahma-sutras 


i 


ters. The mimamsa objection and Sankara’s own views are, of 


course, all rejected on grounds similar to those already dealt with 
in the first sUtra 1 . 

A general review of the other important 
topics of the Brahma-sutras, 


On the topic (« adhikarana) contained in sUtras 5-11 Sankara 


suggests the following argument against the supposed Samkhya 
claim that the ultimate causality is attributed in the Upanisads 
to prakrti and not to Brahman: he says that prakrti is foreign to the 
Upanisads; for they speak of perceiving (iksater nasahdam ) 2 , and 
perceiving can only be true of an intelligent agent. Brahman being 
all-revealing eternal intelligence, omniscience and perceiving 
(iksati) can very well be attributed to it. The word “perceiving” 
(ik§ati) of the text cannot be otherwise explained; for its reference 
to an intelligent agent is further emphasized by its being called 
dtman (self), a word whose application to conscious agents is well 
known 3 ; and we are certain that: the word dtman cannot mean 
prakrti ; for the instruction of liberation is given to it 4 . Moreover, 
the whole chapter ends in the same vein, and there is no further 
correction of the sense in which the dtman, etc., have been used, as 
might have been the case, if this dtman had been rejected later on 
as bearing a meaning irrelevant to the teaching of release 5 . More¬ 
over, the cause referred to in the above passages is also spoken of in 
the same textual connection as being the last place of dissolution, 
to which everything returns 6 . Moreover, there is in all Vedanta 
texts 7 a complete agreement in regard to such an interpretation, 
and there are also explicit statements of the Upanisads ( srutatvdc 
ca Brahmaputra, 1. 1. 11), which declare an I&vara to be the ulti¬ 
mate cause of the world 8 . So according to Sankara the purport of 
this topic is that according to these sutras Brahman is the ultimate 
cause and not prakrti . 

1 See Tatparya-candrikd (on 1. x. 4), pp. 201-4. 

a The Upard§ad passage referred to is tad aiksata bahu syam , etc, Chandogya , 
vi. 2. 3. 

3 gaunas cet natma-sabdat , Brahma-sfitra , I. 1. 6; see also anena jivena 
atmand anupravUya ( Chandogya , vi. 3. 2). 

i tan-mpthasya mohopadesat. Ibid. I. 1.7; also text referred to. Chandogya , 
vi. 14. 2. 5 heyalva-vacandc ca> Ibid . 1. 1. 8. 

6 svdpyaydt , ibid . 1. 1. 9; also Chandogya, vi. 8. 1. 

7 gati-sdmdnydt. Ibid. 1. r . 10. 8 Svetas'vatara, vi. 9. 
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Madhva'$ Interpretation of the Brahma-sutras 

Madhva and his followers do not find any reference to a refuta¬ 
tion of the Samkhya doctrine, but a simple assertion of the fact that 
Brahman is not undescribed by the sdstras , because they themselves 
enjoin that He should be perceived 1 . Unless Brahman could be 
described by the sdstras y there would be no meaning in their 
reference to the possibility of discussing it. This refers to the highest 
soul, Brahman, and not only to the lower and qualified soul, because 
it is said that liberation depends on it, and it is also said that the 
final return of all things in the great dissolution takes place in it; 
the nirguna Brahman is also definitely described in the Upanisad 
texts* 

On the sixth topic ( sdtras 12-19) Sankara tries to prove, by a 
comparison of the several passages from the Taittirlya Upanisad 
and the supposed objections from the other Upanisads, that the 
word “blissful/* dnandamaya (in TaiUirtya y II. 5) refers to the 
supreme soul or Brahman; Madhva and his followers contend that 
the word dnandamaya refers to Visnu and to him alone, and not to 
any other deity. All the other sUtras of this adhikarana are ex¬ 
plained as giving contextual references and reasons in support of 
this interpretation 2 . 

1 Brahma-sutra , f. 1. 5. This is quite a different interpretation of the rule 
and surely not less cogent. The objection raised against Sankara’s interpretation 
is that his reference to the Samkhya as being foreign to the Vedas ( asabda) 13 not 
accepted by the adherents of the Sftmkhya, atnd there are certainly passages in 
the Upanisads (e.g. Svet. iv. 51) which have to be taken as distinct references to 
the Samkhya. Moreover, if Brahman could not be grasped and described by any 
of the pramanas , there would be hardly any proof of its existence; it would be 
like the hare’s horn. 

2 The Nyaya-sudha points out that Sankara’s commentary is based on an. 
untenable hypothesis that two kinds of Brahman are r eferred to in the Upanisads, 
Brahman as under the cover of avidya , and as pure Brahman. Of the Upanisad 
passages (those which refer to the former), some are said to be for purposes of 
worship and consequent material advantage (upasandnt abhyudayarthdni ), some 
for attaining gradually the progressive stages towards liberation {krama-mukty- 
arthani ), etc. Jayatirtha says that this theory is wholly wrong, since it is quite 
unwarrantable to hold that Brahman is of two kinds {brahmatio dvairUpycisya 
apramanikatvat); for all the Vedanta texts refer to NSrayana, the repository of all 
qualities, but some describe him as being endowed with omniscience, omni¬ 
potence, all-controlling power, beauty, etc., some with the negative qualities of 
being devoid of sin, sorrow, ordinary elemental bodies (prdkrta-bhdntikara - 
vigraha-rahitatva), and others describe Him as unspeakable and beyond speech 
and thought (to show His deep and mysterious character); others again leave out 
all the qualities and describe Him as the one, and yet others as the soul of all 
(sarvdtmaka ); but these are all but different descriptions of the supreme person 
Visnu ( paramci-puru$a ), and do not in any way refer to two different kinds of 
Brahman. It is only through a misconception (that Brahman has only a unitary 
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seventh topic (siitras 20, 21) Sankara discusses the 
meaning of a passage ( Chandogya , 1. 6. 6, 7, 8), and comes to the 
conclusion that the person referred to as being in the orb of the 
sun and the eye is supreme Brahman. But Madhva refers to a quite 
different passage and quite a different relation of contexts; and he 
holds that the indwelling person referred to in that passage is 
Narayana, the supreme lord 1 . On the eighth topic (siitra 22) 
Sankara discusses Chandogya , 1. 9. r, and concludes that the word 
alias a there does not mean elemental dkdsa, but supreme Brahman. 
Madhva also takes the same passage as being indicated by the siitra 
and comes to the same conclusion; but with him supreme Brahman 
always means Visnu. On the ninth topic (siitra 23) Sankara dis¬ 
cusses Chandogya , I. 11. 4, 5, and concludes that the word prana 
there is used to denote Brahman and not the ordinary prana , which 
is a modification of vayu. Madhva, however, comes to the same 
conclusion with reference to the use of the word prana in another 
passage of the Taittiriya Arany aka 2 . On the tenth topic ( siitras 
24-27) Sankara discusses Chandogya , in, 13. 7, and concludes that 
the word jyotih there means Brahman and not ordinary light. 
Madhva does not discuss this topic in the Anuvydkhydna ; in his 
Bhdsya he comes to the same conclusion, but with reference to a 
quite different text. The 25th sutra, which according to Sankara 
belongs to the tenth topic, is considered by Madhva as forming a 
separate topic, where the word chan das, meaning gdyattri (Chan - 
dogya , in. 12. 1, gdyattri vd idam sarvam bhutarn , li gdyattri is all 
this”), means Visnu and not the metre of that name or the com¬ 
bination of letters forming chat metre. The next and last topic of 
the first chapter of the first hook (siitras 28 -31) is explained by 
Sankara as referring to the Kausitaki passage hi. 1. 2, 3, where the 
word prana is said by him to refer to Brahman, and not to any air 
current. Madhva, however, takes this topic in reference to a 

nature) that these have been so interpreted by Sankara, who had no previous 
teachers who knew the Vedas to guide him (tato vyakida-buddhayo gurte- 
sampraddya-vikald airuta-veda-vyakhyatardh sarvatrdpi veda-rupatdm anusanda - 
dhdnd vedam chindanti). Nyaya-sudha , p, 124. 

1 According to Madhva doubt, occurs in regard to the following passage of 
the Taittiriya , whether the word antah-pravista in it refers to the supreme self or 
to some other being: aniah~pr avis tarn kartaram etam antas candrantast manasa 
carantam sahaiva santam na vijananti devafy. Taittiriya Aranyaka, m. n. 5. 

3 tad vai tvam prana' bhavah; mahdn bhagati; pmjdpateh; hhujah kari$ya- 
mdnah; yaddevdn prdtiayanneveti. Ibid, 
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Madhva's Interpretation of the Brahma-sutras 

number of other passages occurring in the Aitareya , where the 
word prana occurs, and holds that textual comparisons show that 
the word in those passages refers to Visnu and not to ordinary air 
currents, or souls, etc. 

The second chapter of the first book has altogether seven topics 
or subjects of discussion according to both Sankara and Madhva. 
On the first topic Madhva, referring to certain Vedic passages, seeks 
to establish that they refer to Narayana as the culmination of the 
fullness of all qualities 1 . Though He is capable of rousing all the 
powers of all objects even from a distance, yet He in a sportive way 
(lilayd) is present everywhere and presides over the budding 
energies of all objects. It is further pointed out that the succeeding 
passages distinguish the all-pervading Brahman from jtvas, or souls, 
by putting the former in the accusative and the latter in the 
nominative case in such a way that there ought not to be any doubt 
that the references to the qualities of all-pervadingness, etc., are to 
Brahman and not to the jtvas 2 . Sankara, however, refers to an 
altogether different text ( Chandogya , hi. 14. 1) as hinted at by 
the topic and concludes, after a discussion of textual comparisons, 
that the passage alludes to l£vara and not to jtm. On the second 
topic Madhva raises with reference to Brhad-dranyaka , 1. 2. 5, the 
doubt whether the “eats” (atti) refers to the destructive agency 
of Visnu or of Aditi, and decides in favour of the former, and states 
that Visnu is also often called by the name Aditi 3 . Sankara, how- 

1 Aitareya-Aranyaka, m. 2. 3. 2 Ibid. 

3 Some interesting points on this topic are here noted Jaya-tirtha in his 
Nydya-sudha on the Anuvyakhyana. Thus Jaya-tirtha says that an objection may 
be made that God, being the producer and the destroyer of the universe, is 
consequently eternal, but actions ( kriyd ) are non-eternal: and how then can the 
two contradictory qualities reside in God ( nitydnityayoh katham abhedah syat ) ? 
The answer to the objection is that even actions in God are static ( na kevalam 
iivarah stkirah api tu sa tadiya-visesa-dhanno'pi kryd-rupak stkirah) ; and this is 
not impossible, since there is no proof that all actions must be of a vibratory 
( parifpanda ) nature (which may not exist in God). Again, there can be no 
objection to admitting vibrations to be eternally existing in God. As motion or 
action can as a result of continuous existence for many moments produce contacts 
and so forth, so eternally existing motion or action could produce contacts and 
separations at particular moments (yatha aneka-kdla-vartiny api kriyd kadacit 
sarnyogadi arabhate na yavat sattvam , tathd nityapi kaddcit samyogddy drabhatdm 
ko virodhah). All actions exist eternally in God in potential form as sakti, and it is 
only when this is actualized (vyakti) that real transformations of energy and per¬ 
formance of work happen (iakti-rUpena stkirah sa yadd vyajyate , tadd vyavahardl- 
ambanam ); actuality is but a condition or special state of potential power ( vyakti - 
sabdena sakter eva avasthdvise$asya vivak$itatvdt) . In this connection Jaya-tirtha 
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ever, holds that the topic relates to Katha , r„ 2. 24, and concludes 
that the “eater” there alluded to is Isvara and not jiva or agni 1 . 
The third topic relates according to both Madhya and Sankara to 
Katha y 1. 3. 1, and the dual agents alluded to there are according to 
Madhva two forms of Isvara, while according to Sankara they are 
jiva and Isvara. Madhva wishes to lay stress on what he thinks the 
most important point in relation to this topic, viz., that brahma and 
jiva are, upon the cumulative evidence of the IJpanisad texts, 
entirely distinct 2 . On the fourth topic Madhva alludes to a passage 
in Chandogya , iv, 15, where a doubt seems to arise about the 
identity of the person who is there alluded to as being seen in the 
eye, i.e., whether this person is fire (agni) or Visnu, and Madhva 
concludes on textual grounds that it is Vi§nu 3 . Sankara also alludes 
to the same passage here; he comes to a similar conclusion, and 
holds that the person referred to is Isvara. The fifth topic is said, 
according to both Sankara and Madhva, to allude to Brhad- 
dranyaka, m. 7.1. 2, where an inner controller (antar-ydmin) of the 
world is referred to, and it is concluded that this inner controller is 
Visnu (Isvara according to Sankara) or jiva. One of the sutras of 
this topic (sariras-cobhaye'pi hi bhedenainam adhiyate) points out 
clearly that in both recensions of the Brhad-dranyaka , in. 7. 22 (the 
Kanvas and the Madhyandinas), the soul (sdrtra) is distinctly said 
to be different from the inner controller. Sankara could not ignore 
this; but he, of course, thinks that the difference is due to the fact 
that the jiva is limited by the limitation of ajndna y as the unlimited 
dkdsa is by a jug (ghatdkdsavad upadhi-paricchinnatvat). Vyasa- 
tlrtha, in his Tatparya-candrika , makes this an occasion for a severe 
criticism of the adherents of the theory of Advaita Vedanta. 

also indulges in a long argument and discussion to prove that karma or actions 
are directly perceived and not merely inferred (pratyak?dsrita?n karma praty- 
ak$am eva). 

1 The Tatparya-candrika objects to Sankara’s interpretation, pointing out 
that the word caracara in the sutra is not mentioned in the text referred to, and 
the word odana in the text ought to mean destruction {sarriharya). Madhva 
quotes the Skanda and Brahma-vaivarta puranas in support of his view. 

2 Madhva quotes in support of his view Brahma-purana ,, Paingi-smti , 
Bhallaveya-iruti, etc. Sankara, however, seems to be fighting with an opponent 
{dk§eptr) who held that the dual agents alluded to in the passage cannot be either 
buddhi and jiva or Jiva and Isvara. 

3 Jaya-tlrtha, in his Nyaya-sudha on this topic, points out that the quality 
that we possess of being controlled by God and the necessity that He should 
always remain as the controller have also been so ordained by God. 
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-Be says that, if, in spite of such manifest declarations of duality, 
these sUtras are otherwise explained, then even the Buddhists may 
be considered to be making a right interpretation of the sUtras, if 
they explain their purport to be the unreality of everything except 
the sUnya ( u the Void”). The Buddhists make their opposition from 
outside the Vedas, but the holders of the mdyd doctrine do it from 
within the Vedas and are therefore the more dangerous 1 . The sixth 
topic is said to relate to the Mundaka , I. i. 6 (according to both 
Madhva and Sankara), and it is held by both that bhitta-yoni there 
and aksara in Mundaka , I. i. 7, refer to Visnu (Isvara according to 
Sankara) and not to prakrti or jlva. In sutra 26 (rUpopanydsdc ca ) 
of this topic Sankara first tries to refute a previous interpretation 
of it, attributed to Vrttikara, who is supposed to hold here (on the 
ground of the contents of the Mundaka passages (n. 1. 4) immedi¬ 
ately following it) the view that Isvara has for His self the entire 
changing universe ( sarva-vikardtmakarh rUpam upanyasyamdnam 
posy amah). With reference to sutra 21 of this topic, Vyasatirtha 
points out in his Tatparya-candrika that, in opposing the supposi¬ 
tion that, since only inanimate things can be the cause of other 
immediate things, it is only prakrti that can be the cause of this 
immediate world; Vacaspati points out that in the occurrence of 
illusions through illusory superimpositions without real change 
( vivarta ) there is no condition that there should be any similarity 
between the basis of illusion (adhisfhdna) and the illusion imposed 
(dropya) on it. There is nothing to prevent illusions taking place 
through the perceiver’s mental deficiencies, his ignorance or 
passions, without any similarity. The world is an illusory imposition 
on Brahman, the pure and unchangeable: 


vivartas tu prapanco'yam brakmano parindminah 
anadi-sddhanodbhuto na sdrupyam apeksate. 


Vyasa-tirtha, of course, cannot agree to this interpretation of 
Sankara, and tries to argue on the basis of other Upanisad texts, 

1 advaitibhir vydkriyate katham va dvaitadxl^anam sutrayatam savsiddhdtita ~ 
-tydgatn vinaiva tu yadi mithydrthavadini siitranltyeva kartavycufi, sutra-vydkhyd 
tar hi veda-badhya-mithyatva-bodhako bauddhagamo'pi vedasya vydkhyd-rupah 
prasajyate , bauddha'pi brahma-siitram vydkhydyate yathd tathd bhavamiva 
mithyaisoWthah kimtu tattvam siinyameveti klrttayet , asad-wtyadivcanam tasya 
syat tattva-vedakam . svoktam srutibhih sUtre yatnena mdhitam mithydnhatdm 
katham bruydt sUtranarji bhdpyakrt svya?fL saugatd veda-bakyd hi vedapramdnya- 
vddinah, avaidikd iti jhdtva vaidikaih parivarjitdh . vedan praviiya veddnarn 
aprdmdnyant prasadhayan mdyl tu yatnatas tyqjyah. 
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also on the analogy of creation given there as of a spider (and 
not of the rope-snake, as would be the case with vivaria ), that it 
should be admitted that the qualified Visnu is referred to here 1 . 
The seventh topic is said to r elate to Chandogya, v. 11, and the doubt 
arises whether the word Vaiivdnara used there refers to fire or to 
Visnu; Madhva, upon a comparison of contextual passages, decides 
in favour of the latter (Sankara prefers Isvara) 2 . 

The first topic of the third chapter of the first book is said to 
allude to Mundaka, n. n. 5, and it is held by Madhva that the 
“abode of Heaven and earth’* (< dyu-bhv-ddy-dyatana) refers to 
Visnu and not to Rudra. Sankara holds that it signifies Isvara and 
not prakrti, vdyu or jiva‘K The second topic is said to relate to 
certain passages in the Chandogya (such as vii. 23, 24, vii. 15, 1, 
etc.), where prana is described as great, and the conclusions of 
Madhva and Sankara respectively are that prana here means Visnu 
and Isvara. The third topic is said to relate to Brhad-dranyaka, in. 
8, 7, 8, where the word aksara is said to mean Visnu according to 
Madhva and Brahman according to Sankara, not “alphabetic sign/ 1 
which also is ordinarily meant by that word. The fourth topic 
alludes, according to Madhva, to Chandogya , vi. 2. 1, and it is held 
that the word sat, there used, denotes Visnu and not prakrti, as the 
word aiksata (“perceived”) occurs in the same context. With 
Sankara the topic alludes to Praha, v. 2, 5. This is opposed by 
Vyasa-tirtha in his Tdtpary a-candrika on textual grounds 4 . The fifth 
topic is said to allude to Chandogya, vni. 1.1, and the word dkdsa 
there used is said to refer to Visnu 5 . The sixth topic is said to relate 
to the Mundaka, and the light there alluded to is said to be the light 
of brahman and not some other light or soul. The seventh topic is 

1 Jaya-tlrtha discusses on this topic, in accordance with the discussions of the 
Anuvyakhydna, the reality of negative qualifications, and argues that negation, 
as otherness from, has a full substantive force. Thus such qualifications of 
Brahman as adfiya , etc., are real qualities of Him. 

2 With reference to rule 26 of this topic (1. 2. 26) Sankara notes a different 
reading (purusavidhmn apt cainam adhfyate) for that which he accepts (purufam 
api cainam adhfyate). The former, however, is the reading accepted by Madhva. 

3 In the concluding portions of the first rule of this topic Sankara refers to 
the views of some other interpreter as apara aha. It is hard to identify him; 
no due is given by any of the commentators on Sankara. 

4 Tatparya-candrikd , pp. 610-12. In the first rule of this topic Sankara 
quotes the view of some other interpreter, which he tries to refute. 

6 In sutra 19 of this topic a different interpretation of Chandogya , via. 11, 
by some other interpreter is referred to by Sankara. He also refers in this sutm 
to more than one interpretation of the Brahmaputra. 
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allude to Kafka , II. 4. 13, and Madhva holds that the word 
“Lord” (I^vara), there used, signifies not air, but Visnu; Sankara, 
however, thinks that the difficulty is with regard to another word of 
the sentence, viz , y purusa> which according to him means Isvara and 
not jiva. The eighth topic purports to establish that even the gods 
are entitled to higher knowledge. The tenth topic is said to allude 
to Kathay 11. 6. 2, and it is held that th e prana, which is there re¬ 
ferred to as shaking the world, is neither thunder nor wind, but 
God. The eleventh topic, according to Madhva, alludes to Brhad- 
dranyakay IV. 3. 7, and it is held that the word jyotih used there 
refers to Visnu and not to Jiva. Sankara, however, thinks that the 
topic alludes to Chandogycty viil 12. 3, and maintains that the word 
jyotih used there means Brahman and not the disc of the Sun. The 
twelfth topic is said to allude to Chdndogya y viil 14. 1, and dkdscty 
as there used, is said to refer to Visnu according to Madhva and to 
Brahman according to Sankara. The thirteenth topic, according to 
Madhva, alludes to Br had-dr any aka, iv. 3. 15, and it is held that 
asanga (“untouched”) in this passage refers to Visnu and not to 
Jiva. Sankara, however, thinks that the allusion is to Brhad- 
dranyaka, iv. 3.7, and that vijndnamaya (“of the nature of conscious¬ 
ness”) refers to Brahman and not to Jiva. 

The fourth chapter of the first book is divided into seven topics. 
Of these the first topic discusses the possible meaning of avyakta 
in Kafka, 1. 3.11, and Sankara holds that it means “human body'/* 
while Madhva says that it means Visnu and not the prakrti of the 
Samkhya 1 . The second topic, containing three sutras, is supposed 
to allude to ^vetawatara, iv. 5, according to Sankara, who holds that 
it refers to the material principles of fire, water and earth and not to 

1 The word avyakta , ordinarily used to denote prakrti on account of its 
subtleness of nature, can very aptly be used to denote Brahman, who is the 
subtlest of all and who by virtue of that subtlety is the ultimate support ( asraya) 
of prakrti . Sankara’s interpretation of avyakta as the subtle material causes of 
the body is untenable; for, if the direct meaning of avyakta is forsaken, then there 
is nothing to object to in its referring to the prakrti of the Samkhya. The supposed 
Sarnkhya argument—that the assertion contained in the passage under discussion 
(that avyakta is superior (para) to mahat and puru?a is superior to avyakta) can 
be true only if by avyakta prakrti is meant here—is not true; for since all quali¬ 
ties of prakrti are dependen t on God, attributes which could be applied to prakrti 
could also be applied to God its master ( pradhanadigata-paravaratvadi-dhar - 
mdndm bhagavad-adhinatvdt ). Tattva-prakaiika^ p. 67. 

In this topic the sUtra } vadatiti cen naprdjno hi prakarandt (1. 4. 5), as read by 
Sankara, is split up by Madhva into two stitras, vadatiti cen na prajno hi and 
prakarandt , which are counted as 1, 4. 5 and 1. 4. 6 respectively. 
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rti 1 ; according to Madhva it is more an extension of the 
previous topic for the purpose of emphasizing the fact that, like 
many other words (camasa, etc.), avyakta here means Visnu and 
not prakrti. 

With Madhva, however, the second topic begins with siitra i. 
4. 9, and not with 1. 4. 8 as with Sankara. With Madhva the second 
topic is restricted to 1. 4. 9 and I. 4. 10, and it alludes to a passage 
beginning vasante vascinte jyotisd yaja, which is regarded by others 
as alluding to the Jyotistoma sacrifice; Madhva holds that the word 
jyotis here used does not refer to the Jyotistoma sacrifice, but to 
Visnu. The third topic with both Madhva and Sankara consists of 
stttras 12, 13 and 14, and they both allude here to the same passage, 
viz., Brhad-dranyaka, iv. 4. 17; Sankara thinks that it refers to the 
five vdyusy not to the twenty-five categories of the Samkhya, but 
Madhva holds that it refers to Visnu. He has been called “five” 
( panca~jandh)> possibly on account of the existence of five important 
qualities, such as of seeing ( caksusfva ), of life (pranatva), etc. The 
fourth topic according to Sankara conveys the view that, though there 
are many apparently contradictory statements in the Upanisads, 
there is no dispute or contradiction regarding the nature of the 
creator, Madhva, however, holds that the topic purports to establish 
that all the names, such as dkdsa , vdyu } etc., of things from which 
creation is said to have been made, refer to Visnu. Madhva con¬ 
tends that the purport of the Samanvaya-sutra (1. 1. 4) is that all 
words in the Upanisads refer to Visnu and Visnu alone, and it is in 
accordance with such a contention that these words (akaia, etc.), 
which seem to have a different meaning, should prove to refer to 
Visnu and Visnu alone. These proofs are, of course, almost always 
of a textual character. Thus, in support of this contention Madhva 
here quotes Brhad-dranyaka , HI. 7. 12, etc. The fifth topic, con¬ 
sisting of 1. 4. 16 (1. 4. 15 according to Sankara), 23 (1. 4. 24 
according to Sankara) according to Madhva, is to the effect that 
there is no difficulty in the fact that words which in the Upanisads 
are intended to mean Visnu are seen to have in ordinary linguistic 
usage quite different meanings. Sankara, however, counts the 
topic from 1. 4. 15-18 and holds that it alludes to Kausitaki 
Brahma na , iv. 19, and that the being who is there sought to be 
known is not Jlva, but Isvara; this is opposed by Vyasa Yati in his 

1 ajam eham lohita-sukla-kr§nam, etc. Svetasvatara , iv. 5. 
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tparya-camlrika on grounds of sutra context, which according 
to him does not justify a reference to the meanings of passages after 
the concluding remarks made shortly before in this very chapter 1 . 
The sixth topic, consisting with Sankara of i. 4. 19-22, alludes to 
Brhdd-aranyaka, iv. 5. 6 and concludes that dtman there refers to 
Brahman and not to jiva enduring the cycles of samsdra . Madhva, 
however, thinks that the sixth topic (1. 4. 24-28) concludes after 
textual discussions that even those words, such as prakrti y etc., 
which are of the feminine gender, denote Visnu; for, since out 
of Visnu everything is produced, there cannot be any objection to 
words of feminine gender being applied to him. With Sankara, how¬ 
ever, the seventh topic begins with I. 4. 23-27 (Sankara's number¬ 
ing), and in this he tries to prove that Brahman is not only the 
instrumental cause, but also the material cause (upadana-karana) 
of the world. To this the obvious Madhva objections are that, if 
the material cause and the instrumental cause of the universe could 
be identical, that could also have been the case with regard to a 
jug; one could assume that the potter and the mud are identical 
Stray objections are also taken against the Bhdmati , which supposes 
that material cause here means “the basis of illusion” (bhrama- 
dhisfhdna ). Sankara, however, has an eighth topic, consisting of 
only the last sutra of r. 4, which corresponds to the seventh to pic 
of Madhva. Madhva holds that the import of this topic is that such 
words as asat (“non-existent”) or iUnya also denote Visnu, since 
it is by His will that non-existence or even the hare's horn is what 
it is. Sankara, however, holds that the topic means that so far the 
attempts at refutation were directed against the Samkhya doctrine 
only, because this had some resemblance to the Vedanta doctrines, 
in that it agreed that cause and effect were identical and also in that 
it was partly accepted by some lawgivers, for instance Devala and 
others—while the other philosophical doctrines such as the Nyaya, 
Vaisesika, etc., which are very remote from the Vedanta, do not 
require any refutation at all. 

The first chapter of the second book contains thirteen topics. 
The whole chapter is devoted to refuting all objections from the 
point of view of the accepted works of other schools of thinkers. 
Madhva holds that the first topic is intended to refute the objections 


1 Tatparya-candrika, p. 821. 
interpretation of this topic. 


Other objections also are made to Sankara’s 
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ther schools of believers, such as the Pa&upata, etc., who deny 
that Vi§nu is the ultimate cause of the world 1 . But these views have 
no validity, since these teachings are not in consonance with the 
teaching of the Vedas; all such doctrines are devoid of validity. The 
Vedas are not found to lend any support to the traditional canonical 
writings (smrti) known as the Pancaratra or to those of the 
Pasupatas or of the Yoga, except in certain parts only. Sankara, 
however, takes this topic as refuting the opinion that the Vedic 
texts are to be explained in consonance with the Samkhya views on 
the ground that the Samkhya represents some traditional canonical 
writings deserving of our respect; if models of interpretation were 
taken from the Samkhya, that would come into conflict with other 
canonical writings such as Manu, the Gttd> etc., which deserve even 
greater respect than the Samkhya. That the Samkhya is entitled to 
respect is due to the fact that it is said to represent Kapila’s view; 
but there is no proof that this Kapila is the great sage praised in the 
Upanisads; and, if this is not so, the Samkhya’s claim to respect 
vanishes. 

The second topic of Madhva (third of Sankara) is supposed by 
him to import that no one could, on account of the unfruitfulness of 
certain Vedic sacrifices in certain cases, doubt the validity of the 
Vedas, as one could the validity of the Pa^upata texts; for the Vedas 
are eternal and uncreated and, as such, are different from other 
texts. The authority of the Vedas has to be accepted on their own 
account and is independent of reference to any other text 2 . If under 
the circumstances, in spite of the proper performance of any 
sacrifice, the desired results are not seen to follow, that must be 
explained as being due to some defects in the performance 3 . The 

1 According to Madhva the topic consists of the first three sutras , while 
Sankara has one topic for the first two sutras and another for the third siltra 
(etena yogah pratyuktah), and the latter merely asserts that the arguments given 
in the first topic against the Samkhya refute the Yoga also. 

8 Madhva mentions here the following text as being alone self-valid, quoting 
it from the Bhavisyat-purdna in his Bha$ya (n. i. 5). 

Tg-yajus-samdtharvai ca mula-rdmayanam tathd 
bhdratam pafica-rdtram ca veda ity eva iabditah 
purdnani ca ydniha vaisnava nivido , viduh 
svatah-pramanyam ete§am ndtra kimcid vicdryate. 

3 There is not only a discrepancy in the division of topics, and the order of 
sutras, between Madhva and Sankara, but also addition of a new siltra in Madhva’s 
reading of the text of the Brahma-sutras. Thus the second topic with Madhva 
consists of the fourth and the fifth sutras only, and the third topic of the sixth and 
the seventh sutras. But the fifth sUtra is the sixth in the Sankara’s text and the 
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ain points of the third topic of Sankara (sUtras^-12) are as follows: 

It may be objected that the unconscious and impure world could 
not have been produced from the pure Brahman of the pure in¬ 
telligence, and that this difference of the world as impure is also 
accepted in the Vedas; but this is not a valid objection; for the 
Upanisads admit that even inanimate objects like fire, earth, etc., 
are presided over by conscious agents or deities; and such examples 
as the production of hair, nails, etc., from conscious agents and of 
living insects from inanimate cow-dung, etc., show that it is not 
impossible that the unconscious world should be produced from 
Brahman, particularly when that is so stated in the Upanisads. 
There cannot be objection that this would damage the doctrine of 
coexistence or pre-existence of effects ( sat-karya-vada ); for the 
reality of the world, both in the present state and even before its 
production, consists of nothing but its nature as Brahman. In the 
state of dissolution everything returns to Brahman, and at each 
creation it all joins the world cycle, except the emancipated ones, 
as in the awakened state after dreams; and such returns of the world 
into Brahman cannot make the latter impure, just as a magician is 
not affected by his magic creations or just as the earth-forms of jug, 
etc., cannot affect their material, earth, when they are reduced 
thereto. Moreover, such objections would apply also to the ob¬ 
jectors, the Samkhyas. But, since these difficult problems which 
cannot be settled by experience cannot be solved by inference-— 
for, however strongly any inference is based, a clever logician may 
still find fault with it—we have to depend here entirely on Vedic 
texts. 

The third topic of Madhva ( sutras 6, 7) is supposed to raise the 
objection that the Vedas are not trustworthy, because they make 
impossible statements, e.g., that the earth spoke ( mrd abravxt ); the 
objection is refuted by the answer that references to such conscious 
actions are with regard to their presiding deities (abkimani-devata). 
The fourth topic of Madhva {sutras 8-13) is intended to refute other 
supposed impossible assertions of the Vedas, such as that con¬ 
cerning the production from non-existence {asat) ; it is held that, 

sixth of Madhva is the fifth of Sankara. The seventh sulra of Madhva is alto¬ 
gether absent in Sankara’s text. The third topic of Sankara consists of sutras 4-11. 

But the topics of Madhva are as follows: second topic, sutras 4, 5; third topic, 
sutras s, 6, 7; fourth topic, sutras 8-13, the thirteenth being the twelfth of 
Sankara’s text. iSahkara has for his fourth topic this sutra alone. 
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is urged as an answer that there may be some kind of non¬ 
existence from which on the strength of Vedic assertions production 
is possible (though it is well-known that production is impossible 
from all kinds of non-existence, e.g., a hare’s horn), yet in that case 
the state of dissolution ( pralaya) would be a state of absolute non¬ 
existence (sarva sattva), and that is impossible, since all produc¬ 
tions are known to proceed from previous states of existence and all 
destmctions must end in some residue 1 . The answer given to these 
objections is that these questions cannot be decided merely by 
argument, which can be utilized to justify all sorts of conclusions. 
Sankara’s fourth topic consists of only the twelfth sutra, which says 
that the objections of other schools of thought which are not 
generally accepted may similarly be disregarded. 

The fifth topic of Sankara (sUtra n. r. 13) is supposed by him 
to signify that the objection that the enjoyer and the enjoyable 
cannot be identified, and that therefore in a similar way Brahman 
cannot be considered as the material cause of the world, cannot 
hold, since, in spite of identity, there may still be apparent dif¬ 
ferences due to certain supposed limitations, just as, in spite of the 
identity of the sea and the waves, there are points of view from 
which they may be considered different. According to Madhva, 
however, this topic means that those texts which speak of the union 
of jiva with Brahman are to be understood after the analogy of 
ordinary mixing of water with water; here, though the water is 
indistinguishably mixed, in the sense that the two cannot be 
separated, still the two have not become one, since there has been 
an excess in quantity at least. By this it is suggested that, though the 
jiva may be inseparably lost in Brahman, yet there must be at least 
some difference between them, such that there cannot be anything 
like perfect union of the one with the other 2 . 

The sixth topic, consisting of the same sutras in Sankara and 
Madhva (sutras 14-20), is supposed by Sankara to affirm the 
identity of cause and effect, Brahman and the world, and to hold 
that the apparent differences are positively disproved by scriptural 
texts and arguments. Sankara holds that Chdndogya, vi. 1. 1, 

1 sata utpattih saiesa-vinaiai ca hi loke drtfah. Madhva-bhd$ya , II. i. 10. 

“ It is pointed out by VySsa-tirtha that Sahkara’s interpretation is wrong, both 
with regard to the supposed opponent’s view ( piirvd-paksa ) and as regards the 
answer (siddkanta) . The illustration of the sea and the waves and foam (phena- 
tarmiga-nycTya) is hardly allowable on the vivarta view. Tatparya-candrikd, p. 872. 
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iefinitely asserts the identity of Brahman with the world after the 
analogy of clay, which alone is considered to be real in all its 
modifications as jug, etc. So Brahman (like clay) alone is real and 
the world is considered to be its product (like jug, etc.). X here are 
many Upanisad texts which reprove those who affirm the many as 
real. But this again contradicts ordinary experience, and the only 
compromise possible is that the many of the world have existence 
only so long as they appear, but, when once the Brahma-knowledge 
is attained, this unreal appearance vanishes like dream-experiences 
on awaking. But even from this unreal experience of the world and 
from the scriptures true Brahma-knowledge can be attained; for 
even through unreal fears real death might occur. I he practical 
world ( vydvaharika ) of ordinary experience exists only so long as 
the identity of the self with Brahman is not realized; but, once this 
is done, the unreal appearance of the world vanishes. The identity 
of cause and effect is also seen from the fact that it is only when the 
material cause (e.g. clay) exists that the effect (e.g. ghata) exists, and 
the effects also ultimately return to the cause. Various other reasons 
are also adduced in II. i. 18 in favour of the sat-kdrya-vada, 
Madhva, however, takes the topic in quite a different way. Brahman 
creates the world by Himself, without any help from independent 
instruments or other accessories; for all the accessories and instru¬ 
ments are dependent upon Him for their power. Arguing against 
Sankara’s interpretation, Vyasa-tlrtha says that the unreal world 
cannot be identified with Brahman ( anrtasya visvasya satya- 
brahmabheddyogat ). Moreover, abheda cannot be taken in the sense 
in which the Bhamati takes it, namely, as meaning not “identity”, 
but simply “want of difference”; for want of difference and identity 
are the same thing ( bhedabhave abhedadhramiyat). Moreover, if 
there is no difference (bheda\ then one cannot be called true and 
the other false ( bhedabhave satydnrta-vyavasthdyogac ca). The 
better course therefore is to admit both difference and non¬ 
difference. It cannot be said that ananyatva (“no-other-ness”) is 
the same as imposition on Brahman ( brahmany dropitatvam). What 
Vyasa-tlrtha wants to convey by all this is that, even if the Upanisads 
proclaim the identity of Brahman and the world, not only does such 
an identity go against Sankara’s accepted thesis that the world is 
unreal and untrue and hence cannot be identified with Brahman, 
but his explanation that “identity” means illusory imposition 
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\dropa ) is unacceptable, since no one thinks the conch-shell to be 
identical with its illusory imposed silver. There are no grounds for 
holding that knowledge of the basis should necessarily involve 
knowledge of the imposed, and so the former cannot be considered 
as the essence of the latter; and the knowledge of earth does not 
remove the knowledge of jug, etc., nor does knowledge of earth 
imply knowledge of its form, as jug 1 . Jaya-tirtha in his Nyaya-mdha 
on this topic formulates the causal doctrine of the Madhva school 
as being bhedabheda theory, which means that effect is in some ways 
identical with cause and in other ways different. Thus it opposes 
both the extremes—the complete difference of cause and effect as 
in Nyaya, and their complete identity as in Sankara or the 
Samkhya. He argues that, if the effect were already existing 
identical with the cause, then that also would be existent previously 
in its cause, and so on till the original root cause is reached. Now, 
since the root cause is never produced or destroyed, there could be 
no production or destruction of ordinary things, such as cloth, jug, 
etc., and there could be no difference between eternal entities, such 
as soul, etc., and non-eternal entities, such as jug, etc., and causal 
operations also would be useless. Moreover, if the effect (e.g., 
cloth) is previously existent in the cause (e.g., threads), it ought to 
be perceptible; if the existence of anything which is in no way per¬ 
ceptible has to be accepted, then even the existence of a hare’s horn 
has to be admitted. If the effect (e.g., cloth) were already existent, 
then it could not be produced now; the effect, again, is largely 
different from the cause; for, even when the effect is destroyed, the 
cause remains; the causes are many, the effect is one; and the 
utility, appearance, etc., of them both also widely vary. It is urged 
sometimes that production of the effect means its manifestation 
(vyakti) and its destruction means cessation of manifestation 
(avyakti). This manifestation and non-manifestation would then 
mean perception (upalabdhi) and non-perception (. anupalahdhi ). 
That would mean that whatever is perceived at a particular time is 
produced at that time. If the effect were previously existent, why 
was it not perceived at that time? In case everything must exist, 
if it is to appear as produced, then it may be asked whether the 
manifestation (ahhwyakti) was also existent before the appearance 

1 mrt-tattva-jnane'pi tat-samsthatta-vise?atva-rupa~ghatatva~jndnena ghatas 
tattvato na jnata iti vyavahdrdt. Tdtpary a-candrika, p. 879. 
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e effect; if so, then it ought to have been visible at the time; 
if the manifestation also requires another manifestation and that 
another, then there is infinite regress. The point of view of causal 
conception accepted by Jaya-tlrtha is that, if the cause of production 
exists, there is production, and if sufficient cause of destruction 
exists, there is destruction. A hare’s horn is not produced, because 
there is not a sufficient cause for its production, and dtman is not 
destroyed, because there is not a sufficient cause for its destruction 1 . 

The seventh topic with Sankara {sutras 21-23) is said to answer 
the objection that, if Brahman and jlva are identical, then it is curious 
that Brahman should make Himself subject to old age, death, etc., 
or imprison Himself in the prison-house of this body, by pointing 
out that the creator and the individual souls are not one and the 
same, since the latter represent only conditional existence, due to 
ignorance; so the same Brahman has two different forms of existence, 
as Brahman and as jlva. According to Madhva the topic is intended 
to introduce a discussion in favour of I^vara being the creator, as 
against the view that individuals themselves are the creators. 
According to him this topic consists of sUtras 21-26; with Sankara, 
however, of sutras 24 and 25, which according to him mean that, 
on account of die existence of diverse powers, it is possible that 
from one Brahman there should be the diversified creation. Again, 
sutras 26-28 form according to Sankara the ninth topic, which 
purports to establish that it is possible that the world should be 
produced from the bodiless Brahman. The eighth topic begins with 
Madhva from the 28th sulra, as counted by him, and extends to 
the 32nd. According to Madhva the object of this topic is to refute 
the arguments urged against the all-creatorship of Visnu. Thus it 
refutes the objections that, if Brahman worked without any instru¬ 
ment, His whole being might be involved even in creating a single 
straw, etc. Everything is possible in God, who possesses diverse 
kinds of power. According to Sankara sutras 30, 31, forming the 
tenth topic, maintain that Brahman possesses all powers and can 
perform everything without the aid of any sense organs. Sutras 33 
and 34 (32 and 33 of Sankara’s counting) form a new topic, which 
maintains that, though all His wishes are always fulfilled, yet He 


1 yasya ca viniisa-karanam vidyate tat sad api nirudhyate , na cu khara~vi$ana- 
janmani dtmavindse va kdranam asti iti tayor janana-vindsdbhavah. 

Nyaya-sudha, p. 302. 
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ates this world only in play for the good of all beings. The same 
is also here the purport of Sankara’s interpretation of this topic. 
The tenth topic, consisting of stltras 34-36, is said to maintain that 
the rewards and punishments bestowed by God upon human 
beings are regulated by Him in accordance with the virtuous and 
sinful deeds performed by them, and that He does so out of His 
own sweet will to keep Himself firm in His principle of justice, and 
therefore He cannot be said to be in any way controlled in His 
actions by the karma of human beings, nor can He be accused of 
partiality or cruelty to anyone. The same is also the purport of 
Sankara’s interpretation of this topic. The chapter ends with the 
affirmation that the fact of Visnu’s being the fullness of all good 
qualities (sad&prapta-sarva-sad-gunam) is absolutely unimpeach¬ 
able. 

In the second chapter of the second book, which is devoted to 
the refutation of the views of other systems of Indian thought, 
Madhya and Sankara are largely in agreement. It is only in con¬ 
nexion with the twelfth topic, which Sankara interprets as a 
refutation of the views of the Bhagavata school, that there is any 
real divergence of opinion. For Madhva and his followers try to 
justify the authority of the Pancaratra and interpret the topic 
accordingly, while Sankara interprets it as a refutation of the 
Bhagavata school. 

The third chapter of the second book begins with a topic intro¬ 
ducing a discussion of the possibility of the production of akdsa , 
since two opposite sets of Upanisad texts are available on the sub¬ 
ject. Madhva’s followers distinguish two kinds of akdsa, akdsa as 
pure vacuity and akdsa as element; according to them it is only the 
latter that is referred to in the Upanisad texts as being produced, 
while the former is described as eternal. The second, third, fourth, 
fifth and sixth topics relate to the production of air, the being (sat) 
or Brahman, fire and earth, and it is held that Brahman alone is 
originless and that everything else has come out of Him. These 
topics are almost the same in Sankara and Madhva. The seventh 
topic maintains according to Madhva that Visnu is not only the 
creator, but also the destroyer of the world. According to Sankara, 
however, this topic asserts that the successive production of the 
elements from one another is due not to their own productive 
power, but to the productive power of God Himself. The eighth 


D IV 


10 


Madhva’s Interpretation of the Brahma-siitras 

topic holds that the destruction of elements takes place in an order 
inverse to that in which they were produced. Madhva accepts the 
same meaning of the topic. The ninth topic, according to Madhva, 
discusses whether it is true that all cases of destruction must be in 
inverse order to their production, and it is decided in the affirmative; 
the objection that, since vijndna is produced from manas and yet 
the latter is destroyed first, these two must be considered as excep¬ 
tions, is not correct, since in reality vijndna is not produced out of 
manas. Manas has two senses, as “category” and as “inner organ” 
(antahkarana), and the word vijndna also means “category” and 
“understanding” ( avabodha ). Where vijndna is said to rise from 
manas, it is used only in a general way, in the sense of understanding 
as arising from grasping ( dlocana ); Sankara, however, interprets 
this topic as consisting only of the 16th sutra (while Madhva takes 
the 15th and 16th sutras from this topic), asserting that the pro¬ 
duction of the sense faculties does not disturb the order of the 
production of the elements. The tenth topic of Madhva, the 17th 
sfltra, is supposed to hold that there cannot be any destruction of 
Visnu. With Sankara this topic, the 16th sutra, is said to hold that 
birth and death can be spoken of only with regard to body and not 
with regard to the soul The eleventh topic (the 17th sutra with 
Sankara) means that the birth of jiva is true only in a special sense, 
since in reality jiva has neither birth nor death. The eleventh topic, 
consisting of the 18th and 19th sutras, gives according to Madhva 
the view that the individual souls have all been produced from God. 
According to Madhva the twelfth topic ( sutras 20- 27) deals with the 
measure oijtvas. The topic gives, according to him, the view that 
the jiva is atomic in size and not all-pervading. Being in one place, 
it can vitalize the whole body, just as a lamp can illuminate a room 
by its light, which is a quality of the lamp; for a substance may be 
pervading by virtue of its quality 1 . The thirteenth topic (27th 
sutra), according to Madhva, is supposed to affirm the plurality of 
souls. The fourteenth topic ( sutras 28, 29) demonstrates that 
Brahman and jiva are different. The fifteenth topic of Madhva 
shows that, though the souls are produced from God, yet they are 
not destructible. The souls are like reflections from the Brahman, 
and they therefore must persist as long as the Brahman remains and 

5 A discussion is raised here by Jaya-tlrtha regarding the nature of light, and 
it is held that light is of the nature of a quality and not a substance. 
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must therefore be eternal, The conditions (npadhi) through which 
these reflections are possible are twofold, external ( bdhya) and 
essential (svarupa). The external condition is destroyed, but not the 
essential one 1 . The souls are thus at once one with the Brahman and 
different ; they depend on God for their existence and are similar 
to Him in nature. The sixteenth topic seeks to establish the nature 
of souls as consciousness and pure bliss, which are howe ver revealed 
in their fullness only in the state of emancipation by the grace of 
God, while in our ordinary states these are veiled, as it were by 
ignorance (avidydf. The seventeenth topic seeks to reconcile the 
freedom of action of the jiva with the ultimate agency of God. It is 
God who makes the jtvas work in accordance with their past 
karmasy which are beginningless (anddi). Thus, though God makes 
slII jtvas perform all their works, He is guided in His directorship by 
their previous karmas. The eighteenth topic seeks to establish that, 
though the jtvas are parts of God, they are not parts in the same 
sense as the part-incarnations, the fish-incarnation, etc., are; for 
the latter are parts of essential nature (. wartlpdthsa ), whereas the 
former are not parts of an essential nature (jwdnam asvarupdm- 
satvam ); for, though parts, they are different from God. The 
nineteenth topic asserts that th t jtvas are but reflections of God. 

With Sankara, however, these siltras yield quite different in¬ 
terpretations, Thus the twelfth topic (sUtra 18) is supposed to assert 
that even in deep sleep there is consciousness, and the circumstance 
that nothing is known in this state is due to the fact that there is no 
object of which there could be any knowledge (visaydbhdvdd iyam 
acetayamdnatd na caitanydbhdvdt). The thirteenth topic (sutras 19- 
32) discusses upon his view the question whether, in accordance 
with the texts which speak of the going out of self, the self should 
be regarded as atomic, or whether it should be regarded as all- 
pervasive; and he decides in favour of the latter, because of its 
being identical with Brahman. The fourteenth topic {sutras 33-39), 
after considering the possible agency of mind, senses, etc., denies 
them and decides in favour of the agency of soul, and holds that the 


1 


jlvopadhir dvidha proktah svarilparn bdhya eva ca , 
bahyopadhir lay am yati muktav anyasya tu sthitih . 


Tattva-pyakcinkdy p. 119. 

3 evam jIva-svarupatvena nmkteh pUrvam api sato jhanananden Isvara- 
prasadenabkivyakti-nimittena dnandi bhavati; prag anabkivyaktatvena anubhavd- 
hhava-prasangdt. Ibid. p. 130. 
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buddhi and the senses are only instruments and accessories. Yet in 

the fifteenth topic (stttra 40) Sankara tries to establish this 
agency of the self, not as real, but as illusory in presence of the 
conditions of the sense-organs, intellect, etc. ( upadhi-dharma ,- 
dhyasenaiva atmanah kartrtvarn na svabhavikam). Upon the 
sixteenth topic ( sutras 41-42) Sankara tries to establish the fact that 
God helps persons to perform their actions in accordance with their 
previous karma. The seventeenth topic ( sutras 43-53) is interpreted 
by Sankara as stating the view that the difference between the 
selves themselves and between them and Brahman can be under¬ 
stood only by a reference to the analogy of reflection, spatial 
limitations or the like; for in reality they are one, and it is only 
through the presence of the limiting conditions that they appear to 
be different. 

In the fourth chapter of the first book the first topic of both 
Sankara and Madhva describes the origin of the pranas from 
Brahman 1 . The second topic of Madhva, containing the 3rd sQtra 
of Sankara’s reading, describes the origin of mams from Brahman. 
The 4th sutra, forming the third topic of Madhva, holds the 
view that speech ( vdk ) also is produced from Brahman, though we 
sometimes hear it spoken of as eternal, when it is applied to the 
Yedas. The 5th and the 6th sutras, forming the fourth topic, discuss 
the purports of various texts regarding the number of the pranas, 
and hold the view that they are twelve in number. The fifth topic 
of Madhva, consisting of the 7th siitra, states the vievv that the 
pranas are atomic by nature and not all-pervasive, and that hence 
there cannot be any objection to the idea of their being produced 
from Brahman. The sutras 8 and 9, forming the sixth topic, show 
the production of prmas from Brahman. The sutras 10 and 11, 
forming the seventh topic, show that even the principal ( mukhya ) 
prana is dependent on Brahman for its production and existence. 
In the eighth topic, consisting of the 12th siitra, it is held that the 
modifications ( vrtti ) of the principal prana are like servants, so their 
functions are also in reality derived from Brahman. The ninth 
topic, consisting of the 13th sutra, repeats textual proofs of the 
atomic character of prana. The tenth topic, consisting of sutras 14- 

1 This topic consists according to Sankara of only four siltras, and according 
to Madhva of the first three sutras. Of these the third sutra (pratijnanuparodhac 
ca ) happens to be absent in Sankara’s reading of the Brahma-sutras. 
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States the view that the senses are instruments of Brahman, 
though in a remote way they may also be regarded as instruments 
of the fiva. The eleven th topic, ^consisting of the a 7th to the 19th 
sutras , states the view that all the other twelve pranas, excepting the 
thirteenth or the principal (mukhya) prana, are so many senses. The 
difference between these-and the principal prana consists in this, 
that the work of these other pranas , though depending principally 
on Brahman, also depends on the effort of jwa (tsvara-paravasd hi 
indriydndm pravrttir jwa-prayatndpeksaiva ), but the functioning 
of the mnkhya prana does not: in any way depend on the individual 
souls (mukhyaprdnasyd pravrttir na piiriqa-prayatndpeksayd). T he 
twelfth topic (20th sutra) shows that all our bodies also are derived 
from Brahman. The last topic (21st sutra) instils the view that our 
bodies are made up not of one element, but of five elements. 

According to Sankara, however, the chapter is to be divided into 
nine topics, of which the first has already been described. The 
second topic (sutras 5-6) holds the view , that there are eleven 
senses, and not seven only as some hold, after the analogy of seven 
pranas. The third topic (7th sutra) states that the senses are not all- 
pervasive, as the adherents of Sarhkhya hold, but are atomic by 
nature* The fourth topic (8th sUtra) states that the mnkhya prana 
is a modification of Brahman, like any other prana. The fifth topic 
(sUtras 9-12) states that prana is not simply vayu, but a subjective 
modification of it in the fivefold form, and its general function 
cannot be properly explained by reference to the individual actions 
of the separate pranas , like the movement of a cage by a concerted 
effort of each one of the birds encaged therein; for the actions of 
the pranas do not seem to be in any way concerted. As there are 
five states of mind, desire, imagination, etc., so the five pranas are 
but modifications of the principal prana . The sixth topic (13th 
sutra) states that this principal prana is atomic by nature. The 
seventh topic (sUtras 14-16) states that the pranas in their func¬ 
tioning are presided over by certain deities for their movement and 
yet these can only be for the enjoyment of the jvvas. The eighth 
topic (sUtras 17-19) states that the senses (conative and cognitive) 
are different categories ( tattvdntara) from the principal prana. The 
ninth topic (sutras 20-22) states that the jwa is not the creator, who 
is I^vara. 


CHAPTER XXVII 


A GENERAL REVIEW OF THE PHILOSOPHY 
OF MADHVA 

Ontology. 

The philosophy of Madhva admits the categories, viz., substance 
(,dravya ), quality (guna), action {karma), class-character ( sdmanya ), 
particularity {visesa), qualified {•visista ) whole (amsi), power (sakti), 
similarity ( sadrsya ) and negation {abhava) 1 . Dravya is defined as 
the material cause (updddna-kdrana) 2 . A dravya is a material cause 
with reference to evolutionary changes (parindma) and manifesta¬ 
tion (i abhivyakti ) or to both. Thus the world is subject to evolutionary 
changes, whereas God or souls can only be manifested or made 
known, but: cannot undergo any evolutionary change; again, 
ignorance {avidyd) may be said to undergo evolutionary changes 
and to be the object of manifestation as well. The substances are 
said to be twenty, viz., the highest self or God {paramatman), 
Laksmt, souls ( jtva ), unmanifested vacuity ( avyakrtdkasa ), prakrti, 
the three gunas, mahat , ahamkara, buddhi, manas, the senses 
{indriya), the elements (bhuta ), the element-potentials ( mdtra ), 
ignorance {avidyd), speech-sounds ( varna ), darkness {andha-kara), 
root-impressions (or tendencies) ( vdsana ), time (kala ), reflection 
( pratibimba ). 

The qualities of Madhva are of the same nature as those of the 
Vai^esika; but the inclusion of mental qualities, such as self-control 

1 In the Tattvasamkhydna (p. 10) it is said that reality (tattva) is twofold, 
independent ( svatantra) and dependent ( mvatantra ), and. elsewhere in the 
Bha§ya it is said that there are four categories (padariha), viz., God, prakrti, soul 
(jlva) and matter (jada) : 

ttvarah prakftir jivo jadani ceti eatu$tayam 
padarlhanam sannidhandt tatreio vi?nurucyate. 

But the present division of Madhva*s philosophy, as admitting of ten categories, 
is made in view of similar kinds of division and classification used by the 
Vai 4 e§ika and others. 

2 There is another definition of dravya , when it is defined as the object of a 
competitive race in the second canto of Bhdgavata-tatparya, also referred to in 
the Madhva~siddhanta-sara. Thus it is said: dravyarn tu dravaria-prdpyam 
dvayor vivadamanayoh pfirvam vegabhisatnbandhaddkdsas tu, pradesatah. But this 
does not seem to have been further elaborated. It is hardly justifiable to seek any 
philosophical sense in this fanciful etymological meaning. 




ii ] Ontology 

mercy ( krpd ), endurance ( titiksa ), strength (bald), fear 
( bhaya\ shame ( lajjd ), sagacity (gdmbhirya), beauty ( saundarya ), 
heroism (saurya), liberality (auddrya) y etc., is considered indis¬ 
pensable, and so the qualities include not only the twenty-four 
qualities of the syncretist Vaisesika, but many more. 

Actions (karma) are those which directly or indirectly lead to 
merit (punya) or demerit (papa). There are no actions which are 
morally absolutely indifferent; even upward motion and the like 
-—which may be considered as indifferent (uddslna) karmas —are 
indirectly the causes of merit or demerit. Karmas are generally 
divided into three classes, as vihita , i.e., enjoined by the sastra, 
nniddha, prohibited by it, and uddslna , not contemplated by it or 
indifferent. The latter is of the nature of vibration (parispanda), and 
this is not of five kinds alone, as the Vaisesika supposes, but of 
many other kinds 1 . Actions of creation, destruction, etc., in God 
are eternal in Him and form His essence (smriipa-bhutdh); the 
contradictory actions of creation and destruction may abide in 
Him, provided that, when one is in the actual form, the other is in 
the potential form 2 . Actions in non-eternal things are non-eternal 
and can be directly perceived by the senses. 

The next question is regarding jdti , or universals, which are 
considered by the Nyaya-Vaisesika as one and immutable. These 
are considered in the Madhva school as eternal only in eternal 
substances like the jivas, whereas in non-eternal substances they 
are considered to be destructible and limited specifically to the 
individuals where they occur. There are in destructible individuals 
no such universals, which last even when the individuals are 
destroyed. An objection is raised that, if the existence of permanent 
universals is not agreed to, then the difficulty of comprehending 
concomitance (vydpti) would be insurmountable, and hence in¬ 
ference would be impossible. The answer that is given on the side 
of Madhva is that inference is possible on the basis of similarity 
(sadrsya)) and that the acceptance of immutable universals is not 

1 The syncretistic Vaisesika view, that action is of five kinds, is described 
here; for it is held that the Vai6e§ika view that by simple rectilineal motion 
(gamana), circular motion (bhramatta) or other kinds of motion could be got, is 
strongly objected to, because circular motion is not a species of rectilinear 
motion; and hence the Vaisesika classification of karma into five classes is also 
held to be inadequate. 

a s?$ti-kdle sr$ti-kriya vyakty-citmana vartate , anyadd tu sakty-dtmand, 
evatn samhdra-kriydpi. Madhva-siddhdnta-sara } p. 4. 
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Necessary for that purpose; and this also applies to the compre¬ 
hension of the meaning of words: when certain objects are pointed 
out as having any particular name, that name can be extended to 
other individuals which are extremely similar to the previous 
objects which were originally associated with that name 1 , A dif¬ 
ference is also drawn between jati (“universal”) and upadhi 
( u limiting condition ”) in this, that the latter is said to be that which 
depends for its comprehension upon the comprehension of some 
other primary notion* while the former is that whose comprehension 
is direct and does not depend upon the comprehension of some 
other notion 2 . Thus the universal of cow ( gotva ) is known im¬ 
mediately and directly, whereas the notion of the universal of 
“cognizability” ( prameyatva ) can only be known through the 
previous knowledge of those things which are objects of knowledge. 
So the universal of cognizability is said to be upadhi , and the former 
jati. It is further objected that, if objections are taken against an 
immutable universal existing in all individuals of a class at one and 
the same time, then the same objection may be taken against the 
acceptance of similarity, which must be supposed to exist at one 
time in a number of individuals. The answer to this is that the 
relation of similarity between two or three individuals is viewed in 
Madhva philosophy as existing uniformly between the number of 
individuals so related, but not completely in any one of them. 
When two or three terms which are said to be similar exist, the 
relation of similarity is like a dyadic or triadic relation subsisting 
between the terms in mutual dependence 3 ; the relation of simi¬ 
larity existing between a number of terms is therefore not one, but 
many, according as the relation is noted from the point of view of 
one or the other of the terms. The similarity of A to B is different 
from the similarity of B to A, and so forth (bhinndhhinnam 
sadriyam iti siddham). 

1 anugata-dharmam vindpi sddrsyena sarvatra vydpty-ddi-graha-sambhavdt, 
ayam dhutnah etat-sadriai ca vahni-vyapya ity evaiji-kramena vydpti-grahah, 
“even without the basis of the existence of identical characteristics, compre¬ 
hension of vyapti is possible on the basis of similarity, e.g., ‘This is smoke and 
entities similar to these are associated with fire, etc,’” Madhva~$iddhanta~sara r 

p. 6. 

3 itara-nirupanddhlna-nirUpanakatvam upddhi~lak§anam and anya-nirUpand - 
dhJna-nirapanatvam jdtitvam. Ibid . p. 7. 

3 eka-nirupitdparddhikarana-vjitiivena tri-vikrama -nyayena tat-svikclrdt, 
pratiyogitvanuyogitvddivat . Ibid, p. 6. 
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next come to the doctrine of specific particulars ( visesa) in 
the Madhva school. It supposes that every substance is made up 
of an infinite number of particulars associated with each and every 
quality that it may be supposed to possess. Thus, when the question 
arises regarding the relation of qualities to their substances (e.g., the 
relation of colour, etc., to a j ug) if any quality was identical with the 
substance, then the destruction of it would mean destruction of the 
substance, and the words denoting the substance and the quality 
would mutually mean each other; but that is not so, and this dif¬ 
ficulty can be solved only on the supposition that there are specific 
particulars corresponding as the basis to each one of the qualities. 
As to the exact relation of these to their substance there are 
divergences of view, some holding that they are identical with the 
substance ( abheda ), others that they are different ( bheda ), and 
others that they are both identical and different ( bhedabheda ). 
Whatever view regarding the relation of the qualities to the sub¬ 
stance is accepted, the doctrine of specific particulars (viksa) has 
to be accepted, to escape the contradiction. Thus visesas in each 
substance are numberless, corresponding to the view-points or 
qualities intended to be explained; but there are no further visesas 
for each visesa , as that would lead to an infinite regress. For a 
satisfactory explanation of the diverse external qualities of God it 
is necessary to admit eternal visesas in Him. In order to explain 
the possibility of a connection of the continuous eternal space or 
vacuity (dkdla) with finite objects like jug, etc. it is necessary to 
admit the existence of visesas in cikdsa 1 . It will be seen from the 
above that the acceptance of visesas becomes necessary only in those 
cases where the unity and difference of two entities, such as the 
substance and the qualities or the like, cannot otherwise be satis¬ 
factorily explained. For these cases the doctrine of visesas intro¬ 
duces some supposed particulars, or parts, to which the association 
of the quality could be referred, without referring to the whole 
substance for such association. But this does not apply to the 
existence of visesa in the atoms; for the atoms can very well be 
admitted to have parts, and the contact with other atoms can thus 
be very easily explained without the assumption of any visesa. An 
atom may be admitted to be the smallest unit in comparison with 

1 a to gaganadi-vibhu-dravyasya ghatadina samyoga-tadabhavobhaya-nirvahako 
vi£e§o'mnya-gatyd svtkaranlydh. Ibid. p. 9. 
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Everything else: but that is no reason why it should not be admitted 
to be bigger than its own parts. If the atoms had not parts, they 
could not be held to combine on all their ten sides 1 . So the 
Vaisesika view, admitting visesas in atoms, has to be rejected. It is 
well worth remembering here that the Vaisesikas held that there 
were among the atoms of even the same bkilta, and also among the 
souls, such specific differences that these could be distinguished 
from one another by the yogins. These final differences, existing in 
the atoms themselves, are called viiesas by the Kanada school of 
thinkers. This conception of visesa and its utility is different from 
the conception of visesa in the Madhva school. 2 . 

Samavdya, or the relation of inherence accepted in the Nyaya- 
Vaisesika school, is discarded in the system of Madhva on almost 
the same grounds as in Sankara’s Bhdsya on the Brahma-sutras. The 
view is that the appearance of the cause in the effect and of the 
qualities in the substance is manifestly of the nature of a relation 
and, as this relation is not contact (samyoga), it must be a separate 
relation, viz., the relation of inherence (samavdya). But in the same 
way samavdya (e.g., in the sentence iha tantusu pafa-samavdyah) 
itself may have the appearance of existing in something else in some 
relation, and hence may be in need of further relations to relate it. 
If without any such series of relations a relation of inherence can be 
related in the manner of a quality and a substance, then that sort of 
relatedness or qualifiedness (visistata) may serve all the purposes of 
samavdya. This brings us to the acceptance of “related” or 
“qualified” as ^ category separate and distinct from the categories 
of quality (guna) and substance (dravya) and the relation involved 
between the two 3 . So also the whole (amsi) is not either the rela¬ 
tions or the parts or both, but a separate category by itself. 

Power ( sakti ), as a separate category, exists in four forms: 
(i) as mysterious— acintya-iakti— as in God, (ii) causal power 

1 anydpek$ayd paramdnutve’ pi svdvayavdpeksaya makatWopapatteh :.,. kith ca 
pammdnor avayavcinangikdre tasya dasadikpv abhisambandho na sydt. Madhva- 
siddhanta-sdra , p. 10. 

2 asmad-visistanam yoginam nityefu ttdydkrti-gunadmyesu paramdnu$u 
muktdtmasu ca anya-nimittasawbkavad yebhyo nimittebhyafi pratyadharam 
vilak$ano'yam vilaksano'yam iti pratyaya-vydvrittili, deia-kdla-viprakarse ca 
paraminau sa evdyam iti pratyabhijhdnam ca bhavati te antyd vise$dh. 

Prasasta-pdda-bha§ya , pp. 321-2. 

3 visistam vne$ana-vik§ya~tat$ambandhatinktani avasyam ahgikartavyam . 
Madhva-siddhanta-sara> p« 2.1* 
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irana-sakti or sahaja-sakti ), which naturally exists in things and 
by virtue of which they can produce all sorts of changes, (iii) a 
power brought about by a new operation in a thing called the 
ddheya-sakti , as in an. idol through the ritual operations of the 
installation ceremony ( pratistha ), and (iv) the significant power of 
words ( pada~sakti ). Negation is said to be of three kinds: (i) the 
negation preceding a production ( prdg-abhava ), (ii) that following 
destruction (dhvamsdbhava), (iii) as otherness ( anyonyabhavd) y e.g., 
there is the negation of a jug in a pot and of a pot in a jug: this is 
therefore the same as differences, which are considered as the 
essence of all things 1 . When things are destroyed, their differences 
are also destroyed. But the five differences between God and souls, 
between souls themselves, between inanimate objects themselves, 
between them and God, and between them and the souls, are all 
eternal; for the differences in eternal things are eternal and in non¬ 
eternal things non-eternal 2 . The fourth kind of negation, atyantd - 
bhavcLy is the non-existence belonging to impossible entities like the 
hare’s horn. 

God, or Paramatman, is in this system considered as the fullness 
of infinite qualities. He is the author of creation, maintenance, 
destruction, control, knowledge, bondage, salvation, and hiding 
(dmti). He is omniscient, and all words in their most pervading 
and primary sense refer to Him. He is different from all material 
objects, souls and prakrti> and has for His body knowledge and 
bliss, and is wholly independent and one, though He may have 
diverse forms (as in Vasudeva , Pradyumna, etc.); all such forms of 
Him are the full manifestation of all His qualities. 

The souls ( jiva ) are naturally tainted with defects of ignorance, 
sorrow, fear, etc,, and they are subject to cycles of transformation. 
They are infinite in number. They are of three kinds, viz., those 
who are fit for emancipation ( mukti-yogya ), e.g., gods such as 
Brahma, Vayu, etc., or sages, like Narada, etc., or like the ancestors 
(pitr) } or kings like Ambarisa, or advanced men; these advanced 

1 bhedas tu sarva-vastundm svarflpam naijam avyayam. Ibid. p. 20. 

2 Jaya-Urtha, however, in his Nyaya-siidha, 1. 4. 6 ( adhikarana. , p.. 222), holds 
that differences (whether in eternal or in non-eternal things) are always eternal: 
na ca kadapi padarthanam anyonya-taddtmyam asti iti anitydndm apt bhedo nitya 
eva ity akuh . Padmanabha-tlrtha also in his San-iiydya-ratnavall or Anuvya- 
khyana holds exactly the same view on the same topic (t. 4, 6): vindsino’pi 
ghatader dharma-rupo bhedafi para-vddy-abkyupagataghafatvddi-jdtivan nityo'- 
bhyupagantavyah . 
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souls think of God as being, bliss, knowledge and dtnian . It is only 
the second class of souls that are subject to transmigration and 
suffer the pleasures of Heaven and the sufferings of Earth and Hell. 
There is a third class of beings, the demons, ghosts and the like. 
Each one of these souls is different from every other soul, and even 
in emancipation the souls differ from one another in their respective 
merits, qualifications, desires, etc. 

Next comes the consideration of unmanifested space (avydkrta 
dkdso dig-rilpah ), which remains the same in creation and destruc¬ 
tion. This is, of course, different from dkdia as element, otherwise 
called bhfitdkaia , which is a product of the tdmasa ego and is 
limited. Akdia as space is vacuity and eternal 1 . 

Prakrti also is accepted in the Madhva system as the material 
cause of the material world 2 . Time is a direct product of it, and all 
else is produced through the series of changes which it undergoes 
through the categories of mahat , etc. Prakrti is accepted here as a 
substance (i dravya) 3 and is recognized in the Madhva system 
as what is called may a, a consort of God, though it is called impure 
(dosa-yukta) and material ( jada ), evolving ( pariridtnini ), though 
under the full control of God, and may thus be regarded almost as 
His will or strength (Harer icchdthavd balam). This prakrti is to the 
world the cause of all bondage ( jagabhandhdtmikd ) 4 . The subtle 
bodies (linga-sarira) of. all living beings are formed out of the stuff 
of this prakrti . It is also the source of the three gun as (guna- 
trayddy-iipaddna-bhutd). It is held that during the time of the great 
creation prakrti alone existed and nothing else. At that time God 
out of His creative desire produced from prakrti in three masses 
saliva, rajas and tarn as 5 . It is said that rajas is double of tamas 
and sattva is double of rajas. Sattva exists by itself in its pure 
form: rajas and tamas are always mixed with each other and with 
sattva. Thus sattva exists not only in this pure form, but also as an 
element in the mixed rajas variety and tamas variety. In the mixed 
rajas there are for each part of rajas a hundred parts of sattva and 
one hundredth part of tamas. In the tamas mixture there are for 

1 bhUtakaidtiriktdyd de&a-kdla-paricchinndyds tarkikady-ahhimata-dim evd~ 

smdkam avyakrtdkdiatvdt. Tatparya-candrikd, II. 3. 1 (p. 932). Also Nydya- 
sudhdy 11. 3. 1. 

3 sak§dt paraniparayd vd viivopdddnam prakrtih. Padartha-samgraha , 93. 

3 Nyaya-sudhd and San-nydya-ratnavali on the Amivydkhyana, u. 1.6 (p. 21). 

4 Bhdgamta-tatparya, in. .10. 9 (p. 29). 5 Madhva-$iddhanta-sara } p. 36. 



'each part of tamas ten parts of sat tv a and one-tenth part of rajas. 
At the time of the world-dissolution [vilaya) ten parts return to 
sattva and one part to rajas with one part in tamas. The evolution 
of the mahat-tattva takes place immediately after the production 
of the three gunas, when the entire amount of the produced rajas 
becomes mixed with tamas \ the nuihat-tattva is constituted of three 
parts of rajas and one part of tamas . With reference to the later 
derivatives this mahat-tattva is called sattva In the category 
ahamkara (that which is derived immediately after mahat ) there is 
for every ten parts of sattva one part of rajas and a tenth part of 
tamas . From the sattva of the tamas part of it the manas , etc., are 
produced, out of the rajas part of it the senses are produced, and 
out of the tamas the elements are produced. They are at first 
manifested as tan~matras , or the powers inherent in and manifested 
in the elements. As ahamkara contains within it the materials for 
a threefold development, it is called vaikarika, taijasa and tdmasa 
accordingly. In the Tattva-samkhydna buddhi-tattva and manas - 
tattva are said to be two categories evolving in succession from 
ahamkara. The twenty-four categories counted from mahat are in 
this enumeration mahat, ahamkara , buddhi , manas , the ten indriyas 
(senses), the five tan-mdtras and the five bhutas 2 . As buddhi is of 
two kinds, viz., buddhi as category and buddhi as knowledge, so 
manas is also regarded as being of two kinds, manas as category and 
manas as sense-organ. As sense-organ, it is both eternal and non¬ 
eternal ; it is eternal in God, LaksmI, Brahma and all other souls, 

1 Bhdgavata-tdtparya f m. 14, by Madhvacarya. In this passage the original 
sattva is spoken of as being the deity $ri, the original rajas as Bhu, and the 
original tamas as Durgd , and the deity which has for her root all the three is 
called Mahd-lak$mi. The Lord Janardana is beyond the gunas and their roots. 

2 There seems to be a divergence of opinion regarding the place of the evolution 
of buddhi-tattva. The view just given is found in the Tattva-smnkhydna (p. 41): 
asamsrsiam mahdn aharn buddhir manah khdni daia mdtra-bhiitdni panca ca f 
and supported in its commentary by Satyadharma Yatl. This is also in consonance 
with Katha, I. 3. 10. But in the passage quoted from Madhya’s Bhdsya in the 
Madhva-siddhdnta-sdra it is said that the vijMna-tattva (probably the same as 
buddhi-tattva) arises from the mahat-tattva , that from it again there is manas , and 
from manas the senses, etc. : 

vijhdna-tattvam mahatafi samutpannam caturmukhdt , 

vijMna-tattvac ca mano manas-tattvacca khadikam. 

The way in which Padmanabha SCiri tries to solve the difficulty in his Paddrtha- 
samgraha is that the buddhi-tattva springs directly from the mahat-tattva , but 
that it grows in association with taijasa ahamkara ( taijasdhamkdrena upacita). This 
explains the precedence of ahamkara as given in the Tattva-samkhydna . Buddhi , 
of course, is of two kinds, as knowledge (jfidna-rupa) and as category (tattva). 
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as their own essence (svarupa-bhiitam) or self. The non-eternal 
manas , as belonging to God, brahma , individual souls, etc., is of 
five kinds; manas , buddhi , ahamkdra , citta and cetana, which may 
also be regarded as the vrttis or functions of manas, Of these manas 
is said to be that to which is due imagination ( samkalpa ) and doubt 
(vikalpa ); baddhi is that to which is due the function of coming to 
any decision ( niscayatmikd buddhi) ; ahamkdra is that through the 
functioning of which the unreal is thought of as real (asvarupe 
svarupa-matih ), and the cause of memory is citta. The senses are 
twelve, including five cognitive, five conative, manas and the 
sdkstndriya , as buddhi is included within manas . The senses are 
considered from two points of view, viz., from the point of view of 
their predominantly tejas materials, and as being sense-organs. 
In their aspects as certain sorts produced in course of the evolution 
of their materials they are destructible; but as sense-organs they 
are eternal in God and in all living beings. As regards the bodily 
seats of these organs, these are destructible in the case of all 
destructible beings. The internal sense of intuition ( sdksi ) can 
directly perceive pleasure and pain, ignorance, time and space. 
The sense-data of sounds, colours, etc., appearing through their 
respective sense-organs, are directly perceived by this sense of 
intuition. All things that transcend the domain of the senses are 
intuited by the sense of intuition (sdksi), either as known or un¬ 
known. To consider the sdksi f ndna as a special source of intuitive 
knowledge, indispensable particularly for the perception of time 
and space, is indeed one of the important special features of 
Madhva’s system. In Sankara Vedanta sdksi stands as the inex¬ 
tinguishable brahma-light, which can be veiled by ajndna , though 
ajndna itself is manifested in its true nature, ignorance, by the 
sdksi 1 , Madhva holds that it is through the intuitive sense of sdksi 

J yat~prasadad avulyadi sphuraty eva diva-nisam lam apy 

apahnu te'vidya najndnasyas ti duskaram. 

Advaita-brahna-siddhi , p. 312. 

As this work also notices, there are in Sankara Vedanta four views on the 
status of sdksi. Thus the Tattva-suddhi holds that it is the light of Brahman, 
appearing as if it were in the jlva; the Tattva-pradipika holds that it is Isvara 
manifesting Himself in all individual souls; the Veddnta-kaumudT holds that it is 
but a form of I&vara, a neutral entity which remains the same in all operations 
of the jlva and is of direct and immediate perception, but is also the nescience 
(avidyd) which veils it. The Kutastha-dlpa considers it to be an unchangeable light 
of pure intelligence in jlva, which remains the same under all conditions and is 
hence called sdksi. 
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. an individual observes the validity of his sense-knowledge and 
of his own self as the ego ( aham ). Our perception of self, on this 
view, is not due to the activity of mind or to mental perception 
(manonubhava ); for, had it been so, one might as a result of mind 
activity or mental functioning have doubted his own self; but this 
never happens, and so it has to be admitted that the perception of 
self is due to some other intuitive sense called sdkd. Sdkst thus 
always leads us to unerring and certain truths, whereas, wherever 
in knowledge there is a discriminating process and a chance of 
error, it is said to be due to mental perception 1 . 

The tan-matras are accepted in IVIadhvaism as the subtler 
materials of the five grosser elements ( bhutas ). It must be noted 
that the categories of ahamkdra and buddhi are considered as being 
a kind of subtle material stuff, capable of being understood as 
quantities having definite quantitative, measurements ( par imam ) 2 . 

Ignorance ( avidya ) is a negative substance (dravya), which by 
God’s will veils the natural intelligence of us all 3 . But there is no one 
common avidya which appears in different individuals; the avidya 
of one individual is altogether different from the avidya of another 
individual. As such, it seems to denote our individual ignorance 
and not a generalized entity such as is found in most of the Indian 
systems; thus each person has a specific ( prdtisviki) avidya of his own. 

Time (kdla) is coexistent with all-pervading space ( avyakrta 
dkaia), and it is made directly from prakrti stuff having a more 
primeval existence than any of the derived kinds 4 . It exists in itself 

1 yat kvacid vyabhicari sydt darsanam mdnasam hi tat. Anuvydkhyana. 

evam sa devadatto gauro na vd paramdnuh gurutvadkikaranam na vd iti 
umdayo mdnasah. Madhva-siddhdnta-sdra , p. 44. 

* Matin "brhaspaty-ad ay as tu ahamkdrdt parimdnato htnena huddhi-tattvena 
svocita-parimdnena parimita-de£a-paryantam avasthitam visnum pasyanti soma - 
suryam tu huddhi-iattvdt parimdnato htnena manas-tatvena parimita-desa - 
paryantam avasthitam visnum paiyatah varunddayas tu dkasa-vdyv-ddi-bhiitaih 
kramena parimdnato daiahinaih parimita~desa~paryantam avasthitam visnum 
yogya tdnusarena pasyan ti. 

San-nydya-ratnavall and Madhva-siddhdnta-sara, p. 49. 

3 at ah paramesvara eva sattvadi-gunamay-dvidyavirodhitvena avidyaya 
svadhtnaya prakytyd acintyddbhutayd svasaktya jivasya sva-prakasam api svariipa- 
caitanyam apy dcchadayati. Nyaya-sudhd on the topic oijijndsa. 

4 Th& objection that, if time is made out of prakrti stuff, from whence would 
mahat , etc., be evolved, is not valid; for it is only from some parts of prakrti that 
time is evolved, while it is from other parts that the categories are evolved: 
sarvatra vydptdndm ha tip ay a -prakrti-suksmdndm kd lop dddna tvam, katipaydndm 
mahad-ddy-upaddnatvam katipaydndm ca niula-riipena avasthdnam. Madhva - 
siddhdntasdra, p. 64. 
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and is, like space, the vehicle ( adhara ) of everything else, 
and it is also the common cause of the production of all objects. 

Darkness ( andhakara ) is also considered as a separate substance 
and not as mere negation of light. A new conception of pratibimba 
(“reflection”) is introduced to denote the fives, who cannot have 
any existence apart from the existence of God and who cannot 
behave in any way independent of His will, and, being conscious 
entities, having will and feeling, are essentially similar to him; 
though reflections, they are not destructible like ordinary re¬ 
flections in mirrors, but are eternal (pratibimbas tu bimbavinabhuta- 
sat-sadrsah) 1 . 

The system of Madhva admits the qualities ( guna ) more or less 
in the same way as the Nyaya-Vaisesika does; the points of dif¬ 
ference are hardly ever of any philosophical importance. Those 
which deserve to be mentioned will be referred to in the succeeding 
sections. 

Pramanas (ways of valid knowledge). 

Pramana is defined as that which makes an object of knowledge 
cognizable as it is in itself (yathdrtham pramanam ) 2 . The function 
of pramana consists both in making air entity object of knowledge 
through the production of knowledge ( jnana-jananad vdva jneyata- 
sampadakatvena), either directly ( sdksat) or indirectly ( asaksat ) 3 . 
There are two functions in a pramana, viz. (i) to render an entity 
an object of knowledge (jiieya-visayikarana) and (2) to make it cog- 
nizabl e(jneyaid-sampadana) 3 . So far as the function of making an 
entity an object of knowledge is concerned, all pramanas directly 
perform it; it is only with reference to the second function that 
there is the distinction between the two kinds of pramanas, kevala 
and anu, such that it is only the former that performs it directly and 
only the latter that performs it indirectly (parampard-krarna )*. 
These two functions also distinguish a pramana from the pramdtd 
(“subject”) and the prameya (“object”), since neither the subject 

1 Padartha-samgruha, 193. 

2 Madhva’s definition of pramdria in his Pramdna-lakfana is elaborated by 
Jaya-tTrtha in his Pramana-paddhati as jfieyam anatikramya vartamanarti yathd- 
vasthitam eva jneyam yad vipaylkaroti mlnyatha tat pramanam (p, 8). 

8 Jaya-llrtha-vijaya-tippam on the Pramana-paddhati by Janardana. 

4 Ibid, Also kevalant visaymya jneyatvam jhdnam upddhitayd karanam tu taj - 
janakatayd sarnpadayanti ity etavantam visesam asritya keval&nu~pramana~bhedah 
samarthitak . Nyaya-mdhd, 11. 1. z (p. 249). 





MINlSTyjy 



z 


Pramdnas (ways of valid knowledge ) 



atft the object can be called the instrumental causes of knowledge, 
though they may in some sense be admitted as causes, and they do 
not cause an entity to be an object of knowledge either. Our know¬ 
ledge does not in any way modify an object of knowledge, but an 
entity becomes known when knowledge of it is produced. Truth, 
by which is understood exact agreement of knowledge with its 
object, belongs properly to knowledge alone ( jnanasyaiva rnukhyato 
ydthdrthyam). The instruments of knowledge can be called true 
(yathdrtha ) only in an indirect manner, on the ground of their 
producing true knowledge ( yathdrtha-jnana-janaka yathdrtha )*. 
But yet the definition properly applies to the instruments as well, 
since they are also yathdrtha in the sense that they are also directed 
to the object, just as knowledge of it is. So far as they are directed 
towards the right object of which we have right knowledge, their 
scope of activity is in agreement with the scope or extent of the 
object of knowledge. So it is clear that pramdna is twofold: 
pramdna as true knowledge ( kevala pramdna) and pramdna as 
instrument (sadhanci) of knowledge (ana pramdna). This kevala 
pramdna is again twofold, as consciousness (caitanyd) and as states 
(vrttiy This consciousness is described by Jaya-tlrtha as superior, 
middling and inferior (uttama-madhyamadhama), as right, mixed, 
and wrong; the vrtti is also threefold,.as perception, inference, and 
scriptures (dgarna). The am pramdna also is threefold, as percep¬ 
tion, inference and scriptures. A question arises, whether the term 
pramdna could be applied to any right knowledge which happens 
to be right only by accident (kdkatdltya) and not attained by the 
proper process of right knowledge. Thus, for example, by a mere 
guess one might say that there are five shillings in one’s friend’s 
pocket, and this knowledge might really agree with the fact that 
one’s friend has five shillings in his pocket; but, though this 
knowledge is right, it cannot be called pramdna ; for this is not due 
to the speaker’s own certain knowledge, since he had only guessed, 
which is only a form of doubt (vaktur jndnasya samiayatvena 
aprasangaif. This also applies to the case where one makes an 
inference on the basis of a misperceived hetu> e.g., the inference of 
fire from steam or vapour mistaken for smoke. 

The value of this definition of pramdna as agreement with 
objects of knowledge ( yathdrtha ) is to be found in the fact that it 


1 Ibid. 


3 Ibid. p. 250. 
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Includes memory (smrti) of previous valid experience as valid, 
whereas most of the other systems of Indian philosophy are dis¬ 
posed so to form their definition as purposely to exclude the right 
of memory to be counted as pramdna 1 . Salikanatha’s argument, as 
given in his Prakarana-partcika, on the rejection of memory from 
the definition of pramdna is based on the fact that memory is 
knowledge produced only by the impressions of previous knowledge 
( puma-vijnana-samskdra-matrajam jndnam ); as such, it depends 
only on previous knowledge and necessarily refers to past ex¬ 
perience, and cannot therefore refer independently to the ascertain¬ 
ment of the nature of objects 2 . He excludes recognition ( pratya - 
bhijna) from memory, as recognition includes in its data of origin 
direct sense contact; and he also excludes the case of a series of 
perceptions of the same object (dhdra-vahika jnana) ; for though it 
involves memory, it also involves direct sense contact, but the 
exclusion of memory from the definition of pramdna applies only 
to pure memory, unassociated with sense contact. The idea is that 
that which depends on or is produced only by previous knowledge 
does not directly contribute to our knowledge and is hence not 
pramdna. 

The reason why Jaya-tfrtha urges the inclusion of memory is 
that memory may also agree with an object of knowledge and hence 
may rightly be called pramdna. It may be that, while I am re¬ 
membering an object, it may not still be there or it may have ceased 
to exist, but that does not affect the validity of memory as pramdna, 
since the object did exist at the time of previous experience referred 
to by memory, though it may not be existing at the time when the 
memory is produced. If it is argued that, since the object is not in 
the same condition at the time of memory as it was at the time of 
experience, memory is not valid, in that case all knowledge about 
past and future by inference or scriptures would be invalid, since 
the past and future events inferred might not exist at the time of 

1 Here Jaya-tlrtha refers to the defini tions of the Mirnfimsa as anadhigatdrtha- 
gantr pramanatn and as anubhiitih pramdnam. The first refers to Kuraarila\s 
definition and the second to that of Prabh&kara. Rumania defines pramdna (as 
found in the Codana-sutra 80, Sloka-varttika) as firm knowledge {drdham vijndnam) 
produced ( utpannam ) and unassociated with other knowledge (ndpi jndndntarena 
samv&dam rcchati). The second definition is that of Prabhakara as quoted in 
£siikan&tha’s Prakarana-pandkd, p. 42: pramdnam anubhutih. 

2 smrtir hi tad-ity-upajdyamana prdclm pratltim anurudhyamand 11a svatari* 
tryena artham paricchinatti ili na pramdnam. Prakarana-paiicika, p. 42. 
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5 erience. If it is argued that the object of previous knowledge 
changes its state and so cannot in its entirety be referred to as the 
object of memory, then that destroys the validity of all pramanas ; 
for nothing can be made an object of all the pramanas in its 
entirety. Also it cannot be objected that, if the thing does not 
change its state, then memory should grasp it as an entity which has 
not changed its state. This is not valid either; for memory does not 
grasp an object as if it had not changed its state, but as “it was so 
at that time” ( tadasan tadrsa iti ), Memory is absolutely indifferent 
with regard to the question whether an object has changed its state 
or not. Since memory agrees with real objective facts it has to be 
considered valid, and it is the special feature of the present definition 
that it includes memory as a valid definition, which is not done in 
other systems. The validity of memory as a pramdna is proved by 
the fact that people resort to it as valid knowledge in all their 
dealings, and only right knowledge is referred to by men (loka» 
vyavahdra). There is no way of establishing the validity of the 
pramanas of perception, etc., except the ultimate testimony of 
universal human experience 1 . 

Moreover, even the validity of the sacred writings of Manu is 
based on the remembered purport of the Vedas, and thence they 
are called smrti 2 . Again, the argument that memory has no validity 
because it does not bring us any fruit ( nisphald ) is not right; for the 
validity depends on correctness of correspondence and not on 
fruitfulness. Want of validity ( aprdmdnya ) is made evident through 
the defect of the organs or the resulting contradiction ( badhaka - 
pratyaya). It may also be noted that memory is not absolutely 
fruitless; thus the memory of happy things is pleasant and 
strengthens the root impressions also (. samskara-patana ). Again, it 
is argued that that alone could be called pramdna which involves 
the knowledge of something new, and that therefore memory, 
which does not involve new knowledge, cannot be counted as 
pramdna . If it is required that an object of knowledge should be 
pramdna , then the eternal entities about which there cannot be any 
new knowledge cannot be the objects of pramdna . If the require- 

1 na hy asti pratyak$adi~pramanya-*siidhakavi anyad loka-vyavaharat . 
Nyfiyasudhfi , it. x. 2 adhikarana , p. 251. 

2 te hi srulyadinanubhutdrtham stnrtvd tat-pratipddakam grantham aracayati. 
Ibid. p. 252. 


XI -2 


MINISr^ 


<$»* ' 8C *«> 

A Review of the Philosophy of Madhva 

ment of new knowledge is not considered to refer to objects of 
knowledge, but only to the method or process of knowledge, then 
the knowledge involved in continuous perception of an object 
(,dharavahika jnana) could not be considered as pramdna. The 
Buddhists might, of course, answer that each new moment a new 
object is produced which is perceived; the Samkhya might hold 
that at each new moment all objects suffer a new change or 
parinama; but what would the Mlmamsaka say? With him the 
object (e.g., the jug) remains the same at all successive moments. 
If it is argued that in the knowledge of an object abiding in and 
through successive moments we have at each particular moment 
a new element of time involved in it and this may constitute a 
newness of knowledge in spite of the fact that the object of know¬ 
ledge has been abiding all through the moments, the same may be 
argued in favour of memory; for it manifests objects in the present 
and has reference to the experience as having happened in the past 
(smrtir api vartamdna-tat-kdlatayd anubhUtam artham atita- 
hdlatayd avagahate). Jaya-tlrtha maintains that it is not possible to 
show any necessary connection between pramanya (validity), and 
the requirement that the object should be previously unacquired 
(anadhigatdrtha) either through association ( sahacarya ), or through 
that and the want of any contradictory instance; for on the first 
ground many other things associated with pramanya would have 
to be claimed to be anadhigata, which they are not, and the second 
ground does not apply at least in the case of continuous knowledge 
(dhara-vdhika jnana). For in the case of continuous knowledge 
successive moments are regarded as pramdna in spite of there being 
in them no new knowledge. 

If it is objected “how could it be the function of pramdna to 
make an already-known object known to us” ( adhigatam evartham 
adhigamayata pramanena pistam pistam syat ), what does the objec¬ 
tion really mean? It cannot mean that in regard to a known object 
no further cognition can arise; for neither is knowledge opposed to 
knowledge, nor is want of knowledge a part of the conditions which 
produce knowledge. The objection to the rise of a second know¬ 
ledge of a known object on the ground of fruitlessness has already 
been answered. Nor can it be said that a pramdna should not be 
dependent on anything else or on any other knowledge; for that 
objection would also apply to inference, which is admitted by all 
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1<T dc a pramdna. So pramdna should be so deifined that memory 
may be included within it. Chalari-^esacarya quotes an unidentified 
scriptural text in support of the inclusion of memory in pramdna 1 . 
Jaya-tirtha, in a brief statement of the positive considerations which 
according to him support the inclusion of memory in pramdna , 
says that memory is true ( yathdrtha ). When an object appears in 
consciousness to have a definite character in a particular time and 
at a particular place and has actually that character at that time and 
at that place, then this knowledge is true or yathdrtha . Now 
memory gives us exactly this sort of knowledge; “it was so there 
at that time/* It is not the fact that at that time it was not so. 
Memory is directly produced by the manas , and the impressions 
(samskdra) represent its mode of contact with, the object. It is 
through the impressions that mind comes in contact: with specific 
objects (samskdras tu manasas tad-artha+$annikarsa-riipa evd). It 
may be objected that, the object referred to by memory having 
undergone many changes and ceased in the interval to exist in its 
old state, the present memory cannot take hold of its object; the 
answer is that the objection would have some force if manas , 
unaided by any other instrument, were expected to do it; but this 
is not. so. Just as the sense-organs, which are operative only in the 
present, may yet perform the operation of recognition through the 
help of the impressions (samskdra), so the manas also may be 
admitted to refer by the help of the impressions to an object which 
has changed its previous state 2 . 

The conception of pramdna is considered a subject of great 
importance in Indian philosophy. The word pramdna is used 
principally in two different senses, (i) as a valid mental act, as 
distinguished from the invalid or illusory cognitions; (ii) as the 
instruments or the collocations of circumstances which produce 
knowledge. Some account of pramdna in the latter sense has 
already been given in VoL I, pp. 330-2. The conflicting opinions 
regarding the interpretation of pramdna as instruments of know- 


smrtih pmtyak$am aitihyam anumdnacatuftayam 
pramanam iti vijneyam dharmddy-arthe munwkfubhih. 


Praniana-candrika , p. 4. 


2 umiskara-sakakrtam manah ananubhut&m apt nwrtta-pilrvdvasthani vtfayl- 
kurvat smaranam jcinayet iti ho do$ah; vartamdna-vi$aydni api indriyani sahakari- 
sdmarthyat kdlantara-sambandhitdm api gocarayanti; yatha scimskdra-sahakrtdni 
soyarn ity ama-vartavidnatva-vUi$tavi$ayapratyabhijna~wdhanani prakrtendri- 
ydni mano-vrtti-jMnam janayanti . Pramana-paddhati , p. 24. 
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ledge is due to the fact that diverse systems of philosophy hold 
different views regarding the nature and origin of knowledge. Thus 
the Nyaya defines pramdna as the collocation of causes which pro¬ 
duces knowledge (upalahdhi or pramd). The causes of memory are 
excluded from pramdna simply on verbal grounds, namely that 
people use the word smrti (memory) to denote knowledge produced 
merely from impressions ( samskdra-widtra-jannuinah) and dis¬ 
tinguish it from pramd , or right knowledge, which agrees with its 
objects 1 . 

The Jains, however, consider the indication of the object as 
revealed to us ( arthopadarsakatva ) as pramd , and in this they differ 
from the Buddhist view which defines pramd as the actual getting 
of the object ( artha-prapakatva ), The Jains hold that the actual 
getting of the object is a result of pravrtti , or effort to get it, and not 
of pramdna 2 . Though through an effort undertaken at the time of 
the occurrence of knowledge and in accordance with it one may 
attain the object, yet the function of jndna consists only in the 
indication of the object as revealed by it 3 . Pramd is therefore 
according to the Jains equivalent to svartha-paricchitti, or the out¬ 
lining of the object, and the immediate instrument of it, or 
pramdna , is the subjective inner flash of knowledge, leading to such 
objective artha-paricchitti, or determination of objects 4 . Of course 
svdrtha-paricchitti appears to be only a function of jndna and thus 
in a sense identical with it, and in that way pramdna is identical 
with jnana. But it is because the objective reference is considered 

1 prama-sadhanam hi pramdnam na ca smrtih pramd lokadhlnavadharano hi 
sabdartha-sambandhah. lokaf ca samskdra-matra-janmanah smrter anydm upala- 
bdkim arthavyabhicarinlm pramdm dcasfe tasmdt tad-dhetuh pramdnam iti na 
smrti-hetu-prasatigah . Tdlparya-fika, p. 14. 

2 pravrtti~m.uld tupadeyartha-praptir na pramdriddhind tasydh puru$eccha- 
dhina-pravrtti-prabhavatvdt. Prameya~kamala-martanda , p. 7. 

3 yady apy anekasrndt jndna-ksandt pravrttau artha-prdptif tathdpi paryd- 
locyamdnam artha-pradarsakatvam eva jndnasya prapakatvam ndnyat. Ibid . 

The reflection made here against the Buddhists is hardly fair; for by pravart- 
takatva they also mean pradariakatva, though they think that the series of activities 
meant by pramana-vyapdra is finally concluded when the object is actually got. 
The idea or vijfidna only shows the object, and, when the object is shown, the 
effort is initiated and the object is got. The actual getting of the object is im¬ 
portant only in this sense, that it finally determines whether the idea is correct 
or not; for when the object which corresponds exactly to the idea is got the idea 
can be said to be correct. Nyaya-bindu~nkd , pp. 3, 4. 

4 anya-nirapek$ataya svdrtha-paricchittisddhakataviatvdd jndnam eva pra¬ 
mdnam. Prameya-kamala-martanda, p, 5. 
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~here to be the essence of pramd, that jndna, or the inner revelation 
of knowledge, is regarded as its instrument or pramdna and the 
external physical instruments or accessories to the production of 
knowledge noted by the Nyaya are discarded. It is the self¬ 
revelation of knowledge that leads immediately to the objective 
reference and objective determination, and the collocation of other 
accessories (sdkalya or sdmagri) can lead to it only through know¬ 
ledge 1 . Knowledge alone can therefore be regarded as the most 
direct and immediately preceding instrument (sadhakatama). For 
similar reasons the Jains reject the Samkhya view of pramdna as the 
functioning of the senses (aindriya-vrtti) and the Prabhakara view 
of pramdna as the operation of the knower in the knowing process 
beneath the conscious level 2 . 

It is interesting to note in this connection that the Buddhist 
view on this point, as explained by Dharmottara, came nearer the 
Jain view by identifying pramdna and pramdna-phala in jndna 
(“knowledge”). Thus by pramdna Dharmottara understands the 
similarity of the idea to the object, arising out of the latter’s in¬ 
fluence, and the idea or jndna is called the pramdna-phala, though 
the similarity of the idea to the object giving rise to it is not different 
from the idea itself 3 . The similarity is called here pramdna, because 
it is by virtue of this similarity that the reference to the particular 
object of experience is possible; the knowledge of blue is possibly 
only by virtue of the similarity of the idea to the blue. 

The Madhva definition of pramdna as yathdrtham pramdnam 
means that by which an object is made known as it is. The instru¬ 
ment which produces it may be external sense-contact and the like, 
called here the anupramana corresponding to the sdmagri of the 
Nyaya, and the exercise of the intuitive function of the intuitive 
sense (kevala pramdna ) of saksi, which is identical with self. Thus 
it combines in a way the subjective view of Prabhakara and the 
Jains and the objective view of the Nyaya. 

1 For other Jain arguments in refutation of the samagri theory of pramana 
in the Nyaya see Prameya«kamala~mdrtanda , pp. 2-4.. 

a etenendriya~vrttih pramdnam ity abhidadhanah samkhyafi pratydkhyatali... 

etenaPrabhdkaro'py artha-tathdtzia-prakdsakQjfidtr-vydpdro’jridna-rupQ’pipramd* 

tta?n iti pratipadayan prativyudhcih patipattavyah, Ibid, p, 6. 

3 ywti tar hi jhdnam pramiti-riipatvdt pramana-phalam kirn tarhi pramdnam 
ity aha; avthena saha yat sarupyam sddrsyam asya jndnasya tat pramdnam ihd ,. 
nanu ca jHanad avyatiriktam sddrsyam: tathd ca sati tad eva jhdnam pramdnam 
tad eva pramdna-phalam. Nydya~bindu-tlka> p. 18. 
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Svatah-pramanya (self-validity of knowledge). 

In the system of Madhva the doctrine of self-validity { svatah 
pramanya) means the consideration of any knowledge as valid by 
the intuitive agent ( saksi ) which experiences that knowledge with¬ 
out being hindered by any defects or any other sources of obstruc¬ 
tion 1 2 . The saksi is an intelligent and conscious perceiver which can 
intuitively perceive space and distance, and when the distance is 
such as to create a suspicion that its defect may have affected the 
nature of perception, the intelligent intuitive agent suspends its 
judgment for fear of error, and we have then what is called doubt 
{samsayaf. Vyasa Yati, in his Tarka-tandava , expresses the idea in 
the language of the commentator of the Tattva-nirnaya by saying 
that it is the saksi that is capable of comprehending both the know¬ 
ledge and its validity, and even when obstructed it still retains its 
power, but does not exercise it 3 . When there is an illusion of 
validity (prdmanya-bhrama\ the saksi remains inactive and the 
manas, being affected by its passions of attachment, etc., makes a 
mis-perception, and the result is an illusory perception. The 
operation of the saksi comprehending the validity of its knowledge 
is only possible when there is no obstruction through which its 
operation may be interfered with by the illusory perceptions of 
manas . Thus, though there may be doubts and illusions, yet it is 
impossible that the saksi , experiencing knowledge, should not at the 
same time observe its validity also, in all its normal operations when 
there are no defects; otherwise there would be no certainty any¬ 
where. So the disturbing influence, wherever that may be, affects 
the natural power ( sahaja sakti) of the saksi, and the doubts and 
illusory perceptions are created in that case by the manas. But, 

1 do$ddy-apratiruddhena j ndna-grdhaka-sdkpind 
svatastvam jndnamanatvanirniti-niyamo hi nah. 

Yukti-mallikdy I. 3x1. 

2 yato duratva-do$ena sva-gfhltena kunthitak, 

na ni&cinoti pmmanyam tatra jnana-grahdpi sva deia-stha-viprakarso 
hi duratvatfi 

sa ca saksindvagra hitum sakyate yasmad dkdsavydkrlo hyasau. 

Ibid . 1. 313, 314. 

8 $ak$yena jhdnam tat-pram&nyam ca vi^ayikartuip k§amak, kintu pratibaddho 
jndnamdtrani grhltvd taUpramanya-grahanaya na kramate . Tarka-tandava, p. 7. 

Raghavcndra-tirtha, in commenting on this, writes: prdmanyasya sahaja - 
sakti-vifayatvarfl pratihandha-sthale yogyatd asti. 
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Svatah-prarnanya (self-validity of knowledge ) 

jr there are no distracting influences at work, the^ sdfy$ 
comprehends knowledge and also its validity 1 , 

The problem of self-validity of knowledge in Mimamsa arid 
Vedanta has already been briefly discussed iri the first volume of the 
present work 2 . A distinction is made between the way in which the 
notion that any'knowledge is valid arises in us of is cognized by us 
{svatahprdmdnyafnapti) arid we become aware of the validity of 
our awareness, arid way in which such validity arises by itself 
from considerations of the nature of objective grounds (svatah- 
pramanyotpatti). The former relates.to the subjective and spon¬ 
taneous intuitive belief that our perceptions or inferences are true; 
the latter relates' to the theory which objectively upholds the view 
that the c^ditions which have given rise to knowledge also by its 
very production certify its truth. The word prdmdnya in svatah- 
prdmdnya is used in the sense of pramdtva or true certainty. 

According to the difference of epistemological position the 
nature of the subjective apperception of the validity of our know¬ 
ledge differs. Thus, the followers of Prabhakara regard knowledge 
as self-luminous, meaning thereby that any moment of the revela¬ 
tion of knowledge involves with it the revelation of the object and 
the subject of knowledge. Any form of awareness (jndna~grdhaka) y 
such as “I am aware of the jug,” would according to this view 
carry with it also the certainty that such awareness is also true, 
independent of anything else ( jMna-grdhakatiriktdnapelisatvain ). 
The followers of Kumarila, however, regard knowledge (jnana) as 
something transcendent and non-sensible (atindriya) which can 
only be inferred By a mental state of cognition ( jndtatd ), such as 
“ I am aware of the jug,” and on this view, since the mental state is 
the only thing cognized, knowledge is inferred from it and the 
validity attaching to it can be known only as a result of such 
inference. Since there is a particular form of awareness (jndtatd) 
there must be valid knowledge. The validity attaching to knowledge 
can only be apparent, when there is an inference; it is, therefore, 
dependent on an inference made by reason of the awareness 
( jndtatd) of the particular form ( ydvat-svdsraydmmiti-grdhyatvam ). 

1 mattasa kvacid apramdydm apiprdmariya-grahena sarvatra tenaiva prdmdnya - 
grahane asvarasa-prasangena pramci-rupesu grhita-tat~tat-prdmdnye asvarasya 
niyamena yathdrthasya prmndnya-grdhakasya sdkfino avasyam apeksitatvdt . 
Bhdva-vildsini, p. 50 (by Surottama-tirtha on Yukti-mallikd). 

2 A History of Indian Philosophy , Vol. *, pp. 268 n., 372-5, 484. 
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sis of the situation produced when we know an object as 
it appears consists on this view in this, that it distinguishes know¬ 
ledge as a permanent unit which in association with the proper 
sense-contact, etc., produces the particular kinds of awareness in¬ 
volving specific and individual objectivity ( visayata or karmatd), 
such as “I know a jug*” In this view objectivity, being the product 
of knowledge, cannot be identified with knowledge. It should be 
noted that, objectivity {visayata) remaining the same (e.g., “a jug 
on the ground” is not the same as “ground on the jug,” though the 
objectivity of the connected jug and ground is the same), there may 
be important differences in the nature of such objectivity through 
a difference of relations. In such cases the view held is that 
objectivity is different from knowledge; knowledge is the invariant 
( nitya ) entity; objectivity remaining the same, a difference of rela¬ 
tions {prakdrata) may give rise to a difference in the nature of 
awareness ( jndtata ); each jndtata or awareness means therefore 
each specific objectivity with its specific relations; it is only this 
jndtata that is directly and immediately perceived. Knowledge is 
therefore a transcendent entity which cannot be intuited (< atmdriya ), 
but can only be inferred as a factor conditioning the awareness. 
The rise of an awareness gi ves rise to the notion of its validity and 
the validity of knowledge ( jndna ) which lias conditioned it 1 . The 
necessity of admitting a transcendent existence of jndna, apart from 
the varying states of awareness, is due probably to the desire to 
provide a permanent subjective force, jndna, which, remaining 
identical with itself, may ultimately determine all states of aware¬ 
ness. Another important Mimamsa exponent, Murari Mi^ra, 
thinks that the objective knowledge (e.g., knowledge of a jug) is 
followed by the subjective self-consciousness, associating the know¬ 
ledge of the object with the self (< anuvyavasdya ), and it is this 
anuvyavasdya which determines the final form of knowledge re¬ 
sulting in the intuition of its own validity 8 . A general definition to 

* Bhatla-cintamani, by Gaga Bhatta, PP- i6~i8. The inference, however, as 
MathuranStha points out in his commentary on the Tattva-cintdmani on 
pramanya-vada (p. 144), is not of the form, as iyam jndtata ghafatvavati gkatatva- 
prakdraka-jndna-janyd ghafatvavati ghatatva-prakdraka~jndtatdtvdt > but as aham 
jndnavdn jndtatdvattvdL 

3 jnanasyattndriyataydpratyak§d-sambhavena sva-janya-jndtatd~lingakdnumiti - 
sdntagrJ $va-ni$tha~prdmdnya-nikayitd iti Bhdttdh; jndtata ca jndta iti prafiti- 
siddho jndnoajanya-visaya-samaveUih prdka tydparandmd atirikta-padarthavisesah. 
Mathur&natha on Pramdna-vada-rahasya of the Tattva-cintdmani, p. 126 
(Asiatic Society's edition). 
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er all these three types of svatah-prdmdnya of Prabhakara, 
Rumania Bhatta and Murari Misra is given by Gangesa in his 
Tattva-cintdmani as follows: the validity of any knowledge (except 
in the case where a knowledge is known to be false, e.g., this know¬ 
ledge of silver is false) is communicated by the entire system of 
collocations giving rise to that knowledge and by that alone 1 . 
Vyasa-tirtha, in discussing the value of this definition, points out 
several defects in its wording and criticizes it. by saying that the 
condition imposed, that the knowledge should be communicated 
by the same system of collocating circumstances that produces the 
validity, is defective in defining the svatah-prdmdnya position, since 
the condition is fulfilled even on the paratah-prdmdnya theory; for 
there also the conditioning circumstances which communicate to 
us the validity of any knowledge are the same which make the rise 
of knowledge possible 2 . The definition of self-validity proposed by 
Vyasa-tirtha agrees with the second alternative definition given by 
Gangesa in his Tattva-cintdmani: it dispenses with the necessity of 
admitting the collocating circumstances or conditions as producing 
knowledge; it defines self-validity of knowledge as that charac¬ 
teristic of it which is not grasped by any knowledge having for its 
object the matter of which the validity is grasped, i.e., the same 
knowledge which grasps an object does in the same act, without 
entering into any further mediate process, grasp its validity as 
well 3 . It will be seen that such a view is different from that of the 
Bhatta and Mi£ra views of self-validity; for on the Bhatta view self¬ 
validity is affirmed of knowledge which can. be inferred only and 
not directly taken with a specific awareness (as “I know this jug”), 
and in the MiSra view self-validity is affirmed only as a result of 
anuvyavasdya , associating the cognition with the self (as “ I know ”) 4 . 

1 tad-aprdmdnya-grdhaha-ydvaj-jndna-grdhaha-sdmagri-grdhyatvam. Ibid . 
p. 122. The jndna-grdhaka-sdmagfl is, however, different with the three Mlmamsa 
views, viz., self-luminous knowledge in the case of Prabhakara, inference in the 
case of Bhattas and self-consciousness as anuvyavasdya in the case of Murari 
Mt6ra. 

a tathd ca ydvati prdmdnyavifayikd sdmagrl tad-grahyatvani svalastvam ity 
uktarn syat; tathd ca etddrsasvatastvasya paratastvapak$ayd sattvdt sicidha- 
sadhamm. Tarka-tandava, p. 12. 

3 taj-jitdna-vimyaka-jndndjanya-jndna~vi$ayatvctm eva svatastvam. Tarka - 
tdndava, p. 15, and Tattva-cintdmani, p. 122. 

4 The above definition of svatah~prdma$ya, agreed to by Vyasa-tirtha, has 
been given in the Tattva-cintdmani as a definition in which there is a general 
agreement in. the views of the three schools of MimSrpsa ( mata-traya-sadhdmiia ); 
it involves a special interpretation of the word jndna-visaya in taj-jndna~vi$ayaka 
£Ls jndn&nubandhi~vi$ayatdsraya (see MathurSlnatha’s commentary, p. 144). 
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yasa-tlrtha emphasizes the view that in the absence of faults and 
doubts ( dosa-sankadina andskanditah ) the subjective realization of 
an objective fact carries validity with it. He points out that it is not 
correct to say that sense-contact with a larger surface of the object 
can be regarded as the cause why the knowledge so produced is 
considered as valid; for it is well known that in spite of such sense- 
contact there may be error, if there are the defects {dosa) which 
render mal-observation possible. So it is better to hold that the 
validity of knowledge arises from the datum of knowledge ( jnana - 
samagri ) itself. Sense-contact is useful only when there are doubts 
and other obstructions in the production of knowledge; but it does 
not by itself produce validity of knowledge 1 . Even the absence of 
defects is not the cause of the validity of knowledge; for the absence 
of defects is only a negative factor, which-is no doubt necessary, but 
is not by any means the constitutive element of the positive realiza¬ 
tion of self-validity, which proceeds immediately and directly from 
the datum of knowledge 2 . Even in spite of the presence of defects 
there might by chance be true knowledge 3 . All illusory knowledge, 
however, is due to the presence of defects {dosa) ; for in that case 
the object of which a knowledge is produced is not before us, and 
there is no actual sense contact with it. So the followers of Madhva 
hold the theory of paratah-aprdmanya , which in their view means 
that all cases of invalid knowledge are due to sources (namely 
dosas or defects) other than the datum of knowledge 4 . .Yadiraja 
points out in this connection in his Yukti-mallikd that the absence 
of defect, being a qualifying characteristic of the datum of know¬ 
ledge, cannot by itself .be regarded as an independent cause of right 
knowledge. In most cases of perception under normal conditions 
we have right knowledge, and it is only in special circumstances 
that there comes doubt and the necessity of scrutiny is realized. 
If in every step of knowledge there were doubt regarding its 
validity, then there would be an infinite regress ( anavastha ), and 
hence we could never feel the validity and certainty of any know¬ 
ledge 5 . Yyasa-tlrtha als'6 emphasizes the infinite regress on any 


1 Tarha-tandava, ppf$3~90. 
do$cibhavasyapek$itatve' pi prama-janana-saktih sahaya. 


5 uktarfl hi Vipiu-taUva-tiirnaya-tikdydm do$dbhavo*pi na prdmdnya-karanam , 
yddrcchika-mnwadadisu saty api dose prama-jndnodayat. Ibid . p. 89. 

‘ 4 Ibid. p. 98. Also Vi$nu-tattva-nirnaya, p. 2. 

5 Yukti-malliktiJL 343-70 and Bhava-vilcisinl of Surottama-tlrtha on the same. 
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view like that of the Nyaya, where the validity of knowledge has 
to be determined by subsequent tests from without (paratastva- 
numana). He points out that the realization of the validity of our 
knowledge leads us to action ( pratnanya-niscayasya pravart- 
akatvam ) 1 . But, if the validity of each knowledge has to be tested 
by another, we have naturally an infinite regress 2 . The self- 
conscious self ( sakst ), however, knows its states, its pleasures and 
pains directly and immediately, and there is no possibility of doubt 
in such cases of undoubted self-validity of knowledge. 

Illusion and Doubt. 

The above discussion of self-validity of knowledge naturally 
leads us to enquire concerning the Madhva theory of illusion and 
the way in which it refutes the other theories of illusion accepted 
by other schools of Indian Philosophy. Illusion is in Madhva’s 
system of Philosophy knowing of an object in a manner different 
from what it is {anyathd-vijndnam eva bhrantih), and the contradic¬ 
tion ( badha ) of illusion consists in the knowing of the illusory form 
as false through the rise of the right knowledge (samyag-jndna). 
What this means is that this illusion is a knowledge in which one 
entity appears as another; that which is non-existent appears as 
existent, and that which is existent appears as non-existent 3 . The 
illusions are produced by the senses affected by the defects. The 
defects do not only obstruct; they can also cause a wrong repre¬ 
sentation of the object, so they are not only responsible for 
non-observation, but also for mal-observation. Now the point 
arises that that alone can be an object of knowledge which can in 
some way affect its production; in an illusory knowledge of silver 
in respect of conch-shell, the silver, being non-existent, cannot 
have any part in producing the knowledge and therefore cannot be 
an object of knowledge. To this Jaya-tirtha replies that even a non¬ 
existent entity may be an object of knowledge; we all infer past 
events and refer things to persons who have long ceased to exist. 
In such cases the non-existent entities may be said not to have 
produced the knowledge, but to have determined ( nirupaka ) it 4 . 
Such determination, it may be held, does not presuppose the im¬ 
mediate existence of that entity, since it may well be considered as 

2 Ibid . pp. 46-^0. 

* Ibid. p. 48, 


1 Tarka-tandava, pp. 41-6. 
8 Nyaya-sudhd , p. 46, 
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to the idea, concept or knowledge produced, without having 
reference to the presence or existence of any corresponding ob¬ 
jective entity. It may be objected that in the case of the visual 
perception of an object, it is definite that it is produced by the 
object through sense-contact; but in the case of illusion of silver in 
the conch-shell the silver is really absent, and therefore it cannot 
have any sense-contact, and consequently no visual perception of 
it is possible. The answer given to this objection is that it is the 
affected visual organ that, being in contact with conch-shell, causes 
the rise of a cognition representing it as a piece of silver which did 
not exist at all 1 . It ought not to be argued, says Jaya-tiirtha, that, if 
there can be knowledge without an object, then no knowledge can 
be trustworthy; for as a rule knowledge is self-valid (autsargikam 
jnanandm pramanymn). The self-conscious agent ( sakst ) perceives 
and certifies to itself the validity of the mental states without the 
mediation of any other process or agent. This direct certitude or 
M belief as true/’ realized by ourselves in our capacities as conscious 
perceivers in every case where the knowledge produced is not 
affected or influenced by defects which cause mal-observation and 
non-observation, is what is understood as the self-validity of know¬ 
ledge 2 . In the case of an illusory perception (e.g., of a piece of 
conch-shell as silver) there is an. appearance of one thing as another, 
and that this is so is directly perceived or felt (anuhhava ); had it not 
been that a piece of conch-shell was perceived as silver, why should 
a man who sought silver stoop to pick up the conch-shell? The 
illusory perception of silver does not differ in appearance from a 
case of a real perception of silver. 

Jaya-tirtha, in arguing against the Mimamsa view of illusiQn of 
conch-shell-silver as consisting of the memory of silver and the 
perception of conch-shell and the inability to distinguish between 
them, says that the appearance of silver in such cases has none of 
the characteristics of memory, and the activity generated by this 
false belief cannot be explained merely by the supposition of a 
non-distinction of difference between a memory-image and a visual 
percept. A mere negation involving the non-distinction of two 
entities cannot lead anyone to any definite choice. Moreover, if one 

1 suktikd-sannikrstam dustam indriyam tam eva atyantdsadrajatdtmena 
avagraharndnarn jnanam janayati. Nyaya-sudha, p. 48. 

2 Ibid, p. 48. 
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is conscious of the memory-image as what it is and of the percept 
as what it is, then how is it that their difference is not realized? 

Against the explanation of illusion by the Sankara school 
Jaya-tirtha urges that the view that conch-shell-silver is inde¬ 
scribable or indefinite (anirvacya) is also not correct, for such an 
indescribable character would mean that it is neither existent, nor 
non-existent, nor neither existent-nor-existent. Of these the first 
and the last alternatives are accepted on the Madhva view also. The 
second view cannot be correct; for it cannot be denied that even 
the non-existent silver did appear to us as being before us. It can 
be replied that such an appearance was due to the presence of the 
defect; for that which was non-existent could not be the object of 
knowledge, and, as the followers of Sankara think that the know¬ 
ledge of the locus ( adhisthana), the “this,” is a true mental state, 
how can any defect interfere? 1 If it is indescribable, why should 
conch-shell-silver appear as existent at the time of perception and 
non-existent later on, and why should it not appear as indescribable 
at any time? Moreover, the Sankarite will find it immensely dif¬ 
ficult to explain what non-existence is. 

Vadiraja points out in his Yukti-malUka that in ordinary per¬ 
ception the eye comes into contact with an entity, the “this” before 
it, which may be regarded as the substantive (visesya), and by 
grasping the substantive, the entity, its character as “jug” is also 
grasped, because the one is associated in a relation of identity with 
the other. But in illusory perception the character “silver” is not 
associated with the substantive “this,” and hence through sense- 
contact with the “this,” the conch-shell, the silver cannot be 
known; and hence such illusory knowledge can only be explained 
by supposing it to be due to the presence of defects. So the data of 
knowledge (jndna-sdmagri) in the case of right knowledge and 
illusory knowledge are different; in the case of the former we have 
the ordinary datum of knowledge, whereas in the case of the latter 
we have an extraneous influence, namely that of dosa. And absence 
of dosa, being but the natural characteristic of any datum of 
knowledge, cannot be regarded as an extraneous cause of right 
knowledge 2 . 

1 maya-vadi~mate adhisthafia-jndnasya antahkarana-vrttitvena satyatvdn na 
dosa-janyatvant. Ibid. p. 55. 

2 Yukti-mallikd , Guna-saurabha, slokas 460-500. 
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Right knowledge, it should be observed, is distinguished from 
two other kinds of knowledge, namely illusory knowledge (vipa- 
ryaya) and doubt ( sarniaya ), by virtue of the fact that it alone can 
lead to a definite and settled action 1 . Some say that doubt may be 
considered to be of five kinds 2 . The first is due to the observation 
of common characteristics of two objects; thus, finding an object 
at some distance to be as high as a man, one might be led to re¬ 
member both the stump of a tree and a man, and, not being able to 
distinguish the special features of each, viz., the holes, the rough 
and hard surface, etc. (in the case of the tree) and the movement of 
the head, hands and feet (in the case of a man), one would naturally 
doubt “is it the stump of a tree, or a man?” Again, seeing that the 
special characteristic (asadkdrano dharma) of akasa is sound, one 
might doubt if sound ( sabda) is eternal as sound. Again, seeing that 
followers of Samkhya and VaiSesika quarrel ( vipratipatti) regarding 
the physical nature (bhautikatva) of the senses, there may be doubt 
whether the senses are physical or not. Again, when after digging 
a well we find ( upalabdhi ) water, there may be a doubt whether the 
water was already there and only manifested by the digging 
operation, or whether it was non-existent but produced by the 
digging operation. Again there maybe a rumour that a ghost resides 
in a certain tree, but, when we go to it and do not see ( anupalabdhi) 
it, there may be a doubt whether the ghost really was there and was 
not seen by reason of its power of rendering itself invisible, or 
whether it did not exist at all in the tree. Others, however, include 
the fouxth and the fifth views, those of finding and not finding 
( upalabdhi and anupalabdhi), within the first type, viz., that of the 

1 avadharanatvam ca mskampa-pravrtti-janana-yogyatvam. Janardana’s 
Jay a- tlrtha-vij ay a (a commentary on the Pramana -paddhati ), p. 10. 

2 VatsySyana, in interpreting Nydya-sutra , I. i, 23, thinks that doubt is of 
five kinds, viz., through samana-dharnia, aneka-dharma, vipratipatti , upalabdhi 
and anupalabdhi , the first two being objective occurrences of common and 
uncommon features, and the last two subjective conditions of presence and 
absence of knowledge. The examples as given by him are the same as have been 
given Jpelow. Uddyotakara, however, interprets the above rule to refer only to 
the first three types of doubt, viz., samdna-dharrnopapatti, aneka-dhamwpapatti 
and vipratipatti (Nyaya-varitika t pp, 87, 96-9). KanSda, in his Vaisesika-sutras , 
(n. 11. 17, 18, 19, 20) speaks of doubt as being of two kinds, internal (e.g,, when 
anyone doubts whether the predictions of the astrologer, which were found true 
in some cases and false in others, are likely to be correct in any particular case) 
and external (e.g., when one doubts whether a stump before him is a tree or a 
man). External doubt is again of two kinds, (i) when the object is seen in totality, 
and (ii) when a part of it only is seen. Nyaya-kandah , pp. 175-6. 
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perception of common characteristics (sddharana dharma) } and thus 
hold that there are only three kinds of doubt 1 .' Jaya-tlrtha, however, 
thinks that the other two varieties, that of the special characteristics 
(asadhdrana dhama) and that of conflicting views (vipratipatti) 
may also be included in the first type; for a special characteristic 
cannot by itself lead to the remembering of two objects leading to 
doubt. To know that sound is the special characteristic of dkaia is 
not to remember any two objects between which there may be 
doubt, and doubt must be preceded by the remembering of two 
objects. Common characteristics may either be positive or 
negative. Thus space ( dkdsa ) has a set of characteristics which are 
not to be found in eternal things and a set of characteristics which 
are not to be found in non-eternal things {nitya~vydvrttatva~ 
visistam dkdsa-gunatvam and anitya-vydvrttatva<)iJistam dkdsa - 
gunatvam ). There may be doubt whether sound, which is a special 
characteristic of dkd&a, is one of those qualities which the dkdsa has 
in common with eternal things or with non-eternal things. Thus, 
this doubt also is to be classed with doubts of the first type, viz., 
that of the perception of common features. The followers of 
Madhva, by virtue of their theory of specific particulars (vise$a) } 
can agree to the existence of two opposite sets of qualities in a thing. 
So, in the case of conflicting views {vipratipatti) also, the doubt may 
be said to rise through perception of the common qualities in 
physical and non-physical objects, so that one might very well 
doubt whether the senses, on account of certain qualities which 
they have in common with physical objects, are physical or whether, 
on account of the other qualities which they have in common with 
non-physical objects, are non-physical. So on Madhva’s system 
doubt is of one kind only. Jaya-tlrtha says that the followers of the 
Vateesika think that apart from doubt and illusion ( viparyaya ) 
there are two kinds of false knowledge, viz., uncertainty (< anadhya - 
vasdya) and dreams. Uncertainty is different from doubt; for it is 
not an oscillation between two entities, but between an infinite 
number of possibilities, e.g., what is this tree called? Jaya-tlrtha 
says that uncertainty in such cases cannot be called knowledge at 
all; it is a mere enquiry {sa?njna~visayam jijndsa-mdtram) : thus, 
though I know that this tree is different from many other trees 

1 This is Uddyotakara’s view of Nydya-sUtra, I. i. 33, as has been mentioned 
before. 
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wiixch I know, I still do not know its name and enquire about it. 
Most dreams are due to sub-conscious memory impressions and 
so far as these are there they are not false; the error consists in our 
conceiving these, which are mere memory images, as actually 
existing objectively at the time; and this part is therefore to be 
considered as illusion ( viparyaya ). Probability ( sambhavand , also 
called uha) is also to be considered as a kind of doubt, in which the 
chance of one of the entities is greater than that of the other (e.g., 
“it is very probable that that is the man who was standing outside 
the house”) 1 . 

It is evident from the above that doubt is here considered only 
as a mental state of oscillation; its importance in stimulating 
philosophical enquiry and investigation, its relations to scepticism 
and criticism are wholly missed. The classifications of Vatsyayana, 
Uddyotakara and Kanada are of hardly any philosophical im¬ 
portance. This being so, it is much better to take doubt in the way 
in which Jaya-tirtha has done. 

Defence of Pluralism (Bheda) 2 . 

The difference between God and the individual (jwa) is per¬ 
ceived on our side by us and on God’s side by Him. We know we 
are different from Him, and He knows that Pie is different from us; 
for, even though we may not perceive God, we may perceive our 
difference in relation to Him; the perception of difference does not 
necessarily mean that that from which the difference is perceived 
should also be perceived; thus even without perceiving a ghost one 
can say that he knows that a pillar is not a ghost 3 . 

Again, the difference of the individuals from Brahman can also 
be argued by inference, on the ground that the individuals are 
objects of sorrow and suffering, which the Brahman is not 4 . And, 
since the Brahman and the individuals are permanent eternal 
entities, their mutual difference from each other is also eternal and 
real. It is argued that the suffering of sorrow belongs to the limited 

1 Pramana-paddhati, pp. 10-13; also Jaya-tirtha-vijaya thereon. 

2 The materials of this section are taken from Vyasa-tlrtha’s Bhedojflvana and 
the Vyakhya-sarkara of Srinivasa. 

8 sapratiyogika-padartha-pratyakse na pratiyogi-pratyaksam tantram... 
stambhah pisdco na tty cidau vyabhicardt. Bhedojjvvana, p. 13. 

* jtvo brahma - pratiyogika - dharmi -sattd- samdna - sattdka - bhedddhtkaranam 
brahmanyanusamhita-duhkhdnusarndhatftvSd vyatirekena brahmavat. Ibid. p. 15. 




miST^y 



Defence of Pluralism ( Bheda ) 



soul and not to the pure consciousness; it is this pure consciousness 
which is the individual ( jwa ), and, since the suffering exists only 
so long as there is limitation, the difference ultimately vanishes 
when the limitation vanishes, and cannot therefore be real. But the 
Madhvas do not consider such individuals, limited in nature, to be 
false, and hence the difference depending on their nature is also not 
false* There being an eternal and real difference between the nature 
of the individuals and that of God, namely that the former suffer 
pain while the latter does not, the two can never be identical. The 
individual souls are but instances of the class-concept “soulhood,” 
which is again a sub-concept of substance, and that of being, 
[hough the souls have not the qualities of substances, such as 
colour, etc*, yet they have at least the numerical qualities of one, 
two, three, etc. If this is once established, then that would at once 
differentiate this view from the Sankara view of self as pure self- 
shining consciousness, leading to differenceless monism. The self 
as a class-concept would imply similarity between the different 
selves which are the instances or constituents of the concept, as well 
as difference among them (insomuch as each particular self is a 
separate individual numerically different from all other selves and 
also from God). The supposition of the adherents of the Sankara 
school is that there is no intrinsic difference among the selves, and 
that the apparent difference is due to the limitations of the immedi¬ 
ately influencing entity, the minds or antahkaranas , which is 
reflected in the selves and produces a seeming difference in the 
nature of the selves, though no such difference really exists; but 
Vyasa-tlrtha urges that the truth is the other way, and it is the 
differences of the selves that really distinguish the minds and 
bodies associated with them. It is because of the intrinsic difference 
that exists between two individual selves that their bodies and 
minds are distinguished from each other. The Upanisads also are 
in favour of the view that God is different from the individual 
souls, and the attempt to prove a monistic purport of the Upanisad 
texts, Vyasa-tlrtha tries to demonstrate, may well be proved a 
failure 1 . 

This defence of difference appears, however, to be weak when 
compared with the refutations of difference by Citsukha in his 
Tattva-pradipika, Nrsimhasrama muni in his Bheda-dhikkara , and 


1 He refers to the Upanisad text dvd supantd, etc. 
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others. Citsukha goes directly into the concept of difference and 
all the different possible ways of conceiving it: difference as the 
nature of things ( svarupa ), difference as mutual negation ( anyonya - 
bhava, e.g., the jug is not cloth, the cloth is not a jug), difference as 
distinctness ( prthaktva ), difference as separateness of qualities 
(vaidharmya), and difference as manifested in the variety of 
categories, each of which has its own separate definition ( bhinna- 
laksana-yogitva-bheda ); but Vyasa-tirtha does not make any attempt 
squarely to meet these arguments. A typical example of how the 
notion of difference is refuted by these writers has already been 
given in the first volume of the present work 1 . 

1 A History of Indian Philosophy , Vol. I, p. 462. 




CHAPTER XXVIII 
MADHVA LOGIC 
Perception, 

Pramana has already been defined as true correspondence with 
objects, and it has also been mentioned that it is divided into two 
kinds, kevala-pramana and anu~pramana , Kevala-pramdna is that 
by which direct and immediate intuition, of objects of cognition is 
made; in fact it is both the intuitive process and the intuition. Four 
kinds of such direct intuition are admitted in the Madhya school of 
thought, viz., God’s intuition, intuition of His consort Laksmi , 
intuition of sages (Yogins), intuition of ordinary persons 1 . God’s 
intuition is always correct, independent ( svatantram ), beginningless 
and eternal, perfectly clear and has its scope or field everywhere 
(sarvdrtha-visayakam). Laksmi' s intuition is dependent on Isvara 
and inferior in clearness to His knowledge; it is equally beginning¬ 
less, eternal, and correct, and has for its object everything except 
the entire extent of God Himself. 

The specially efficient knowledge attained by yoga is that which 
belongs to Yogins: these are of three kinds. The first is of those 
st raight sages ( Y)u~yogin ) who deserve Brahmahood. Excepting that 
this kind knows Isvara and Laksmi only partially, it knows every¬ 
thing; this knowledge increases with the increase of yoga, until 
mukti is attained. These sages know of God more than other indi¬ 
vidual souls can do. Next to these comes the knowledge of Gods 
(tdttvika-yogi-jndnam) ; it is inferior in scope to the knowledge of 
Yogins. Next comes the knowledge of ordinary persons, and of 
these also there are three classes in a descending order of merit; 
first, those that deserve liberation, secondly those that suffer re¬ 
birth, thirdly those who are in a still lower state of existence. 
Pramana as intuition (kevala) is to be distinguished from anu- 
pramana , as means of such intuition, which may be of three kinds, 
perception, inference, and testimony of the scriptures {dgama). 
The contact of any faultless sense-organ with a faultless object. 

1 tsvara-jncinam laksml-jnanam yogi~jiianam ayogi-jndnam ceti. Nydya - 
paddhati , p. 16. 
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bjects become faulty through excessive remoteness, excessive 
nearness, excessive smallness, intervening obstruction, being mixed 
up with things similar to them, being manifested, and being similar 
to other things ( sadrsya). Cognitive senses are of two kinds, the 
intuitive faculty of the cognitive agent which is identical with him¬ 
self, and the ordinary cognitive senses of smell, taste, eye, touch, 
ear and manas \ by the power of the intuitive faculty are per¬ 
ceived the self and its qualities, ignorance, manas and its faculties, 
and all sense-knowledge, pleasure, pain, etc., time and space 1 . 
The visual organ is supposed to perceive large objects having 
colour, and manas is the superintendent of all sense-organs and 
the faculty of memory. The faults of manas , in consequence of 
which errors are committed, are the passions and attachments, and 
those of the other senses are diseases like jaundice, etc., and the 
distracting influence of intervening medium, such as glass, etc. 
The ordinary cognitive senses produce the states of manas. The 
sense-organs are like so many instruments which have contact with 
the objects of cognition. The intuitive faculty also by virtue of its 
functions (existing as identical with itself and yet separately by 
virtue of visesa) may be considered to be in contact. The verdict of 
intuitive faculty need not necessarily always be objectively valid, 
though it is always capable of correctly intuiting the contents of 
sense-observations. In God and Yogins it is both subjectivity and 
objectivity in agreement with facts; in ordinary persons it may or 
may not in any particular case be in agreement with the objective 
parts, or, in other words, its contents may or may not correspond 
to objective facts, but it is always correct in intuiting what is 
brought to it by the senses 2 . 

Jaya-tlrtha dispenses with the necessity of sixfold contact as 
advocated by the followers of the Nyaya 3 . This has to be so, 
because the samavaya relation is not admitted in the system of 
Madhva, nor is it admitted that there is any difference between 
things and their qualities ( guna-guny-abheda ). Sense-contact there¬ 
fore takes place according to Jaya-tirtha as one event; on the one 

1 indriya-sabdena jnanendriyam grhyate , tad dvi-vidham, pramdtr-svarupam 
prakrtatfi ca tatra svarupendriyam saksUy ucyate; tasya vi§aya dtma-svaruparn 
tad-dharmah avidya-manas-tad-vrttayah bahyendriya-jnana-mkhadayah kdlavyd - 
krtakdsas ca. Pramana-paddhati , p. 22 « 

2 Ibid. p. 26. 

8 See A History of Indian Philosophy, Vol. 1 (first edition), 334. 


Perception 

hand, because there is no difference between qualities and things, 
on the other because the self and its qualities are directly perceived 
by the intuitive entity and there is no necessity of admitting the 
contact of manas , and hence no need to admit a sixfold contact as 
is proposed by the followers of the Nyaya. 

Again, we know that the Nyaya draws a distinction between 
indeterminate {nirvikalpa) and determinate (savikalpa) knowledge; 
according to this system, indeterminate knowledge means the 
simple cognition of the object in itself without any of the eightfold 
conceptual determinations as regards substance-concept (< dravya - 
vikalpo yathd dandt ), as “the possessor of a stick,” as regards 
quality-concept {guna-vikalpo yathd suklah), as “white”, as regards 
action-concept ■(. kriyd-vikalpo yathd gacehati ), as “he goes”, as 
regards class-concept ( jdti-vikalpo yathd gauh)> as “cow”, as 
regards ultimately distinguishing characteristic {vises a~vikalpo 
yathd visistah paramdnuh\ as “the atoms have ultimate charac¬ 
teristics by virtue of which the sages can distinguish one atom from 
another* 1 , as regards the concept of relation of inseparable in¬ 
herence {samavdya-vikalpo yathd pata-samavdyavantds tanfavah) y 
as “the threads in a piece of cloth”, as regards the concept of name 
{ndma-vikalpo yathd Devadatta ), as “the man Devadatta”, as 
regards the concept of negation {abhdva-vikalpo yathd ghafd - 
bhavavad bhu-talam) y as in “there is no jug on the ground”. But 
Jaya-tirtha says that none of these distinctions between determinate 
and indeterminate perceptions can be accepted, as they are based 
on the assumption of the two categories of specific ultimate 
characteristics ( visesa ) and the relation of inseparable inherence 
(samavdya), both of which are invalid. The name of a percept is 
also known by memory operating at a later moment, and the nega¬ 
tion of an entity is known to depend on the memory of the entity 
itself. Though not all these concepts are produced at the first 
moment of perception, yet, since some of the concepts, such as 
substance, quality, action, etc., are grasped at the first moment of 
perception, there is no reason to suppose the existence of inde¬ 
terminate perception {nirvikalpa pratyaksa). All perception is 
determinate. The Nyaya view that the feeling of usefulness of an 
object or of its being undesirable is the result of perception is not 
correct: for these are obtained by inference 1 . When a man avoids 

1 Nyciya-manjari, pp. 67-71. 
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a thorn, it is because of his past experience that he judges that it 
would cause him pain; when he turns to something which is 
desirable, it is from the inference of the experience of it as having 
felt desirable in the past. 


Inference (Anumana), 

The cause of inference is a faultless reason (through which by 
virtue of its association anything can be ascertained). The nature 
of this association or concomitance is described by Jaya-tlrtha as 
being inseparable concomitance ( amnabhdva ). Vyasa-tirtha urges 
in the Tarka-tandava that this inseparable concomitance ought 
really to mean contradiction of experience leading to inadmissible 
assumption or implication {anupapatti). When anything experienced 
in a particular space-time relation must be invalid except on the 
asfjumption of some other thing, in some other space-time relation, 
it must be admitted that such a particular relation subsisting be¬ 
tween the two is a relation of concomitance (vydpti), leading to the 
inference of the latter through the former 1 . 

Vyasa-tirtha urges that this view of inference has also been 
supported by Madhva in his Pramana-laksana, where he says 
that the residual method ( parisesa) is the essential method in 
all cases of valid inference 2 . Reduction to absurdity in regard to 
any valid experience is what necessitates the supposition in an 
act of inference. 3 Jaya-tlrtha in his Pramana-paddhati has indeed 
defined concomitance ( vyapti ) as inseparability (avind-hhdva)\ 
this inseparable concomitance cannot be described as being in 
all cases agreement, in absence, i.e., the absence of the reason, 
hetu y in all cases of the absence of the probandum (sddhya)> or the 
inferred entity; for there are cases where, in spite of the absence of 
such negative instances, inference is possible, e.g., sound is ex¬ 
pressible on account of its being an object of knowledge; now here 
no such negative instance is available where there would be no 
expression; hence in such cases of impossible-negative (kevatd- 
nvayi) inferences the above definition of concomitance, which 

1 yad-deia-kdla-sambaddhasya yasya yad-de$a~kala-mmbaddhena yena vittd- 
nupapattis tasyiva tena safia vyaptih, Tarka-tandava ( MS., p. i). 

2 parise§o'rthdpatHr anumdnam ity avisesah. Pramdria-laksana and Pramana - 
laksana-tikci, p. 27. 

a anumdnam api dvaiyakanupapattyaivagamakam, Tarka-tdndava (MS.,p. 2). 
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the existence of negative instances for the ascertainment 
of concomitance, would not apply. Also no kind of spatial associa¬ 
tion of the reason and consequence {sadhya) can be urged as being 
an indispensable condition of concomitance: for there can be the 
inference of rain in the upper part of a country from perceiving a 
rise of water in the river in the lower part, and there is no spatial 
contiguity between the reason and consequence. So the main point 
in concomitance determining inference is the reduction of an incon¬ 
trovertible experience into an impossibility, which necessitates the 
assumption of the inferred entity. It is this which has also been 
described as the law of unconditional and invariable association 
( sdhacarya-niyama). In the well-known example of fire and smoke 
what is described as the unconditional and invariable coexistence 
of the absence of smoke in all cases of the absence of fire is also a 
case of reductio ad absurdum (anupapatti ). It would apply with equal 
force in the cases of impossible-negatives {kevalanvayi) ; for there also 
the impossible absence of the consequence would render the reason 
absurd; and hence the assumption of the consequence is necessary. 

Vyasa-tlrtha refutes at great length the definition of inference 
given by Gangesa in his Tattva-cintamani, where he explains 
concomitance as the coexistence of consequence and reason as 
qualified by the fact of the absence of the latter in each case of the 
absence of the former. Had it not been for the fact that in inferences 
of the type of impossible-negatives ( kevalanvayi ) no negative 
instances are available where we might have been acquainted with 
cases of absence of the consequence being also cases of absence of 
the reason ( sadhyabhavavad-avrttitvam ), Gangesa would have been 
glad to define concomitance ( vyapti) as unconditional and invariable 
non-existence of the reason in all cases of the non-existence of the 
consequence {sadhyabhavavad-avrttitvam). But owing to the above 
difficulty Gangesa was forced to define concomitance as coexistence 
{samahadhikaranya) of the consequence and reason where the 
reason is also qualified as the repository of the negation of all 
possible conditions which could invalidate its unconditional and 
invariable relation to the consequence {sadhya) 1 . The insight of 
Gangesa in formulating such a definition consists in this, that he 

1 pratiyogy-asamanadhikarana-yat-samanadhikarcufatyantabhava-pratiyogita- 

vacehedakavacchinnam yan na bhavati tena samam tasya samanadiiikaranyam 
vyaptih. Tattva-cintamani , Part n, p. 100 (ed. 1888, Bibliotheca Indicd). 
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that universal existence of the reason in case of the conse¬ 
quence is alone sufficient for an inference of the latter from the 
former, provided that the reason is pure and unmixed by the 
presence of any other entity. It is the presence of other entities 
mixed with the reason that may invalidate its universal coexistence 
with the consequence; so, if that could be eliminated, then mere 
universal existence of the reason in cases of the consequence would 
be sufficient to establish a relation of concomitance between the 
former and the latter. 

Vyasa-tlrtha, however, points out that the existence of the reason 
in cases of the consequence is not universally valid in all cases of 
inference. Thus in the inference of rain in the upper regions from 
perceiving a rise of water in the river in the lower regions there is 
no spatial coexistence of the reason in the consequence; so also in 
the inference that the constellation Rohini will shortly rise in the 
east because the constellation Krttikd has already risen. In all such 
cases and in all cases of inference the view of reductio ad absurdum 
(anupapatti) can always define concomitance in the best possible 
way and therefore can also serve as the best ground for all kinds of 
inference, including the class known as impossible-negatives 
{kevaldnvayi). For in the example given of that class, “this is 
expressible because it is an object of knowledge”, we can argue that 
the denial of non-expressibility is a necessary postulate for the 
validity of the incontrovertible experience of its being an object 
of knowledge 1 . An objection may be raised that, non-expressibility 
being as fictitious an entity as a round square, there would be no 
meaning in further denying it. To this Vyasa-tlrtha’s reply is that 
negation may apply even to the fictitious and the non-existent 
( aprdmanika )*. 

It is evident that this view of concomitance is a later develop¬ 
ment of theory by Vyasa-tlrtha. For Jaya-tlrtha, in his Pramdna- 
paddhati, describes concomitance as being inseparable existence 
(avindbhava), which he explains as invariable coexistence (sdha- 
carya-niyama) and also as invariable relation ( avyabhicaritah 
sambandhah ) 3 . Janardana, however, in his commentary on the 

1 idam vacyam jneyatvat kevaldnvayi anumdnam . 

2 tatra sddhydbhavasya asattvad eva sadhyabhdve sati sadhanasya yopapattis 
tad abhdva-rupdnupapattefi sattvdt; mamrtate'prdmdnikasydpi nifedha-prati- 
yogitvdt. Tarka-tandava (MS., p. 6). 

8 Pramdna-paddhati, p, 30. 



Inference ( Anumdna) 


<SL 


ramana-paddhati , holds that this sdhacarya-niyama of Jaya-tirtha 
must be interpreted to mean the reductio ad absurdum of Vyasa- 
tlrtha; otherwise it would be evident to all that his view of conco¬ 
mitance has been intended by the above definition of Jaya-tlrtha; 
and he supports his view by pointing out that both in the Pramana- 
laksana and in his commentary on the Pramdna-laksana Jaya-tlrtha 
has included inference by residues ( parisesa ) and implication 
(i arthdpatti) within inference, as he thought that the methods ot 
these are practically methods of inference itself 1 . But this only 
proves that parisesa and arthdpatti are also kinds of inference and 
not that the method of anupapatti involved in them should be 
regarded as being the only possible form of inference. Had he 
thought this to be so, he would certainly have mentioned it and 
would not have limited his definition of concomitance to invariable 
coexistence (sdhacarya-niyama). Chalari-sesacaiya, who faithfully 
follows the footprints of jaya-tlrtha, often repeating his language 
also, explains this invariable coexistence of Jaya-tlrtha as “where 
there is smoke, there is fire”; but he remarks that; this invariable 
coexistence means only the existence of an invariable relation of the 
reason to the consequence (atra sdhacaryarh hetoh sadhyena sam- 
bandha-mdtram vivaksitam :), and not merely existence in the same 
place (sdmdnddhikaranya). Coexistence therefore is said to mean 
here unfailing relation to the consequence (avyabhicarita-sddhya- 
sambandho vyaptih ), and this is vydpti 2 . He also refers to Gangesa’s 
definition of vydpti , noted above, and points out that this definition 
of vydpti would be inapplicable in those instances of inference 
where there is no spatial coexistence (e,g., the inference of rain in 
the upper regions from the rise of water in the river in the lower 
regions) 3 . He points out on the strength of such instances that 
concomitance cannot be defined as coexistence (, sdmdnddhikaranya ), 
but is an unfailing relation which may hold between a cause and an 
effect existing in different places. On the strength of these instances 
Chalari-sesacarya argues in favour of concomitance without co- 

1 anupapatter vyaptitvam ca pramana -laksane pariiesdrthapattih anuma-vise$a 
ity atrdrtkdpattir iva anumdnam api avasyakdnupapattyaiva garnakam ity 
uktatvdU Tarka-tandava (MS,, pp. 1-2). Also Pramdna-laksana-tikd, pp. 5-7. 

Cf. Ganges’s alternative definition of vydpti in the section on Viie?a- 
vyapti: yat-samhandhitmiacchedaka-rupavattvam yasya tasya sa vyaptih , 
Tattva~cintdmani , Part 11, p, 156. 

a tia tu samanadhikarattyam eva. Pramana-candrika , p. 8 a. 
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stence ( vyadhikarana-vydpti ) as being possible, and therefore 
advocates the dropping of the coexistence as a necessary condition 
of concomitance. Vyasa-tlrtha seems to have profited by these 
remarks and, instead of remaining content with “unfailing rela¬ 
tion” of Chalari-sesaearya, explained this “unfailing relation” as 
being the definite relation of reductio ad absurdum (anupapatti) 1 2 . 


Tarka (Ratiocination). 

The determining oscillation constituent in a mental process 
leading to inference is called tarka or uha'K Gautama, in his 
Nydya-siitra, describes it as being ratiocination with a view to 
knowledge of truth, involving attempt at determination of any fact 
as possessing a particular character, based on a proper enquiry 
regarding the cause of such a determination. Thus there is a desire 
to know the truth about the nature of selves as knowers. Are they 
produced or are they uncreated? If they were created, they would 
suffer destruction, like all created things, and would not suffer or 
enjoy the fruits of their own deeds. If they are uncreated, they may 
very well continue to exist for ever to suffer or enjoy the fruits of 
their deeds and undergo rebirth. So the self which undergoes 
rebirth and enjoys or suffers the fruits of all its deeds must neces¬ 
sarily be uncreated 3 * * * * 8 . Vatsyayana says that tarka is neither included 
within the accepted pramanas nor is it a separate pramana, but is a 

1 Pramana-candrika, pp. 8 a, 9 

2 uhatvam ca manasatva-vyapyo jdti-viie$ah ** tarkaydmi ” ity anubhava- 

siddhah. Viivan&tha-vrtti> 1, p. 40. 

Tarka is used in the sense of Uha by Jayanta also in the Nyaya-manjart, 

p. 586. Jayanta says that its function as Hha consists in weakening the chances 
of the weak alternative, thereby strengthening the probability of the stronger 

alternative and so helping the generation of a valid knowledge of the certainty of 

the latter alternative. The meaning of tarka here must be distinguished from the 
meaning ** inference” (anwndna), which it has in Brahma-siitra, 11. 1. 12 ( tarka - 
prati$thanat. ..), and also from its use as the science of logic (anvtkfikt), one of the 
fourteen subjects of learning (vidyd-sthana). Ydjnavalkya-smrti, I. 3; also 
Nyaya-manjarl , pp. 3-4. Uha is -with Samkhya a quality of Buddki and with the 
Mimamsakas it is a process of application of recognized linguistic maxims for 
the determination of the sense of words or of sentences ( yuktycl prayoga- 
nirupanam iihah) ) ibid. p. 588. Here uha is used practically in the sense of 
“ inference ** and is such a pramana. But here in the Nydya uha or tarka stands 
between right knowledge and doubt. Thus Jayanta says: tad e$a mlmdmsaka- 
kalpyamdno nohah pramdna-vyatirekatn eti pramuna-sandehadaidntaralavartl tu 
tarkah kathitoHra sdstre (p. 590). 

8 Nydya-siitra , 1, 1. 40 and Vatsyfiyana’s Vf tti on it. 
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ocess which helps the pramdnas to the determination of true 
knowledge 1 . Ke&avaMisra, in his Tarka-bhasya, is inclined to include 
it: under doubt 2 . But Annam Bhatta, in his Tarka-dipika , says that, 
though tarka should properly be counted under false knowledge 
( viparyaya ), yet, since it helps the pramdnas, it should be separately 
counted 3 . The usefulness of tarka in inference consists in assuring 
the mind of the absence of any cases of failure of existence of the 
reason in the consequence and thereby helping the formation of the 
notation of the concomitance of the reason and the consequence 4 * . 
Visvanatha says that tarka clears away the doubts regarding the 
possible cases of failure (vyabhicdra) of the reason (e.g., if smoke 
existed in any instance where there was no fire, then fire would not 
be the cause of smoke), and thereby renders the knowledge of 
concomitance infallible and so helps the work of inference not in a 
direct, but in an indirect way ( pdramparayaf . Visvanatha further 
adds that such a tarka is of five kinds, namely consideration of the 
fallacy of self-dependence ( dtmdsraya y e.g., if the knowledge of this 
jug is produced by the knowledge of this jug, then it should be 
different from it), mutual dependence (anyonydsraya> e.g., if this jug 
is the object of the knowledge as produced by the knowledge, then 
it should be different from this jug), circle ( cakraka , if this jug is 
produced by something else produced by this jug, then it should 
be different from anything produced by something else produced 
by this jug), vicious infinite (< anavasthd , e.g., if the class concept 
“jug” refers to all jugs, it*cannot refer to things produced by the 
jug), contradictory experience ( pramdna-hddhitdrthaka-prasanga , 
e.g., if smoke exists where there is no fire, then it could not be 
produced by fire, or if there was no fire in the hill, there would be 
no smoke in it) 6 . 

1 tarko na pramdna-samgrhtto na pramdndntaram; 
pramdndnam anugrahakas tattva-jnandya parikalpyate. 

Vdtsydyana-bhapya, r. i. i. 

2 Tarka~bhd$ya y p. 44, 4 Tarka-dlpikd, p. 88. 

3 vyahhicara-jnandbhdva-sampddahatvena tarkasya vydpti-gmhe upayogah, 

Bhavdnandi on Dtdhiti, quoted in Nydya-kosa, footnote, p. 292. 

6 tatha ca dhUmo yadi vahni-vyabhudrl sydt vahni-janyo na sydt ity anena 
vyabhicdra-sankd-nirdse, nirankusena vydpti~jndnena anumitir iti paramparayd 
evdsya upayogah, Visvandtha-vrtti , I. 1. 40. 

6 Each of the first three has three varieties, according as it refers to knowledge 
( jnapti ), production ( utpatti) and existence (sthiti). Thus the threefold example 
of dtrndiraya would be (i) etad-ghata-jndnam yady etat-ghata-janyam sydt etad- 
ghafa-bhinnam sydt y (ii) ghato’yam yady etad-ghata-janakah sydt , etad-ghata- 



5!! ;i^Mathuranatha, in explaining the function of tarka in the forma¬ 
tion of the notion of concomitance (- vydpti ), says that, even when 
through noticing the existence of smoke in all known cases of fire 
and the absence of smoke in all those places where there is no fire, 
one decides that smoke is produced by fire or not, it is there that 
tarka helps to remove all legitimate doubts. As Gangesa shows, 
such a tarka would proceed thus: Either smoke is produced by fire 
or it is not produced there. So, if smoke is produced neither by fire 
nor by not-fire, it is not produced at all. If, however, there are the 
doubts whether smoke is from not-fire, or whether it can sometimes 
be where there is no fire, or whether it is produced without any 
cause ( ahetuka ), then none of us can have the notion of inseparable 
existence of fire in all cases of smoke so as to lead us to action 
(sarvatva sva-kriyii- vydgh a tail ) l . A course of thought such as is 
called tarka is helpful to the formation of the notion of conco¬ 
mitance only when a large number of positive and negative cases 
has been actually perceived and a provisional certainty has been 
reached. Even when the provisional certainty is reached, so long 
as the mind is not cleared by the above tarka the series of doubts 
(samiaya-dhdrd) might continue to rise 2 . It cannot be urged, says 
Gangesa, that, even when by the above method the notion of 
concomitance has been formed, there might still arise doubts 
whether fire might not be the cause of smoke or whether smoke 
might be without any cause; for, had it been so, you would not 
always (niyata) make fire when you wanted smoke, or eat when you 
wanted to satisfy your hunger, or use words to carry your ideas to 

bhinnah sydt , (in) ayam ghato yady etad-ghata-vyttih sydt, tathdtvena upalabkyeta. 
Example of anyonyabnya in jfiapti ; ayam ghato yady etad-ghata~jncina-janya- 
jndna-vi$ayah sydt etad-ghata-hhinnah sydt. Example of cakraka in utpatti: 
ghatoyam yady etad-ghafa-janya-janya-janyah syat tadd etad-gha ta-janya- 
janya-bhinnam sydt . Madhava, in his Sawa-darsana-samgraha, speaking of older 
Nyaya tradition, adds seven others, vydghdta (contradiction), pratibandhi - 
kalpand (irrelevant thesis), laghava (minimum postulation), ganrava (too much 
postulation), utsarga (general rule), apavdda (exception), vaijdtya (class- 
difference). But VisvanStha, whose list of these varies somewhat from the above, 
as he drops vydghdta and has prathamopasthitatva, and vinigamana-viraha for 
pratibandhi-kalpand, apavdda and vaijdtya, holds that these are not properly 
tarka , but are so called only because they help as accessories to pramanas 
(pramdna-sahakdrittm-rupa-sddharmyat tathd vyavahdrah). Visvandtha-vrtti, 

I. i. 40. 

1 Gahgesa on tarka and Mathura natha* 3 commentary thereon. Tattva- 
cintdmani, Part ir, pp, 219-28. 

3 Ibid, p. 220; see also KamSkhyanatha’s note, also p. 228. 


Tarka (Ratiocination) 

n; . 

'Others. Such regular attempts themselves show that in such cases 
there are no doubts (iankd)\ for, had there been doubts, these 
attempts would not be so invariable. It is not possible that you 
would be in doubt whether fire is the cause of smoke and yet always 
kindle fire when you try to get smoke. The existence of doubt in 
such cases would contradict your invariable attempt to kindle fire 
whenever you wanted smoke; doubts can be admitted only so long 
as one's actions do not contradict {sva-kriya-vydghata) them 1 . 

Snharsa, however, arguing from the Vedanta point of view, 
denies the power of tarka to dispel doubt. He urges that, if it is 
said that tarka necessarily dispels doubts in all cases and helps the 
formation of any particular notion of concomitance, then this state¬ 
ment must itself depend on some other notion of concomitance, 
and so on, leading us to a vicious infinite ( anavasthd ). Moreover, 
the fact that we know the universal coexistence of fire and smoke, 
and do not perceive any other element universally abiding in the 
fire which is equally universally coexistent with fire, does not prove 
that there is no such element in it which is really the cause of smoke 
(though apparently fire may appear as its cause). Our perception 
can certify only the existence or non-existence of all that is visible 
under the normal conditions of visual perception; it cannot say 
any thing regarding the presence or absence of entities not controlled 
by these conditions, or we could only say that in the absence of fire 
there is absence of a specific kind of smoke; we could not say that 
there would be absence of all kinds of smoke; for it is just possible 
that there is some other kind of cause producing some special kind 
of smoke which we have not yet perceived; mere non-perception 
would not prove that such a special kind of smoke does not exist 
at all, since perception applies only to entities that: are perceptible 
and is guided by its own conditions, and cannot therefore apply to 
entities which cannot be brought under those conditions 2 . The 
tarka which is supposed to dispel doubt by the supposition of 
contradiction of experience and which would thus support conco- 

1 tad eva hy asankyate yasminn dsankyamdne sva-kriya-vydghato na bkavatlti; 
na hi sambhavati svayaiji vahny-ddikam dhumddi-kdryydrthant niyamata upadatte 
tat~karanam tan netydsahkyate ca. Ibid . p. 232. 

2 tad-adarsanasya dpdtato hetv-antara-prayojyavdntara-jdty-adarsanena ayo - 
gyatayd avikalpyatvad apy upapatteh; yadd tu hetv-antara-prayojyo dhUmasya 
viseso draksyate taddsau vikalpisyate iti sambhdvandyd durnivaratvdt. 

Srlhar^a’s Khandana-khanfa-khadya , p. 680. 
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fance, not being itself grounded oil concomitance, would naturally 
fail to do its part.; for, if such groundless tarka could be supposed 
to establish concomitance, that would itself be contradiction 
( vydghata ). U day ana had said that, if even when no doubt is 
present you suppose that doubt might arise in the future, that can 
only be due to inference, so inference is valid. No doubts need be 
entertained regarding the concomitance underlying tarka , as that 
would lead to the contradiction of our own actions; for we cannot 
say that we believe fire to be the cause of smoke and still doubt it, 
Sriharsa had replied to this by saying that, where there is ex¬ 
perience of failure of coexistence, that itself makes the supposition 
of concomitance doubtful; when there is no experience of failure 
of coexistence, there is no end of indefinite doubts lurking about; 
for these unknown doubts are only put an end to when a specific 
failure of coexistence is noticed; so under no circumstances can 
doubts be dispelled by tarkaK The main point of the dispute 
consists in this, that, while Sriharsa is afraid to trust tarka because 
of the supposed doubts, IJdayana thinks that, if we are so pessi- 
mistic, then we should have to stop all our actions. None of them, 
however, discusses the middle course of probability, which may 
lead us to action and may yet not be considered as proved valid 
inference. Vardhamana, however, in commenting on the above 
verse of Udayana, refers to Gahge^a as holding that tarka does not 
lead to the formation of the notion of concomitance 2 . 

Yyasa-tlrtha, however, in his Tarka-tandava , urges that tarka is 
not an indispensable condition of the notion of concomitance; by 
faith in trusty persons, or from inherited tendencies, as a result of 
experiences in past life, or through acquiescence in universally 

1 Udayana’s verse ran as follows: 

sahkd ced anwnasty eva na cec chankd tatastaram 
vydghatdvadhir diahkd tarkah sankavadhir matah . 

Kusurndfijali , m. 7. 

6rlhar?a gave his reply to this by slightly changing Udayana’s words as follows: 
vyaghato yadi sankdsti na cec chankd tatastaram 
vydghatdvadhir dianka tarkah mhkdvadkih kutah. 

Khandana-khanda-khadya , p. 693. 

Cangesa suggests that the word vydghdta in iSrlharsa means failure of coexistence 
(sahdnavasthana-niyama ), while in Udayana it means contradiction of one’s own 
actions {sva-kriyd~vydghdtah) . But, as Vyasa-tlrtha shows, the word may he 
taken in the latter sense even in i 5 rlhar?a. Tarka-tandava (MS., p. 25). 

2 atrdsmatpitrcarandh , tarko na vydptigrahakah kititu 
vyabhicdra-jhdndbhdva-saharkftam mhacara-darianam. 

Prakdsa , nr, p. 26. 



accepted views, we may have a notion of concomitance without 
going through the process of tarka . He seems, however, to be 
largely in agreement with the view of tarka as held by Gange^a 
according to the above statement of Vardhamana, in holding that 
tarka does not lead directly to the establishment of concomitance. 
For he says that tarka does not directly lead us to the establishment 
of concomitance, since concomitance is directly grasped by a wide 
experience ( bhiiyo-darsana ) of coexistence, qualified by a knowledge 
of absence of failure of coexistence 1 . Vacaspati also holds more or 
less the same view when he says that it is the sense-organ, aided by 
the memory of wide experience, that grasps this natural relation of 
concomitance 2 , Yyasa-tlrtha says that the determination of absence 
of vitiating conditions ( upadhi ), which is a function of tarka , 
becomes necessary only in some kinds of inference; it is not always 
awaited. If it were always necessary, then tarka being required for 
all notions of concomitance and concomitance being the basis of 
tarka , there would be a vicious infinite 3 . If failures of coexistence 
are not known, then from cases of coexistence the self may immedi¬ 
ately form the notion of concomitance 4 . What is necessary therefore 
is to dispel the doubts as to failure of coexistence ( vyabhicdra ~ 
sankd-nvvrtti-dvdra ). But such doubts come only occasionally 
(kvacitkaiva) and not always; and such occasional doubts require to 
be dispelled by only an occasional recourse to tarka . It cannot be 
argued that the possibility of doubts may remain in all cases and 
hence in all cases there is necessity for the exercise of the tarka ; 
for it may well be asked, do such doubts arise of themselves in our 
minds or are they raised by others? On the first supposition one 
may have doubts even as to the perception of one’s hands and feet, 
or one might even have doubts in regard to one’s doubts, which 
would render even the doubts invalid. If it is held that doubts 
arise only when other possible alternatives are suggested, then it 
has to be agreed that there will be many cases where no such 

1 api ca tarka na sdkfdd vydpti-grdhakah bhuyo-darsana-vyabhicaradarsana- 
sahakrta-pratyaksenaiva tad-grahanat . Tarka-tandava (MS., p. 20). 

2 bhuyo-dariana-janitasamskara-sahitam indriyam eva svdbhdviha-samban- 
dha-grahi . Tdtparya~tikd. 

3 This has already been pointed out above in dealing with &rlhar§a’s 
objections. 

4 adrste vyabhicare tu sadhakam tad ati sphutam 
jndyate saksinaivaddha manavadho na tad bhavet. 

Tarka-taxidava (MS., p. 21). 
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alternatives would be suggested or the probability of one of them 
might be so strongly suggested that there will be no occasion for 
doubts. So it must be admitted that in many cases we have a 
natural belief in certain orders of coexistence, where no doubts 
arise of themselves (sva-rasika-visvasasydvasyakatvdn ?ia sarvata 
saiika) 1 ; no one is seen going through a never-ending series of 
doubts all his life {na mvirala4agna~$ankd-dhard anubhuyate ). On 
the second supposition also, no one can suggest that doubts may 
always arise: in the relation of smoke and fire one cannot suggest 
that there may still be some other entity, different from fire, which 
causes smoke; for, if this were a sensible entity, it would have been 
perceived, and, if it were non-sensible, there would be no proof at 
all that a non-sensible entity existed or could exist. For, if Srlharsa 
should be so doubtful of all things, it might be suggested that; in all 
the proofs in favour of monism (advaita) there may be a thousand 
faults and in the arguments of the dualists there may be a thousand 
good points, and so in consequence of these doubts you could not 
come to any conclusion establishing your doctrine of monism 2 . 
If a belief in a concomitance arises, the mere indefinite possibility 
of doubt does not shake one off his natural conviction of the conco¬ 
mitance as valid 3 . If you yourself would eat whenever you had 
hunger to appease, you cannot say that you have still doubts that 
eating may not after all be the cause of appeasing of hunger. 
Moreover, what is gained by urging that possibility of doubts 
always remains? Is it meant to destroy the validity of all inference 
or of all notions of concomitance? No one who wishes to admit the 
usefulness of inference would think of destroying the means—the 
notion of concomitance—by which it is established. If conco¬ 
mitance is not established, the Vedantist will find that it i$ im¬ 
possible to understand the meanings of those Vedic monistic words 
by which he wishes to establish monism. Again, if inference is to 
be valid, that can only be established by inference and not by 
perception. Without inference the Vedantist could neither establish 
anything nor refute any assertions made by his opponents, contra¬ 
dicting his own doctrines. It seems therefore that Sriharsa would 

1 Tarka~tdndava, pp. 22-3. 3 Ibid. p. 24. 

3 na hi grahya-samsaya-matram niscaya-pratibandhakam; na ca utpannasya 
vy dp ti-niscayasya balavad badhakam asti ye na autsargikam pramdnyam apodyeta. 
Ibid . p. 24. 
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carry out an inference as if there were no fear of the supposed 
doubts and yet, merely for the sake of saying it, say that there is a 
possibility of the existence of doubts in all inferences 1 . 


The main points that arise from the above discussion are that, 
while Sriharsa would argue that tarka cannot remove the doubts 
threatening the validity of any notion of concomitance and while 
the Naiyayikas would hold that tarka , on account of its function of 
removing doubts from notions of concomitance, is a necessary 
factor of all inferential process, Vyasa-tlrtha argues that, though the 
power of tarka in removing doubts is admitted, yet, since in many 
of our inferences no doubts requiring the help of tarka would arise, 
it is not true that tarka is a necessary factor in all inferences 2 . 
From what has been said above it will appear that there is some 
subtle difference of opinion in the Nyaya school regarding the real 
function of tarka . But the general tendency seems to be to restrict 
the function of tarka to removing doubts and thereby paving the 
way for the formation of the notion of concomitance; but it does 
not directly produce the notion of concomitance ( na tu vyapti - 
grdhaka) nor does it verify particular inductions by the application 
of general principles of uniformity of nature 3 . 

1 Ibid . pp. 25-31. 

2 It cannot, however, be said that the Nyaya would urge the necessity of 
tarka in all instances of inference. The older NySya writers do not say anything 
explicitly on the subject; but Vi^vanatha, in his Muktdvall y states that tarka is 
necessary only in those cases where there are doubts regarding the forming of the 
notion of concomitance. Where no doubts naturally arise, there is no necessity 
of tarka (yatra svata eva tanka mwatarati tatra na tarkapekfdplti). Mukt&vah , 137. 

Dinakara, however, in his commentary on the Muktavati 137, thinks that 
there are two kinds of tarka, clearance of doubts and the formation of con¬ 
comitance ( tarkas ca divividho samiaya-pariiadhako vyapti-grahakas ca). This 
however is directly opposed to the view of Vardhamana cited above. 

8 The wording of Dr Seal’s brief references to the subject of tarka in 
A History ofHindu Chemistry by Dr P. C. Ray (p. 264) is inexact. He says there: 
** Tarka or Uha, then, is the verification and vindication of particular inductions 
by the application of the general principles of Uniformity of Nature and of 
Causality, principles which are themselves based on repeated observation 
( hhuyo-darlana ) and the ascertainment of innumerable particular inductions of 
Uniformity or Causality (bhuyo-dartana-janita-samskdra-sahitam indriyam eva 
svabhavika-sambandha-grahi Vacaspati).” Thus tarka also helps in dispelling 
doubt ( saiideha ). 

On its function in clearing the way to the formation of the notion of concom¬ 
itance: marga-sadhana-dvarena tarkasya tattva-jndndrthatvam iha vivakjitam. 
Nydya-manjaH , p, 586. Mathuran&tha also points out that the function of tarka 
is to supply such grounds that doubts may not arise, but it is not vydpti-grdhaka 
(tarkah sankdnutpattau prayojakah ...). MathurUnatha on Tattva-cintamcmi, 
Part 11, p. 24°- 
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So far Vyasa-tlrtha has been using the word tarka in the 
accepted Nyaya sense and, using it in that sense, he has been 
showing that the removal of doubts is not indispensable for the 
formation of the notion of concomitance. Tarka consists according 
to him, however, in the necessary awakening of the knowledge of 
absence of the reason owing to absence of the consequence; taken 
from this point of view, it becomes identical with inference 
(anumana). Jaya-tlrtha also says in his Pramana-paddhati that tarka 
means the necessary assumption of something else (consequence), 
when a particular character or entity (reason) is perceived or 
taken for granted ( kasyacid dharmasydngikare’rthdntarasydpddanam 
tarkahf. Granted that there is no fire in the hill, it must neces¬ 
sarily be admitted that there is no smoke in it; this is tarka and this 
is also inference 2 . Tarka is thus the process by which the assump¬ 
tion of one hypothesis naturally forces the conclusion as true. This 
is therefore a pramdna, or valid source of knowledge, and should 
not be considered as either doubt or false knowledge, as some 
Nyaya writers did, or, as other Nyaya writers considered it to be, 
different from both doubt and decision ( nirnaya ). Thus according 
to Vyasa-tlrtha tarka has a twofold function, one as the dispeller of 
doubts and a help to other pramanas, and the other as inference. 
The main point that Vyasa-tlrtha urges against Udayana (who holds 
the function of tarka to be merely the removal of undesirable 
assumptions) and against Vardhamana (who holds that the function 
of tarka is merely the removal of doubt of the absence of the conse¬ 
quence) is that, if tarka does not take account of the material 
discrepancy or impossibility of facts involved in the assumption of 
the absence of the consequence (fire) when the smoke is present, 
then even the doubts or undesirable assumptions will not be 
removed; and, if it does take account thereof, then it yields new 
knowledge, is identical with inference, and is a pramdna itself 3 . 
Tarka may be treated as a negative inference, e.g., “had it been 

1 PramStta-paddhati, p. 36a. manmate tu atiglkrtena sadhySbhSvena saha 
ananglkrtasya sadhartabhSvasya vyapakatva-prama va aadhyabhavangikara- 
nimittaka-sadhanabhavasyangtkartavyatva-prama va tarkyate’nena iti vyutpattva 
tarkah. Tarka-tandava (MS,, p. 78). 

s> parvato nirdhumatvendhglkartavyali niragnikatvena angikrtatvdd hradavat 
tty ammanam eva tarkaJi. Ibid . p. 84. 

3 kith ca para-mate tarkasya kirn visaya -parisodhane upayogah kirn Udayana - 
rltyd anista-prasanjanatvamdtrena upayogah ,, kirn va Varddhamanadi-rUya 
sadhyabhava-sandeha-nivarttanena . Ibid. p. 92. 
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without fire, it would have been without smoke; but it is ntft so'’. 
Being such a negative inference, it stands as an independent in¬ 
ference, and, as it may also be used to strengthen a positive in¬ 
ference, it may also be considered in that case an additional support 
to it (pramdndndin anugrahaka ), just as what is known by perception 
may again be strengthened by inference 1 . Its function in removing 
doubts in other cases remains just as it has been shown before; but 
everywhere the root principle involved in it is necessary supposition 
rendering other alternatives impossible ( anyathdnupapatti ), which 
is the principle also in inference 2 . 

Concomitance (Vyapti). 

The word vyapti in Sanskrit is a noun formed from the root 
vyapy “to pervade”. The consequence (e.g., fire) pervades all cases 
of smoke, i.e., the circle of the consequence is not smaller than the 
circle of smoke and encloses it; consequence is therefore called the 
pervader ( vydpaka ) and the reason (e.g. smoke) as the object of this 
action of pervading is called the pervaded (vyapya). Thus in the 
case of smoke and fire there is an unfailing relation ( avyabhicdrita - 
sambandha ) between them and the former is called vydpya and the 
latter vydpaka . This unfailing relation may however be of four 
kinds. First, the two circles might coincide (. samavrtti ), in which 
case the reason may be treated as consequence and inferred from 
the consequence treated as reason and vice versa . Thus one may 
argue both ways; it is sinful because it is prohibited in the Vedas 
and it is prohibited in the Vedas because it is sinful; here the two 
circles coincide. Secondly, when one circle is smaller than the 
other, as in the case of smoke and fire (nyunddhika-vrUi)\ the circle 
of fire is larger than the circle of smoke and so one could infer smoke 
from fire, but not fire from smoke— vydpya is smaller than the 
vydpaka . Thirdly, where the two circles are mutually exclusive 
(paraspar a-parihdrenaiva vartate) r e.g., the class-concept cow 
(gotva) and the class-concept horse (asvatva) ; where there is one, 
there is not the other. There is a relation of exclusion here, but not 
the relation of a vydpya and vydpaka . Fourthly, where the two are 

1 sddhandnumdnam vinaiva yadi niragnikah sydt lathi nirdhumak syat tatha 
cayavi nirdhilma iti tarka-rfipdnumdnemiva agnisiddheh . Ibid. p„ 90. 

2 saksad ariyathdnupapatti-prarndpaka~tarka-vi§aya-krta~virodhasya sattvdt . 

Ibid. p. 89. 
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etimes mutually exclusive, yet sometimes found to be coinci¬ 
dent ; thus cooking is done by women, yet there are men who cook; 
cook and males are mutually exclusive, though there may be some 
males who cook ( kvacit samdvista api kvacit par asp ar a -p a rifi d - 
renaiva variate ). The circle of cooking is divided between males and 
females. Here also there is a relation between cooking and males, 
but it is not unfailing ( avyabhicarita ); unfailing relation means that, 
where there is one, there must be the other also. 

When a man observes the coexistence of fire and smoke, he 
naturally revolves in his mind “ is it in this place that fire and smoke 
are seen together, while in other places and at other times the 
presence of one excludes the presence of the other, or are they 
always found together 1 ’; then by observing in several instances, he 
finds that, where there is smoke, there is fire, and that, where there 
is no fire, there is no smoke, and that in some cases at least there is 
fire, but no smoke. These observations are followed by a considera¬ 
tion such as this: “since, though in many cases fire coexists with 
smoke, in some cases at least fire is found where there is no smoke, 
does smoke, although in all the cases known to me it exists with 
fire, ever remain without it, or does it always coexist with fire?” 
Then again the consideration arises that the relation of smoke to 
fire is determined by the presence of wet wood ( adrendhana ), which 
may be called a vitiating condition ( upadhi ), i.e., had this condition 
not been there, there would have been unqualified coexistence of 
fire with smoke, and vice versa . This vitiating condition {upadhi) 
exists in all cases of smoke, but not in all cases of fire 1 . Where the 
coexistence is not determined by any such vitiating condition, 
the coexistence is universally mutual. There are some qualities 
which are common to both fire and smoke (e.g., both of them are 
objects of knowledge: yathdprameyatvam), and these cannot de¬ 
termine the connection. There are other qualities which do not 
belong either to smoke or fire, and these also cannot determine the 
connection. It is only the vitiating condition of the presence of wet 
wood which by its absence can dissociate fire from smoke, but 
cannot dissociate smoke from fire. If there were any such condition 
which was present in all cases of fire, but not in all cases of smoke, 
then the inference of fire from smoke would have been faulty as the 


1 This vitiating condition will therefore falsify an inference such as 
is smoke in the hill because there is fire,” 
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erence of smoke from fire is faulty. Now, so far as we have 
observed, there is no such condition which is present in all cases of 
fire, but not in all cases of smoke; the fear that there may be some 
vitiating conditions which are too subtle for our senses is illegiti¬ 
mate; for, if it is neither perceived nor known by any other sources 
of knowledge ( pramanantara-vedya ), the doubt that it may still 
somehow exist cannot arise. So, when we are satisfied that there 
are no vitiating conditions, there arises the notion of invariable 
concomitance (uvindbh&vu~pr&Mitih^. So the invariable conco¬ 
mitance is grasped by perception aided by wide experience, 
associated with absence of any knowledge of exception to co¬ 
existence and ascertainment of absence of vitiating conditions, 
operating as accessories. When once the mutual invariable relation 
between smoke and fire is grasped, then, wherever smoke is per¬ 
ceived, fire is inferred 1 2 . This description of the formation of the 
notion of concomitance seems to be more or less the same as the 
Nyaya view; there also the perceiving of coexistence, associated 
with the knowledge of absence of exception, is said to lead to the 
formation of the notion of concomitance 3 . 

1 VySsa-tlrtha remarks here that the ascertainment of the absence of vitiating 

conditions is necessary in most cases where there are doubts as to their possible 
existence, but should not be insisted upon as indispensable in all cases; for then, 
this ascertainment of absence of vitiating conditions being dependent on de¬ 
termination of concomitance and that on previous ascertainment of absence of 
vitiating conditions, there would be infinite regress (anavastha ): yd tu Paddkatav 
upadhi-niscayasya sahakdritvoklih sd tu upadki-dankdsthabhipraya na tu sdrva- 
trikdbhiprdyd anyathd upadhy-ahhava-niscayasya vyapti-stipetarkadhinatvena - 
navasthdpdtdt. Tarka-tandava (MS., p. 22). 

3 Pramana-paddhati, pp. 31-5. 

* vyabhicara-jndna-viraha-sahakrtam sahacara-darsanani vyapti-grdhakam. 
Tattva-cmtdmani, n. 210. Legitimate doubts regarding invariable concomitance 
may be removed by tarka , as has already been described above. 

V yasa-tirtha, following the Nyaya-sudha, defines vitiating conditions ( upadhi ) 
as sadhya-vytipakatve sati sadhanavyapaka upadhir iti ; and he objects to Udayana’s 
definition of it as sadhya-sama-vyaptatve sati sadhanavyapaka upadhih and also to 
Gangers definition of it as paryavasitasadhya-vyapakatve sati sadhanavyapaka 
upadhih. But the purport aimed at by these various definitions is the same, as 
has been explained above. The distinctions are more verbal and scholastic than 
logical or philosophical; it will therefore be an unnecessary digression to enter 
into these. See the whole discussion on upadhi in Vyasa-tirtha’s Tarka-tandava 
(MS., pp. 44-61). 



Epistemological Process in Inference. 


The Nyaya holds that, when a person acquainted with the 
relation of concomitance existing between smoke and fire sees 
smoke on a hill, he remembers the relation of concomitance 
( vyapti-smarana ), that this smoke is invariably and unconditionally 
connected with fire 1 ; then the two ideas are connected, namely, 
that the smoke which has unconditional invariable relations with 
fire is in the hill. It is this third synthesis of knowledge that leads 
us to the inference of fire in the hill. Vyasa-tirtha, following the 
Nyaya-sudha, argues that this view may be true in all those cases 
where a concomitance ( vyapti ) is remembered on seeing the reason 
( hetu ), but, where the concomitance is remembered without seeing 
the reason, the threefold synthesis cannot be admitted. Prabhakara, 
however, holds that all inference proceeds from two distinct 
propositions, and no synthesis is required. The two propositions 
are “smoke is pervaded by fire” and “the hill is smoky.” Prabha¬ 
kara holds that, since knowledge as formulated in the above two 
propositions must invariably and unconditionally precede all 
inference, there is no necessity for believing their synthesis to be 
the cause of inference, since no such synthesis really happens. 
Vyasa-tirtha, however, argues that such a synthesis is a real psycho¬ 
logical state in inference and other mental operations, such as 
recognition, etc. Moreover, if the identity of the smoke (with 
which fire was found invariably present) with the smoke now per¬ 
ceived in the hill were not established by the synthesis of the two 
propositions, it would be a syllogism of four terms and hence 
invalid 2 . Moreover, the movement of thought involved in inference 
requires such a synthesis, without which the two propositions would 
be unrelated and statical ( nirvyapaka ) and no inference would follow. 

Various Considerations regarding Inference. 

Inference is of three kinds: (i) of cause from effect ( haryd- 
numdna), as the inference of fire from smoke, (ii) of effect from 
cause (i karananumana ), as the inference of rain from gathering 

1 ay am dhurno vahni-vydpya or vahni-vydpya-dhumavdn ayam iti. Nyaya view. 

2 evam ca kimcit prameyam vahni-vyapyam paravatas ca prameyavan iti 
jMna-dvayam iva kascid dhanno vahni-vydpyah parvatas ca dhamavdn iti visa - 
kalitam paraspara-vartandbhijnwn jndna-dvayarn api ndmmiti-hetuh. 

Tarka-tandava (MS,, p. 68). 
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n Various Considerations regarding Inference 

clouds, (iii) inference of a different order from cause-effect types 
{akarya-kdrananumatia)) as the inference of colour from taste (rase 
rupasya). From another point of view inference is of two lands: 
(i) drsfa } where the inferred object is perceivable ( pratyaksa-yogya ), 
as of fire from smoke, and (ii) samanyato-dfsta , where it is not per¬ 
ceivable ( pratyaksdyogya ), as of the existence of the sense of vision 
from the perception of colours. This division of inference into 
drsta and adrsta may be made from another point of view. Thus, 
when an inference is made on the basis of the concomitance directly 
observed between two entities (e.g., fire and smoke), it is called 
drsta \ but, when an inference is made on the basis of similarity or 
analogy, it is called sdmdnyato-drsta , as the inference that, just as 
ploughing, etc., lead to the production of crops, so sacrifices also 
produce heavenly enjoyments, since they have this similarity that 
both are results of effort. Inference may again be considered as being 
of two kinds: (i) inference of one right knowledge from another 
right knowledge (sadhananumana), e.g., of fire from smoke, (ii) the 
inference of false knowledge (dftsandmcmfina), e. g., “this cannot 
prove its conclusion, since it is contradicted by experience.” Again, 
some hold that inference is of three kinds: (i) by absolute agree¬ 
ment in presence (where no case of absence is possible), (ii) by 
absolute absence (where no outside positive instance is possible), 
and (iii) by combination of agreement in presence and absence; in 
accordance with this it is kevaldnvayi (impossible-negation), 
kevala-vyatireki (impossible-position) and anvaya-vyatireki (joint 
positive-negative). Thus the proposition “all objects of knowledge 
are expressible” is an example of the first type of inference, since 
no negative instance is possible of which we could say that this is 
not an object of knowledge and is not also expressible; the proposi¬ 
tion “all living bodies are endowed with souls, since they have 
lives” is an example of inference of the second type. This can only 
be proved by an appeal to negative instances such as “all those who 
are not endowed with souls are not living”; for, since the proposi¬ 
tion comprehends all positive instances, no positive instances apart 
from the proposition under consideration are available. The third 
type is the ordinary one of inference where concomitance is ex¬ 
perienced through both positive and negative instances. 

Inference is said again to be of two kinds: first svdrtha, where 
the knowledge of the reason with its concomitance rises in one’s 
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mind of itself, and secondly parartha, where such a knowledge 


Madhva Logic 



is for the instruction of others. As regards the constituent 
propositions ( avayava ) of inference, Vyasa-tirtha discusses the ten- 
proposition view of older Nyaya writers ( jaran-naiyayika ), also the 
five-proposition view of the later Nyaya writers 1 , the three-proposi¬ 
tion view of the Mimamsa, and also the two-proposition view 
of example and the application of reason (udaharanopanayar) of 
the Buddhists. Vyasa-tirtha urges that, since the value of these 
constituent propositions consists in reminding persons of a par¬ 
ticular concomitance or in rousing an enquiry in those who did not 
know it before, there is necessity only for as many propositions 
as are necessary for the purpose, in accordance with the circum¬ 
stances under which the inference is being made or the state of 
mind of the person who makes it—so that there may be cases where 
only the enunciating proposition, reason and example are necessary, 
there may be cases where only the enunciating proposition com¬ 
bined with the reason is necessary ( agni-vyapta-dhUmavan 
parvato’gniman iti hetu-garbha-pratijna), or, when in certain cases 
the discussion presupposes the enunciating proposition, only the 
reason may be necessary, and so on 2 . So there is no fixed rule as 
to the number of constituent propositions necessary for inference; 
it all depends upon the nature of the case whether two, three or 
more propositions are necessary. 

Both Jaya-tlrtha and Vyasa-tirtha devote a long discussion to the 
division of fallacies (iipapatti-dosa) and criticize the Nyaya division 
of the same; but, as these have but little philosophical bearing, 

I feel inclined to omit them 3 . 


Testimony. 


Madhva and his followers admitted only three kinds of means of 
knowledge, namely, perception, inference, and the testimony of the 
Vedas. All other kinds of means of knowledge ( pramana ) admitted 
in other systems, such as arthapatti, sambhava, etc., are shown to 
be but modes of inference 4 . The Vedas are regarded as having by 

1 jijnasd-samiaya-sakya-praptih prayojana-samiayanirasah pratijna-hetiiddha- 
ranopanaya-ttigamanani iti dasavayava iti jaran-naiyayika dhuk. Tarka-tandava. 

3 vivddenaiva pratijna-siddhau kutah parvato'gniman iti prasne agni-vydpta- 
dhumavattvad iti hetu-mdtrena vd. Tarka-tandava (MS., p. 10), 

3 See Pramana-paddhali, pp. 48-79; also Tarka-tandava (MS., pp. 114 et seq.). 

* Pramana-paddhati, pp. 86-90. 
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themselves independent force of knowledge. They are uncreated 
(apauruseya) and eternal (nitya). They are valid means of know¬ 
ledge, and yet, since their validity is not derived from the speech 
of any person, they must be regarded as uncreated 1 . No attempt, 
however, was made to prove that the Vedas were valid means of 
knowledge; but, as their validity was not questioned by any of the 
Hindu schools, that was taken as accepted, and then it was argued 
that, since they were not uttered by anyone, they were uncreated 
and eternal. It was sought to establish this uncreatedness of the 
Vedas as against the Nyaya view that they were created by God 
(Isvara). Vyasa-tirtha argues that it is better to accept the direct 
validity of the Vedas on the ground of their being uncreated, than 
to do it in an indirect way through the admission of an omniscient 
being as their author; for there is no certainty that; even such 
authors would not try to deceive mankind by false statements. 
Buddha himself is an incarnation of God, and yet he deceived the 
people by false teachings. Tradition also does not ascribe any 
author to the Vedas. If they had been created, they would be of 
the same kind as the holy scriptures of the Buddhists or Jains. If 
the importance of scriptures were to be judged by the number of 
people who followed them, then the Mahomedan scriptures would 
have a superior place. God may be regarded as the great teacher 
of the Vedas, being the first person who uttered and taught them 2 . 
He did not create them and He remembers them always; so that 
there is no chance of the Vedic order of words being destroyed. 
Ordinarily the claim of facts to validity is prior to that of the words 
which express them, and the latter depends on the former; but in 
the case of the Vedas the words and passages have a validity which 
is prior to facts and independent of them. The Maclhva view thus 
combines the Nyaya and the Mimamsa views of the Vedas without 
agreeing with either. 

1 paurii$eya-sabdaprarnanakatve sati saprarndnakat'vdt. 

Tarka-iandava (MS., p. 100). 

2 tivaro’pi hy asman-mate..Veda -sampraddya-pravartakatvdn mahopct- 
dhyaya eva. Ibid. p. 122. 


CHAPTER XXIX 


CONTROVERSY BETWEEN THE DUALISTS 
AND THE MONISTS 

Vyasa-tlrtha, Madhusudana and Ramacarya on the 
Falsity of the World. 

The Vedantists urge that the world-appearance is false. But 
before entering into any discussion about the nature of falsehood 
it is required that the Vedantists should give a definition of false¬ 
hood. Five principal definitions have been adduced by the old 
Vedantists; of these the first is that falsehood is that which is the 
absence of being as well as the absence of non-being ( sattvatyantd - 
bhdvattve sati asattvdtyantatd-bhdvavattva-rupam visistam 1 ). But 
Vyasa-tlrtha urges that, since one of these is the negation of the 
other, joint assertion of them both will be against the Law of ex¬ 
cluded middle and therefore will be self-contradictory; the fact 
that both being and non-being may be admitted independently is 
no reason for their joint admission (e.g., the hare and horn both 
exist separately, but the hare’s horn exists nowhere). To this the 
reply of Madhusudana is that the Law of excluded middle does not: 
apply to every case of the relation between being and non-being. 
Thus the false-appearances have being so far as they appear and 
non-being so far as they are non-existent; exclusion of being does 
not necessarily lead us to non-being, and vice versa . To this the 
retort given by the author of Tarangini is that the Sahkarites them¬ 
selves say that, if a thing has no being, it cannot appear, which 
shows that they themselves admit the Law of excluded middle, the 
force of which can never be denied, as Logic amply demonstrates 
in the examination of any and every specific relation of being and 
non-being. 

The second definition of falsehood by the Sankarites is that 
falsehood is that which can be denied at all times even where 
it appears to exist (prati-pannopadhu traikdlika-nisedha-prati- 
yogitvam). To this Vyasa-tlrtha says that, if the denial is true, then 
this true thing would exist side by side with Brahman and thus the 

1 Nyayamrta, p. 22. 



theory of extreme monism would break down ( nisedhasya tattrikatve 
advaita-hanih) ; if the denial is false or true only in a limited manner 
('vydvahdriha ), then the world-appearance would become true. 
Again, what does the denial actually mean? These supposed ap¬ 
pearances are said to be produced from a material cause, and they 
are perceived as existing at the time of perception; and, if it is held 
fhat even then they have no existence at all as such, then they must 
be absolutely without being, like the chimerical hare’s horn. If it 
is held that the difference of the world-appearance from chimerical 
entities like the hare’s horn, etc., is that they are absolutely in¬ 
describable, then the reply is that the very term “indescribable” 
describes their nature. Again, that which is absolutely non¬ 
existing cannot in any way appear in knowledge (asatah a-pratitav), 
and therefore it is not possible to make reference to it or to relate 
it in any way to anything else. The Sankarites themselves hold that 
what is nomexisting cannot appear in knowledge (asac cet na 
pratiyeta ), and thus they themselves deny the possibility of any 
being-in-knowledge of that which is non-existing. Again, reality 
is not the same as mere appearance in knowledge, and consequently, 
if Brahman remained always uncontradicted in knowledge, its 
reality could not on that ground be affirmed. Again, it is not true 
that words denoting absolutely non-existing and chimerical things, 
such as the hare’s horn, produce no knowledge; for they also 
produce some notion; the difference between ordinary illusions 
and the chimerical entities is this that, while the ground of the 
ordinary illusions is right and valid, chimerical entities have no 
ground at all. Therefore, since chimerical entities can also be made 
objects of awareness they appear in knowledge as non-existing. 
The Vedic text “non-being alone existed in the beginning” (asad 
eva idam agre dsit) also testifies to the fact that “non-being” 
may appear as existent. Also non-being cannot be defined as that 
which is different from mere “being” (sat) and “the indescribable” 
(a-nirvdcya ); for the latter can only be understood through the 
concept of non-being and vice versa. Thus non-being may be de¬ 
fined as that which is different from that being which cannot at all 
times be denied at all places (sarvatrika-traikdlika-nisedha-prati- 
yogitva-rupa-sadanyasyaiva tattvdc c.a). If the indescribable 
(a-nirvdcya) is defined as that which can be denied at all times, it 
is the same as non-being itself. Also non-being cannot be defined 
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* as that which is incapable of fulfilling any practical purpose; for 
even the conch-shell-silver, which is admitted to be false, can serve 
to rouse an effort to grasp it in the deluded person and thus be 
considered to have some kind of practical efficiency, and the pure 
Brahman, which is regarded as ultimately real, is itself unable to 
serve any practical purpose of any kind. Again, falsehood or non- 
being cannot be defined as that which has no nature of its own; for, 
if that were so, then the denial of falsehood could not be said to be 
directed to its own nature as such; nor could the nature of false¬ 
hood be regarded as itself false, since such an interpretation would 
rest on a mere technical assumption of the meaning of falsehood, 
and it would not in the least clear the points at issue; for, if the 
nature of the so-called entity persisted in its own time and place, 
it would be meaningless to call such a nature false in itself. Such an 
assumption would also mean that no distinction is made between 
that which can serve practical efficiency and that which cannot; 
if that which persists in time and place and can serve a practical 
purpose could be called false, then there would be no difference 
between being and non-being, and the absence of the real could 
be said to be as much a cause of cloth as the thread itself. Thus 
absolute non-being may be defined as that which can always be 
denied in all places (sarvatra traikdlika - nisedha-praiiyogitvam ). 
Also it cannot be held that “non-being” (asat) cannot be the object 
of an absolute denial simply because it is non-being, as is said in the 
Nydya-makaranda of Anandabodha; for, if an absolute denial can¬ 
not have any object, then the reason “because it is non-being” as 
adduced above would have no object itself and would therefore be 
inapplicable. Moreover, just as positive entities can be denied, so 
the specific negations referring to positive entities may also be 
denied and so lead on to their corresponding positive affirmations. 
Again, it is also agreed that specific positive entities come into 
being through the negation of their corresponding negations im¬ 
mediately prior to their coming into being ( prag-abhdva ). This also 
proves that denial or negation does not necessarily require positive 
characters or entities for the operation and their function of 
negation. The whole upshot of this discussion is that, if falsehood 
means absolute denial of anything where it appears in knowledge, 
then the implication is that no reality can be affirmed; for what 
could be affirmed either as false or as true would only apply to 
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entities as they are known, and in that case even the reality of 
Brahman would be conditional, namely, so far as it is known. 
Again, absolute negation (sarvatra traikdlika-nisedha-pratiyogitvam) 
cannot be distinguished from* what is known as chimerical entities. 
And, if the world-appearance could be an object of absolute 
negation, its status would be no better than that of chimerical 
entities (e.g., the hare's horn). 

In reply to the objections of Vyasa-tlrtha against the definition 
of falsehood, that, if falsehood be real, then that implies dualism, 
and that, if falsehood is false, that implies re-affirmation of the 
world as real, Madhusudana says that, since the denial is itself 
identical (so far as its ultimate ground is concerned) with Brahman, 
the reality of falsehood does not imply dualism; for the reality of 
the denial does not imply the reality of the phenomenon, denial of 
which has been denied by the denial of all phenomena. It has only 
so much reality as is implied in the ground of all phenomena, which 
is the Brahman. Again, the falsehood of the falsehood does not 
imply the affirmation of the reality of the world-appearance; for in 
the case of the conch-shell-silver, though it is known that not only 
was it false, but, since it is never existent, it never exists, and never 
will exist, and the attribution of falsity to it is also false, the conch- 
shell-silver is not for the matter of that re-affirmed as real. It is 
wrong to suppose that the falsity of the falsity or the denial of the 
denial is re-affirmation in all cases; it is only when the reality and 
the denial have the same status and identically the same scope that 
the denial of the denial means an affirmation; but, when the scope 
of their meaning varies, the denial of the denial does not imply an 
affirmation. It may further be pointed out that, when the denial of 
the denial is intended to re-affirm the positive entity, the denial of 
the denial leads to affirmation. But, when a denial denies both the 
positive entity and the denial (which is itself taken as an inde¬ 
pendent entity), the second denial does not lead to affirmation 1 . 
The denial of the world-appearance is the denial of the relaity of 
the very world-appearance as such (svarUpena ), like the denial of 
the conch-shell-silver. The fact; that the world-appearance is 

1 Tatra hi nisedhasya ni$edhe pratijogi-sattvam ayati, yatra nisedhasya 
nisedha-huddhya pratiyogisattvam vyavasthdpyate , na ni§edha~matram ni§edhyate , 
yathd rajate na idam rajatam iti jhdndantaram idam na arajatam iti jnanena 
rajatam vyavasthdpyate. yatra tu prati-yogi-nisedhayor ubhayor api ni?edhas tatra 
na prati-yogi-sattvam . Advaita-siddhi, pp. 105-6: 
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believed to be a product of ajfiana does not in the least imply that 
its very nature cannot be false; for what is by its very nature false 
would be so, whether produced or not. The denial of the conch- 
shell-silver (“this is not silver”) means that the conch-shell-silver 
is other than the real market-silver, i.e., the negation here is that of 
otherness ( anyo-anya-abhava ). But, when it is said that “here is 
no silver,” the negation is one of non-existence, and the falsity of 
the appearance is thereby definitely declared (sa ca purovartti- 
rajatasyaiva vydvaharikam atyanta-abhavam visayikaroti iti kantho- 
ktam eva mithydtvarn), whereas in the former case falsehood is 
only implied (idam sabda-nirdiste purovarti-pratltika-rajate rajala- 
sabda-nirdista-vydvahdrika-rajata-anyonya-abhdva-pratiter drthi- 

kam mithydtvarn )b Now, if the world-appearance be denied 
(“there is no world-appearance here”), then, since there is no 
world-appearance anywhere else, the denial implies the absolute 
non-existence of the world-appearance, i.e., world-appearance is 
as non-existent as any chimerical entity, e.g., the hare’s horn. The 
reply to such an objection, that there is a difference between the 
absolute negation of the world-experience as indescribable 
(, anirvacya ) and the absolute negation as chimerical ( tucca ), is that 
the latter has not even a seeming appearance anywhere, whereas 
the former appears as really existent until it is contradicted 
(kvachid apy upadhau sattvena pratity-anarhatvam atyanta- 
asattvam yavad badham pratitiyogyatvam prdtitika-sattvam). It 
must further be noted in this connection that the denial which 
leads to falsehood must have the same relation and the same extent 
and scope as the content which is being denied (yena rttpena yad- 
adhikaranataya yat pratipannam tena rupena tan-nistha-atyanta- 
abhava-pratiyogitvasya pratipanna-padena sucitatvdt ; tac ca rupam 
ambandha-viseso’vacchedakavisesas ca) 2 . The Sahkarites, more¬ 
over, do not admit negation as a separate category, but consider the 
negation to be identical with the unqualified nature of the locus 
where the negation appears. Brahman has no qualities, and this 
does not therefore mean that it has a negative quality; for, there 
being more separate negations, the negation of all qualities simply 
means the pure nature of Brahman. The attribution of so-called 
positive qualities also as infinitude, etc., means the negation of the 
opposite qualities of falsehood and limitation, which ultimately 
1 Advaita-siddki, pp. 130-*!* s Ibid. p. 151. 
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implies a reversion to the pure nature of Brahman, etc. (adhikamna- 
atirikta - abhdva - abhyupagamena ukta - mithydtva - abhdva ~ riipa- 
satyatvasya Brahma-svarupa-virodhat) 1 . 

Ramacarya, in his Tar angina refuting the view of Madhusiidana, 
says that., excepting the case of the negation of the negation- 
prior-to-becoming ( prag-abhava ), the negation of negation means 
positing and therefore, since no third alternative is possible, 
the denial of the denial of an entity necessarily posits. Again, the 
assertion of Madhusudana, that the illusion consists in the ap¬ 
pearance of the illusory silver as the real silver of the market, is 
groundless; for the material cause that produced the illusory silver 
is different from the material cause of the silver of the market. The 
illusory silver ceases to exist only when there is true knowledge 
removing the ignorance which was the material cause of the 
illusory silver ( prdtibhdsikasya svopdddna-jMna-nivartaka jndna- 
visayenaiva vd taddtmya-pratitesca) : where the satne material cause 
produces two different appearances (e.g., the cloth and the white¬ 
ness) they may be experienced as identical. But, when the material 
causes are entirely different, their products can never be ex¬ 
perienced as identical 2 . Again, it has been urged by Madhusudana 
that the denial that constitutes falsehood must be qualified by the 
same conditions and relations whereby the positive entities were 
qualified; but this is unmeaning, for no amount of such conditioning 
can gainsay the truth that the negation of negations means position, 
until some definite proof of the existence of a third alternative 
escaping the sphere of the Law of Excluded Mi ddle can be adduced 3 . 

Vyasa-tlrtba says that falsehood moreover cannot be defined as 
absolute denial of reality; for, unless the meaning of denial is 
understood, the meaning of reality cannot be comprehended and 
vice vena . The point at issue here is whether conch-silver is denied 
in its very nature as such or whether its reality is denied. The 
former alternative is denied on the ground that, if it were accepted, 
then it would be difficult to account for the awareness of the conch- 
silver as existing in front of the perceiver; for, if it was absolutely 
non-existent, it could not be directly perceived. But it may be 
pointed out with the same force that the second alternative is also 
unacceptable, because, when the conch-silver was perceived, it was 


1 Ibid. p. 156. 

3 Tarangini, p. 30. 


Nydydmrta-taranginl, p. 16(a). 
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Yalso perceived to be real, and, if that is so, how can that reality be 
denied? If in reply to this it is suggested that the reality of the 
conch-shell-silver is only a relative reality and not an absolute 
reality, then it may be pointed out that, if once a degree of reality 
be admitted, then infinite regress will follow; for one may as well 
ask whether the absolute reality is absolutely absolute or relatively 
absolute and so on. Again, falsehood is defined as that which is 
liable to be destroyed by knowledge in its function as knowledge. 
But Vyasa-tirtha does not tolerate such a position and says that 
knowledge of past events and things, even though false, ceases by 
itself without waiting to be destroyed by the so-called right know¬ 
ledge ; also it is not felt that the silver is destroyed by the knowledge 
of the conch-shell. It is further urged that right knowledge of the 
conch-shell also removes the error which, so far as it was an error, 
was true, and this shows that knowledge removes not only falsehood, 
but also true things, and on that account the definition in question 
cannot be a true definition of falsehood. Moreover, when an illusion 
is removed, the removal is not due to the function of cognition as 
such, but is by virtue of its perceptual immediacy ( aparoksa - 
adhydsam prati jndnasya-aparoksatayd nivartakalvena jnanaivena 
anivartakatvdc ca) 1 . Again, if a falsehood is defined as that which 
is destroyed by knowledge which destroys the very material cause 
of the falsehood (svopaddna ajnana-nivartaka jMna~nivartyatvam) } 
the objection will be that it does not apply to the beginningless 
illusion 2 . It may similarly be held that the definition of falsehood 
as appearance in the place where it does not exist (svdtyanta- 
abhava-adhikarane eva pratiyamdnatvarn) may also be refuted; for 
many objections occur, as has already been pointed out, according 
as we consider the negation to be relatively real or illusory. Again, 
if falsehood be defined as that which is different both from being 
and non-being, then, since it has already been pointed out that 
non-being means absolute denial, the appearances or illusions 
would be inexplicable. If it be defined as that which is destroyed 
by knowledge, then that can prove its momentary character, but 
not its false nature (dhi-nasyatvc anityatd eva sydt na mrsdtmataf . 

In reply to the objection of Vyasa-tirtha concerning the defini¬ 
tion of falsehood as that which is liable to be destroyed by know- 


1 Nyaydm/ta, p. 39(b). 
3 Ibid. p. 41* 


2 Ibid. p. 40. 



ledge, Madhusudana says that the real meaning of the definition is 
that the entity which is destroyed, both in its causal aspect and the 
aspect as effect, on account of the rise of knowledge is false. The 
jug though destroyed as effect by the stroke of the club is not 
destroyed in its causal aspect as the earthy pot. The hare’s horn 
does not exist at all: so its non-existence is not due to knowledge. 
Again, since the conch-shell-silver appears in consciousness and is 
destroyed immediately after the rise of true knowledge, its dissolu¬ 
tion must be due to knowledge. Also it is not wrong to say that 
falsehood is negated by knowledge in its function as knowledge; 
for the later knowledge does not negate the prior knowledge by its 
function as knowledge, but merely on account of its posteriority; 
and therefore the definition of falsehood as that which can be 
negated by knowledge only in its function as knowledge clearly 
keeps aloof the case of the negation of the prior knowledge by the 
later, to which it was supposed that the above definition of false¬ 
hood could wrongly be extended. It is well, however, to point out 
that falsehood is negated by knowledge not. in an indirect manner, 
but directly and immediately ( vastutas tu sdksdtkdratvena jndna- 
nivartyatvam vivaksitani ) 1 , 

To this Ramacarya replies that it is Madhusudana who says 
that the definition of falsehood as that which can be negated by 
knowledge means the general absence of an entity through the rise 
of knowledge (jndna-prayukta-avasthiti-sdmdnya-viraha-pratiyogi- 
tvam jndna-nfflartyatvam (see Advaita-siddhi , p. 168, and 
Tarangini „ p. 22) z . It may be asked whether the word “generally” 
(sdmanya ) or the negation is qualified by the existence (avasthityd 
sdmdnyam vd visisyate viraho vd). The first alternative would mean 
the negation of the cause of an entity through the rise of know¬ 
ledge; for the word avasthiti-sdmdnya means cause. But in that 
case there would be an illicit extension of the definition of falsehood 
to the negation of the prior knowledge by the posterior knowledge; 
for the posterior knowledge" destroys the cause of the persistence 
of the prior knowledge, and it would not apply to the beginningless 
avidya. In the second alternative, i.e., if the word sdmanya is 

1 jndna tva-vyapya-dharmena jndnanivartyatvam ityapi sadhu , uttarajnanasya 
pUrva-jndna-nivartakatvam tia jndnatvavyapyadharmena kintu icchadi-sadha- 
ranenodlcyatmavijesagunatvena ndlcyatvena veti na siddha-sadhanadi. 

Advaita-siddhi, pp. 171-2. 

2 Ibid . p, 178. 
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qualified by the negation, then it may be pointed out that the 
Sankarite never admits a general negation as distinguished from 
the negation of any special entity. Moreover, since the conch-shell- 
silver is denied in its very nature as false, it cannot be said that its 
general absence (that is, both as cause and effect) was due to the 
rise of knowledge; for it is not admitted to be existent at any time 1 . 
Again, as it has been shown by Vyasa-tirtha that there ought not 
to be any difference between the non-existence of the conch-shell- 
silver and that of the hare's horn, the non-existence of the hare's 
horn might equally be said to be due to knowledge, if the non¬ 
existence of the conch-shell-silver be said to be due to the rise of 
knowledge. 

In supporting the fourth definition of falsehood as “ appearance 
in the locus of its own absence” (svatyanta-ahhava-adhikarane 
. eva pratlyamdnatvam) or as the “ absence in the locus of its 
own existence" ( svasraya nistha - atyanta - abhdva-pratiyogitvam) } 
Madhusudana says that, since an entity may be both present and 
absent in one identical time, so it may be both present and absent 
in one identical space. To this Ramacarya replies that, if this is 
admitted, then there is no difference between existence and non¬ 
existence, and ordinary experience is inexplicable ( tathd sati 
bhavabhdvayor ucckinnakatha sydt iti vyavahdrikyapi vyavastha 
na syat) ; consequently dualism and its negation, monism, would be 
the same, and the monistic knowledge would be unable to dispel 
the dualistic consciousness. 

In support of the fifth definition of falsehood as difference from 
the real (sad-viviktatvarn mitkydtvam) Madhusudana defines 
existence of reality as that which is established by knowledge and 
not invalidated by defects. The definition of existence is further 
modified by him as that which appears as existent through proofs 
not invalidated by defects. By this qualification he excludes 
chimerical entities and Brahman; for chimerical entities do not 
appear as existent, and Brahman, though it exists in itself, is never 
an object to any mind to which it appears as existent {satvd- 
prakaraka-pratdti-visayatabhdvdi ). 

The existent is defined as that which is established by proof 
( pratnana-siddha ), and this is again as that which is uncontradicted. 

1 iukti-rajatcider-avasthity-aiiglkare svarihpena ni$edhokty~ayogai-ca . 

Taranginl, p. 22. 
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To this it is objected by Ramacarya that Brahman is not the object 
of any proofs, whereas the world, which is established by all proofs, 
is ultimately contradicted 1 . 

The question is raised by Vyasa-tirtha whether falsehood itself 
is contradicted or uncontradicted. If it is uncontradicted, then 
falsehood becomes real, and the doctrine of monism fails. If it is 
urged in reply that falsehood is identical with the ground of 
illusion, the Brahman, then the meaning of the phrase "‘world- 
appearance is false ” (prapahco mithya) is that the world-appearance 
is identical with Brahman {mithya being identical with Brahman), 
and this is not disputed by us; for Brahman, being all-pervasive, is 
in a sense identical with the world-appearance. Moreover, if 
falsehood be identical with Brahman, the general argument that 
those things alone are false which are cognizable would be faulty, 
because falsity, being identical with Brahman, would itself be un- 
cognizable. If falsehood be contradicted, then it is self-false 
(< bdeihya ), and the world would become real. Even if it is again 
urged that falsehood is not identical with Brahman, but is one with 
the reality of Brahman as underlying the second denial or the 
falsehood of the falsehood, to this the reply would be that our very 
inquiry centres round the question whether the second denial is 
itself contradicted or uncontradicted, and it is well known that, 
since the underlying reality is everywhere pure consciousness, the 
underlying reality of the second falsehood has no separate or inde¬ 
pendent existence regarding which any affirmation could be made. 
It is clear that, if in the first case the assertion of falsehood being 
identical with Brahman be meaningless, the attempt at an extension 
by making it identical with the pure consciousness underlying the 
second denial does not in reality lead to any new meaning. If it is 
again urged that, since the conch-shell-silver is false, the falsehood 
which is a quality of this conch-shell-silver is necessarily false; if 
the substance is false, its quality is necessarily false, "tmd therefore 
the falsehood of this falsehood does not reaffirm the reality of the 
conch-shell-silver. Since both the falsehoods are based on the 
falsehood of the substance to which they are attributively associated 
the negation of negation does not mean a position. The negation 
of a negation can mean a position only if the substance be real. But 
this is clearly a confusion; for the absence of qualities follows on the 

1 Tarangini, p, 23. 
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of the substance only when such qualities are dependent 
on the nature of the substance; but falsehood is not so, since it is 
naturally opposed to that to which it refers 1 . Moreover, if the 
falsehood of the conch-shell-silver becomes false merely because it 
is associated with the illusory silver, though it is affirmed by an 
experience of contradiction, then it might equally well be real 
because of its ultimate association with Brahman, the ground 
reality of all things; or on the other hand the conch-shell might 
equally well be false because of its association with the illusory 
silver, and the non-existent would also be existent because of its 
association with existence, and vice versa?. Moreover, the conch- 
shell-silver is not regarded by the Sankarites as absolutely non¬ 
existent, like the chimerical hare’s horn, and therefore falsehood 
cannot be considered to be so on account of its association 
therewith. Again, the argument that falsehood has not the same 
status of existence as the world-appearance to which it refers and 
therefore the assertion of falsehood does not hurt extreme monism, 
is wrong: for, if falsehood has only a relative existence ( vydvaha- 
riktve), the world of our daily experience, which is opposed to it 
and which is attested by perception, ought to be regarded as ulti¬ 
mately real. Thus our former objection remains valid, that, if false¬ 
hood be uncontradicted, the doctrine of monism fails and, if 
contradicted, the world would be real 3 . 

Madhusudana has the former reply to the above objection that, 
when the position and negation have a different order of being, 
the negation of the negation does not imply affirmation. If the 
negation refers to a relative existence, then such negation does not 
take away the assertion of a fanciful existence 4 . Thus an entity may 
be in different senses both true and false. Madhusudana further 
says that, when the denial is due to a specific quality, then the 
negation of negation cannot be an affirmation. Here both the 
conch-shell and its quality are denied on account of their common 

1 dharmy-asattve dhcirmasattvam tu clharmi-sattvdsapeksa-dharma~vi$ayam ; 
mithyatvam tu tat-pratiknlam. Nydydmrta , p. 44. 

* P- 45 * , _ . , 

3 mithyatvam yady abadhyam syat syad advaita-mata-k$atih 
mithyatvam yadi bddhyam syat jagal-satyatvam apatet. 

Ibid . p. 47 - 

4 paraspara-viraha-rupafrve'pi vi$ama~satvakayor avirodhal vydvaharika- 
mithyatvena oyavah&rika-satyatvapahare'pi kalpanika-satyatvanapaharat. 

Advaita-siddhi, p. 217. 
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both the horse and the cow may be denied in an elephant 1 . 

To this Ramacarya’s reply is that existence and non-existence 
naturally exclude each other, and their denial is therefore not due 
to any other specific property. That existence and non-existence are 
mutually exclusive is acknowledged even by the Sahkarites when 
they speak of maya as being different both from existence and non¬ 
existence 2 . 

An important argument establishing the falsity of the world 
rests upon the fact that the world is cognizable; all that is cognizable 
is false, like dream experiences. At this point Vyasa-ttrtha seeks to 
analyse what may be meant by the word cognizable. Several 
alternative meanings are offered, of which the first is termed 
vrtti-vydpyatva, i.e., that which is a content of a mental state. The 
Sahkarites are thus supposed to say that all that can be a content 
of a mental state is false. To this Vyasa-tlrtha’s reply is that Brahman 
and the self must also be the content of at least some kind of mental 
state, and therefore, if the thesis of the Sahkarites be accepted, 
Brahman also would be false. If it is said that Brahman in its 
purity can never be the object of any mental state, and it can be so 
only when it is associated with ajndna, to this the reply is that, if 
Brahman in its purity cannot manifest itself in awareness, it can 
never establish itself, and such a theory directly militates against 
the self-revealing nature of Brahman. Again, it is urged that, 
though Brahman is self-revealing, yet it cannot be the content of 
any mental state; for the very expression “Brahman is pure and 
self-revealing” would make it the content of that verbal cognition; 
if the expression carries no sense, then there is no meaning in it. 
Moreover, if Brahman as associated with ajndna be admitted to be 
the content of a mental state, it would through such an association 
be a constituent of that mental content and therefore a content in 
itself. It cannot, moreover, be said that the objection cannot apply 
to Brahman because Brahman can be a content only in association 
and not in its nature; for, since the same conditions apply to eternal 
and transcendental entities of an indeterminate character which 

1 Advaita-siddhi, p. 213. 

2 na tavat pamspara-virahavfipayor ekani§edhyata-avacchedakavachinnatvaw 
sambhavati tvaydpi satyatvamithydtvayoh paraspara-samuccaye virodhat bibhyatd 
sad-asad-vailaksanyasarupye’anglkdrdcca. Tarangvil , p. 26. 



Controversy between Dualists and Monists 

cannot be contents of consciousness in themselves, but only in later 
associated forms, Brahman would not be false on that account. 
Again, it is wrong to suppose that, when an object is known, the 
content of that mental state has the same form as the object of 
awareness; for we may know a hare’s horn through a verbal cogni¬ 
tion without assuming that the mental state has the same form as 
a hare’s horn. The assumption therefore that the content of aware-, 
ness must have the same form as its object is wholly invalid. It is 
clearly found to be so in the case of Brahma-knowledge; for no 
awareness can have an infinitude as its content. So to say that an 
awareness has content as an object simply means that it refers 
thereto ( tad-visayatvam eva tad-dkaratvam) 1 * . Since this is so, the 
condition of perception that pure consciousness must be reflected 
in the mental state in superimposition upon the physical object 
is wholly unnecessary. Thus the objection, that all that is cognizable 
is on that account false, is invalid. 

To this Madhusudana’s reply is that the pure consciousness, 
which is always self-revealing, is never the content of any aware¬ 
ness. It only appears to be so in association with the ajnana 
modifications which alone can become the content of knowledge. 
Thus in all circumstances the pure consciousness is self-revealing 
and it can never be the content of itself. Madhusudana would 
admit all the suggested interpretations of cognizability offered by 
Vyasa-tirtha, excepting the second (pkala-vyapyatvaf ; he, how¬ 
ever, admits that a stricter criticism would require the definition 
to be slightly modified by excluding cognizability through verbal 
cognition (vastutas tu sdbdajanya-vrtti-imayatvam eva drsyatvam ); 
in this way, though one may be aware of chimerical entities through 
verbal propositions, they would not on that account be called false; 
for they are absolutely non-existent entities, which cannot be called 
either false or true 3 . Madhusudana further interprets cognizability 
as that which has a definite formal content ( sva-prakdraka~vrtti~ 
visayatvam eva drsyatvam ). By the term “formal” ( sva~prakdraka) 




1 Nydydmrta , p. 57. 

55 The suggested interpretations of cognizability (< djiyatva ) as given by 
Vyasa-tirtha are of seven kinds: kirn idam drsyatvam; vrtti-vydpyaWam vd; 
phala~vydpyatvar?i vd; sadharanarn vd; kaddcid~kathattitid-vi$ayatvani vd; $va~ 
vyavahare $viUirikta~::imind<mtardpeh§a~niyatir vd; a-$va-prakdsatva?n vd. 

Ibid. p. 49* 

3 Advaita-siddhi , p. 268. 
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he means any describable characteristic ( sopdkhyak kascid dharmah) 
and thereby excludes Brahman, which means purity having no 
describable characteristic: on the other hand, even the cognition 
of negations may be described as having the character of negativity. 
The effect of this interpretation is that cognizability is limited to all 
that comes within the purview of relati ve and pragmatic experience. 
In attempting to clear the meaning of cognizability Madhusudana 
defines it as that which is somehow in relation with pure conscious¬ 
ness (cid-visayatva). This, being identical with self, is devoid of 
any such two-term relation. In the attempt to classify the meaning 
further, cognizability of things is defined as dependence for revela¬ 
tion on an alien consciousness (sva-vyavahdre svdtirikta-samvid - 
apeksd-niyati-rupam drsyatvani) or as the character of being other 
than the self-revealing (a-wa-prakd£atva~rUpatvam drsyatvani ). 
It is clear therefore that anything other than pure consciousness 
depends on pure consciousness for revelation. 

Ramacarya, in attempting to refute Madhusudana, says that 
merely from the knowledge of the concomitance of impurity 
(asuddhatva) and dependent revelation (a-sva-prakd$atva) one 
cannot say that pure consciousness is self-revealed; but such a 
conclusion can be arrived at only when it is known that pure 
consciousness has no impurity in it. Again, the concomitance of 
dependent revelation and impurity can be known only when their 
opposites, “purity” and “self-revealingness,are known to coexist 
with pure consciousness; thus the knowledge of concomitance of 
pure consciousness with self-revealingness and that of impure 
consciousness with dependent revelation are mutually independent. 
There is therefore no way in which it can be asserted that only pure 
consciousness is self-revealing 1 . The other reason adduced for 
falsehood is that the world-appearance is false because it is material. 
Now what is this materiality? Its character is given as “non- 
knower * 9 (< ajndtrtva ), ‘ * ignorance * 9 (ajndnatva) , as “ non-self- 
revealing( a-sva-prakdsatva ), or “non-self.” If the first meaning 
of materiality be accepted, then it may be pointed out that according 

1 na tavad a-sva-prakasatvasuddhatvayor vyapya-vyapaka-bhavct-grahama- 
trena suddhe sva~prakdsatd paryavasyati kintu suddhe asva-prakd£atva-vydpa~ 
kasya asuddhatvasya vy&vrttdu jfidtdydm eva. tatha ca vy&paka-vyatireka - 
grahdrtham avasyam suddha~jndnam . kimcdsva-prakdsatvdmddhatvayor vya - 
pya-iydpaka-bhava-graho 'pi tadubhayav}’atirekayoh iuddhatva-svaprakasatvayoh 
iuddhe sahacdra~grahe saty eveti ghatfa-kuti-prabkata-vrttantah . Tarangirti , p. 31. 
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td the Sankarites the ego is false, and yet it is the knower; the pure 
consciousness, which according to the Sankarites is the only reality, 
is not itself the knower. If it is suggested that pure consciousness 
may be regarded as the knower through false assumption, then it 
may well be said that false assumption would validate any false 
reasoning, and that would be of no avail. Even the body appears as 
the knower when one says, “I, the white man, know,” yet on that 
account the body cannot be regarded as the knower. The second 
interpretation, which defines materiality as ignorance ( ajnana ), 
cannot be held; for phenomenal knowledge is partly true and partly 
false. Again, it may in this connection be asked whether the know¬ 
ledge of the self ( atman ) has any content or not. If it has, then that 
content must necessarily be the object of a cognizing activity, and 
it is impossible that the cognizing activity of the self should direct 
its activity towards the self. If it is urged in reply that the self has 
no activity to be directed to itself, but the fact that it is distinguished 
as self is its cognition of itself, the obvious reply to this is that the 
cognition of all things is nothing more than the fact that they are 
distinguished in their specific characters. If again the knowledge 
of the self has no content, then it is no knowledge at all. If any 
knowledge be admitted which does not illuminate any object, then 
even a jug can be called knowledge. Therefore, if materiality be 
defined as ajnana or ignorance, then even the self would for the 
above reasons be ajnana. In this connection it may well be re¬ 
membered that knowledge requires both the object and the knower: 
there cannot be any experience withou t the experiencer and the thing 
experienced. Again, if the self be regarded as mere knowledge, 
it may well be asked whether that knowledge is right knowledge 
or illusion. If the former, then, since the modifications of the avidya 
are known by the self, these would be true. It cannot be the latter, 
because there is no defect associated with the self. Neither can the 
self be regarded as bliss: for the phenomenal enjoyment of worldly 
objects is not admitted as bliss, and there is no way in which the 
degrees of plea sure or bliss which may lead ultimately to the highest 
bliss can be admitted; for, once a degree of pleasure is admitted, an 
extraneous element naturally creeps in. Thus falsity of the world on 
the ground that it is material is unacceptable in any sense of the term 1 . 

1 This argument that the world is false on account of its materiality is 
adduced in the Tattva-iuddhi . 
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To this Madhusudana’s reply is that the second and third 
interpretations of materiality, i.e., that which is ignorance is 
material or that which is non-self is material, would be quite 
suitable. In finding fault with Vyasa-tlrtha’s exposition of knowledge 
Madhusudana says that, if knowledge be defined as that which 
illuminates an object, then even during emancipation objects would 
be illuminated, which is impossible; the relation of knowledge to 
objects is extraneous and therefore illusory. If it is objected that, if no 
objects are revealed during release, then even bliss is not revealed, and 
in that case no one would care to attain release, the reply is that the 
emancipated state is itself bliss and there is no separate manifestation 
of bliss as obtainable therein. The association of an object is per¬ 
ceivable only in sense-knowledge; in the knowledge of the self there 
is no association with the senses, and it is unreasonable to demand 
that even then objects should be manifested in knowledge. When it 
is said that self is of the nature of immediate knowledge, the sugges¬ 
tion that then it must be either valid or erroneous is unacceptable. 
For the exclusive classification of knowledge as valid or invalid 
applies to ordinary experienced knowledge. But the self as knowledge 
is like the indeterminate knowledge that is neither valid nor invalid. 

Ramacarya, however, says that, if the association of knowledge, 
w ith objects be extraneous, then at the time of the dawn of ultimate 
knowledge the self should not be regarded as its object. If it is said 
that this is only so in the case of perceptual knowledge, where pure 
consciousness is reflected through the vrtti of the form of the object, 
then the connection of the knowledge with the object would be 
false; for in that case the necessity of vrtti and the reflection of con¬ 
sciousness through it would have to be admitted at the dawn of the 
knowledge of the self in the ultimate stage. The relation of the 
object to knowledge therefore cannot be extraneous and therefore 
false. In reply to Madhusudana’s statement that, just as according 
to the Naiyayikas, though universals and individuals are mutually 
correlated, yet in the state of ultimate dissolution the universals 
remain even though there are no individuals, so there may be a 
state where there is knowledge, but no object; for the sphere of 
knowledge is wider than that of knowledge with objects. Rama¬ 
carya says that even in the state of pralaya , where there is no 
individual, the knowledge of the universals has the individuals 
within it as its constituents. Again, the association of objects with 
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knowledge does not mean that the objects produce knowledge, but 
that knowledge is associated with the objects. Again, if the associa¬ 
tion with the object be regarded as meaning “ necessarily produced 
by objects,” or if it necessarily means “in whichever place or at 
whichever time this object exists there is knowledge,” then the 
Sarikarites would not be able to affirm the unity of the soul. For, 
since the unity exists in Brahman, it could not be generated by the 
individual soul. And again, if it is affirmed that, whenever there is 
unity with Brahman, there is unity with the soul, then, since the 
Brahman is always one, all individual souls will be emancipated; 
it will also be impossible to determine the unity of individual souls 
and the unity of Brahman. So the objects do not generate the 
determinate knowledge, but are associated with it. 

It is argued that whatever is limited and finite is false; now this 
limitation may be by time or space or by other entities ( paricchin- 
natvam api desatah kdlato vastuto va). Now as to this Vyasa-tirtha 
says that time and space cannot be limited by time and space and 
this is so much the case that even the supreme reality, the Brahman, 
is often spoken of as existing always and everywhere; time and 
space are thus universal characteristics and cannot be denied of 
others or of themselves. Thus the observation of Vacaspati, that 
whatever does not exist in some places and in some time is on that 
account absent everywhere and always, and that what is existent 
must always and everywhere be so (yat sat tat sada sarvatra sad 
eva ... tathd ca yat kadacit kutracid asat tat sada sarvatra asadevd), 
is wholly invalid; for, if by non-existence at some particular time 
existence at any other time can be invalidated, then by existence at 
that time non-existence at other times may also be invalidated. 
It is as good logic to say that, because it will not exist then, there¬ 
fore it does not exist now, as to say that, because it exists now, it 
must exist then 1 . Again, what is meant by spatial limitation? If it 
means non-association with all bodies (. sarva-murttdsamyogitvam ) 
or the non-possession of the supreme measure (parama-mahat- 
parimandnadhikaranatvam), then even Brahman is so; for He is 
untouchable ( asanga ) and He has no measure as His quality; if it 
means possession of limited measure (parimdna), then parimdna or 
“measure,” being a quality, cannot belong to a quality; so qualities 
would not be limited (guna-karmadau gundnanglkdrdt). Again, 

1 Nyayamrta, p. 79. 
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temporal limitation cannot be associated with negation as “other¬ 
ness”; for, if the limitation as otherness be denied at any time, then 
all things in the world would be one. Now limitation by other 
entities (which is the third definition of limitation) means “dif¬ 
ference” ( bhinnatva ); but such a limitation (according to the 
Sank antes) is absent in the world of everyday experience; for they 
deny the reality of difference. Again, difference from falsehood 
exists also in the self: therefore the argument of Anandabodha, 
that whatever things exist divided ( vibhaktatvat ) are on that account 
false, is invalid. It is, again, wrong to suppose that the unlimited 
nature of being consists in the fact that it alone remains universal, 
whereas everything else changes and must therefore be considered 
to be imposed upon it, since, when we say “a jug exists,” “a jug 
moves,” the jug seems to remain unchanged, while its verb changes, 
as “exists” and “moves.” As “many” is associated with “one,” 
so “one” also is associated with “many”; so nothing can be made 
of the argument that what remains constant is unlimited and valid 
and what is changeful is false. 

To this Madhusudana’s reply is that, since the Sankarites do 
not admit universals, it is wrong to suppose that in all cases of the 
existence of a cow there is something like the cow-universal which 
persists, and, if that is not so, then the only other explanation is that 
it is the individuals that come and go and, are imposed upon the 
persistent experience of being, which alone is therefore real. Now, 
again, it may be argued, the Brahman, as being, is always covered by 
ajnaticr, it has no distinguishable form, and so it is wrong to think 
that Brahman is manifested as being in our experience of the world- 
objects. To this the reply is that Brahman is itself not covered by 
ajnana ( sad-dtmana na brahmano rnuldjndnend-vrtatvam) : it is only 
by the limitations of the specific forms of world-objects that its 
nature is hidden; when the obstacles of these specific forms are broken 
by the function of the vrtti modification of the mind, the Brahman 
underlying these objects manifests itself as pure being. It cannot be 
objected that Brahman, as such a pure being, has no visual charac¬ 
teristics and therefore cannot be perceived by the eye; for Brahman 
is not perceivable by any of the senses or by any specific sense 1 . 

1 na ca rupadi-hinatayd cdk$u§atvddy-anupapattih bddhikd iti vacyam r prati- 
niyatendriya-grahyesv eva rupady-apeksd-niyamat sarvendriya-grahyam tu sad- 
rupam brahma ndto rupddi-hTnatve'pi ccik$usatvady anupapattih sattvdydh parair 
apt sarvendriya-grdhyatva-dbhyupagamdt ca . Advaita-siddhi , p. 318, 
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Ramacarya in reply says that the universal (as “cow”) has to 
be accepted; for otherwise how can the so-called universal as being 
be sometimes manifested as cow and at other times as other 
objects? Again, it is wrong to say that Brahman is not in itself 
covered by the avidyd ; for it is said that, even when the being- 
aspect is revealed, the aspect as bliss may still remain covered; 
then, since being and bliss must be one (for otherwise the monism 
would fail), the veil must also be over the being-aspect as well. 
Again, as Brahman has no form and no characteristic, it cannot be 
said to be grasped by all the senses ( atyantam avyakta-svabhdvasya 
brahmanas caksur-ddi-sarvendriyagrahyatve mdnabhavdt) 1 . 

The argument that falsehood consists in the non-existence of 
the whole in the parts is attacked by Vyasa-tirtha. He says that, so 
far as concerns the view that, because part and whole are identical, 
therefore the whole cannot be dependent on the part, he has no 
objection. If the whole is not dependent upon anything else and 
not on its parts either, then it may not be dependent on anything 
at all; but it cannot on that account be called false. But it may be 
pointed out that perception shows that the whole is dependent on 
the parts and rests in them, and therefore on the evidence of per¬ 
ception its non-existence in the parts cannot be admitted. The 
question arises whether “non-existence” or “negation” is valid 
or invalid; if it is valid, then monism breaks down, and, if it is 
invalid, then non-existence is denied, which will be in favour of 
Vyasa-tirtha. Now it cannot be urged that the existence of negation 
cannot be fatal to monism: for negation includes position as a 
constituent. Again, Brahman is denoted by the term advitiya 
(“devoid of any second”); this involves a negation, and, if negation 
is invalid, then its demolition of Brahman will also be invalid. 
Further, the denial of a second to Brahman may mean a denial not 
only of positive entities, but of negative entities also; positivity 
itself means the negative of the negative. Also, if negation is 
admitted, then, since one of its forms is “otherness,” its admission 
means the admission of otherness and hence of duality. Moreover, 
it would be difficult for the Sankarites to describe the nature of 
negation; for, if no positive entities can be described, it goes with¬ 
out saying that it will be still more difficult to describe negative 
entities. Moreover, not only is the non-existence of the whole in 


1 Tarangini, p, 52. 





the parts contradicted by perceptual experience, but it is opposed to 
reason also; for, since the whole cannot be subsistent anywhere 
else, if it is not admitted to be subsistent in the parts, its very nature 
is inexplicable (anydsamavetasydmsitvam eiat-tantii-samavetatvarn 
vind na yuktam) 1 . 

Again, the view that, since without knowledge nothing is 
revealed, the so-called things are nothing but knowledge, is wrong; 
for the things are experienced not as being themselves knowledge, 
but as those things of which we have knowledge {ghatasya jndnam 
iti hidhih na tu ghata jndnam iti ). 

In reply to the above Madhusudana says that, since the ex¬ 
perience of cause and effect cannot be explained without assuming 
some difference between them, such a difference must be admitted 
for practical purposes, in spite of the fact that they are identical. 
Discussion regarding the validity or invalidity of negation is 
brushed aside by Madhusudana as being out of place. Again, the 
opposition of perception is no objection; for perception is often 
illusory. Also, the objection that, if the whole, which is not else¬ 
where, is also not in the parts, its existence is inexplicable, is 
invalid; for, though the whole may not exist in the parts as an 
independent entity, it may still be there as identical with the material 
cause, the parts; for being materially identical (< etat-saniavetatva ) 
with anything does not necessarily follow from a denial of its 
negation therein; for, if it were so, then all such qualities as are devoid 
of negati ve instances (being on that account present in it) would 
be materially identical with the thing 2 . But what really determines 
a thing's material identity with another thing is that the former's 
negation-prior-to-existence ( prdg-ahhdva ) must be in it ( kintu 
etan-nistha-prdg-dbhdva-pratiyogitvad aikyam). The objection of 
Vyasa-tlrtha, that a doth can have its negation in threads only when 
such threads are not its constituent parts, is invalid, for the very 
reason that what determines material identity is the existence of the 
prior-to-existence negation ( prdg-abhdva-pratiyogitva ) of the whole 
in the part or of the effect in the cause, and therefore it is not proper 
to say that a cloth can non-exist only in such threads as are not 

1 tatha ca amiitva-rupa-hetor etat-tantu-msthatyantabhava-pratiyogitva- 
rupa-sadhyena virodhah. Nydyamrta-prakdia^ p. 86. 

2 etannisthdtyantdbhtim-pratiyogitvam hi etatsamavetatve prayojakam na 
bhavati, paramate keoalanvayi-dharma-matrasya etatsamavetatvdpatteh . 

Advaita-siddhi , p, 324. 
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constituents of it: for the condition of the non-existence of the 
cloth in the threads is not the fact of the threads not being a con¬ 
stituent of the cloth, but the absence of the prior-to-existence 
negation of the cloth in the threads. 

An objection is urged by Vyasa-tlrtha that for the self-same 
reasons on account of which the world is called false Brahman as 
well may be regarded as false; for Brahman is the substratum of all 
our experience and therefore may be regarded as false. As to this 
Madhusudana says that, so far as Brahman is associated with 
ajndna, it is false, but, so far as it is beyond our practical experience, 
it is real. Moreover, if no ground-reality be admitted, then, the 
whole world-appearance being an illusion, we shall be landed in 
pure nihilism. Again, the objection that Brahman, being different 
from non-existent entity, is like the conch-sheil-silver, which also, 
though not real, is different from non-existent entity, cannot be 
maintained. For difference from non-existent entity is difference 
from that which cannot appear anywhere as existent, and that alone 
is different from it which appears somewhere as an existent entity; 
but this cannot apply to Brahman, since pure Brahman does not 
appear anywhere as an existent entity. 

Vyasa-tlrtha, after adopting a number of tentative definitions of 
being, finds fault with them all, and says that, in whatever way being 
may be defined by the Sankarites, that would be applicable in the 
same manner to the being of the world. Briefly speaking, the 
definition of being comes to be “that which at all times and in 
all places cannot be denied” (sarva-desa-kala-sambandhi-nisedha- 
pratiyogitvam sattvam). It may also be defined as that which, 
being different from non-being, is not a false imposition, or as that 
which at some time or other is directly and rightly felt as existing 
( astitva-prakaraka-pramanam prati kadacid saksad-visayatvam). 

In reply to the above attempt at a definition of being by 
Vyasa-tlrtha, Madhusudana says that our perceptual experience is 
absolutely illegitimate in discerning truth as distinguished from 
falsehood or as opposed to it 1 . Truth and falsehood being mutually 
related, all attempts at defining them by mutual opposition become 
circular, ahd therefore illegitimate; definitions of being which refer 
in some way or other to the experience of being as such are also 

1 cak$urddy-adhyaksa~yogya-rnithyatva~virodki-saWaanirukteh. 

Advaita-siddlii, pp. 333-4. 
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they involve the very concept of being which is to be 
defined. It is also wrong to say that the world has as much reality 
of the same order as that of Brahman; for falsehood and reality 
cannot have the same order of being. The being of Brahman is of 
the nature of one pure luminous consciousness, and it is clear that 
the material world cannot have that order of being. Now falsehood 
is defined as non-existence at all times and places (sarva-desiya- 
traikalika-nisedha-pratiyogitvam)-, reality is its opposite. Sense- 
perception can never bring to us such a negation, and therefore it 
also cannot bring to us the opposite of negation, i.e., reality. The 
fact that some things are perceived to exist somewhere at some time 
is irrelevant ; for even a false appearance may have such a temporary 
perceptual existence. There is a Nyaya view to the effect that there 
is a special mode of presentation of universals (scdtidnya-pratya- 
satti), by which all the individuals that come under such universals 
are presented in consciousness, and that it is .by this means alone 
that inductive generalization leading to deductive inference is 
possible. On this view the contention is that, though all negations 
of an entity at all times and places may not be visually perceived, 
they may be presented to consciousness by the above means of 
presentation, and, if they are thus presented to consciousness, their 
negation, viz., the reality, may also be perceived. 

Madhusudana’s reply to this is, that there is no such special 
mode of presentation of universals by which all the individuals 
associated with them are also present in consciousness, i.e., there 
is no such sdmdnya-pratydsatti as is admitted by the Nyayayikas. 
He then indulges in a polemic against such a sdmdnya-pratydsatti 
and tries to show that deductive inferences are possible through the 
association of the special characteristics of the universals as de¬ 
termining the concomitance 1 ; thus, if there is no sdmdnya-pratydsatti 
and if all. the negations at all times and places cannot be presented 
to consciousness, their opposite, reality, cannot be perceived either. 

The reply of Ramacarya is that, though such negations at all 
times and all places may not be perceived by the senses, yet there 

1 vyapti-mirti-prakarena vd pakmdharmata-jnaniisya hetuta; mahdnastya eva 
dhumo dhumatmna vydpti~s?nrti-vi?Qyo bhavati , dhUmatvena parvatfya-dhiima - 
jfianai]i cdpijdtam, tac ca sdmdnya-laksanam vinaiva; tdvataiva anumiti-siddheh; 
.. .pratiyogitdvaccliedaka-prak&raka-jndndd eva tat~saimbhavena tad-arthani 
sakala-pratiyogi-jndna-janikdydh sfimdnya-pratydsa tty anupayogdt. 

Advaita-siddhi, pp. 338, 341. 
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to reason why their opposite, reality, cannot be perceived; when 
one sees a jug, one feels that it is there and nowhere else. One 
perceives the objects negated and not the negation itself 1 . He 
further says that, though sdmdnya-pratydsatti may not be admitted, 
yet the imperceived negations may be known by inference, and thus 
the objection of Madhusudana that, unless sdmdnya-pratydsatti is 
admitted, such negations cannot be known and their opposite, 
reality, cannot be perceived either, is doubly invalid 2 . 

Madhusudana further says that the testimony of the testifying 
consciousness (sdkst) in experience reveals only present entities, 
and in that way the world-objects are relatively real. But the testi¬ 
fying consciousness cannot in any way show whether they will be 
contradicted in future or not; the testifying consciousness is thus 
incapable of defying a future denial of world-experience, when the 
Brahma-knowledge is attained. 

Vyasa-tirtha had objected to the Vedanta thesis that there is 
otoe Being, self-identical with pure consciousness, on which all the 
so-called forms of object and content of knowledge are imposed, 
pointing out that the mere fact that one experiences that a jug 
exists does not prove that the jug is imposed upon the pure being; 
for pure existence can never be perceived and all the characteristics, 
including false appearances, may also be considered to have the 
same existential character as existence itself. 

Madhusudana^ simple reply is that instead of admitting a 
number of individual entities it is much better to admit one con¬ 
stant being on which the various forms of objects are imposed. The 
assertion of Vyasa-tirtha that perceptual evidence is by its very 
nature stronger than inference, which is slow in establishing itself 
on account of the various conditions that it has to depend on, is 
objected to by Madhusudana, who says that, when perceptual 
evidence is contradicted by inference and scriptural testimony (e.g., 
as in the perception of the small dimensions of planetary bodies), 
it is the former that is negated. So perception has also to depend 
for its validity on its non-contradiction and other means of proof, 
and the other means of proof have no more to depend on perception 
than perception on them. So all these means of proof, being rela¬ 
tively dependent, are of inferior validity to the Vedic testimony, 
which, not being a man-made document, has naturally an inalien- 
1 Taraiiginly p. 61. 2 Ibid. p. 63. 
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claim to validity.. It is well known that perception through one 
sense, say the visual, has often to be woven together with perception 
through other senses, e.g., the tactile, for arriving at valid ex¬ 
perience of facts, as in the perception “ fire is hot.” Thus perceptual 
evidence has no right of superior validity by reason of being per¬ 
ceptible, though it may be admitted that in certain spheres percep¬ 
tion may dispel an ignorance which is not removed by inference 1 . 
The objection that an inferential evidence, because it establishes 
itself slowly (on account of its dependence on many facts), is of 
inferior validity to perception because this comes quicker is invalid; 
for validity depends upon proper examination and discovery of 
faultlessness and not on mere quickness. Moreover, since there are 
many scriptural texts declaring the oneness of all, which cannot be 
justified except on the assumption of the-falsity of the world, and 
since such an admission would not take away from perception its 
natural claim to validity in the relative sphere, a compromise may 
well be effected by allowing perceptual validity to remain uncon¬ 
trolled in the relative sphere and admitting the scriptural validity 
of oneness in the absolute sphere. 

Again, Vyasa-tlrtha urges that, since inference and scriptural 
testimony both depend on visual and auditory perception, it will 
be wrong to think that the former could invalidate the latter. If 
perception is not valid in itself, then all inference and scriptural 
testimony would be invalid, since their data are supplied by 
perception. 

To this Madhusudana’s reply is that the scriptural testimony 
does not challenge the data supplied by perception, but challenges 
their ultimate validity, which can never be supplied by perceptual 
experience 2 . The bare fact that one knowledge springs up because 
it was preceded by another is no reason why it is to be less valid; 
the judgement “this is not silver, but conch-shell” is not less valid 
because it could not have come into being unless there had been 
a previous error with the perception of conch-shell as silver. It is 
said that the validity of sense-evidence is determined by a critical 
examination depending on correspondence. To this Madhusudana’s 

1 ndpi murndnady-anivartita-dirlmohanddi-mvartakatvena prdbalyam; etdvatd 
hi vaidharmya-mdtratn siddham. Advaita-siddhi , p. 3 5 5. 

- yat-svariipatn upayujyate tanna bddhyate t bddhyate ca tatvikatvakarah, sa 
ca nopajlvyate karanatve tasydpravesdt. Ibid . p.,363. 
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that, sq far as concerns the validity of an awareness accor ¬ 
ding to correspondence, the Sarikarites have nothing to say against 
it. What he challenges is that the ultimate validity or ultimate 
non-contradiction cannot be revealed by any critical examination. 
It is again argued that, if perception is invalid, the knowledge of 
concomitance arrived at through it is invalid, and therefore all 
inference is invalid. This is, however, wrong; for even by a false 
reasoning a right inference may be possible; from an illusory 
reflection it is possible to infer the existence of the thing reflected. 
Moreover, falsity of the evidence (inferential or perceptual) does not 
imply the falsity of the thing known; so the objection that, if per¬ 
ception is not regarded as valid, then all knowledge becomes invalid, 
is illegitimate. 

Vyasa-tlrtha urges that, if perceptual testimony can be contra¬ 
dicted in any place by inference, then any and every inference can 
contradict perception, and fire can be regarded as cold and a hare 
as having a horn, which is impossible. 

To this Madhusudana’s reply is that not any and every in¬ 
ference can be regarded as superior to perception, since it is well 
known that an illegitimate inference leads to no valid conclusion. 
The instances which have been adduced by Vyasa-tirtha are in¬ 
stances of illegitimate inferences, the fallacy of which is apparent. 
It is never admitted by anyone that an illegitimate inference is 
stronger than perception; but it also cannot be denied that there 
are many instances of illegitimate perception which are rightly 
denounced by right inferences. 

Vyasa-tirtha further says that the science of mimamsa itself 
admits in various places the superior validity of perception, and 
recommends a twisting interpretation of such scriptural passages 
as are not in harmony with perception. The scriptural text, “ That art 
thou / 5 is directly contradicted in perceptual experience, and there¬ 
fore should be so interpreted as not to come into conflict therewith. 

To this Madhusiidana’s reply is that it is indeed true that certain 
scriptural passages which deal with ordinary mundane affairs 
are thus brought into harmony with experience and are some¬ 
times interpreted in accordance with perception; but that is no 
reason why those texts which refer to ultimate experience and 
which do not refer to the accessory details of sacrifices should also 
be subordinate to perception. 



On the Falsity of the World 

Vyaaa-tirtha says that it is wrong to suppose that perception is 
invalidated by inference or scriptural testimony; what happens in 
the case of perceptual illusions is that in both cases perception is 
vitiated by various types of defects, the presence of which is also 
known by perception. 

To this MadhusQdana’s simple reply is that the presence of 
defects cannot be known by perception itself, and that most cases 
of illusory perception are invalidated by stronger inference. When 
it is said that the moon is no bigger than a foot the illusory percep ¬ 
tion is no doubt due to the defect of the long distance, but that this 
is so can be known only by an inference based upon the observation 
of the diminution of sizes in trees on distant hill-tops. Thus, though 
there are cases in which one perception invalidates another, there 
are also cases in which an inference invalidates a perception. 

A question arises whether the present perception of the world- 
appearance may ultimately be contradicted; but to this Vyasa-tlrtha 
says that such a fear of future contradiction may invalidate even that 
knowledge which contradicts this perception. Ordinarily the 
waking experience contradicts dream-experience, and, if waking 
experience be also contradicted, then there would be nothing to 
contradict dream-experience. In this way it will be difficult to find 
an instance of false experience. The knowledge that contradicts the 
illusory perception comprehends within it things which are not 
known at the time of illusory perception (e.g., the knowledge of the 
conch-shell which was not present at the time of perception of 
illusory shell-silver). But it cannot be urged that the knowledge 
that would contradict world-experience would have the specific 
nature of not being comprehended within the knowledge of world- 
appearance. Again, a knowledge that contradicts another know¬ 
ledge must have a content; contentless knowledge has no opposition 
to false cognitions, yet Brahma-knowledge is regarded as content¬ 
less. Moreover, contradiction is possible only there, where a defect 
is, and that defect lies with the Sahkarites, who give a monistic 
interpretation of scriptural texts. Again, if the monistic experience 
is certified by monistic texts, the dualistic experience is also certified 
by dualistic texts, and a knowledge that would contradict and 
negate the world-experience would involve a duality by the very 
fact of such negation. Moreover, the last experience which would 
contradict the world-experience, being itself an experience, would 
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qually liable to contradiction; and, if uncontradicted experience 
be also doubted as being liable to contradiction, then there would 
be no end to such doubts. 

Madhusudana, in reply to the above objection of Vyasa-tirtha, 
emphasizes the point that it is no essential character of a knowledge 
that contradicts another that it should have a content; what is 
essential here is that a right knowledge should be grounded in the 
realization of the reality and thereby negate the false knowledge. 
It is also wrong to think that, when Brahma-knowledge negates 
world-appearance, an affirmation of duality is involved; for the 
Brahma-knowledge is of the very nature of reality, before which the 
falsehood, which has only appearance and no existence, naturally 
dissolves away. He further says that doubts regarding validity can 
only arise when it is known that there are defects; but, since there 
can be no defects in Brahma-knowledge, no doubts can arise. The 
assertion of Vyasa-tirtha that, if the world-appearance is false, then 
it is wrong to speak of the self as being of the nature of pure bliss 
on the ground that the experience of dreamless sleep reveals such 
a blissful state, is unwarranted, because the nature of self as blissful 
is known directly from scriptural testimony, and the experience of 
dreamless sleep is consistent with it. 


Nature of Knowledge. 

Vyasa-tirtha argues that, if the reasons, cognizability, etc., are 
supposed to indicate the falsity of the world-appearance and if they 
are applied to the inferential apparatus, then they also are false; 
and, if they are not false, then all the world-appearance is false, and 
the argument for the falsity of the world is fallacious. Vyasa-tirtha 
says further that, if the Sankarite be asked to explain the nature of 
, true reality, he will naturally be liable to confusion. It cannot be 
regarded as an object of awareness, because chimerical entities are 
also objects of awareness; it cannot be described as direct aware¬ 
ness, because then it would not belong to any eternal and transcen¬ 
dental entities which are unperceiving, and the world-appearance 
also, which is directly perceived, would not be false, and the in¬ 
ference, e.g., of fire based upon an illusory perception of the reason 
(e.g., the water-vapour in a lake), would also be true. Knowledge 
does ndt contribute to the existence of things all their properties; 
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if fire is not known as fire, it can burn all the same. Thus 
existence does not depend upon any kind of awareness. It is 
also wrong to define reality as practical behaviour; tor, unless the 
nature of world-appearance is known, the nature of practical 
behaviour is not known. The world as such must be either existent 
or non-existent, and there is no other third way of subsistence; 
the non-existence of the world cannot be proved by any existent 
proof, because existence and non-existence are opposed to each 
other ; nor can it be proved by non-existent proofs, simply because 
they are non-existent. There cannot be any being such that it exists 
in common with non-being and ultimate being 1 . 

Madusudana says that the false may be distinguished from the 
true by exactly the same kind of considerations which lead the 
opponent to distinguish between the perception of the blueness of 
the sky and the ordinary objects of experience such as a jug, a rope, 
etc. The nature of reality that has been conceded to the world- 
appearance is that it is not contradicted by anything other than 
Brahma-knowledge. 

yyasa-tlrtha points out that the contention of the Sankarites that 
there cannot be any relation between knowledge and its contents is 
borrowed from the Buddhists, who consider awareness and its 
objects to be the same. The fiankarites hold that, if the objects are 
considered to be real, then it is difficult to show how there can be 
any relation between knowledge and the objects revealed by it; for 
the two accepted relations of contact and inseparable inherence 
(, samavaya ) cannot hold between them. The relation of objectivity 
is also too obscure to be defined; and therefore it must be admitted 
that the relation between knowledge and the objects is wholly 
illusory. 

To this Vyasa-tlrtha replies that, though all objects are regarded 
by the Sankarites as illusorily imposed upon the one supreme per- 
ceiver, the Brahman, yet for explanation of specific cognitions of 
specific individuals, sense-contact, leading to the rise of different 
perceptions of different individuals, is admitted by them. The 
Sankarites are not idealists to the same extent as the Buddhists are. 
Even if it be admitted that pure consciousness may appear different 
upder various conditions, yet there is no reason why the world- 

1 napi sat-trayanugatam sat-dvaydnugatarn vd satva-sdmdnyam tantram. 
Nyaydmrta , p. 174. 


L 



Controversy between Dualists and Monists Xwl 

should be considered as impositions upon pure conscious¬ 
ness* Even the admission of the world-objects as illusory imposi¬ 
tions does not help us very much; for there cannot be any know¬ 
ledge of these world-objects without the cognitive function (vrtti) 
of the mind. Again, if all world-objects are illusory impositions, 
then it is meaningless to put into t he modus operandi of the perceptual 
process a reflection of the pure consciousness through its specific 
functions, or into the specific cognitive senses the consciousness 
underlying the objects 1 . The mere fact that neither contact nor 
inseparable relation can be of any avail does not necessarily imply 
that perceptual forms are all illusory; for, if there is an actual 
experience, then relations have naturally to be imagined to explain 
the situation 2 . Again, if it be admitted for argument's sake that 
there is no way of proving the validity of the assumption of a rela¬ 
tion between knowledge and its object, yet that would not prove 
the falsity of the objects themselves; what it would do at the utmost 
would be to deny the validity of relations subsisting between know¬ 
ledge and its objects. Again, if the Sankarite finds no difficulty in 
admitting the relation of the pure consciousness to the vrtti , why 
does he find any difficulty in admitting such a relation to the 
objects 3 ? Even if the world-objects be regarded as indescribable, 
yet their existence may be regarded as being indescribable in the 
same way as that of Brahman. The Sankarite has also to admit the 
existence of the objective world and to offer explanations for the 
way in which it is perceived. The only difference of this view from 
that of the realists is that, while the Sankarite considers the objects 
to be ultimately false, the realist considers them to be real; and the 
same reason that leads the Sankarites to consider them as having a 
higher order of reality than the merely illusory leads the realists 
to consider them as ultimately real 4 . The Brahman itself is in a 
sense as indescribable as the world-objects 5 . Things, so far as they 


a Nydydmrta , p. 191. 

2 Ibid, p. 193: pramita-vastvanusarena hi prakriyd kalpyd na tu sva-kalpita- 
prakriyanurodhena pramita-tydgah. 

8 ' yddrsan% vi$ayatvam te vrttim prati ddatmanah 

tadfsarn visayatvam me drsyasydpi driam prati. Ibid . p. 205 a. 

* tava sa cikdrcih sad-vilaksanah mama tu sanniti anirucyamdno*pi sa tava 
yena mdnena apratibhdsikah tenaiva mama tdtviko'stu. Ibid. p. 203. 

& kidrk tat pratyag iti cet tadrsi dfg iti dvayam 

yatra na prasaraty etal pratyag ity-avadhdraya 
iti brahmany api durniriipatyasyti uktatvdc ca. Ibid. p. 206 a. 
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inown and so far as they have certain common characteristics, 
can well be described, though in their unique nature each of them 
has such peculiarities that they cannot be properly defined and 
expressed. Each human face may be well known by the uncontra¬ 
dicted testimony of our senses; but still It cannot be described with 
its own specific and peculiar characteristics 1 . So it is difficult to 
describe the specific nature of Brahman as the identity of pure 
being, bliss and consciousness; yet its reality is not denied. The 
same is the case with the world-objects, and, though they are 
indescribable in their specific natures, yet their reality cannot be 
denied 2 . 

Madusudana generally passes over many of the points of objec¬ 
tion raised by Vyasa-tirtha; one of these points is that relations are 
grasped directly and that there is no incongruity in thinking that, 
if relations cannot be mediated, they can yet be grasped directly by 
the senses. Madhusiidana*s contention is that, if relations be 
described as self-subsistent, then they cannot be explained and 
must therefore be regarded as false. Vyasatlrtha now refers to the 
Sankarite account of perception, and says that in their view the 
objects are supposed to be there and the veil over them is removed 
by the mind ( antahkarana) transforming itself into the form, of the 
object; he says also, that, if this is so, then the objects of perception 
cannot be regarded as mental. If the objects were merely mental, 
the application of the sense-organs would be unnecessary for their 
perception; in dreams mental objects are “perceived,” but the 
visual organs are not exercised. The difference between the 
ordinary practical experience of the world and that of dreams is 
only that the former is longer in duration, and so, if in dream- 
experience the mental objects can be perceived without the exercise 
of the visual organ, there is no reason why the world-objects also 
cannot be perceived in the same way. Moreover, in the case of 
n on-perceptual cognition {parokm jndna) the Sankarites themselves 
admit that the objects are illuminated without any direct operation 
of antahkarana , in association with the senses, involving an actual 

1 tasrnat pramitasya ittharn iti nirvaktum 
asakyatvarji pratipurusa-mukham spastd-vddkita 
~dr$tidr$tam vilak?ana-samsthdna~visesasya vd 
sattve’py adbhutatvad eva yuktam. Ibid. p. 206. 

2 tasrnat nirvacandyogyasydpi visvasya iksuksiradi-mddhuryavad brahmavac 
ca pr&mdnikatvad eva sattva-siddheh. Ibid. p. 206. 
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contact with the objects. There is no reason why the same thing 
cannot take place in ordinary perception. The difference of the 
antahkarana transformation in the two cases might equally well 
explain the difference between the perceptual (a-paroksa) and non- 
perceptual ( paroksa ) cognitions, and for this it is not necessary to 
assume that in one case the antahkarana goes out and in another 
case remains inside. It cannot be held that an immediate intuitive 
character belongs to the antahkarana ; for the antahkarana itself 
being non~intuitive and non-self-illuminating by nature, its modi¬ 
fications also cannot be intuitive or self-illuminating. The mere fact 
that antahkarana has fire elements in it does not make it self- 
illuminating; for then many objects which are supposed to be made 
up of fire elements would be self-illuminating. Again, it is wrong 
to suppose that the manifestation of consciousness must be non- 
• transitive by nature; for, though one may speak of the illumination 
of an object in non-transitive terms, one speaks of knowing in 
transitive terms. If it is not admitted that the transitive or in¬ 
transitive character of an action is often of a verbal nature, it would 
be difficult for a Sankarite to speak of a modification of antahkarana 
(which is non-transitive) as equivalent to knowing an object. 
Moreover, if it is held that it is only the pure consciousness outside 
the vrtti that is illuminated, then the past, wherein there is no pure 
consciousness manifesting it, could not reveal itself to us; so it is 
wholly unwarrantable to conceive of an intermediatory means in 
order to explain the relation between knowledge and its objects. 
Even if it be admitted that the antahkarana goes outside the bod)r, 
yet it is difficult to conceive of the nature of pure consciousness, 
which is supposed to illumine the object, either as consciousness 
reflected in the vrtti of antahkarana (as stated by Bharatl-tirtha), or 
as the pure consciousness which is the ground of the appearance of 
objects manifested by the consciousness reflected in the antahka - 
rana~vrtti {yrtti-pratibimbita-caitanydbhivyaktamvisayddhisthanam 
caitanyaw) y as supposed by Sure&vara ,Th$ question is whether con¬ 
sciousness as manifested in the antahkarana illumines the object or 
whether the ground-consciousness underlying the objects manifests 
the objects. Neither of these views is tenable. The first view is not 
possible because, the consciousness reflected in the antahkarana - 
vrtti being false, it is not possible that the world-objects should be 
imposed on such an illusory entity; the second view is also im- 
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possible; for, if the consciousness reflected in the antahkarana-vrtti 
be supposed to remove the veil of the object, it may as well be held 
to manifest it, and it is, therefore, unnecessary to suppose that the 
ground-consciousness illumines the object. 

Further, it cannot be admitted that the vrtti assumes*the form 
of the gross physical objects; for then it would be as gross and 
material as the objects are. Moreover, the existence of an object 
assumes therewith the existence of the negation of other entities; 
and, if th t antahkarana is supposed to take the form of an object, 
it must also assume the negative forms; it is, however, difficult to 
conceive how the antahkarana can be supposed to assume the 
positive and the negative forms at one and the same time. Again, 
following the same supposition in the case of the final intuition, it 
has to be assumed that the antahkarana-vrtti assumes the form of 
Brahman; this, however, has no form, so that the antahkarana-vrtti 
must be supposed to be here both formless and endowed with form 
—which is absurd. 

Moreover, it is not legitimate to suppose that it is the conscious¬ 
ness underlying the finite self (jiva-eaitanya) that reveals the object; 
for, on the supposition that the objects are illusory superpositions 
on pure consciousness or on the consciousness underlying the 
objects, the Sankarite theory fails; for in this case the perceiving 
consciousness, being consciousness underlying the jiva y would be 
different either from pure consciousness or from the consciousness 
underlying the objects, which is supposed to be the basis of the 
illusory creations. Th e jiva itself, moreover, cannot be regarded as 
the basis of the creation; for it is itself an illusory creation. For the 
same reasons also it cannot be asserted that it is the Brahma- 
consciousness that illumines the object. Thus the Brahman, being 
itself as underlying the objects, an illusory creation, cannot be 
regarded as also illuminating the objects. The pure consciousness 
underlying the objects, being itself veiled by ajhdna , should not 
also be able to manifest itself; and thus all knowledge of objects 
would be impossible. If it is argued that, though the pure con¬ 
sciousness is veiled, yet the consciousness limited by the object- 
form may be manifested by the vrtti of the antahkarana , that is not 
correct: for it cannot be admitted that the consciousness limited by 
the object-forms is itself the basis of those object-forms, since that 
would amount to an admission that the object-forms are their own 




between Dualists and Monists 

fallacy of self-dependence (dtmdsraya), and 
the original contention of the Sahkarites that the objects are 
illusorily imposed upon pure consciousness fails, Moreover, if the 
process of knowledge is admitted to be such that the antahkarana- 
vrtti manifests the pure consciousness as limited by objective forms, 
then the case of final intuition (Brahman-knowledge), where ob¬ 
jective characteristics are absent, would be inexplicable. Again, the 
Sankarites hold that in deep dreamless sleep the antahkarana is 
dissolved; and, if that were so, thejwa, which is the consciousness 
limited by a particular antahkarana , would be renewed after each 
dreamless sleep, and thus the fruits of the karma of on ejlva ought 
not to be reaped by the new Jiva. The view that the pure con¬ 
sciousness is reflected through a vrtti is also inadmissible; for 
reflections can happen only between two visible objects. The view 
that consciousness is transformed into a particular state is also in¬ 
admissible, since by hypothesis consciousness is unchangeable. 
Consciousness being entirely unsupported by anything else 
(andsritatvdt) y the analogy of the relation of universal and par¬ 
ticular as explaining the conditioning of consciousness is also in¬ 
admissible. Moreover, if the consciousness underlying the jiva be 
regarded as manifesting the objects, then, since such a conscious¬ 
ness always exists in an unveiled form, there is no meaning in 
saying that in effecting its spontaneous manifestation the operation 
of the vrtti is necessary. Also the pure consciousness cannot be 
regarded as being limited by the vrtti just as limitless space is 
supposed to be limited by a jug; for the pure consciousness is all- 
pervading and, as such, it must also pervade the vrtti and cannot 
therefore be regarded as being inside it. Neither can the pure 
consciousness be compared with the ray of light manifesting colour; 
for the ray of light does so only with the help of accessories, whereas 
pure consciousness manifests things by itself. Again, if things are 
manifested spontaneously by the unveiled consciousness {andvrta- 
at yadi visaya-prakasikd ), then, since such a consciousness is in 
touch with objects not only so far as their forms and colours are 
concerned, but also with their other characteristics such as weight, 
these also ought to be illuminated along with qualities such as 
colour, etc. Moreover, the relation of consciousness to the object 
cannot be of the nature of eternal contact, but must be of the nature 
of illusory imposition upon it (consciousness); this being so, the 




Controversy 


sis, which would be t 


MiNisr^ 


Nature of Know ledge 

consciousness to the object is already there, since all 
things in the world are imposed upon consciousness. The supposi¬ 
tion therefore of a vrtti as an intermediary is quite uncalled for 1 . 
Again, if the Brahma-consciousness stands in need of the help of a 
vrtti in order to manifest things, it has no claim to be called by itself 
omniscient. If it is suggested that Brahman, being the material 
cause of all, is competent without the help of any conditions to 
illuminate the world, which is identical with it, then the reply will 
be that, if Brahman be regarded as transforming itself under the 
limitation of objective forms, then such a transformation of the 
limited Brahman does not justify the accepted thesis of the 
Sankarites that all objects are illusorily imposed on the pure 
consciousness 2 3 * . It is also not; possible to say that it is the pure 
consciousness, unconditioned by any object-form, that forms the 
ground cause; for, if that were so, it could not be called omniscient, 
since omniscience can be affirmed only in relation to object-forms 8 . 

The supposition that the conception of vrtti is necessary for the 
removal of the veil is also wrong; for such a veil must attach either 
to the pure consciousness or to limited consciousness. The former 
is impossible, since the pure consciousness which forms the basis 
of all appearances is the intuitive perceiver of all ajndna and its 
forms, and as such, being self-luminous, cannot have any veil 
attached to it. The second also is impossible; for without the help 
of the pure consciousness ajndna itself would be without any locus 
standi , and without the ajndna there would be no limited conscious¬ 
ness and no veil of ajndna. Again, admitting for argument's sake 
that there is a veil of ajndna over the objects, the conception of its 
removal by a vrtti is impossible; for, if the ajndna belongs to the 
individual perceiver, then, if it is destroyed for one individual, it 
remains the same for another; if it belongs to the object, as is sup¬ 
posed, then, when it is removed by the vrtti of one individual, the 

1 cito vi$ayopardgas tavcit samyogadi-rupo nasty eva, tasya driyatvd-prayo- 
jakatvat kintu tatrddhyastatva~rilpa eveti vdcyam. sa ca vrttyapekpayd pUrvam 
apy astiti him cito visciyopardgdrthayd vrttyd. 

Srinivasa’s Nydyamrta-prakdsa on the Nydydmrta, p. 226. 

2 visista-nifthena parindmitva-rupena sarvopadanatvena vityta-brahmanah 
sarvajnatve tasya kalpitatvenddhifplidnatvdyogena tatra jagad~adhyd$dsambhavdt 
ddhydsika-sainbandhena prakdsata iti bhavad-ahhimataniyamabhanga-prasangah . 
Ibid. p. 227a. 

3 ndpi suddha-nistham adhisthanatvam sarvajnydder viiista-nisthatvdt. 

Ibid. p. 226 a. 
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should be manifest to other individuals, so that, when a 
person sees an object, that object should be visible also to other 
persons at other places. Again, is the ajndna to be accepted as one, 
according to the author of the Vivarana , or as many, according to 
the author of the hfa-siddhi ? In the former case, when by one 
right knowledge ajndna is removed, there ought to be immediate 
emancipation. If the ajndna is not removed, then the silver- 
appearance of conch-shell should not have been contradicted, and 
the form of conch-shell could not have been manifested. It cannot 
be said that in the case of the perception of conch-shell through 
negation of the silver-appearance the ajndna is merely dissolved 
(just as a jug is reduced to dust by the stroke of a club, but not 
destroyed), which can only be done through Brahma-knowledge; 
for ajndna is directly opposed to knowledge, and without destroying 
ignorance knowledge cannot show itself. If the ajndna were not 
removed by the knowledge of the conch-shell, then the manifested 
consciousness would have no relation to the conch-shell, and it 
could not have been manifested, and in spite of the contradiction 
the illusion would have remained. Nor can it be suggested that, 
though ajndna may be removed in some parts, it might continue 
in others; for ajndna and consciousness are both partless. Nor can 
it be suggested that, just as by the influence of certain precious 
stones the burning capacity of fire can be stopped, so by the know¬ 
ledge of the conch-shell the veiling power of avidya is suspended; 
for the' antahkarana-vrtti in the form of the conch-shell, bejng 
produced through the agency of the visual organ and other 
accessories, cannot be in touch with the pure self, which is devoid 
of all characteristics, and therefore it cannot remove the veiling 
power. If it is suggested that the vrtti of the form of the conch- 
shell is in association with the pure consciousness, under the liniited 
form of the conch-shell, and can therefore remove the veil, then 
the underlying pure consciousness ought to be directly intuited. 
Avidya cannot have the material objects as its support; for they are 
themselves the product of avidya . So the veiling power of avidya 
also can have no reference to the material objects, since a veil can 
hide only what is luminous; the material objects, not being 
luminous, cannot be veiled. So there is no meaning in saying that 
the veil of the objects is removed in perception. If, again, it is said 
that the veil has reference to the pure self, as modified by the 
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material characteristic, and not to the material characteristic, then 
with the knowledge of the conch-shell the veil of the conch-shell 
underlying it might be removed, and this ought to bring immediate 
emancipation. If it is suggested that the ajndna which forms the 
substratum of the illusory silver is but a special modified state of a 
root ajndna which forms the material of the conch-shell, then that 
virtually amounts to an assumption of many ajndnas independent 
of one another; and, that being so, it would not necessarily follow 
that; the knowledge of the conch-shell could dispel the illusory 
appearance of silver. 

On the view of the author of the Ista-siddhi, if the existence of 
many ajndnas is admitted, then the question is whether by the 
operation of one vrtti only one ajndna is removed or all the ajndnas . 
In the former view the conch-shell could never remain unmani¬ 
fested even in the case of illusion, since vrtti manifesting the 
illusory silver would also manifest silver; and on the second view, 
there being infinite ajndnas , which cannot all be removed, conch- 
shell would never be manifested. This criticism would apply equally 
well to the former view that there is only one root ajddna of which 
there are many states. Again, it is difficult to understand how the 
conch-shell, which has a beginning in time, can be associated with 
beginningless avidyd. Further, if it is urged in reply that the be¬ 
ginningless avidya limits the beginningless pure consciousness and 
that later, when other objects are produced, the ajndna appears as 
the veil of pure consciousness limited by those object-forms, the 
reply is that, if the veil associated with pure consciousness is the 
same as the veil associated with consciousness in limited object- 
forms, then, with the knowledge of any of those objects, the veil 
of pure consciousness would be removed, and immediate emancipa¬ 
tion would result. 

Ramadvaya, the author of the Vedanta-kaumudty suggests that, 
just as there is an infinite number of negations-precedent-to- 
production ( prdg-abhdva), and yet, when anything is produced, 
only one of them is destroyed, or just as, when there is a thunder¬ 
bolt falling upon a crowd, only one of them may be killed, while 
others may only disperse, so with the rise of knowledge only one 
ajndna may be removed, while others may persist. Vyasa-tlrtha 
replies that the analogy is false, since (according to him) negation- 
precedent-to-knowledge is not a veil but merely the absence of the 
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of knowledge. Knowledge, moreover, is not the cause of the 
cessation of such negation, but behaves as an independent entity, 
so that one knowledge may produce its effects, while the negation- 
precedent-to-production of other cognitions of its class may 
remain. The presence of a cause produces the effect, but it does not 
involve the condition that for the production of the effect the 
negations^precedent-to-production of all causes of the same class 
should be removed. In the case of the Vedantists, since the vrtti 
removes the veil of one ajndna, there may still be other ajndna-ve ils 
to suspend the operation of cognition. On the view that darkness 
is absence of light, darkness is not a veil of objects, but merely 
absence of the conditions of light; nor is light supposed in its 
operation to destroy darkness, but directly to produce illumination. 
Darkness, also, should not be regarded as negation of individual 
light, but as absence of light in general; so that, even if there is one 
light, there is no darkness. The ajndnas also possess no constituent 
material forms; so the analogy of scattering crowds of men cannot 
apply to them. 

Madhusudana, in replying to the above criticism of Vyasa-tirtha, 
says that the contention of the latter that whatever is imaginary or 
mental (kalpita) necessarily has no other being than the percipi 
( pratiti-mdtra-sariratva ), is wrong; for in the instance under dis¬ 
cussion, when logic shows that the relation between the perceiver 
and the perceived is so absurd that the perceived entities cannot be 
anything more than illusory, perception shows that the perceived 
entities do persist even when they are not perceived. The per¬ 
sistence of the perceived entities is well attested by experience and 
cannot be regarded as imaginary, like the illusory perception of 
silver. 

But yet it may be objected that, just as in mediate knowledge 
(paroksa ) no necessity is felt for admitting a vrtti, so in immediate 
perception also there may be an illumination of the object without 
it. The reply to this is that in mediate knowledge also a mediate 
( paroksa ) vrtti is admitted; for there also the illumination takes 
place by the manifestation- of consciousness through a mediate 
vrtti 1 . It is wrong to contend that, since the pure consciousness is 
the principle of manifestation in both cases, mediate cognition 

1 parok$aathale'pi paroksa-vrtly-uparakta-caitanyasya iva prakasakatvdt. 
Advaita-siddhi, p. 480. 
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should, on our theory, be expected to behave as immediate; for in. 
the case of immediate perception there is a direct identity of con¬ 
sciousness and the object through the vrtti, and therefore the object 
behaves as the object of cognition in that specific direct relation. 
The mediacy or immediacy of cognition depends on the specific 
nature of the object, and not on the specific modifications of the vrtti 
in the two cases, nor can the two be regarded as two different classes 
of cognition; for on such a supposition such cognition or recognition 
as “ this is the man I knew,” where there seems to be a mixture of 
mediate and immediate cognition* will involve a joint operation of 
two distinct classes of cognition in the same knowledge; which is 
obviously absurd. 

It must be borne in mind that the vrtti by itself is merely an 
operation which cannot constitute conscious illumination; the vrtti 
can lead to an illumination only through its association with pure 
consciousness, and not by itself alone. It is wrong to suppose that 
there is no difference between a transitive (as when one says 
"I know a jug”) and an intransitive (as when one says “ the jug has 
come into consciousness”) operation; for the distinction is well 
attested in experience as involving a direct and an indirect method. 
The same vrtti (operation), however, cannot be regarded as both 
transitive and intransitive at the same time, though with different 
and indifferent circumstances an operation may be both transitive 
and intransitive. Such instances of experience as “the past is 
revealed” are to be explained on the supposition that the pure 
consciousness is revealed through a particular modification of the 
vrtti as past. 

Again, it is contended by the opponents that, though it may be 
admitted that pure consciousness manifests the object, yet there is 
no necessity why the antahkarana should be supposed to go out of 
the body and be in contact with the object of perception. The 
difference between mediate and immediate knowledge may well be 
accounted for on the supposition of different kinds of mediate or 
immediate operation through which the consciousness is revealed 
in each case 1 : for, just as in mediate knowledge there is no actual 
contact of the antahkarana-vrtti with the object, but yet the 
cognition is possible through the presence of adequate causes which 

1 parok$a~vailak$anydya risayasyabhivyaktaparoksa-cid-uparaga eaa vakta- 
vyah . Ibid. p. 482. 
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generate such cognition, the same explanation may be adduced in 
explaining immediate cognition of objects. To this the reply is that 



the Sahkarites do not consider that the antalikarana-vrtti must 
assume the form of the object, but they certainly do consider it 
to be indispensable. There should be in immediate cognition an 
actual contact between the object and the vrtti. If the vrtti so acts 
in any particular case, that does not constitute its essential function 
in conditioning the awareness. Thus the function of the ray of light 
in illumination is that it dispels darkness; that it also spreads over 
the object is only an accidental fact 1 . The mere fact that a vrtti may 
be in contact with an object does not necessarily mean that it 
assumes its form; thus, though the antahkarana-vrtti may travel up 
to the pole star or be in contact with objects having an atomic 
structure, that does not imply that all objects in the space inter¬ 
mediate between the eye and the star or the atoms should be per¬ 
ceived; such perceptions are baffled through the absence of such 
accessory causes as might have caused the vrtti to assume their 
form. In the case of tactile perception the antahkarana-vrtti comes 
into contact with the object through the tactile organ; there is no 
restriction such that the antahkarana should come out only through 
the eye and not through other organs 2 . The contention that in the 
case of other mental operations, such as desire or aversion, there is 
no assumption of the migration of antahkarana outside is pointless; 
for in these cases there is not a removal of a veil as in the case of 
cognition. 

Madhusudana urges that the basis or the ground-consciousness 
(adhisthana-caitanya) which illumines everything is directly con¬ 
nected with the objects through illusory imposition. This self- 
illuminating entity can, indeed, manifest all that is associated with 
it; but, as it is, it is in an unmanifested state, like a veiled lamp, and 
the operation of the vrtti is regarded as necessary for its manifesta¬ 
tion. In the case of mediate knowledge this unmanifested con¬ 
sciousness manifests itself in the form of the vrtti ; and in the case of 
immediate perception through the contact of the vrtti the veil of 
ajitdna is removed, since the vrtti extends so as to reach the objects. 

1 vimye^u abhivyakta-cid-uparage na tad-akaratva-matram tan tram. 


Advaita-siddhi , p. 482. 


2 na ca sparsana-pratyakse caksuradivat niyata-golakadvara-bhavena antah- 
harana-nirgaty - ayogad dvaranabhibhavdnupapattir iti vacya?n. sarvalra tat-tad- 
indriyadhisthanasyaiva dvaratva-sambhavat . Ibid. p. 482. 
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So in the case of mediate cognition the knowledge is of a mental 
state, and not of an object, whereas in immediate perception the 
illumination is of the object through the association of the vftti. 
In the case of mediate cognition there is no way by which the 
antahkarana could go out. 

To the objection of Vyasa-tlrtha that it is absurd to think of the 
antahkarana as taking the shape of gross physical objects, Madhu- 
siidana’s reply is that ■“taking the shape of an object” only means 
the capacity of the vrtti to remove the veil of ajhdna which had 
stood in the way of the affirmation of the existence of the object 1 ; 
thus the functioning of the vrtti consists only in the removal of the 
veil of ajhdna . 

To the objection that, if the pure consciousness is veiled by 
ajhana, no cognition is possible, Madhusudana’s reply is that, 
though ajndna in its extensive entirety may remain intact, yet a part 
of it may be removed by coming into association with the vrtti, and 
thus the object may he revealed. 

To the objection of Vyasa-tirtha that in the last emancipatory 
intuition one would, expect that the antahkarana should have the 
form of Brahman as object (which is absurd, Brahman being form¬ 
less), the reply of Madhusudana is that the Brahman which forms 
the object of the last immediate intuition, being absolutely uncon¬ 
ditioned, does not shine as associated with any particular form. 
The manifestation of objects in worldly experience is always with 
specific condition, whereas, the object of this last manifestation 
being without any condition, the absence of any form is no objec¬ 
tion to it; its cognition results in the absolute cessation of all ajhdna 
and thus produces emancipation. Again, the objection that, if 
during dreamless sleep the antahkarana is dissolved, then on re¬ 
awakening there will be new antahkarana , and thus the deeds 
associated with the former antahkarana will have no continuity 
with the new antahkarana , is invalid; for even in deep sleep the 
causal antahkarana remains, what is dissolved being the manifested 
state of the antahkarana. 

Again, the objection that there cannot be any reflection in the 
antahkarana because it has neither manifest colour (adbhuta- 
rUpatvdt) nor visibility, is invalid; for what may be regarded as the 

3 astitvadi tad-vis ay aka - vyavahara -pra tibandhaka-jiidna-nivar tana - yogy- 
atvasya tad-dharatva-rupatvat. Ibid. p. 483. 

16-2 




Controversy between Dualists and Monists 

necessary qualification for reflection is not visibility or the pos¬ 
session of colour, but transparence, and such transparency is 
admitted to belong to antahkarana or its vrtti, The ajftdna , which 
is regarded as constituted of the three gunas , is also considered to 
be capable of reflection by virtue of the fact that it contains sattva 
as one of its elements. 

The objection that, as a ray of light illuminates not only colours, 
but also other entities, so the pure consciousness also should illumi¬ 
nate not only the colour of the object, but also its other properties, 
such as weight, is invalid; for the pure consciousness is not in touch 
with any quality or characteristic, and therefore can illuminate only 
those characters which are presented to it through the transparent 
vrtti; this is why, in the case of the illusion “this is silver,” the 
vftti implied in the cognition “this” does not manifest the illusory 
silver, for the manifestation of which a separate vrtti of avidya has 
to be admitted. The antahkarana-vrtti , however, can directly 
receive the reflection of the pure consciousness and therefore does 
not require for such a reflection a further vrtti, and there is 
accordingly no vicious infinite. The function of the vrtti is to 
manifest the identity of the jlva- consciousness and the conscious¬ 
ness underlying the object, without which the relation between the 
knower and the known as “this is known by me” could not be 
manifested 1 . 

Though Brahman is absolutely untouched by anything, yet, 
since all things are illusorily imposed upon it, it can manifest them 
all without the aid of mdyd\ this justifies the omniscience of 
Brahman, and the criticism that the pure Brahman cannot be 
omniscient is invalid. 

Regarding the destruction of the veil of ajndna it may be pointed 
out that the veiling power of the ajndna pertaining to one individual 
is destroyed by the functioning of his vrtti, so that he alone can 
perceive, and not any other individual in whose case the veiling- 
power has not been destroyed. The difference between, the veiling 
power and darkness is this: the veiling power has relation both to 
the object and to the perceiver, whereas darkness relates only to the 
object; so that, when darkness is destroyed, all can see, but not so 
in the case of the veiling power. This refutes the criticism that, if 

1 jlvacaitanyasyddhifthana-caitanyasya vabheddbhivyaktdrthatvdd vrtteh. 
anyathd mayedam viditam iti satnbandhdvabhasa na syat. Advaita-siddhi , p. 485, 
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ife is one ajndna , the perception of one object ought to lead to 
immediate emancipation. 

The criticism that, since knowledge must necessarily dispel 
ignorance, the illusion of silver cannot be destroyed, is invalid; for 
knowledge destroys ignorance only in the last instance, he., only 
before emancipation. The knowledge of the conch-shell cannot 
destroy the supreme veiling power of the root ajndna covering the 
unlimited consciousness, but can only remove the relative ajndna 
covering the limited consciousness, thereby opening up the con¬ 
sciousness underlying the limited object-forms, and so producing 
the contradiction of the illusory silver and the intuition of the 
conch-shell. 

The objection that ajndna cannot veil the material objects, 
because they are not luminous, is quite beside the point; for the 
Sahkarite theory does not assume that the ajndna veils the material 
objects. Their view is that the veiling relates to the pure conscious¬ 
ness on which all material objects are illusorily imposed. The 
ajndna veiling the underlying consciousness veils also the material 
objects the existence of which depends on it, being an imposition 
upon it. When by the vrtti the ground-consciousness of an object 
is manifested, the result is not the manifestation of the pure con¬ 
sciousness as such, but of the limited consciousness only so far as 
concerns its limited form with which the vrtti is in contact. Thus the 
objection that either the removal of the veil is unnecessary or that in 
any particular cognition it necessarily implies emancipation is invalid. 

Again, the states of the ignorance must be regarded as being 
identical with it, and the knowledge that is opposed to ignorance is 
also opposed to them; so the states of ajndna can very well be 
directly removed by knowledge. The objection that there are many 
ajndnas , and that even if one ajndna is removed there would be 
others obstructing the manifestation of cognition, is invalid; for, 
when one ajndna is removed, its very removal is an obstruction to 
the spread of other ajndnas to veil the manifestation, so that, so 
long as the first ajndna remains removed, the manifestation of the 
object continues. 

An objection is put forward that, the consciousness being itself 
partless, there cannot be any manifestation of it in part, with re¬ 
ference to certain object-forms only. If it is held that such con¬ 
ditioned manifestation is possible with reference to the conditioning 
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' object-forms, then even previous to the existence of definite 
object-forms there cannot be any ajnana> or, in other words, ajndna 
cannot exist as a pre-condition, it being only coterminous with 
definite object-forms. To this Madhusudana’s reply is that the 
object-forms, being imposition upon pure consciousness and the 
latter being their ground,* the manifestation of consciousness with, 
reference to any object-form depends upon the removal of ajndna 
with reference to the illusory creation of that object-form imposed 
upon the ground-consciousness. The ajndna itself does not consti¬ 
tute the object-form; therefore the removal of ajndna has reference 
not to object-forms as separate and independent entities, but only 
to the creation of such object-forms imposed upon the ground- 
consciousness. Thus there is no objection; the existence of ajndna 
as a pre-condition is such that, when along with itself object-forms 
are created, the veil on these is removed by the vrtti contact leading 
to their cognition. The position is that, though the ground¬ 
consciousness reveals the object-forms imposed upon it, yet such a 
revelation takes place only with reference to that perceiver whose 
vrtti comes into contact with the object, and not with reference to 
others. The condition of the revelation is that the consciousness 
underlying the perceiver, the vrtti and the object-form becomes 
identical, as it were, through the imposition of the vrtti upon the 
object. This tripartite union being a condition of the manifestation 
of an object to a particular perceiver, the object, revealed by the 
ground-consciousness underlying it, is not manifested to other 
perceivers. 

The World as Illusion. 

Vyasa-tlrtha tried to refute the Sankarite theory that the world is 
an illusory imposition. He contends that, if the world is an illusory 
creation, it must have a basis (adhisthana) which in a general manner 
must be known, and must yet be unknown so far as its special 
features are concerned. Brahman, however, has no general 
characteristic, and, since it is devoid of any specific peculiarities, 
any affirmation that it stands as the entity of which the specific 
peculiarities are mot known would be inadmissible 1 . To this 

1 adhifthanatva-samdnyatve jfidte saty ajnata-vUe§avattvasya prayoja- 
katvat . brahmanah samanya-dharmopetatvadina tdvat jndtatvam na sambhavati. 
nissdmdnyatvdt. ajnata-visesavattvam ca na sarrihhavati ntrvlhmtvanglkdrdt. 
Srinrv&sa’s Nyaydmrta-prakasa, on the Nydyamyta , p. 234. 
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usudana’s reply is that a knowledge of the general charac¬ 
teristic of the locus of illusion is by no means indispensable; what 
is necessary is that the true nature of the object should be known 
without any of its specific details. In the case of Brahman the 
nature is self-luminous bliss, but the specific characters of such 
bliss, as greater or less, and any variation in its quality, are not 
known; so there is no impropriety in considering Brahman as the 
locus of illusion. But the defence may be made in another way; 
for Madhusudana says that an imaginary general characteristic and 
special features may well be conceived of Brahman without in¬ 
volving the fallacy of the circle ( anyonydbaya ), if we assume the 
beginningless character of all such imaginary qualities. The 
characters of Brahman as being and bliss may be regarded as 
generic, and the fullness of the bliss may be regarded as specific. 
So the quality of existence or being that is found in all things may 
be regarded as a generic quality of Brahman, on the basis of which 
the illusions take place in the absence of the specific quality of 
Brahman as fullness of bliss. The inadequacy of the reply is 
obvious; for the objection was made on the ground that all 
illusions are psychological in their nature and are possible only 
through confusion of individual things, which have both universal 
and specific qualities, whereas the Brahman, being the absolute, is 
devoid of all characters on the basis of which any illusion is 
possible. 

Vyasa-tfrtha in this connection further points out that, if it is 
suggested that an illusion can remain when there is no cognition 
antagonistic to illusory perception and that the ajndna in itself is 
opposed not to the illusion of world-appearance, but to its form as 
vrtti , the reply is that, since the definition of ajndna is “that which 
is opposed to consciousness/* the above view, which considers that 
the ajndna is not opposed to consciousness, would hardly justify 
us in speaking of ajndna as ajndna ; for, if it is not opposed to 
knowledge, it has no right to be so called. Moreover, the self and 
the not-self, the perceiver and the perceived, are so different from 
each other, that there is no scope for illusion between them. Thus 
Vedantists themselves assert that, among entities that are spatially 
separated or whose essences are entirely different, the speaker and 
the person spoken to, there cannot be any possibility of doubt 
about their identity. Moreover, unless the nature of the locus of 
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ton is hidden from view, there cannot be an illusion, and the 
pure consciousness, being always self-manifested, is such that its 
nature can never be hidden; and so it is difficult to conceive how 
there can be an illusion. Again, the “self,” which is the nature of 
Brahman, is never associated with the objects of world-appearance, 
which are always apparent to us as non-self, and, this being so, how 
can these objects be regarded as an imposition upon the self, as in 
the case of the illusion of silver, which is always associated with 
“this” as its locus? The position cannot be justified by saying that 
all objects of world-appearance are associated with “being,” which 
is the nature of Brahman; for this does not imply that these objects 
are not imposed upon being as its locus, since in these instances 
existence appears as a quality of the objects, like colour, but the 
objects do not appear as illusory qualities imposed upon existence, 
which should have been the case, if the former are to be regarded 
as an illusory imposition upon the latter. Nor can it be asserted 
that the “being” is a self-luminous entity underlying the world- 
objects; for, if it were so, then these world-objects should have 
manifested themselves directly through their association with that 
pure consciousness, and the acceptance of a vrtti would be wholly 
unnecessary. It is also wrong to say that the manifestation of an 
object implies that the object is an imposition upon the fact of 
manifestation; for the latter appears as being only qualitative in 
relation to the object 1 . It is sometimes suggested that the know¬ 
ledge of the true basis is not essential for explanation, because even 
an illusory notion of such a basis is sufficient to explain illusion, and 
therefore, even if the true basis (Brahman) is not apparent in per¬ 
ception, it is no valid objection to the possibility of illusion. But the 
reply to such a view is that the infinite occurrences of previous 
illusion would then be competent to explain present illusion, and 
there would be no point in admitting the existence of the true 
Brahman as being the foundation-truth of all illusory appearance; 
which would land us in Buddhist nihilism 2 . 

If the world-appearance, which is supposed to be false, is able 
to exert causal efficiency and behave as real, a thing well attested 
by scriptural texts affirming the production of sky from the self, 


1 ghafah sphurati tasya ca sphurananubkavatvena ghapanubhavatvdyogQU 
Nydyamrta, p. 236. 

2 Ibid . p. 237 <3. 
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it is clearly different from ordinary illusions, which have no 
such causal efficiency ( artha-kriyd-kdritva .). Moreover, following 
the analogy of the conch-shell-silver, which is regarded as false in 
relation to the silver of the silversmith, one may likewise expect 
that the world-appearance should be false only in relation to some 
other real world-appearance; but no such real entities are known. 

Again, it is suggested in the Vivarana that, though there is no 
real similarity between Brahman and illusion, yet there is no dif¬ 
ficulty in admitting that even without any real similarity there is 
the world-illusion based upon Brahman through some imaginary 
similarity. But in reply to these it may be pointed out that such 
an imaginary similarity can only be supposed to be due to avidya ; 
but avidya itself, being imaginary, will itself depend on some other 
illusion, and such an illusion would demand another similarity, and 
thus there would be a vicious circle. It is suggested that illusions 
are possible even without similarity, as in the case of red crystal; 
but in reply it may be said, first, that red crystal is a case of a 
reflection of the red in the crystal and may hence not stand in need 
of any similarity as the cause of the illusion, whereas in all other 
cases which are not of this nature an illusion would naturally 
require some kind of similarity as pre-condition; secondly, here 
also it may be admitted that the red substance and the crystal 
substance have this similarity between them, that they are both 
made up of the same substance, and such a similarity is not ad¬ 
missible between Brahman and the world. Again, it is well known 
that without the agency of extraneous defect there can be no false 
knowledge, since otherwise all knowledges may be invalid by them¬ 
selves. So also there cannot be any illusion without a perceiver 
able to have both the false knowledge and the right knowledge to 
contradict it; and for this the presence of the body and the senses 
are indispensable. In the state of dissolution, though there may be 
ajndna, yet, there being no body, there cannot be either illusion or 
right knowledge. 

It cannot be suggested that, just as in ordinary illusions of 
conch-shell-silver, ordinary defects of observation having relative 
existence are to be admitted, so the world-illusion also is to be 
explained on the supposition of the existence of such relative 
defects. The reply to such a suggestion is, that, unless the status of 
world-illusion is determined, no meaning can be attached to the 
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:us of the defects producing the world-appearance, which has 
a relative existence. The tables cannot be turned on the dualists by 
supposing that on their side also the reality of the defects, body and 
senses, can be affirmed only when the non-illusory nature of the 
world is known, and that the knowledge of the latter is dependent 
upon that of the former; for knowledge of the reality of the world 
is to be obtained directly from experience, and not through such a 
logical quibble. It may also be pointed out that, if the analogy of 
the conch-shell-silver be pursued, then, since the defects there have 
the same status as the locus of the illusion, viz., the “this” of the 
conch-shell, so in the world-illusion also the defects should have 
the same status as the locus. 

Again, if the defects are not regarded as ultimately real, but 
only as illusory, then it must be admitted that there are in the world 
no real defects, which would imply that our world-knowledge is 
valid. The assumption that defect, the body, the senses, etc., are 
all illusory demands that this be due to the presence of other 
defects; these in turn must depend on some other defects, and thus 
we may have a vicious infinite. If the defects are spontaneously 
imagined in the mind, then the self-validity of knowledge must be 
sacrificed. If it is urged that the avidya is either beginningless 
or self-sustained and immediate (like the concept of difference), 
there is no vicious infinite, the reply is that, if avidya is self- 
sustained and beginningless, it ought not to depend upon any 
locus or ground of world-illusion, Brahman, as its adhisthana. 
Again, if the experience of avidya be not regarded as due to some 
defects, it could not be regarded as invalid. But it would be difficult 
to imagine how avidya could be due to some defect; for then it 
would have to exist before itself in order to produce itself. Again, the 
conception that the world is an illusion because it is contradicted 
is false, because the contradiction itself is again contradicted; this 
may lead to a vicious infinite, since it cannot be admitted that the 
knowledge that contradicts is itself contradicted. 

Just as in the silver illusion the locus of the illusion has the same 
kind of existence as the defect, so in the world-illusion also the locus 
of the illusion might have the same kind of relative existence as the 
defects; which would mean that Brahman also is relative. Moreover, 
it is wrong to say that the knowledge of the locus (. adhisthana ) of the 
world-illusion is ultimately real, while the defects have only a 
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mvt existence; for such a different treatment would be unjusti¬ 
fiable, unless the defects should be found to be contradicted, whereas 
it has been shown above that the very concept of contradiction is 
illegitimate. It cannot be said that the falsehood of the defects 
constitutes their contradiction; for the concept of defect is unintel¬ 
ligible without the comprehension of falsehood; moreover, in all 
illusions the knowledge of the locus seems to have no antagonism 
to the defects which cause the illusion. Therefore there is no reason 
why, even if the world-appearance be regarded as illusion, the 
knowledge of the Brahman as the locus of the illusion should be 
able to dispel the defect which, has produced it. Therefore, just as 
the Brahman is real, so the defects are also real. If bondage were 
absolutely false, no one would have tried to be liberated from it; 
for that which is non-existent cannot come into being. Again, if 
the bondage itself were an illusory imposition upon Brahma, it 
could not be expected that the intuitional knowledge of Brahman 
should be able to dispel it. Moreover, the supposition that the 
world-appearance is illusion is directly contradicted in most of the 
sutras of the Brahnia-sutra , e.g., the definition of Brahman as “that 
which causes the birth, sustenance and dissolution of the world.” 
So, from whichever way we can look at it, the supposition that the 
world-process is illusory is found to be wholly illogical. 

Madhusudana’s contention that the position that an illusion is 
possible only when the locus is hidden only so far as its special 
features are concerned holds good in the case of world-illusion also; 
for, though Brahman is manifest so far as its nature as pure being 
is concerned, it is hidden in regard to its nature as fullness of bliss. 
The condition that illusion is only possible when there is no know¬ 
ledge contradicting the illusion holds good in the case of world- 
illusion; for the knowledge that contradicts the ajndna constituting 
the world illusion must be of the nature of a vrtti cognition . Thus, 
so long as there is no vrtti cognition of the pure nature of Brahman, 
there is no cognition contradicting the world-cognition; for the 
pure consciousness in its own nature is not opposed to ajndna . The 
objection that the distinction between the perceiver and the per¬ 
ceived, the self and the non-self, is so obvious that one cannot be 
mistaken for the other, is met by Madhusudana with the supposition 
that in the case of the silver-illusion also the difference between the 
presented “this” and the unpresented “that” (silver) is known and 



Controversy between Dualists and Monists 

there is an illusion. Moreover, the difference conceived in a 
particular manner cannot thwart the imposition of identification of 
any two entities in other forms; thus, though the opposition be¬ 
tween the perceiver and the perceived, self and the not-self, is quite 
obvious in this particular form, yet the distinction between “ being” 
and “jug” is not at all apparent; for the notion of the jug is perme¬ 
ated through and through by the notion of being, so that there is 
no difficulty in conceiving the possibility of false identification . 
between the being and the jug 1 . Moreover, nature as being is an 
object of all cognition, so that, though formless like time, it can 
well be conceived to be an object of visual perception, like time 2 . 

The world-illusions occur in a successive series, the later ones 
being similar to the previous ones. This is all the condition that is 
needed; it is not at all necessary that the illusory forms that are 
imposed should also be real. It is sufficient that there should be 
a cognition of certain forms giving place to certain other forms. 
What is necessary for a silver-illusion is that there should be a 
knowledge of silver; that the silver should also be real is quite 
unimportant and accidental. So the reality of the world-appearance 
as an entity is never the condition of such an illusion. The objection 
that, following the same analogy, it may also be contended that the 
reality of the locus of illusion is quite uncalled-for and that an 
awareness of such a locus is all that is needed in explaining an 
illusion, is invalid; for the locus of illusion is not the cause of 
illusion through awareness of it, but through ignorance of it. 
Moreover, if the reality of the. locus of reality is not demanded as a 
pre-condition of illusion, contradi ction of illusion will be meaning¬ 
less; for the latter dispels only the illusory notion regarding a real 
entity. 

The objection that, if the world-illusion is capable of practical 
efficiency and behaviour, it cannot be regarded as invalid, is 
untenable; for dreams also have some kind of practical efficiency. 
The story in the scriptural texts of the creation of the sky from the 
self need not lead us to think of the reality of such scriptural texts; 
for the scriptures speak of the dream-creations also. The objection 

1 na hi riipantarena bheda-graho rupantarenddhyasa-virodhi . san-ghata ily - 
adi-pratyaye ca sad-rupasyatmano ghatady-anuvidhayataya bhdnan na tasya 
ghalady-adhyasddhisthana~nupapattih. Advaita-siddhi p. 495. 

2 sad~rupena ca sarva-jnana-visayatopapatter na rupddi-hlnasydpy dtmanah 
kdlasyeva caksusawddy anupapattih. Ibid . p. 495* 
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the root-impression of illusion at the beginning of creation 
be due to those of other cycles, then the root-impressions of 
previous birth ought to manifest themselves in each and every 
experience of this life, is invalid; for not all root-impressions of 
previous birth are manifested in this life, and the agency of such 
root-impressions in influencing the experiences of this life, as in the 
case of the instinctive desire of the baby to suck its mother's breasts, 
is to be accepted in those cases where they do in fact occur. So also 
the objection that illusion cannot be due to the root-impressions of 
one's own wrong imagination, because before the erroneous per¬ 
ception takes place there cannot be root-impressions of illusory 
perceptions, and therefore the existence of the illusory world 
existent as a prior fact and a pre-condition of one's illusory percep¬ 
tions, cannot be regarded as valid; for it is just the nature of things 
that is responsible for two kinds of illusions such that, though 
bangles can be made out of the illusory silver in the silversmith's 
shop, nothing can be done with the illusory silver in the conch- 
shell. So the root-impressions of one's own illusion may act as 
constituent stuff of the illusion of the world-appearance, and even 
before the occurrence of such illusory experience of the world- 
appearance the stuff of the world-appearance, derived from the 
root-impression of one's own illusion, may already be objectively 
there as a pre-condition of the illusory perception. The objection 
that, since illusory perceptions must have as their pre-condition 
a similarity between the entities falsely identified, and since also no 
such similarity can be traced between Brahman and the world- 
appearance, there cannot be any false identification between them, 
is invalid; first, because avidyd , being beginningless, does not stand 
in need of any similarity. Secondly, the supposition that similarity 
is an essential pre-condition of illusion is likewise false; for even 
in those cases where similarity seems to induce illusion it does so 
by generating a mental state congenial to production of illusion, 
and, if such a mental state is produced in other ways, say as a fruit 
of one's own karma and adrsta , the necessity that the similarity 
should behave as a pre-condition vanishes, and so the indispensable 
character of similarity as a pre-condition to illusion cannot be 
admitted. Invalid also is the objection that, if there may be an 
illusion without defect, then that means that all cognitions are by 
themselves invalid and that, if illusions be regarded as due to 
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efects, then defects also are results of illusory impositions, and 
thus there will be a vicious infinite; for illusion through beginning¬ 
less avidyd does not belong to defects, and, though illusions which 
have a temporal beginning are due to the beginningless avidyd - 
defect, this does not render all cognitions invalid, since only 
illusions which have a temporal beginning are due to the defect of 
avidydy and, since avidyd itself is beginningless, it cannot stand in 
need of any defects, and so there cannot be any vicious infinite. It 
must be borne in mind that, though illusion in time is due to 
defects, or dosa , the beginningless defect of avidyd , it is not neces¬ 
sarily due to any such defect, and therefore stands directly and 
spontaneously as an illusory creative agent; and is called illusion, 
not because it is produced by defects, but because it is contradicted 
by Brahma-knowledge. Thus the objection that avidyd is due to 
defect, and defect is due to avidyd, is invalid; that which is a pro¬ 
duct of defects is bound to be contradicted; but the converse of this 
is not necessarily true. 

It cannot be urged that, if avidyd is independent of dosa, the 
world-illusion may be regarded as independent of the locus or basis 
of illusion, viz., the Brahman; for, though the basis of illusion may 
not be regarded as producing illusion, it has to be regarded as the 
support and ground thereof and also as its illuminator 1 . 

Again, the objection that illusion must depend on sense¬ 
functioning,* on the existence of the body, is invalid; for these are 
necessary only for intuitive perception. But in the cases of illusion, 
of the imposition of the avidyd upon the pure consciousness, the 
latter is the spontaneous reflector of the avidyd creations, and so 
for the purpose there is no necessity of the sense-functioning. 

Again, it is urged that, since the defects are imaginary imposi¬ 
tions, the negation of defects becomes real, and therefore the 
defects, being unreal, cannot render the knowledge of world- 
appearance unreal; and, if this is so, the world-appearance being 
real, this would be our admission of reality (as an illustration of 
this, it is urged that the criticism of the Buddhists against the 
Vedas, being invalid and illusory, cannot stultify the validity of 
the Vedas). To this the reply is that the criticism of the defects 
pointed out against the Vedas by the Buddhists is illusory, because 
the defects are only imagined by them; the Vedas are not affected 

1 Advaita-siddhi , p. 498. 
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y this, because their truth is affirmed by our practical experience. 
The defects imagined are not therefore coterminous with the 
reality of the Vedas; the defect of avidyd and the manifold world- 
appearance have the same kind of existence—one is the effect of the 
other; and thus, if the defects are illusory, their product (the world) 
also becomes illusory, and so the illusory nature of defects does not 
prove the reality of the world. The world-appearance is called 
.relatively true only because it is not contradicted by anything else 
except the Brahma-knowledge. Its relative character therefore does 
not depend upon the determination of the nature of falsehood, 
which in its turn might be conceived to be determinable by the 
nature of the world as relative, thus involving a vicious nature of 
dependence 1 . It is urged that the reality of the defects is directly 
grasped by the senses, and that therefore they can behave as the 
cause of error only if they are ultimately real; to this the reply is 
that the existence of the defects can be grasped only by the senses, 
but that they will never be contradicted at any time (traikalika- 
badhyatvci) can never be ascertained on any intuitive basis, and so 
the reality of the defects can never be affirmed. It must always be 
borne in mind that the defects have never the same status as pure 
consciousness, upon which illusory conch-shell is imposed. Nor 
can it be said that the knowledge which contradicts the world- 
appearance is real on the ground that, if it were not real, it would 
require some other knowledge to contradict it and this would land 
us in a vicious infinite; for this final contradiction of world- 
appearance may well be regarded as contradicting itself also, for the 
very simple reason that the content of this contradiction applies to 
the whole range of the knowable, and this final contradiction, being 
itself within the field of the knowable, is included within the 
contradiction. It is urged that, if bondage is false in the sense that 
it is at all times non-existent, there is no reason why anyone should 
be anxious to remove that which is already non-existent; to this the 
reply is that the true (Brahman) can never cease to exist—the falsity 
of the bondage means that it is an entity which is liable to cease 
immediately on the direct intuition of the basic truth. It is like the 
case of a man who has forgotten that he has his necklace round his 
neck and is anxiously searching for it, and who the instant he is 
reminded of it gives up his search. It is wrong to suppose that, 

1 Ibid . p. 499. 
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because no effort could be directed towards the chimerical, which 
is non-existent at all times, therefore no effort could be made for 
the removal of the illusory; for, though the illusory and the 
chimerical may be in agreement so far as their non-existence at all 
times is concerned, there is no reason why these two should agree 
in other respects also. The concept of the cessation of the bondage 
may not have any other content than the intuition of the real, or it 
may be regarded as indefinable or of an entirely unique nature. 
The illusory bondage and the world-appearance can cease only 
when the basic truth, the Brahman, is intuited, just as the silver 
illusion ceases with the knowledge of the conch-shell on which it is 
imposed. The objection t hat some of the Sutras of Badarayana imply 
the existence of a realistic world is invalid, if it is remembered that 
the import of those sutras merely points to the existence of a relative 
order of things which ceases entirely as soon as the basic truth on 
which they are imposed is known. 

The drsti-srsti view is the supposition that the existence of all 
things consists in their being perceived. Vyasatlrtha says that, if 
things existed only so long as they are perceived, then they would 
be only momentary; and so all the objections against Buddhist 
momentariness, to the effect that they do not admit the permanence 
of things as attested by recognition, might equally well be levelled 
against the Sahkarites themselves. To this Madhusudana’s reply is 
that, though the existence of objects as realities is not admitted, yet 
their existence in the causal state, as ajndna , is on this view not 
denied; this would he its difference from the Buddhist position, 
which does not admit any such causal existence of things. 

If the world-objects have no existence outside their perception, 
then they are plainly independent of definite causes, and, if that is 
so, then the definite cause-and-effect relation between sacrifices and 
their fruits, and the import of all the Vedantic texts regarding 
definite cause and effect, are meaningless. To this Madhusudana’s 
reply is that the specification of cause-and-effect relation in the 
scriptures and the experience of them in mundane life is like cause 
and effect in dreams; these dream-causes and their effects also have 
a certain order among themselves, known by contradiction in 
experiences. 

It is objected that on the drsti-srsti view (that the objects do not 
exist prior to perception) world-experience is inexplicable. It would 
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be difficult also to explain how, if the “this” which forms a basis of 
illusion is not already there outside us, there can be any sense- 
relation to it and to the foundation of the illusory image. To this 
Madhusiidana’s reply is that the ordinary explanation of illusion 
depending upon sense-relation and other conditions is only an 
explanation for people of the lower order. For people of the higher 
order the definition of illusion would be “the manifestation of a 
true entity in association with a false one / 9 and such a definition 
would hold good even on the drsti-srsti view. The consciousness 
underlying the “this” is a substance, and the false silver is mani¬ 
fested in association with it. 

It is further objected that at the time of the illusory perception 
(“this is silver”), if there is no conch-shell as an objective fact, then 
the illusion cannot be explained, as is generally done, as effect of 
ignorance about the conch-shell. The reply is that, even if the 
conch-shell is absent, the ajna?ia that forms its stuff is there. To the 
objection that the two perceptions “this is silver” and “this is not 
silver” are directed to two different perceptions and do not refer 
to one common objective fact, and that therefore neither of them 
can be regarded as the contradiction of the other, since such a 
contradiction is only possible when two affirmations refer to one 
and the same objective fact—the reply is that on the analogy of 
dream-experiences the contradiction is possible here also. Vyasa- 
tlrtha further says that, since the contradiction of an illusion is not 
an objective fact, but a mere perception, it has no better status than 
the illusory perception and therefore cannot be regarded as neces¬ 
sarily truer than the illusion which it is supposed to contradict. He 
further says that in dreamless sleep and in dissolution, since there 
is no differential perception as between Brahman and thejwa, such 
a difference between Brahman and the jtva ceases in each dreamless 
sleep and in each cyclic dissolution. Thus in the absence of dif¬ 
ference between Brahman and th ejiva there cannot be at the end of 
each dreamless sleep and dissolution any return to world-experience. 
In the case of a person who is sleeping and whose root-impressions 
on that account are not perceivable (and are therefore non¬ 
existent), there is no explanation how the world-experience may 
again be started. Emancipation also, being only a perception, 
cannot have a better status of existence than the world-experience; 
moreover, if the pure consciousness appeared as all the world- 
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objects, then there could not have been any time when such objects 
could remain unmanifested. 

To this Madhusudana’s reply is that the relation of jiva and 
Brahman, being beginningless, does not depend upon perception; in 
dreamless sleep, though the root-impressions vanish as effect, they 
still remain in their causal character; emancipation also, being of the 
nature of Brahman, has the pure intuitive character of perception. 

An objection is urged that, if pure consciousness is the intuition 
of objects, then they should always be manifested. To this the reply 
is that perception here means the manifestation of consciousness 
through a vrtti which does not stand in need of further vrtti for its 
relation to consciousness; the possibility of illusion without bodies 
can well be explained by analogy with dreams. Again, the objection 
that, since the perception is as much an illusory intuition as the 
object of which it is conceived to be the essence, the object in itself 
ceases to have its essence as mere intuition, is invalid; because, 
though the perception has no other existence than the intuition 
itself, that is no bar to the conception of the object as having no 
essence but perception. An objection may again be raised that 
recognition shows permanent existence of objects; but reply to it 
may easily be found in the illustration of dream-experiences, and 
also in the possibility of accidental agreement between the mis¬ 
perception of different perceivers. The objection that the notion of 
identity of Brahman and jiva, being itself mental, cannot contradict 
duality is invalid; for the notion of such identity is identical with 
the self and therefore cannot be called mental. Again, the intuition 
of the ultimate truth cannot itself be called invalid because it is 
mental; for its validity depends upon the fact that it is never 
contradicted. 


CHAPTER XXX 


CONTROVERSY BETWEEN THE DUALISTS 
AND THE MONISTS (CONTINUED) 

A Refutation of the definition of Avidya (nescience). 

A vid ya is defined as that beginningless positive entity which is 
removable by knowledge. The objection to this, as given by 
Vyasa-tlrtha, is, first, that, the objects of the world being in time, 
the ignorance that limits the consciousness underlying it cannot be 
beginningless. Moreover, since according to the Vedantist negation 
has no constituent material stuff as its material cause, ajnana cannot 
be regarded as its cause. Even on the assumption of illusory nega¬ 
tion ajnana, which is regarded as being in its nature positive, cannot 
be regarded as its cause; for, if negation has for its cause a positive 
entity, then the unreal may have the real as its cause. Again, if 
ajnana is not the cause of the negation, then knowledge ought not 
to be able to dispel it, and the negation of a jug should not be liable 
to cease on its negation. Again, on the Sankarite view the ajnana 
is supposed to veil the object; we cannot have any cognition of 
Brahman, because it is hidden by ajnana. They also hold that the 
•vrtti knowledge cannot intuit Brahman. If that is so, then in the last 
emancipatory knowledge through vrtti there is no intuition of 
Brahman; without this the ajiidna concealing Brahman cannot be 
removed, and hence emancipation is impossible. Again, if it is 
supposed that the ajnana is removed, then in th e jwan-mukti state 
the saint ought to have no experience of worldly things. 

Again, it must be admitted that knowledge removes ajnana 
directly and spontaneously, without waiting for the assistance of 
any accessory cause; for otherwise, when a thing is known, its 
ignorance would not have vanished spontaneously with it. But, if 
that were so, then in cases where an ajnana is associated with certain 
conditions, the removal of the ajnana would not stand in need of 
the removal of the conditions also together with it. What is to be 
expected is that the ajnana should be removed irrespective of the 
removal of the conditions, and this is not admitted. Again, if it is 
held that the removal of the conditions is awaited, then pure 
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'consciousness cannot be regarded as capable of removing avidya 
directly. Again, if knowledge can directly and spontaneously 
remove ajnana, then it is useless to restrict the scope by saying that 
it removes only the beginningless ajnana. The restriction is im¬ 
posed in order to distinguish the cosmic avidya. from the pheno¬ 
menal avidya of silver-illusion, and if the spontaneous removal of 
ajnana serves in both places, there is no utility in restricting the 
scope. It cannot be said that the epithet “beginningless” is given 
to ajfidna because it is the product of beginningless illusory im¬ 
position through defects; for it has already been pointed out that 
such a view would lead to a vicious infinite, because there can be 
no defect without avidya. Again, ajnana cannot be beginningless, 
because whatever is different from knowledge and also from 
negation cannot be beginningless like the illusory silver. Again, it 
is wrong to define ajnana as positive; for on the Sahkarite view 
ajnana is different from both positive and negative, and therefore 
cannot be negative. If an entity is not positive, it must be negative; 
for, being different from positive, it cannot also be different from 
negative. Again, if there is an entity which is not a negation and has 
no beginning, it is not capable of being negated, but has an un¬ 
negatived existence like the self. The self also cannot be designated 
by any predicate .explaining its positiveness, except that it is not 
negated. It has been pointed out in the Vivarana that it is im¬ 
material whether an entity is beginningless or has a beginning; for 
in either case it may be destructible, provided that there is sufficient 
cause for its destruction. The general inference that a beginningless 
positive entity cannot cease has its exception in the special case of 
ajnana, which would cease to exist with the dawn of jnana. If it 
is urged that, since ajnana is both beginningless and different from 
negation, it ought to persist eternally, like the self, it may also be 
urged on the opposite side that, since ajnana is diff erent also from 
“positive,” it ought to be liable to destruction, like negation-pre- 
cedent-to-production. To this the reply is that the inference is that no 
beginningless positive entity is confronted with anything which can 
oppose or destroy it. Any refutation of this argument must take the 
form of citing an instance where the concomitance fails, and not of 
any mere opposite assertion. No instance can be adduced to illu¬ 
strate the assertion that the beginningless ajnana can be removed 
by jnana ; for the removal of ignorance by knowledge is always with 
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reference to such ignorance as has a beginning in time, as in the case 
of silver-illusion, So all that could be said would be that whatever 
opposes ignorance destroys it, and such a general statement has no 
special application to the case of the supposed beginningless ajndna . 
Again, if ajndna is regarded as different from positive entity, then 
it is like negation, and its cessation would mean position once more. 
Again, ajndna (or ignorance) cannot have any existence apart from 
its perception, arid, since ajndna has always as its basis the pure 
consciousness, its perception can never be negative, so that it can 
never cease to exist 1 . Moreover, if ajndna is false in the sense that 
it is non-existent in the locus in which it appears, it cannot be 
destroyed by knowledge. No one thinks that the illusory silver is 
destroyed by the perception of the conch-shell. 

The second alternative definition of ajndna is that it is the 
material cause of illusion. But according to the Sankarite theory 
that there are different ajnanas corresponding to the different 
jndnaSy the knowledge of the conch-shell would remove ignorance 
of it, and the knowledge of a negation would remove ignorance of 
it; but in neither of these cases can ignorance be defined as a con¬ 
stituent; of illusion. Negation, in itself, has no constituent material 
cause, and thus it cannot have ajndna as a constituent. 

There is a Sankarite view that rndyd is the material cause of the 
world and Brahman is its locus. On such a view, mdyd or ajndna 
being the material cause of the world, and illusion {bhrama) being 
a part of the world, ajndna becomes a constituent cause of bhrama , 
and not vice versa . On the other view, that both Brahma and mdyd 
are causes of the world-appearance, mdyd cannot by itself become 
the cause of illusion. Moreover, an illusion, being itself different 
from a positive entity, is more like negation and cannot have any 
constituent material of its own, and so it cannot itself be the con¬ 
stituent material of ajndna. Moreover, on the Sankarite view, the 
illusory object, ‘‘having no being’’ (sad-vilaksanatvena)> has no 
constituent, and so the illusory cannot be a constituent of ajndna , 
If anything is to be a constituent of anything, it must be positively 
existing, and not merely different from non-existents. Again, 
whenever anything is a material stuff of other things, the former 
appears as a constant factor of the latter; but neither the illusory 

1 pratiti-mdtra-sartrasya ajndnasya ydvat sva-vi$aya~dht~rupa-sak$i-sattvam. 
anuvrlti-niyamena. nivrtty-ayogac ca. Nyaydmrta , p. 304. 
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silver nor its knowledge appears as ajndna. Thus the two definitions 
of ajtiana fail. 

In reply to this Madhusudana says that the ajndna which forms 
the stuff of the illusory silver is the beginningless ajndna . The 
ajfiana is called positive in the sense that it is different from the 
negative. It is for this reason that the ajndna which is regarded as 
the material stuff of the illusory negation can he regarded as 
different from negation, and therefore it can be regarded as con¬ 
stituent of the illusory negation. It is by no means true that the 
effect must be of exactly the same stuff as the cause. Things which 
are absolutely similar in nature or absolutely dissimilar cannot be 
related to each other as cause and effect; it is for this reason that 
truth cannot be the material stuff of untruth. For in that case, 
since truth never ceases to manifest itself, and never suffers change, 
untruth also would never cease to manifest itself. The truth, how¬ 
ever, can behave as the cause of untruth in the sense that it remains 
as the basis of the illusory changes of th6 untruth. It is wrong also 
to suppose that, since the ajndna of Brahman cannot be removed 
through a vrtti y which itself is a manifestation of ajndna , Brahma- 
knowledge itself becomes impossible; for, so far as Brahman is a 
content, this ajndna (as content) can be removed by a vrtti. In the 
case of jvvan-mukti. , though the ultimate cessation may be delayed 
through absence of the obstructive factors of the right karmas of 
the past and other conditions, these may well be regarded as liable 
to cessation through knowledge. Certain causes may produce 
certain effects; but that such production may be delayed for some 
reason does not invalidate the causal character of the cause. It. is 
well admitted by the Sahkarites that knowledge directly removes 
ajndna , the removal being itself a part of ajndna. 

It is wrong to suppose that whatever is imaginary must neces¬ 
sarily be an idea due to defects or must have a temporal beginning; 
but it must be a product which is simultaneous with the imagination 
that produces it 1 . 

It is also wrong to suppose that, if any entity is not positive, 
it must be negative or that, if it is not negative, it must be positive; 
for there is always scope for a third alternative, viz., that which is 
neither positive nor negative. According to the Saiikarites the 

1 kalpitatva-mairam hi na do§a~janya~dhl-m&tni-iarlratve saditve va tan tram, 
kimtu prdtibh&sa-kalpalui-samdnakdllna-kalpakattvam. Advaita-siddhi, p. 544. 
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^principle of the excluded middle is a false premiss of logic, and 
thus they admit the possibility of an extra-logical category, that 
which is neither positive nor negative. The supposed inference that 
beginningless positive entity must necessarily be permanent, like 
the self, is false; for it is only in the case of self that beginningless 
positive entity is found eternally to persist. 

It is also wrong to suppose that, since ajndna is always mani¬ 
fested through pure consciousness, it can never cease to exist; for 
there is no law that whatever is manifested by the saksi- conscious¬ 
ness must remain during the whole period while the sdksi persists; 
so there is no incongruity in supposing that the ajndna ceases, 
while the ^^/-consciousness persists. Moreover, the avidya that 
becomes manifested is so only through the sate-consciousness as 
modified or limited by it; such a limited consciousness may cease 
to exist with the cessation of the avidya . It is also wrong to suppose 
that through the operation of the vrtti the avidya ceases to exist; 
for even in such cases it persists in its subtle causal form. 

When avidya is defined as being constituted of the stuff of 
illusion (bhratnopdddna)> what is meant is that it is changing and 
material. It is not necessary to suppose also that a cause and effect 
must necessarily be positive; for the self, which is a positive entity, 
is neither a cause nor an effect. What constitutes the defining 
characteristic of a material cause is that it is continuous with all its 
effects (< anvayi-kdranatvam upadanatve tantram)\ and what is an 
effect must necessarily have a beginning in time. A negation- 
precedent-to-production of knowledge cannot be regarded as the 
material cause of illusion; for such, negation can only produce the 
correlative positive entity with, which it is connected. It cannot there¬ 
fore be the cause of production of illusion; so there is no incongr uity 
in supposing that ajndna or illusion, neither of which is real, are 
related to each other as cause and effect. It is also not correct to 
contend that a material cause should always be found to persist as a 
perceivable continuous constituent of all its effects ; the colour of the 
material cause of a jiig is not found in the jug. The fact that, when 
the ajndna is removed with the knowledge of the conch-shell, no 
illusion is experienced, is no proof that ajndna is not a constituent of 
illusion. Not: all things that are related as cause and effect are always 
experienced as such. Thus the definitions of ajndna as anadi-hhdva- 
rupatve mtijMna- nivartyatvam or as bhyamopdddnatvam are valid. 
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Perception of ajnana (ignorance). 

J he Sank antes urge that ajnana can be directly intuited by 
perception and that therefore its existence is attested by perception. 
In regard to this Vyasa-tlrtha says that what is regarded as percep¬ 
tion of ignorance as a positive entity is nothing more than negation 
of knowledge. Thus the substratum of the ego ( aham-artha) is not 
admitted to be a support of the positive entity of ignorance. The 
apperception “lam ignorant” is to be explained therefore as being 
the experience of absence of knowledge and not of a positive 
ignorance (ajnana). Again, since neither pleasure, pain, nor the 
illusory entities cognized in illusion are directly manifested by the 
rafoi-consciousness, absence of such knowledge (e.g., “I do not 
know pleasure,” “I do not know pain,” “I do not know conch- 
shell-silver”) is to be explained as negation of knowledge and not 
as due to an experience of positive ignorance. So also, when one 
says ‘I do not know what you say,” there is only an experience of 
negation of knowledge and not of positive ignorance. In mediate 
knowledge also, since the illumination does not proceed by direct 
removal of the veil of ajnana from the face of the object, the theory 
that all knowledge which does not involve the removal of ajnana 
involves an intuition of positive ignorance would land us into the 
position that, when something is known in mediate knowledge, one 
should feel as if he did not know' it, since no ajnana is directly 
removed here. 

On the Satikarite view it is not admitted that there is any veil 
covering material objects; consequently the explanation of the 
experience of ignorance in such cases as “I do not know what you 
say” is to be found in the supposition, not of a positive ignorance, 
but of absence of knowledge. It may be contended that, though 
there may not be any ajnana veiling the objects, yet these very 
material creations represent the creative ( viksepa ) part of ajnana 
and so the experience of the unknown objects represents an ex¬ 
perience of positive ajnana, since ajnana creations do not always 
arrest knowledge. Thus, for instance, when a jug is known as a jug, 
if someone says that it is a cloth and not a jug, that does not pro¬ 
duce a confusion in the perceiver of the jug, though the delusive 
words of the speaker must be supposed to produce a false im- 
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pression—a viksepa of ajndna. It will be shown later that: the 
experience “I do not know” with reference to a material object 
does not refer to pure consciousness as limited by material qualities 1 . 
On the view which admits the vrtti in order to explain the reflection 
of pure consciousness no ajndna can be admitted as veiling the 
consciousness under material limitations. Moreover, if the ex¬ 
perience “I am ignorant” (aham ajnah) is explained as being a 
direct intuition of ajndna and, as such, different from the experience 
there is no knowledge in me” (mayi jndnam ndsti) y then the two 
propositions “the ground without the jug” and “there is no jug 
in the ground” are different in meaning, which is absurd; for 
certainly the two propositions do not differ in meaning, any more 
than any other two propositions, e.g., “ I have a desire ” and “ I have 
no antipathy.” There is no difference between the two concepts of 
absence of knowledge and ignorance. Again, when one is engaged 
in Vedantic discipline for the attainment of Brahma-knowledge, 
there is at that time the negation-precedent-to-the-production of 
Brahma-knowledge; for, if it were not so, then there would be the 
Brahma-knowledge and there would be no necessity for Vedantic 
discipline. Now a negation-precedent-to-production cannot be 
known without the knowledge of the entity to which it refers. If 
this is admitted, then without the knowledge of Brahman there 
cannot be any knowledge of its negation-precedent-to-production; 
and, if there is knowledge, then Brahman becomes known, and, if 
it is considered that such a negation of Brahma-knowledge is known 
as a positive entity by direct intuition (as it would be on the theory 
of the direct intuition of ajndna ), then Brahman also would be 
known directly at the stage of the negation precedent to it, which 
is self-contradictory. 

Moreover, the concept of ajndna is clearly that of negation of 
knowledge, as in the sentence “I do not know.” Even in cases 
when one says “I am ignorant” the sense of negation is apparent, 
though there is no negative particle. The Vivarana also admits the 
opposition of ajndna to knowledge; and, if this were admitted, then 
with the knowledge of such opposition there would not be know¬ 
ledge of ignorance as a positive entity, and without such knowledge 
of opposition there will be no knowledge of ajndna , that being the 

1 jade na jdndmUy anubhavasya jadavacckinnam caitanymfi vi§aya iti cen na t 
nirasifyamdnatvdt. Nyaydmrta , p. 309(c), 
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essential concept of ajndna . Even a negation of knowledge which 
has a reference to the object of which there is the negation may also 
have no such reference when it is taken up as being itself an object 
of the enquiry of knowledge. Thus there is no way in which ajndna 
can be regarded as anything but a negation of knowledge; and the 
supposition that ajndna , though in its analytical concept it involves 
two constituents—knowledge and its negation—yet is only a name 
for a positive concept which does not involve these constituents, 
is wrong 1 . If ajndna can be removed by vrtti knowledge, it is un¬ 
necessary to suppose that it has any other meaning different from 
that involved in its constituent negative particle qualifying know¬ 
ledge. Experience also shows that ajndna has no other meaning 
than the negation of knowledge; so, unless the entity which is the 
defining reference of ajndna is known, there cannot be any know¬ 
ledge of ajiiana. But such a defining reference being Brahma- 
knowledge which has no ajndna associated with it, the inclusion of 
the defining reference would make the concept impossible: hence 
there cannot be any knowledge of ajndna 2 . 

The reply made by the Sankarites is that the defining reference 
of ajndna is Brahma-knowledge and this Brahma-knowledge as 
$afo/-consciousness, being the manifester of ajndna , is not opposed 
to it; for it is only the vrtti shade mind that is opposed to ajndna . 
So, there being no opposition between the Brahma-knowledge as 
sdksi- consciousness and the ajndna , it is quite possible to have a 
knowledge of ajndna in spite of the fact that Brahma-knowledge 
becomes in a sense its constituent as a defining reference. But it 
may be pointed out in reply that the awareness of Brahma-know¬ 
ledge is the safo/-consciousness; the experience “I do not know” 
is a negation of vrtti knowledge and, as such, it may be referred to 
the ^/^/-consciousness even when there is no vrtti knowledge. 
Thus the solution in the theory that ajndna is nothing but negation 
of knowledge would be just the same as in the theory of ajndna as 
positive entity. If it is contended that, though denial of knowledge 
may be related to the defining reference in a general manner, yet 
it may, in its specific form, appear as a mere positive ignorance 

1 jndnabhavo'pi hi prameyatvdclindjhdne pratiyogy-ddi~jndndnapek$a etena 
nipune kusaladi-sabdavat. bhdva~riipa-jitdne ajndnasabdo rildha iti nirastam . 
Nydyamrta, p. 312. 

2 api ca bhava-rupdjndndvacchedaka-visayasydjndne ajnana-jnandyogdt jhdne 
ca ajftdnasaivdbhdvdt kathani bhava-riipdjhdnajndnam , Ibid. p. 313. 
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'without involving such an explicit relation to the defining reference 
—to this the reply is that, even if this contention is admitted, it does 
not lend any support to the admission of a positive ignorance; for 
even in the case of a negation of knowledge one may well admit 
that, though it may be generally related to a defining reference, yet 
in any specific case it may not always involve such a reference. 
It is further urged by some that an entity may be known directly 
and that such knowledge may not involve always the specific 
defining relations of that entity; it is only the latter type of know¬ 
ledge which makes doubt impossible. But the fact that there may 
be doubt regarding an object that is known shows clearly that an 
object may be known without its specific and negative relations 
being manifested at the same time. 

Moreover, if ajnana cannot be grasped by the vrtti knowledge, 
then there also cannot be any possibility of inference regarding 
ajnana. When one says “you do not know the secret,” the hearer to 
whom the secret is presented through a mediate cognitional state 
would not be able to have the awareness of the ajnana, if the 
ajnana could not be presented through a vrtti cognition. It cannot 
be said that the mediate cognitional state is not opposed to ajnana ; 
for, if that were so, then even when an entity was known through 
a mediate cognition he might have had the experience that he did 
not know it. It is admitted by the Sankarites that the vrtti of direct 
intuition through perception is opposed to ajnana ; and, if vrtti of 
mediate cognition also is opposed to ajnana, then there is no mental 
state through which ajnana can be known. 

The experience in deep dreamless sleep, “I did not know any¬ 
thing so long,” also refers to absence of knowledge, and not to any 
positive ignorance. It cannot be said that, since at that time all 
other knowledge has ceased (there being no awareness of the per- 
ceiver or of any other content), there cannot be any awareness 
regarding the absence of knowledge; for the objection would be the 
same with regard to the experience of positive ignorance. If it is 
urged that in that state ajnana is experienced directly as a positive 
entity, but its relationing with regard to its special defining 
reference becomes apparent in the waking state, the same explana¬ 
tion may equally well be given if the experience in the dreamless 
sleep be regarded as being that of absence of knowledge; for 
negation of knowledge may also be experienced as a knowable 
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Entity without any relation to its defining reference; or the so-called 
experience of ignorance may be explained as an inference of the 
absence of knowledge, in the dreamless state, made from physical 
and physiological conditions in the waking state. In the Sankarite 
view also, since the ego cannot be experienced in that state, the 
experience “I did not know anything” must be regarded as being 
in some sense illusory. If it is urged that in the dreamless state 
ajnana, being reflected through a state of avidya {avidya-vrtti), is 
intuited by the saksi- consciousness, then it might equally well be 
intuited in the same manner in the waking state also. If it is 
regarded as being intuited directly by the rafoi-consciousness, then, 
being an eternal cognition, it would have no root-impression 
(samskara) and could not be remembered. Moreover, if it is not 
agreed that the absence of knowledge in the dreamless state is a 
matter of inference from conditions in the waking state, then the 
absence of knowledge in the dreamless state cannot in any other 
way be proved; for it cannot be inferred from a positive ajnana, 
since the negation of knowledge, being material ( jada ), has no 
ajnana associated with it as a veiling factor. Moreover, if from 
ajnana, a positive entity, the negation of knowledge can always be 
inferred, then from the negation of attachment in the dreamless 
state positive antipathy will have to be inferred. Thus the ajnana 
can never be regarded as being susceptible of direct intuition. 

Madhusudana’s reply is that, though the ego perceived cannot 
be a support of the ajnana , yet, since the antahkarana in its causal 
form is falsely identified with the pure consciousness which is the 
support of the ajnana, the ajnana appears to be associated with the 
ego perceived. This explains the experience in the dreamless sleep, 
“I did not know anything.” In the case of the experience “I do 
not know the jug” also, though there cannot be any veil on the jug, 
yet, since ajnana has for its support consciousness limited by the 
jug-form, there is the appearance that the jug-form itself is the 
object of the veil of ajnana. The objection that in the mediated 
cognition, there being the veil of ajnana on the object, there ought 
to be the negation of awareness is also invalid; for, when the 
ajnana is removed from the fenower, the enlightenment of knowledge 
cannot be obstructed by the presence of the ajnana in the object. 

The objection of Vyasa-tirtha that ajnana is only a negation of 
knowledge and that therefore, instead of admitting ajnana as 
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Ming as a positive entity in the perceiver, it is better to admit the 
negation of knowledge only, is invalid; for the experience of nega¬ 
tion of knowledge is invalid in. this form, because negation implies 
the defining reference as a constituent. In order to know that 
“there is no knowledge in me” there must be a knowledge of 
knowledge in me, which is self-contradictory. The experience of 
negation of knowledge in the perceiver without involving any 
relation to a defining reference can only be valid in the case of 
positive apt ana . A specific negation can never appear as a universal 
negation; for, if this were admitted, then even when there is a 
particular book on the table there may be an experience of there 
being no book on, the table; since according to the proposed theory 
of the opponent a specific negation of this or that book is to appear 
as universal negation, Madhusudana urges that what constitutes 
the difference between negations is not a difference between nega¬ 
tions per se , but is due to the difference among the defining re¬ 
ferences which are a constituent in them. It is thus impossible that 
the experience of one’s ignorance could be explained on the 
supposition that such an experience referred to experience of 
negation; for it has already been shown that such negation can be 
neither specific nor universal. So the experience of ignorance is to 
be regarded as the experience of a positive entity. 

It may however be contended that the concept of ajndna also 
involves a reference by way of opposition to knowledge and thus 
implies knowledge as its constituent, so that all the objections 
raised against the concept of negation apply equally well to the 
concept of ajndna . The reply is that on the Saiikarite view the pure 
^^'-consciousness grasps at the same time both ajndna and the 
object as veiled by it without consequent destruction or contraction 
of either of them. Thus there is no chance of any self-contradiction,; 
for the awareness of ajndna does not involve any process which 
negates it 1 . If it is contended by the opponent that in the case of 
the awareness of negation also a similar reply is possible (on the 
assumption that the object of negation is directly known by the 
AT7fe/-consciousness), Madhusudana’s reply is that, since ajndna can 
be known by sdksi- consciousness, its defining reference is also 

1 pramam-vrtti-nivartyasyapi bhava-rUpajiidnasya sakfi-vedyasya virodhi - 
nirnpakapmna-tad-vyavartaka-vi$aya-grdhakena sdksina taUsadhakena tad - 
anasad vydhaty-anupapatteh. Advaita-siddhi , p. 550. 
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iited thereby—in the same manner; but, since negations are not 
intuited directly by the sdksi- consciousness, but only through the 
pramana of non-perception, the defining reference of ajndna also 
cannot be intuited by the sdksi. It cannot be contended that nega¬ 
tion no less than knowledge may be manifested by the sdksi - 
consciousness; for knowledge implies the non-existence of negation, 
and so the two cannot be manifested by ^^/-consciousness at the 
same time; but unproduced knowledge may appear in a qualitative 
relation to ajndna , since, the relation being qualitative, there is no 
contradiction between the two, and this explains the possibility of 
the knowledge of ajndna. The Sahkarites do not admit that the 
knowledge of a qualified entity presupposes the knowledge of the 
quality; and so the objection that, the entity which forms the 
defining relation of ajndna not being previously known, ajndna 
cannot have such defining reference as its adjectival constituent is 
invalid 1 . 

An objection may be raised to the effect that, since Brahma- 
knowledge is to be attained by a definite course of discipline, so 
long as that is not passed through there is a negation-precedent-to- 
Brahma-knowledge; and admission of such a negation exposes the 
Sankarites to all the criticisms which they wished to avoid. The 
reply is to be found in the view that instead of admitting a negation- 
precedent here the Sahkarites assume that there may either be 
knowledge of Brahman or ajndna relating to-it, i.e., instead of 
admitting a negation-precedent-to-Brahma-knowledge, they admit 
a positive ignorance regarding Brahma-knowledge; and thus there 
is no contradiction. 

Vyasa-tirtha’s contention is that negation of an entity does not 
necessarily imply the knowledge of any particular entity in its 
specific relations as a constituent of the knowledge of it, and such 
knowledge may arise without any specific reference to the particu¬ 
larities of the defining reference. In such experience as “ I do not 
know” no specific defining reference is present to the mind and 
there is only a reference to entities in general. On such a view, 
since the knowledge of the defining reference is not a constituent 
of the knowledge of negation, there is no contradiction on the ground 


1 na ca avacchedakasya visayadeh prdgajiidne katham tad-vi$istajndna~ 
jfidnam. vi$e$ana-jnanddhlnatvgd visisfa-jndnasyeti vdcyam vue$ana~jhanasya 
visista-jndna-jiianatve mdnahhdvdt. Advaita-siddhi, p. 550. 
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t; since negation is affirmed with regard to the defining reference, 
its presence as a constituent is impossible. To this Madhusudana’s 
reply is that no negation of any particular entity can appear merely 
in a general reference without regard to the specific relations of that 
particular entity. If it is urged that no negation-precedent can 
appear in association with the specific particularities of the defining 
reference as a constituent and that all negations-precedent can 
appear only in a general reference, the criticism is answered by 
Madhusudana to the effect that such negations-precedent as are 
associated only with the general reference to their defining character 
are impossible 1 . The opponent of Madhusudana is supposed to 
argue that the nature of the defining reference in a negation involves 
only that particular content which is a character inherent in the 
thing or things negated. Such characters, forming the content of 
the knowledge of negation, may indeed constitute the defining 
limit as such of a thing or things negated; but such an objective 
reference is wholly irrelevant for the knowledge of any negation. 
What is essential in the knowledge of the negation is the content, 
which, indeed, involves the character associated with the things 
negated, and so the defining reference involved in the knowledge of 
negation has reference only to such characters as are psychologically 
patent in experience and do not imply that they are objectively the 
defining characters of the things negated. Thus, since on such a 
view the knowledge of negation does not involve as a constituent 
the things negated, there is no such contradiction as is urged by the 
Sankarites. As to this Madhusudana says that such a reply does 
not provide any escape from the strictures already made by him; 
for the opponents seem to think that it is sufficient if the defining 
reference involved in a negation is regarded as a defining character 
of the knowledge of negation and does not involve the supposition 
that at the same time it is also the defining character of the objects 
negated, and they hold that in a knowledge of negation the par¬ 
ticular entity that is negated does not appear in its specific 
character, but only generically, and, if this were so, then, even when 
an object is present in a spot as a particular, there may be an 
experience of negation of it in a general manner, since according 
to the opponents’ supposition particular negations always appear 


1 pratiyogitdvacchedaka-prakdraka-jnanabhdvena 
dhaiva . Ibid, p. 552. 
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genetically. Thus, when one says “I have no knowledge,” if 
knowledge here has only a generic reference, the proposition is 
absurd, since the knowledge of not having knowledge is itself a 
knowledge, and in the proposition the negation of knowledge, 
having a general reference, contradicts the very supposition of not 
having knowledge. 

It may be urged that, if the above criticisms against the know¬ 
ledge of negation be valid, then the same would apply to negation- 
precedent also. To this Madhusudana’s reply is that there is no 
necessity to admit “negation-precedent”; for the real meaning of 
the so-called negation-precedent is future production, which, 
again, means nothing more than that time-entity which is not 
qualified by any object or its destruction—such object being that 
which is supposed to be the defining reference of the so-called 
negation-precedent. This is also the meaning of futurity 1 . It must 
be noted in this connection that production must be defined as a 
specific relation which stands by itself; for it cannot be defined in 
terms of negation-precedent, since the negation-precedent can be 
defined only in terms of production, and thus, if negation-precedent 
is made a constituent of the definition of production, this entails a 
vicious circle. So, even if negation-precedent be admitted, it would 
be difficult to show how it could be intuited; and, on the other 
hand, one loses nothing by not admitting negation-precedent as a 
separate category. The negation involved in a negation-precedent 
is equivalent, so far as merely the negation is concerned, to the 
absence of the negated object at a particular point of time, which, 
again, has for its content a specific negation limited by a particular 
time, where the specific object appears only in a generic relation. 
An analysis of this shows that in negation-precedent ( prag~abhdva ) 
there is negation of a specific object as limited by the present, yet 
that specific object does not appear in its character as specific and 
particular, but only in a generic manner 2 . The dilemma here is that 
negation of a specific object ( visesdbhdva ) cannot have for the con¬ 
tent of its defining reference merely the generic character of the 
thing negated, without involving any of its particularities; and, if 


1 bhavisyatvam ca pratiyogi-tad-dfoamsdnadhara-kdla-sarfibandhitvam . Ad- 
mita-siddhi, p. 552, 

2 iheddnir(i ghato nasiUi pratttis tu sdmdnya-dharmavacehinna-pratiyogitdka- 
tat-kdldvacchinna-yavad~vise$dbhava-visayd. Ibid. p. 553. 
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is so, then there cannot be any negation-precedent involving 
this condition. Again, if the possibility of such a contingency be 
admitted, then general negation (sdmdnyabhdva) is impossible; for 
no negation limited by any kind of particularity either of time or 
of object would be entitled to be called a general negation. Thus 
both the negation-precedent and the general negation appear to be 
interdependent in their conception, and so thwart each other that 
neither of them can be admitted. The main contention of Madhu- 
sQdana in all these cases is that no specific object can as defining 
reference in any negation appear only in a generic nature devoid of 
relation to particularity. Thus, when one says “I do not know,” 
the experience involved in such a proposition is not that of the 
negation of a particular object appearing only in a generic aspect. 
If this contention is admitted, then the experience involved in 
“I do not know” cannot be interpreted as being one of general 
negation. 

Again, it is a matter of common experience that the mere locus 
of the negation can itself furnish the awareness of negation; thus 
the bare spot is also the negation of the jug on it. Looked at from 
this point of view, even positive entities may yield a comprehension 
of negation. It is wrong to suggest that the nature of the defining 
reference defines the nature of the negation; for, if this were so, 
then it would have been impossible that the different negations, 
such as negation-precedent, destruction, etc., should be classed as 
different, since they all have the same defining reference. According 
to the view of Madhusildana the differences of negation are due to 
illusory impositions no less than are differences in positive entities. 

Even if it is held that there is only one negation, which under 
different conditions appears as diverse, the Sankarites will have 
nothing to object to; for according to them both negation and 
position are but illusory impositions. But Madhusildana points 
out that, since the experience “I am ignorant” does not (even 
under the trenchant analysis undergone above) disclose as its origin 
any negation, it must be admitted that it is due to the experience 
of the positive entity of ajndna . 

So Madhusudana further urges that the apperception in the 
waking state of the experience of the dreamless sleep, viz,, “I did 
not know anything so long,” refers to a positive ajndna . Now, if 
this apperception be an inference, the opponent points out that it 
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be an inference of negation of knowledge and not of positive 
ignorance. For one may well infer that, since he existed and during 
the interval between the two waking stages had a state of mind, that 
state must have been a state of absence of knowledge. The apper¬ 
ception cannot be said to be mere memory; for memory can only 
be through root-impressions. The intuition of the saksi-consctous- 
ness being eternal, no root-impression can be produced by such 
knowledge; for the mechanism of root-impressions is only a 
psychological device for producing memory by such cognitions as 
are transitory. To this Madhusudana’s reply is that the appercep¬ 
tion under discussion cannot be called an inference; for the 
inference is based on the ground that the sleeper had a mental 
state during the dreamless condition. But, if he had no knowledge 
at the time, it is impossible for him to say that he was at that time 
endowed with any specific mental state. It also cannot be said that 
negation of knowledge during dreamless sleep can be inferred from 
the fact that at that time there was no cause for the production of 
knowledge; for the absence of such cause can be known only from 
the absence of knowledge (and vice versa), and this involves a 
vicious circle. Nor can it be said that absence of cause of knowledge 
can be inferred from the blissful condition of the senses, which 
could happen only as a consequence of the cessation of their 
operation; for there is no evidence that the cessation of the opera¬ 
tion of the senses would produce the blissful, condition. It must be 
noted in this connection that intuition of ajndna is always associated 
with absence of knowledge; so that in every case where there is an 
intuition of ajndna the inference of absence of knowledge would be 
valid. The so-called non-perception is really an inference from 
positive ajndna ; thus, when one has perceived in the morning an 
empty yard, he can infer from the absence of the knowledge of an 
elephant in it the fact of his positive ignorance of an elephant there. 
Thus the apperception of absence of knowledge can be explained 
as inference. It can also be explained as a case of memory. The 
objection that the intuition of ajndna cannot have any root- 
impression is also invalid; for the ajndna which is the object of the 
rafof-consciousness during dreamless sleep is itself a reflection 
through a vrtti of ajndna , since it is only under such conditions that 
ajndna can be an object of ^/^-consciousness. Since a vrtti is 
admitted in the intuition of ajndna , with, the cessation of the vrtti 
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there must be a root-impression and through that there can be 
memory of the mtti } as in the case of the memory of any other 
cognition 1 . It cannot be contended that, if ajnana requires for its 
cognition a vrtti state, then, if there is no such vrtti , there may be 
doubt regarding ajnana ; for there cannot be any ajnana regarding 
ajnana , and doubt itself, being a modification of ajnana , has the 
same scope as ajnana. It cannot be urged that, like ajndna 9 negation 
may also be perceived by the ^foz-consciousness; for, since nega¬ 
tion is always associated with its defining reference, it cannot be 
intuitively perceived by the indeterminate intuitive ^^-conscious¬ 
ness. Though ajnana involves an opposition to knowledge, yet the 
opposition is not as such intuited in the dreamless state. Madhu- 
sudana says that it is contended that, since there is a continuous 
succession of ajnana states, from the dreamless condition to the 
waking stage (for in the waking state also all cognitions take place 
by reflection through ajnana states), there is no occasion for a 
memory of the dreamless intuition of ajnana ; for through $am~ 
skaras memory is possible on the destruction of a vrtti state of 
cognition. To this the reply is that the ajnana state of dreamless 
condition is of a specific nature of darkness ( tamasi ) which 
ceases with sleep, and hence there is no continuity of succession 
between this and the ordinary cognitive states in the waking 
condition. From one point of view, however, the contention is 
right; for it may well be maintained that in the dreamless state 
ajnana exists in its causal aspect, and thus, since the ajnana is the 
material for experience of both dreamless sleep and waking state, 
there is in reality continuity of succession of ajnana , and thus there 
cannot be any memory of dreamless experience of ajnana . It is for 
this reason that Suresvara has discarded this view. The view taken 
by the author of the Vivarana follows the conception of sleep in 
the Yoga-sutras, where a separate vrtti in the dreamless state is 
admitted. Thus the experience of the dreamless state may well be 
described as relating to experience of positive ajnana. 

1 ajnanasyajnana-vTtti-pratwimbitM-sdksi-bhasyatvena vrtti-ndsdd eva samskd- 
ropapattek . Advaita-siddki , p. 557. 
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Inference of ajnana. 

It is held by Prakasananda in his Vivarana that ajnana can be 
inferred; the form of the inference that he suggests is: “A valid 
cognition is associated with a positive veil upon its object, which 
veil is removable by the cognition itself, and such a veil is different 
from the negation-precedent of its self. ”* Vyasa-tfrtha, in refuting 
this inference, starts by criticizing the concept of the minor term 
(paksa , i.e., pramdna-jnand) . He says that according to the above 
form of inference consciousness of pleasure, which is a valid 
cognition, should also appear after removing the veil on itself, but 
the pleasure-consciousness, being of the nature of ^^/-conscious¬ 
ness, is unable (according to the theory of the Sahkarites them¬ 
selves) to remove ajnana. If the concept of the minor term is 
narrowed to vrtti-jndna, or cognitive states in general, then also it 
is not possible; for, if a mediate cognitive state be supposed to 
remove the veil upon its object, that would mean that there is a 
direct revelation of intuitive consciousness through the object, 
which would be the same as saying that mediate cognition is 
perception. If the concept of the minor be narrowed down to 
immediate perception, then the above definition would not apply 
to mediate cognition, which is a valid cognition. Even in the case 
of the immediate cognition of error there is an element of the 
intuition of “being” to which also the above definition would 
apply; for certainly that does not manifest itself after removing a 
veil of non-being, since the intuition of being is universal. More¬ 
over, if that could remove the ajnana , then ajnana would have no 
being and so could not be the material cause of illusion. The ajnana 
which has “being” for its support is regarded as the material cause 
of illusion, but is never the object of illusion itself. If the concept 
of the minor is further narrowed, so as to mean merely the cognitive 
states, excluding the underlying “being,” then in the case of suc¬ 
cessive awareness of the same entity the awareness at the second 
and third moments cannot be supposed to remove the veil itself, 
since that was removed by the first awareness. If the concept of the 

1 vivada-gocarapannam prayndna-jfidnarfi sva-prag-abhdva-vyatirikta~$va~ 
vi?aydvarana-sva-nivartya-sva-desa-qata-vastv-ant(ira~purvaka?n bhavitum arhati 
aprakdiitartha-prakasakatvad andhakdre prathamotpaiwa-pradipci-prabhdvad iti . 
Panca-padikd-vivarana, p. 13. 
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minor term is further narrowed, so as to mean merely the direct 
cognition of the material object, then also, since the Sahkarites do 
not admit that there are veils on the object, the object-cognition 
cannot be regarded as having removed such a veil. If in answer to 
this it is held that the mental state, e.g., the cognition of jug, 
involves a limitation of the pure consciousness by the jug-form 
and, since the ajndna has the same scope as the above limitation, 
the removal of the veil on the jug-form limitation means also the 
removal of the veil of ajndna to that extent, the reply is, first, that on 
the view that there is only one ajndna the above explanation does 
not hold; secondly, since the pure consciousness, limited in any 
form, is not self-luminous, it cannot, according to the Sankarites, 
be associated with a veil, which can only be associated with the pure 
self-luminous consciousness. Moreover, if the removal of the veil 
is spoken of as having reference only to material objects, then, since 
the verbal proposition “this is a jug” has the same content as the 
jug itself, the removal of the veil with reference to the material 
object—the jug—which has the same content as the mediate verbal 
proposition, ought not to take place. 

Again, since on the Sankarite view the ^r/ft-knowledge is itself 
false, there cannot be any possibility that illusory objects should be 
imposed upon it. On the other hand, if the pure consciousness, as 
manifested by the vrtti, be synonymous with knowledge, then, 
since such a consciousness is the support of ajndna , it cannot be 
regarded as removing ajndna . Thus the requirement of the in¬ 
ference that knowledge establishes itself by removing ajndna fails; 
further, the requirement of the definition that the veil that is 
removed has the same location as the knowledge fails, since the 
ajndna is located in pure consciousness, whereas the cognition is 
always of the conditioned consciousness. 

The inference supposes that there is a removal of the veil 
because there is a manifestation of the unmanifested; but this can¬ 
not hold good, since the Brahma-knowledge cannot be manifested 
by any thing other than pure consciousness, and the self-luminous, 
which is the basis of all illusions, is ever self-manifested, and thus 
there is no possibility here of the unmanifested being manifested. 
Moreover, if the ajndna be a positive entity existing from beginning¬ 
less time, then it would be impossible that it should be removed. 
It is also impossible that that which is a veil should be beginning- 
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less. So it is possible to have such counter-arguments as that 
beginninglessness can never be associated with veils, since it exists 
only as beginningless, like the negation-precedent; or that a valid 
knowledge can never remove anything else than negation, because 
it is knowledge. The manifestation of the unmanifested does not 
imply any positive fact of unmanifestation, but may signify only an 
absence of manifestation. Moreover, the light manifests the jug, 
etc., by removing darkness, because light is opposed to darkness, 
but the manifestation of knowledge cannot be opposed to ajndna ; 
for pure consciousness underlying the objects is not opposed to 
ajndna . The opposition of vrtti to ajndna is irrelevant; for vrtti is 
not knowledge. What may be said concerning the rise of a new 
cognition is that it removes the beginningless negation of the 
knowledge of an object of any particular person. 

Madbusudana in reply says that the term “valid knowledge,” 
which is the minor term, has to be so far restricted in meaning that 
it applies only to the w/ta'-knowledge and not to the .?aAy/-conscious- 
ness which reveals pleasure or bliss; the e;r£ri-knowledge also has 
to be further narrowed down in its meaning so as to exclude the 
substantive part ( dharmy-ama ) of all cognitions, the “this” or 
the “ being” which is qualified by all cognitive characters. Pramdna- 
jndna , or valid knowledge, which is inferred as removing a veil, 
means therefore only the cognitive characters revealed in the vrtti . 
Even in the case of paroksa (mediate knowledge) there is the 
removal of its veil, consisting in the fact of its non-existence to the 
knower; which veil being removed, the object of the mediate 
cognition is revealed to the knower. Thus the valid cognition 
includes the cognitive characters as appearing both in mediate and 
in immediate vrttis . The reason for the exclusion of the substantive 
part, or the “this,” from the concept of valid knowledge under 
discussion is apparent from the fact that there is no error or illusion 
regarding the “this”; all errors or doubts can happen only with 
regard to the cognitive characters. The “this” is as self-existent 
as the experience of pleasure. There cannot, therefore, be any such 
objection as that in their case also there is a revelation of the 
unknown and therefore a removal of the veil. If, however, it is* 
urged that, though there may mot be any error or doubt regarding 
the “ this,” yet, since there remains the fact that it was first un¬ 
known, and then known, and therefore it involves the removal of a 





The theory of Avidya refuted 

veil, there would be objection on the part of the Sankarites to 
admitting such a removal, which may well be effected by the 
cognitive state or the pramdna-vrtti . In such a case, however, the 
removal of the veil is not of the ordinary nature; for this ajndna , 
which consists only in the fact that the entity is unknown, is dif¬ 
ferent from the ajndna the extent and limit of which can be re¬ 
garded as a positive ignorance having the same defining reference 
as the object of cognition. In this view, therefore, the ajndna is to 
be defined as that which has the capacity of producing errors, since 
there cannot be any error with regard to the substantive part, the 
“this/’ The fact that it remains unknown until cognized involves 
no ajndna according to our definition. Thus it may well be supposed 
that in the case of the cognition of the “this” there is, according 
to the definition contemplated in the scheme of the inference of 
ajndna under discussion, no removal of ajndna. 

In the case of continuous perception, though, the object may 
remain the same, yet a new time-element would be involved in 
each of the succeeding moments, and the removal of the veil may 
be regarded as having a reference to this new factor. It is well 
known that according to the Sankarites time can be perceived by 
all the pramdnas. Again, the objection that, since material objects 
can have no veil and since the ajndna cannot be said to hide pure 
consciousness which is its support, it is difficult to say which of 
these is veiled by ajndna , is not valid; for, though the pure con¬ 
sciousness exists in its self-shining character, yet for its limited 
appearance, as “it exists,” “it shines,” ajndna may be admitted to 
enforce a limitation or veiling and to that extent it may be regarded 
as a veil upon that pure consciousness. Madhusudana further adds 
arguments in favour of the view that ajndna can be inferred; these 
are of a formal nature and are, therefore, omitted here. 


The theory of Avidya refuted. 

Vyasa-tirtha says that it cannot be assumed that an entity such 
as the avidya must exist as a substratum of illusion, since otherwise 
illusions would be impossible; for it has been shown before that 
the definition of avidya as the material cause of illusion is untenable. 
Moreover, if it is held that illusions such as the conch-shell-silver 
are made out of a stuff, then there must also be a producer who 
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works on the stuff to manufacture the illusions. Neither God nor 
the individual can be regarded as being such a producer; nor can 
the changeless Brahman be considered to be so. Again, avidyd, 
being beginningless, ought to be as changeless as Brahman. 
Moreover, if Brahman be regarded as the material cause of the 
world, there is no necessity for admitting the existence of avidyd ; 
for under the Sankarite supposition Brahman, though not changing, 
may nevertheless well be the basis of the illusions imposed upon it. 
If that were not so, then avidyd, which needs a support, would 
require for the purpose some entity other than Brahman. It may 
be suggested that the supposition of avidyd is necessary for the 
purpose of explaining the changing substratum of illusion; for 
Brahman, being absolutely true, cannot be regarded as the material 
cause of the false illusion, since an effect must have for its cause an 
entity similar to it. But, if that is so, then Brahman cannot be 
regarded as the cause of the sky or other physical elements which 
are unreal in comparison with Brahman. It cannot be urged that, 
since the individual and the Brahman are identical in essence, 
without the assumption of avidyd the limited manifestation of bliss 
in the individual would be inexplicable; for the very supposition that 
Brahman and the individual are identical is illegitimate, and so there 
is no difficulty in explaining the unlimited and limited manifestation 
of bliss, in Brahman and the individual, because they are different. 

Madhusudana in reply to the above says that antahkarana (or 
mind) cannot be regarded as the material cause of illusion; first, 
because the antahkarana is an entity in time, whereas illusions 
continue in a series and have no beginning in time; secondly, the 
antahkarana is in its processes always associated with real objects 
of the world, and would, as such, be inoperative in regard to 
fictitious conch-shell-silver—and, if this is so, then without the 
supposition of avidyd there would be no substratum as the material 
cause of avidyd. Brahman also, being unchangeable, cannot be the 
cause of such illusion. It cannot be suggested that Brahman is the 
cause of illusion in its status as basis or locus of illusion; for, unless 
the cause which transforms itself into the effect be admitted, the 
unchanging cause to which such effects are attributed itself cannot 
be established 1 , since it is only when certain transformations have 

' 1 tia ca vivartddhisffydnatvena hikty-dder ivopddcLmtvam avidydm antarenct - 
tattvik&nyatha-bhdva-lak§anasya vivartasysambhavdt . Advaita-siddhi , p. 573. 





been effected that they are referred to a certain ground or basis as 
belonging to it. 


Again, if ajndna be itself invalid, as the Sahkarites say, it is 
impossible that it should be amenable to the different valid means 
of proof. If it is contended that ajndna has only an empirical 
existence ( vydvahdrika ), then it could not be the stuff of the 
ordinary illusory experience; for the stuff of the empirical cannot 
be the cause of the illusory, and there is no evidence that the 
avidyd is illusory. If it is contended that' the valid means of proof 
serve only for negating the non-existence of avidyd, then the reply 
is that, since the ajndna is grasped by the faultless safof-conscious- 
ness, it must be admitted to be valid. It is wrong also to suppose 
that the means of proof negate only the non-existence of ajndna ; 
for, unless the nature of ajndna could be known by inference, the 
negation of its non-existence could also not be known. It must also 
be noted that, when the valid means of proof reveal the ajfidna , they 
do so as if it were not an illusory conch-shell-silver known by the 
AV7/m-cohsciousf).ess, but a valid object of knowledge, and they also 
do not reveal the non-existence of ajfidna in the locus of its ap¬ 
pearance. Thus the valid means of proof by which ajndna is sup¬ 
posed to be made known indicate its existence as a valid object of 
knowledge. The avidyd , therefore, may be regarded as non-eternal 
(being removable by knowledge), but not false or invalid. The 
statement of the Sankarites, therefore, that avidyd is invalid by 
itself and yet is known by valid means of proof, is invalid. 

If avidyd is apprehended by the pure faultless consciousness, it 
should be ultimately true, and it ought to persist after emancipa¬ 
tion. It cannot be said that it may not persist after emancipation, 
since, its esse being its per dpi, so long as its perception exists (as it 
must, being apprehended by the eternal pure consciousness) it also 
must exist. If It is held that avidyd is known through a vrtti, then 
the obvious difficulty is that the two conditions which can generate 
a vrtti are that of valid cognitive state (pramana) or defects ( dosa), 
and in the case of the apprehension of avidyd neither of these can 
be said to induce the suitable vrtti. There being thus no possibility 
of a vrtti , there would be no apprehension of avidyd through the 
reflection of consciousness through it. Again, the vrtti, being itself 
an avidyd state, would itself require for its comprehension the help 
of pure consciousness reflected through another vrtti, and that 
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another, and so on; and, if it is urged that the comprehension of 
the vrtti does not stand in need of reflection through another vrtti, 
but is directly revealed by ^^'-consciousness, then such a vrtti 
would be experienced even after emancipation. Moreover, it is 
difficult to conceive how an entity like avidya, whose esse is per dpi, 
can be regarded as capable of conditioning a vrtti by the reflection 
of the consciousness through which it can be known. For there is 
no esse of the thing before it is perceived, and according to the 
supposition it cannot be perceived unless it has a previous esse. 

The reply of Madhusudana is that the above objections are 
invalid, since the ajndna, being perceived by the .ra/«/’-conscious- 
ness, which is always associated with the perceiver, has no such 
ontological appearance or revelation. In reply to some of the other 
criticisms Madhusudana points out that, avidya being a defect and 
being itself a condition of its own vrtti, the objections on these 
grounds lose much of their force. 

Vyasa-tirtha says that the Sahkarites think that, since everything 
else but the pure consciousness is an imaginary creation of avidya, 
the avidya can have for its support only Brahman and nothing else. 
He points out that it is impossible that ignorance, which is entirely 
opposed to knowledge, should have the latter as its support. It may 
well be remembered that ignorance is defined as that which is 
removable by knowledge. It cannot be said that the opposition is 
between the ©rttz-knowledge and ajndna; for, if that were so, then 
ajndna should be defined as that which is opposed to knowledge in 
a restricted sense, since ©rffr'-knowledge is knowledge only in a 
restricted sense (the real knowledge being the light of pure 
consciousness). If consciousness were not opposed to ignorance, 
there could not be any illumination of objects. The opposition of 
ignorance to knowledge is felt, even according to the Sahkarites, 
in the experience “ I do not know.” It is also well known that there 
is no ignorance with regard to pleasure or pain, which are directly 
perceived by the saksi. This is certainly due to the fact that pure 
consciousness annuls ajndna, so that whatever is directly revealed 
by it has no ajndna in it. It is contended that there are instances 
where one of the things that are entirely opposed to each other may 
have the other as its basis. Persons suffering from photophobia may 
ascribe darkness to sunshine, in which case darkness is seen to be 
based on sunshine; similarly, though knowledge and ignorance are 
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so much opposed, yet the latter may be supposed to be based on 
the former. To this the reply is that, following the analogy where a 
false darkness is ascribed to sunlight, one may be justified in 
thinking that a false ajndna different from the ajndna under dis¬ 
cussion may be based on the pure consciousness. Moreover, the 
experience “I am ignorant” shows that the ignorance (avidya) is 
associated with the ego and not with pure consciousness. It cannot 
be suggested that, both the ego and the ignorance being at the same 
time illusorily imposed on the pure consciousness, they appear as 
associated with each other, which explains the experience “I am 
ignorant”; for without first proving that the ajndna exists in the 
pure consciousness the illusory experience cannot be explained, and 
without having the illusory experience first the association of 
ajndna with pure consciousness cannot be established, and thus 
there would be a vicious circle. It is also wrong to suppose that the 
experience “I am ignorant” is illusory. Moreover, the very ex¬ 
perience “I am ignorant” contradicts the theory that ajndna is 
associated with pure consciousness, and there is no means by which 
this contradiction can be further contradicted and the theory that 
ajndna rests on pure consciousness be supported. The notions of 
an agent, knower, or enjoyer are always associated with cognitive 
states and therefore belong to pure consciousness. If these notions 
were imposed upon the pure consciousness, the ajndna would 
belong to it (which, being a false knower, is the same as the indi¬ 
vidual self or jiva), and, so would belong to jiva\ this would be to 
surrender the old thesis that ajndna belongs to pure consciousness. 
It is also not right to say that the ajndna of the conch-shell belongs 
to the consciousness limited by it; it is always experienced that 
knowledge and ignorance both belong to the knower. If it is con¬ 
tended that what exists in the substratum may also show itself when 
that substratum is qualified in any particular manner, and that 
therefore the ajndna in the pure consciousness may also show itself 
in the self or jtm, which is a qualified appearance of pure con¬ 
sciousness, to this the reply is that, if this contention is admitted, then 
even the pure consciousness may be supposed to undergo through 
its association with ajndna the world-cycles of misery and rebirth. 

The supposition that the jiva is a reflection and the impurities 
are associated with it as a reflected image and not with the 
Brahman, the reflector, is wrong; for, if the ajndna is associated 
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with pure consciousness, it is improper to think that its effects 
should affect the reflected image and not Brahman. Moreover, the 
analogy of reflection can hold good only with reference to rays of 
light, and not with reference to consciousness. Again, if the jivas 
be regarded as a product of reflection, this will necessarily have a 
beginning in time. Moreover, the reflection can occur only when 
that through which anything is reflected has the same kind of 
existence as the former. A ray of light can be reflected in the sur¬ 
face of water and not in mirage, because water has the same status 
of existence as the ray of light; but, if Brahman and ajnana have 
not the same kind of existence, the former cannot be reflected in 
the latter. Moreover, ajnana , which has no transparency, cannot 
be supposed to reflect Brahman. Again, there is no reason to 
suppose that the ajnana should be predisposed to reflect the 
Brahman, and, if the ajnana is transformed into the form of dkdsa , 
etc., it cannot also at the same time behave as a reflector. Moreover, 
just as apart from the face and its image through reflection there is 
no other separate face, so there is also no separate pure conscious¬ 
ness, apart from Brahman and the jiva , which could be regarded as 
the basis of ajnana. Also it cannot be suggested that pure con¬ 
sciousness as limited by thojiva-form is the basis of the ajnana ; for 
without the reflection through ajnana there cannot be any jiva, and 
without the jiva there cannot be any ajnana , since on the present 
supposition the ajnana has for its support the consciousness limited 
by jiva y and this involves a vicious circle. Again, on this view, since 
Brahman is not the basis of ajnana, though it is of the nature of pure 
consciousness, it may well be contended that pure consciousness as 
such is not the basis of ajnana , and that, just as the jiva , through 
association with ajnana , undergoes the cycles of birth, so Brahman 
also may, with equal reason, be associated with ajnana , and undergo 
the painful necessities of such an association. 

The analogy of the mirror and the image is also inappropriate 
on many grounds. The impurities of the mirror are supposed to 
vitiate the image; but in the present case no impurities are directly 
known or perceived to exist in the ajnana, which stands for the 
mirror; even though they may be there, being of the nature of root- 
impressions, they are beyond the scope of the senses. Thus, the 
view that the conditions which are perceived in the mirror are also 
reflected in the image is invalid. 


The theory of Avidya refuted 

It cannot be held that, just as in the Nyaya view the soul is 
associated with pain only through the intermediacy of body, so the 
pure consciousness may be regarded as associated with ajnana in 
association with its limited form as jtva; for, since pure conscious¬ 
ness is itself associated with the mischievous element, the ajnana , 
the attainment of Brahmanhood cannot be regarded as a desirable 
state. 

Madhusudana in reply says that pure consciousness, in itself 
not opposed to ajnana , can destroy ajnana only when reflected 
through modification of ajnana as vrtti, just as the rays of the sun, 
which illuminate little bits of paper or cotton, may burn them 
when reflected through a lens. It is wrong also to suppose that the 
ignorance has its basis in the ego; for the ego-notion, being itself 
a product of ajnana, cannot be its support. It must, therefore, have 
as its basis the underlying pure consciousness. The experience 
“I am ignorant” is, therefore, to be explained on the supposition 
that the notion of ego and ignorance both have their support in the 
pure consciousness and are illusorily made into a complex. The 
ego, being itself an object of knowledge and removable by ultimate 
true knowledge, must be admitted to be illusory. If ajnana were 
not ultimately based on pure consciousness, then it could not be 
removable by the ultimate and final knowledge which has the pure 
consciousness as its content. It is also wrong to suppose that the 
ajnana qualifies the phenomenal knower; for the real fcnower is the 
pure consciousness, and to it as such the ajnana belongs, and it is 
through it that all kinds of knowledge, illusory or relatively real, 
belong to it. The criticism that, there being ajnana , there is the 
phenomenal knower, and, there being the phenomenal knower, 
there is ajnana , is also wrong; for ajnana does not depend for its 
existence upon the phenomenal knower. Their mutual association 
is due not to the fact that avidya has the knower as its support, but 
that ignorance and the ego-notion are expressed together in one 
structure of awareness, and this explains their awareness. The 
unity of the phenomenal knower and the pure consciousness 
subsists only in so far as the consciousness underlying the phe¬ 
nomenal knower is one with pure consciousness. It is well known 
that, though a face may stand before a mirror, the impurities of 
the mirror affect the reflected mirror and not the face. The re¬ 
flected image, again, is nothing different from the face itself; so, 
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lough the pure consciousness may be reflected through impure 
ajnana , impurities affect not the pure consciousness, but the jtva, 
which, again, is identical in its essence with the consciousness. It 
must be noted in this connection that there are two ajndnas , one 
veiling the knower and the other the object, and it is quite 
possible that in some cases (e.g., in mediate knowledge) the veil 
of the object may remain undisturbed as also the veil of the 
subject. 

It is wrong to suppose that reflection can only be of visible 
objects; for invisible objects also may have reflection, as in the case 
of dkdsa , which, though invisible, has its blueness reflected in it 
from other sources. Moreover, that Brahman is reflected through 
ajnana is to be accepted on the testimony of scripture. It is also 
wrong to contend that that which is reflected and that in which the 
reflection takes place have the same kind of existence; for a red 
image from a red flower, though itself illusory and having therefore 
a different status of existence from the reflecting surface of the 
mirror, may nevertheless be further reflected in other things. 
Moreover, it is wrong to suppose that ajnana cannot be predisposed 
to reflect pure consciousness; for ajnana , on the view that it is 
infinite, may be supposed to be able to reflect pure consciousness 
in its entirety; on the view that it is more finite than pure con¬ 
sciousness there is no objection that a thing of smaller dimensions 
could not reflect an entity of larger dimensions; the sun may be 
reflected in water on a plate. Moreover, it is not a valid objection 
that, if ajnana has transformation into particular forms, it is 
exhausted, and therefore cannot reflect pure consciousness; for that 
fraction of ajnana which takes part in transformation does not take 
part in reflection, which is due to a different part of ajnana. Again, 
the criticism that, in contradistinction to the case of reflection of a 
neutral face appearing as many images, there is no neutral con¬ 
sciousness, apart from th tjlva and Brahman, is ineffective; for the 
neutral face is so called only because the differences are not taken 
into account, so that the pure consciousness also may be said to be 
neutral when looked at apart from the peculiarities of its special 
manifestation through reflection. 

It must be noted that the function of reflection consists in 
largely attributing the conditions (such as impurities, etc.) of the 
reflector to the images. This is what is meant by the phrase 
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upddhek pratibimba-paksapdtitvam (i.e., the conditions show them¬ 
selves in the images). It is for this reason that the impurities of 
ajndna may show themselves in the reflected jlvas without affecting 
the nature of pure consciousness. 

Also it cannot be said that mdyd is associated with Brahman; 
for, if this mdyd be ajndna, then the possibility of its association 
with Brahman has already been refuted. Mdyd , being ajnana } 
also cannot be regarded as a magical power whereby it is possible 
to show things which are non-existent {aindrajdlikasyeva avidya - 
mana-pradarsana-saktih) ; for, since ajndna in general has been 
refuted, a specific appearance of it, as magic, cannot be admitted; 
also it is never seen that a magician demonstrates liis magical feats 
through ajndna. If mdyd be regarded as a special power of Brahman 
by which He creates the diverse real objects of the world, then we 
have no objection to such a view and are quite prepared to accept 
it. If it is held that mdyd is a power of deluding other beings, then, 
since before its application there are no beings, the existence of 
mdyd is unjustifiable. Again, if such a power should be regarded 
as having a real existence, then it would break monism. If it be 
regarded as due to the false imagination of th ejwds, then it cannot 
be regarded as deluding these. If it be regarded as due to the false 
imagination of Brahman, then it must be admitted that Brahman 
has ajndna , since without ajndna there cannot be any false 
imagination. 

The view of Vacaspati that avidya resides in the jiva is also 
wrong—for, if jiva means pure consciousness, then the old objec¬ 
tion holds good; if jiva means pure consciousness as limited by 
reflection from ajndna or the ajndna- product, the buddhi , then this 
involves a vicious circle; for without first explaining avidya it is not 
possible to talk about its limitation. If it is said that avidya , 
standing by itself without any basis, produces the jlvas through its 
reference to pure consciousness, and then, when the jiva is pro¬ 
duced, resides in it, then it will be wrong to suppose that avidya 
resides in the jiva ; even the production of the jiva will be in¬ 
explicable, and the old objection of the vicious circle will still be 
the same. Nor can it be held that, the jiva and the avidya being 
related to each other in a beginningless relation, the criticism of the 
vicious circle through mutual dependence is unavailing is not 
correct; for, if they do not depend on each other, they also cannot 
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determine each other. If the ajnana and the jiva are not found to 
be related to each other in any of their operations, they also cannot 
depend upon each other; that which is entirely unrelated to any 
entity cannot be said to depend on it. It is held that the difference 
between jiva and Brahman consists in the fact of the former 
being a product of avidyd, and it is also held that the avidyd has 
the jiva as its basis, so that without the knowledge of jiva there 
cannot be avidyd , and without the knowledge of avidyd there 
cannot be any jiva. 

To this Madhusudana’s reply is that the so-called vicious circle 
of mutual dependence is quite inapplicable to the case under dis¬ 
cussion, since such mutual dependence does not vitiate the pro¬ 
duction, because such production is in a beginningless series. There 
is not also a mutual agency of making each other comprehensible; 
for, though the ajnana is made comprehensible by pure conscious¬ 
ness, yet the latter is not manifested by the former. There is, further, 
no mutual dependence in existence; for, though the ajnana depends 
upon pure consciousness for its existence, yet the latter does not 
depend upon the former. Madhusudana further points out that 
according to Vacaspati it is the ajnana of the jiva that creates both 
the isvara and the jiva. 

The ajnana is supposed to veil the pure consciousness; but the 
pure consciousness is again supposed to be always self-luminous, 
and, if this is so, how can it be veiled? The veil cannot be of the 
jiva, since the jiva is a product of ajnana ; it cannot be of the material 
objects, since they are themselves non-luminous, so that no veil is 
necessary to hide them. The veiling of the pure consciousness 
.cannot be regarded as annihilation of the luminosity of the self- 
luminous (siddha-prakdsa-lopah) ; nor can it be regarded as ob¬ 
struction to the production of what after it had come into existence 
would have proved itself to be self-luminous; for that whose essence 
is self-luminous can never cease at any time to be so. Moreover, 
since the self-luminosity is ever-existent, there cannot be any 
question regarding production of it which the ajnana may be 
supposed to veil. Again, since it is the nature of knowledge to 
express itself as related to objects, it cannot stand in need of any¬ 
thing else in order to establish its relationing to the objects, and 
there cannot be any time when the knowledge will exist without 
relationing itself to the objects. Moreover, on the Sankarite view 
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the pure consciousness, being homogeneous in its self-luminosity, 
does not stand in need of any relationing to objects which could be 
obstructed by the veil. Nor can it be said that the veil acts as an 
obstruction to the character of objects as known (prakatya- 
pratibandha ); even according to the Sankarites the prdkatya, or the 
character of objects as known, is nothing but pure consciousness. 

It cannot be said that such awareness as “this exists,” “it does not 
shine” cannot be said to appertain to pure consciousness; for even 
in denying the existence of consciousness we have the manifestation 
of consciousness. Even erroneous conceptions of the above forms 
cannot be said to be the veil of ajfiana ; for error arises only as a 
result of the veiling of the locus (e.g., it is only when the nature of 
the conch-shell is hidden that there can appear an illusory notion 
of silver) and cannot therefore be identified with the veil itself. 
Citsukha defines self-luminosity as that which, not being an object 
of awareness, has a fitness for being regarded as immediate 
(avedyatve sati aparoksa-vyavahdra-yogyatvam ), The view that the 
self-luminosity is the fitness for not being immediate or self- 
shining as an explanation of the veil of ajndna that exists in it, is 
wrong, for that is self-contradictory, since by definition it has 
fitness for being regarded as immediate, 

Again, a veil is that which obstructs the manifestation of that 
which is covered by it; but, if a self-luminous principle can mani¬ 
fest itself through ajndna , it is improper to call this a veil. 

Again, if a veil covers any light, that veil does not obstruct the 
illumination itself, but prevents the light from reaching objects 
beyond the veil Thus a light inside a jug illuminates the inside of 
the jug, and the cover of the jug only prevents the light from 
illuminating objects outside the jug. In the case of the supposed 
obstruction of the illumination of the pure consciousness the same 
question may arise, and it may well be asked “To whom does the 
veil obstruct the illumination of the pure consciousness?” It can¬ 
not be with reference to diverse jivas; for the diversity of jivas is 
supposed to be a product of the action of the veil, and they are not 
already existent, so that it may be said that the pure consciousness 
becomes obstructed from the jivas by the action of the veil. It is 
also wrong to suppose that the illumination of the Brahman so far 
differs from that of ordinary light that it does not manifest itself to 
itself; for, if that were so, it might equally remain unmanifested 
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even during emancipation and there would be no meaning in 
introducing ajndna as the fact of veiling. It is held that even while 
the sdksi- consciousness is manifesting itself the ajndna may still be 
there, since the sdksi- consciousness manifests the ajndna itself. It is 
further held that in such experiences as “I do not know what you 
said” the ajndna , though it may not veil anything, may yet be 
manifested in pure consciousness, as may be directly intuited by 
experience. To this the reply is that the conception of the ajndna 
aims at explaining the non-manifestation of the unlimited bliss of 
Brahman, and, if that is so, how can it be admitted that ajndna may 
appear without any veiling operation in the manifested conscious¬ 
ness? Though in the case of such an experience as “I do not know 
what you said” the ajndna may be an object of knowledge, in the 
case of manifestation of pleasure and pain there cannot be any 
experience of the absence of manifestation of these, and so no 
ajndna can appear in consciousness with reference to these. More¬ 
over, even when one says “I do not know what you say” there is 
no appearance of ajndna in consciousness; the statement merely 
indicates that the content of the speaker's words is known only in 
a general way, excluding its specific details. So far, therefore, there 
is thus a manifestation of the general outline of the content of the 
speaker’s words, which might lead, in future, to an understanding 
of the specific details. Anyway, the above experience does not mean 
the direct experience of ajndna . Just as God, though not subject 
like ourselves to illusidhs, is yet aware that we commit errors, or 
just as we, though we do not know all things that are known by 
God, yet know of the omniscience of God, so without knowing the 
specific particularities of ajndna we may know ajndna in a general 
manner. If the above view is not accepted, and if it is held that 
there is a specific cognitive form of ajndna y then this cognitive form 
would not be opposed to ajndna , and this would virtually amount to 
saying that even the cessation of ajndna is not opposed to jndna y 
which is absurd. Moreover, if ajndna were an object of knowledge, 
then the awareness of it would be possible only by the removal of 
another ajndna veil covering it. 

Again, if it is said that ajndna exists wheresoever there is a 
negation of the vrtti-jnana , which alone is contradictory to it, then 
it should exist also in emancipation. But, again, when one says 
“I do not know/’ the opposition felt is not with reference to vrtti - 
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knowledge specifically, but with reference to knowledge in general. 
Moreover, if caitanya (pure consciousness) and ajnana were not 
opposed to each other, it would be wrong to designate the one as 
the negation of the other, i.e., as knowledge (jnand) and ignorance 
(ajnana). Moreover, if cognitions are only possible and ignorances 
can only be removed through the manifestation of the self-shining 
pure consciousness, it stands to reason that it is the pure conscious¬ 
ness that should be opposed to ajnana , It is also unreasonable to 
suppose that the self could have ajnana associated with it and yet 
be self-luminous. There ought to be no specific point of difference 
between the vrtti and the ya/ew-consciousness in their relation to 
ajnana ; for they may both be regarded as opposed to ajnana . If the 
y^fe-consciousness were not opposed to ajnana , then it could not 
remove ignorance regarding pleasure, pain, etc. There is no reason 
to suppose that no ajiiana can be associated with whatever is mani¬ 
fested by y&Ayf-consciousness, It is indeed true that there is no 
ajnana in the knower, and the knower does not stand in need of the 
removal of any ignorance regarding itself. The self is like a lamp 
ever self-luminous; no darkness can be associated with it. It is for 
this reason that, though ordinary objects stand in need of light for 
their illumination, the self, the knower, does not stand in need of 
any illumination. It is also wrong to suppose that the pure con¬ 
sciousness is opposed to ajnana only when it is reflected through 
a vrtti state, and that in the case of the experience of pleasure the 
y<z&y/-consciousnes$ is reflected through a vrtti of the pleasure- 
form; for, if this is admitted, then it must also be admitted that the 
pleasure had a material existence before it was felt, and thus, as in 
the case of other objects, there may be doubts about pleasure and 
pain also; and so the accepted view that the perception of pleasure 
is also its existence must be sacrificed. Thus it has to be admitted 
that pure consciousness is opposed to ignorance regarding pleasure, 
pain, etc. There is, therefore, as regards opposition to knowledge 
no difference between pure consciousness and pure consciousness 
manifested through a vrtti. Nor can it be said that pleasure, pain, 
etc., are perceived by the pure consciousness as reflected through 
the vrtti of the antahkarana; for the vrtti of the antahkarana can 
arise only through sense-functioning, and in the intuition of in¬ 
ternal pleasure there cannot be any such sense-function. Nor can 
it be a reflection through the vrtti of avidya; for that is possible 
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only in the presence of a defect or defects. If, like things immersed 
in darkness, like absence of knowledge, ajnana be utter unmani¬ 
festation, then it cannot be manifested by the nt&M-consciousness. 
Again, if it is held that vrtti is opposed to ajnana , then, since there 
exists the ego -vrtti forming the jiva and the object-formed vrtti 
representing the knowledge of the material objects, it might well 
be expected that these vrttis would oppose the existence of ajnana 
and that there would be immediate emancipation. 

To this Madhusudana’s reply is that the ajnana is called a- veil 
in the sense that it has a fitness (yogyata) by virtue of which it is 
capable of making things appear as non-existent or unmanifested, 
though it may not always exert its capacity, with the result that in 
dreamless sleep the operation of the veil exists, while in emancipa¬ 
tion it is suspended. Generally speaking, the veil continues until 
the attainment of Brahma-knowledge. It may be objected that the 
concept of a veil, being different from that of pure consciousness, is 
itself a product of false imagination ( kalpila ), and therefore involves 
a vicious circle; to this the reply would be that avidyd is beginning¬ 
less, and hence, even if a false imagination at any particular stage 
be the result of a preceding stage and that of a still further pre¬ 
ceding stage, there cannot be any difficulty. Moreover, the mani¬ 
festation of the avarana does not depend on the completion of the 
infinite series, but is directly produced by pure consciousness. 
It must be remembered that, though the pure consciousness in its 
fulness is without any veil (as during emancipation), yet on other 
occasions it may through the operation of the veil have a limited 
manifestation. Against the objection of Vyasa-tlrtha that pure con¬ 
sciousness, being homogeneous, is incapable of having any 
association with a veil, Madhusudana ends by reiterating the asser¬ 
tion that veiling is possible—for which, however, no new reason is 
given. To the objection that the veil, like the jug, cannot avert the 
illumin ation of the lamp inside, and can obstruct only with reference 
to the things outside the jug, but that in the case of the obstruction 
of pure consciousness no such external entity is perceivable, 
Madhusudana’s reply is that the obstruction of the pure conscious¬ 
ness is with reference to the jiva. The veiling and the jiva being 
both related to each other in a beginningless series, the question 
regarding their priority is illegitimate. Madhusudana points out 
that, just as in the experience “I do not know what you say” the 
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ignorance is associated with knowledge, so also, in the manifestation 
of pleasure, pleasure is manifested in a limited aspect with reference 
to a particular object) and such limitation may be considered to be 
due to the association with ajndna which restricted its manifesta¬ 
tion. Madhusudana contends that in such experiences as “ I do not 
know what you say” the explanation that there is a general know¬ 
ledge of the intention of the speaker, but that the specific knowledge 
of the details has not yet developed, is wrong; for the experience of 
ajndna may here be regarded from one point of view as having 
reference to particular details. If the specific details are not known, 
there cannot be any ignorance with reference to them. But, just as, 
even when there is the knowledge of a thing in a general manner, 
there may be doubt regarding its specific nature, so there may be 
knowledge in a general manner and ignorance regarding the details. 
It may also be said that ignorance is directly known in a general 
manner without reference to its specific details. Vyasa-tirtha had 
contended that the knowledge of ignorance could only be when 
the particulars could not be known; thus God has no illusion, but 
has a knowledge of illusion in general. Against this Madhusudana 
contends that in all the examples that could be cited by the 
opponents ignorance in a general manner can subsist along with a 
knowledge of the constituent particulars. Again, it is argued that, 
since ajndna is an object of knowledge, it would be necessary that 
the veil of ajndna should be removed; this is self-contradictory. 
To this Madhusudana’s reply is that, just as in the case of the 
knowledge of specific space-relations the presence of an object is 
necessary, but; yet but for the knowledge of its negation presence of 
the object would be impossible, so also in the case of the knowledge 
of ajndna the removal of a further veil is unnecessary, as this would 
be self-contradictory. 

It may be urged that ajndna is known only when the object with 
reference to which the ignorance exists is not known; later on, 
when such an object is known, the knower remembers that he had 
ignorance regarding the object; and the difference between such 
an ajndna and negation of jndna (jndndbhdva) lies in the fact that 
negation cannot be known without involving a relationing to its 
defining reference, whereas ajndna does not stand in need of any 
such defining reference. To this supposed explanation of ajndna by 
Vyasa-tirtha Madhusudana’s reply is that the Sankarites virtually 
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admit the difference between ajnana and ahhdva , against which they 
have been contending so long. Moreover, when one says “I do not 
know what you say,” the ajnana with reference to the speech of the 
speaker is directly known at the present time, and this would be 
inexplicable if the cognition of ajnana did not involve a cognition 
of the defining reference. So, since ajnana is cognized along with 
its object, there is no discrepancy in the object being manifested 
in its aspect as under the grasp of ajnana as intuited by the saksi- 
consciousness. Madhusudana urges that the pure consciousness 
can remove ajnana only by being reflected through the pramdna- 
vrtti and not through its character as self-luminous or through the 
fact of its being of a class naturally opposed to ajnana 1 . The dif¬ 
ference between the vrtti and the sdksi-con$ciou$nes$ in relation to 
ajnana consists in the fact that the former is opposed to ajnana y 
while the latter has no touch of ajnana . The latter, i,e,, the saksi- 
consciousness, directly manifests pleasures, pains, etc., not by 
removing any ajnana that was veiling them, but spontaneously, 
because the veil of ajnana was not operating on the objects that 
were being directly manifested by it 2 . 


Ajnana and Ego-bood (ahamkara). 

The Sankarites hold that, though during dreamless sleep the 
self-luminous self is present, yet, there being at the time no non- 
luminous ego, the memory in the waking stage does not refer the 
experience of the dreamless state to the ego as the self; and the 
scriptural texts also often speak against the identification of the self 
with the ego. In the dreamless stage the ego is not manifested; for, 
had it been manifested, it would have been so remembered. 

To this Vyasa-tirtha’s reply is that it cannot be asserted that in 
dreamless sleep the self is manifested, whereas the ego is not; for 
the opponents have not been able to prove that the ego is something 
different from the self-luminous self. It is also wrong to say that 
the later memory of sleeping does not refer to the ego; for all 
memory refers to the self as the ego, and nothing else. Even when 

1 pramdna-vrtty-iiparudha-prakasatvena nivartakatvam brUmah, na tu jdti- 
vtsesena, prakdsatva-mdtrena va. Advaita-siddhi , p. 590. 

2 sakfini yad ajndna-virodhitvam anulthuyate tan najnana-nivartakatva - 
mbandhanam, kintu sva-vhayecchadau ydvatsattvam praka&ad ajndndprasakti - 
nibandhanam. Ibid . p. 590. 
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one says “I slept,” he uses the “I,” the ego with which his self is 
associated. The Vivarana also says that recognition is attributed to 
the self as associated with the antahkarana. If the ego were not 
experienced as the experiencer of the dreamless state, then one 
might equally well have entertained doubts regarding it. It is 
wrong also to suppose that the entity found in all perceivers is the 
self, and not the ego; for, howsoever it may be conceived, it is the 
ego that is the object of all such reference, and even the Vivarana 
says that the self, being one in all its experiences in separate indi¬ 
viduals, is distinct only through its association with the ego. It 
cannot be said that reference to the ego is not to the ego-part, but 
to the self-luminous entity underlying it; for, if this be admitted, 
then even ignorance would have to be associated with that entity. 
The ajnana also appears in experiences as associated with the ego, 
and the ego appears not as the sleeper, but as the experiencer of the 
waking state, and it recognizes itself as the sleeper. Nor can it be 
denied that in the waking state one remembers that the ego during 
the sleep has experienced pleasure; so it must be admitted that in 
dreamless sleep it is the ego that experiences the sleep. The fact 
that one remembers his dream-experience as belonging to the same 
person who did some action before and who is now remembering 
shows that the action before the dream-experience and the present 
act of remembering belong to the same identical ego, the ex¬ 
periencer; even if the underlying experiencer be regarded as pure 
consciousness, yet so far as concerns the phenomenal experiencer 
and the person that remembers it is the ego to which all experience 
may be said to belong. Moreover, if the ego is supposed to be 
dissolved in the dreamless sleep, then even the bio-motor functions 
of the body, which are supposed to belong to the ego, would be 
impossible. Moreover, since our self-love and our emotion for 
self-preservation are always directed towards the self as the ego, it 
must be admitted that the experiences of the permanent self refer 
to the ego-substratum. It cannot be urged that this is possible by 
an illusory imposition of the ego on the pure self; for this would 
involve a vicious circle, since, unless the pure self is known as the 
supreme object of love, there cannot be any imposition upon it and, 
unless there is an imposition of the ego upon it, the self cannot be 
known as the supreme object of love. Moreover, there is no ex¬ 
perience of a self-love which could be supposed to be directed to 
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pure consciousness and not to the phenomenal self. Similar criti¬ 
cisms may also be made in the case of the explanation of such 
experience as “I shall attain the ultimate bliss,” as based on the 
imposition of the ego upon the pure self 1 . Moreover, if the notion 
of the ego has as a constituent the mind, then such experience as 
“my mind,” where the mind and the ego appear as different, would 
be impossible, and the experience of mind and ego would be the 
same. Moreover, all illusions have two constituents—the basis and 
the appearance; but in the ego no such two parts are experienced. 
It is also wrong to suppose that in such experiences as “I appear to 
xnyself” ( aham sphurami) the appearance in consciousness is the 
basis and “appear to myself ” is the illusory appearance 2 . For, the 
appearance ( sphurana ) of the ego being different from the ego- 
substance (aham-artha), there is no appearance of identity between 
them such that the former may be regarded as the basis of the 
latter. The ego is, thus, directly perceived by intuitive experience 
as the self, and inference also points to the same; for, if the ego is 
enjoined to go through the ethical and other purificatory duties, 
and if it is the same that is spoken of as being liberated, it stands to 
reason that it is the ego substance that is the self. Vyasa-tlrtha 
further adduces a number of scriptural texts in confirmation of this 
view. 

To this MadhusudanaY reply is that, if the ego-substance had 
been present in sleep, then its qualities, such as desire, wish, etc., 
would have been perceived. A substance which has qualities can 
be known only through such qualities: otherwise a jug with 
qualities would not require to be known through the latter. It is 
true, no doubt, that we affirm the existence of the jug in the interval 
between the destruction of its qualities of one order and the pro¬ 
duction of qualities of another order. But this does not go against 
the main thesis; for though a qualified thing requires to be known 
through its qualities, it does not follow that a qualityless thing 
should not be knowable. So it must be admitted that, since no 
qualities are apprehended during deep sleep, it is the qualityless 
self that is known in deep sleep; if it had not been perceived, there 
would have been no memory of it in the waking state. Moreover, 

1 Nydyanifta , p, 283(a). 

2 iha tu sphuranamdtram adhiphdnamiti sphuramUy eva dhlr iti cen na. 
Ibid. p. 38(a). 
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luring dreamless sleep the self is perceived as supporting ignorance 
(as is testified by the experience “I did not know anything in deep 
sleep”), and hence it is different from the ego. The memory refers 
to pure consciousness as supporting ajnana , and not to the ego. 
It is true that the Vivarana holds that recognition ( pratyabhijnd ) 
can be possible only of pure consciousness as associated with the 
antahkarana; but, though this is so, it does not follow that the 
apprehension ( abhijna) of the pure consciousness should also be 
associated with the antahkarana. In the dreamless state, therefore, 
we have no recognition of pure consciousness, but an intuition of it. 
In the waking stage we have recognition not of the pure conscious¬ 
ness, but of the consciousness as associated with ajnana. The 
emphasis of the statement of the Vivarana is not on the fact that 
for recognition it is indispensable that the pure consciousness 
should be associated with the antahkarana , but on the fact that it 
should not be absolutely devoid of the association of any con¬ 
ditioning factor; and such a factor is found in its association with 
ajnana , whereby recognition is possible. The memory of the ego 
as the experiencer during dreams takes place through the intuition 
of the self during dreamless sleep and the imposition of the identity 
of the ego therewith. It is the memory of such an illusory im¬ 
position that is responsible for the apparent experience of the ego 
during dreamless sleep. It is wrong to suggest that there is a vicious 
circle; for it is only when the ego-substratum is known to be 
different from the self that there can be illusory identity and it is 
only when there is illusory identity that, as the ego does not appear 
during dreamless state, the belief that it is different is enforced. 
For it is only when the self is known to be different from the ego 
that there can be a negation of the possibility of the memory of the 
self as the ego. Vyasa-tirtha says that, the ego-substratum 
( aham-artha ) and the ego-sense (aham-kdra) being two different 
entities, the manifestation of the former does not involve as a 
necessary consequence the manifestation of the latter, and this 
explains how in the dreamless state, though the ego-substratum is 
manifested, yet the ego-sense is absent. To this Madhusudana's 
reply is that the ego-substratum and the ego-sense are co-existent 
and thus, wherever the ego-substratum is present, there ought also 
to be the ego-sense, and, if during the dreamless state the ego- 
substratum was manifested, then the ego-sense should also have 
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Seen manifested with it. He adds that the same objection cannot 
be made in regard to the manifestation of the self during the 
dreamless state; for the self is not associated with the ego-sense. 
Vyasa-tirtha has said that, just as the Sankarites explain the mani¬ 
festation of ajnana in the dreamless state as having reference to 
objective entities only, and not to the pure $a/h/-consciousness (as 
it could not without contradiction be manifested and be at the same 
time the object of ajnana ), so the manifestation of the ego-sub¬ 
stratum is not contradicted by the association with ajndna y but may 
be regarded as having reference to extraneous objective entities. 
To this Madusiidana’s reply is that there is no contradiction in the 
appearance of ajnana in the ^^/-consciousness, as it may be in the 
case of its association with the ego-substratum, and so the explana¬ 
tion of Vyasa-tirtha is quite uncalled-for. 

Madhusudana says that the ego-substratum may be inferred to 
be something different from the self, because, like the body, it is 
contemplated by our ego-perception or our perception as “I.” 
If it is held that even the self is contemplated by the ego-percep¬ 
tion, the reply is that the self, in the sense in which it is contem¬ 
plated by the ego-perception, is really a non-self. In its essential 
nature the self underlying the ego-perception cannot be contem¬ 
plated by the ego-perception. Again, the view of Vyasa-tirtha, that 
the fact of our feeling ourselves to be the supreme end of happiness 
shows that supreme happiness belongs to the ego-substratum, is 
criticized by the Sahkarites to the effect that the supreme happiness, 
really belonging to the self, is illusorily through a mistaken identity 
imposed upon the ego-substratum. This criticism, again, is criti¬ 
cized by the Madhvas on the ground that such an explanation 
involves a vicious circle, because only when the supremely happy 
nature of the ego-substratum is known does the illusory notion of 
identity present itself; and that only when the illusory notion of 
identity is present is there awareness of that supremely happy 
nature. To this, again, the reply of Madhusudana is that the ex¬ 
periencing of the dreamless stage manifests the self as pure con¬ 
sciousness, while the ego-substratum is unmanifest; thus through 
the testimony of deep sleep the ego-substratum is known to be 
different from the self. The ego-substratum is by itself unmani¬ 
fested, and its manifestation is always through the illusory imposi¬ 
tion of identity with the pure self. What Madhusudana wishes to 
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assert is that the supremely happy experience during deep sleep is 
a manifestation of the pure self and not of the ego-substratum; the 
ego is felt to be happy only through identification with the pure self, 
to which alone belongs the happiness in deep sleep. 

The objection of Vyasa-tlrtha is that in emancipation the self is 
not felt as the supreme end of happiness, because there is no duality 
there, but, if such an experience be the nature of the self, then with 
its destruction there will be destruction of the self in emancipation. 
To this Madhusfldana’s reply is that the experience of the self as 
the end of supreme happiness is only a conditional manifestation, 
and therefore the removal of this condition in emancipation cannot 
threaten the self with destruction. 

It is urged by the Sankarites that the agency ( kartrtva) be¬ 
longing to the mind is illusorily imposed upon the self, whereby it 
illusorily appears as agent, though its real changeless nature is 
perceived in deep sleep. Vyasa-tlrtha replies that there are two 
specific illustrations of illusion, viz., (i) where the red-colour of the 
japd -flower is reflected on a crystal, whereby the white crystal 
appears as red, and (ii) where a rope appears as a dreadful snake. 
Now, following the analogy of the first case, one would expect that 
the mind would separately be known as an agent, just as the japa- 
flower is known to be red, and the pure consciousness also should 
appear as agent, just as the crystal appears as red. If the reply is 
that the illusion is not of the first type, since it is not the quality of 
the mind that is reflected, but the mind with its qualities is itself 
imposed, there it would be of the second type. But even then the 
snake itself appears as dreadful, following which analogy one would 
expect that the mind should appear independently as agent and the 
pure consciousness also should appear so. 

Madhusudana in reply says that he accepts the second type of 
illusion, and admits that agency parallel to the agency of the mind 
appears in the pure consciousness and then these two numerically 
different entities are falsely identified through the identification of 
the mind with the pure consciousness. As a matter of fact, how¬ 
ever, the illusion of the agency of the mind in the pure conscious¬ 
ness may be regarded as being of both the above two types. The 
latter type, as ninipadhika, in which that which is imposed 
(adhyasyamana, e.g., the dreadful snake), being of the Vyavaharika 
type of existence, has a greater reality than the illusory knowledge 
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(the rope-snake which has only a prdtibhdsika existence), as has 
been shown above. It may also be interpreted as being a sopadhika 
illusion of the first type, since both that which is imposed (the 
agency of the mind) and that which is the illusory appearance (the 
agency of the pure consciousness) have the same order of existence, 
viz., Vydvahdrika , which we know to be the condition of a 
sopadhika illusion as between japa-Aower and crystal. 

Madhusudana points out that ego-hood (aham-kdra) is made 
up of two constituents, (i) the underlying pure consciousness, and 
(ii) the material part as the agent. The second part, really belongs 
to the mind, and it is only through a false identification of it with 
the pure consciousness that the experience “I am the doer, the 
agent” is possible: so the experience of agency takes place only 
through such an illusion. So the objection that, if the agency 
interest in the mind is transferred to the ego-substratum, then the 
self cannot be regarded as being subject to bondage and liberation, 
is invalid; for the so-called ego-substratum is itself the result of the 
false identification of the mind and its associated agency with the 
pure consciousness. Vyasa-tirtha had pointed out that in arguing 
with Samkhyists the Sankarites had repudiated ( Brahma-sutra , 
ii. 3. 33) the agency of the buddhi . To this Madhusudana’s reply is 
that what the &ankarites asserted was that the consciousness was 
both the agent and the enjoyer of experiences, and not the latter 
alone, as the Samkhyists had declared; they had neither repudiated 
the agency of buddhi nor asserted the agency of pure consciousness. 

Vyasa-tirtha says that in such experience as “I am a Brahmin” 
the identification is of the Brahmin body with the “I” and this 
“I” according to the Sankarites is different from the self; if that 
were so, it would be wrong to suppose that the above experience 
is due to a false identification of the body with the “self”; for the 
“I” is not admitted by the Sankarites to be the self. Again, if the 
identity of the body and the self be directly perceived, and if there 
is no valid inference to contradict it, it is difficult to assert that they 
are different. Moreover, the body and the senses are known to be 
different from one another and cannot both be regarded as identical 
with the self. Again, if all difference is illusion, the notion of 
identity, which is the opposite of “difference,” will necessarily be 
true. Moreover, as a matter of fact, no such illusory identification 
of the body and the self ever takes place; for, not to speak of men, 
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animals know that they are different from their bodies and 
that, though their bodies change from birth to birth, they them¬ 
selves remain the same all through. 

Madhusudana says in reply that the false identification of the 
body and the ego is possible because ego has for a constituent the 
pure consciousness, and thus the false identification with it means 
identification with consciousness. Moreover, it is wrong to say 
that, if perception reveals the identity between the body and self, 
then it is not possible through inference to establish their difference. 
For it is well known (e.g., in the case of the apparent size of the 
moon in perception) that the results of perception are often revised 
by well-established inference and authority. Again, the objection 
that, all difference being illusory, the opposite of difference, viz., ■ 
false identification, mu 9 t be true, is wrong; for in the discussion on 
the nature of falsehood it has been shown that both, the positive and 
the negative may at the same time be illusory. Moreover, the false 
identification of the body with the self can be dispelled in our' 
ordinary life by inference and the testimony of scriptural'texts, 
whereas the illusion of all difference can be dispelled only by the 
last cognitive state preceding emancipation. Madhusudana holds 
that all explanation in regard to the connection of the body with 
the self is unavailing, and the only explanation that seems to be 
cogent is that the body is an illusory imposition upon the self. 


Indefinability of World-appearance. 

It is urged by Vyasa-tirtha that it is difficult for the Sankarites to 
prove that the world-appearance is indefinable ( anirvacya ), whatever 
may be the meaning of such a term. Thus, since it is called in¬ 
definable, that is in itself a sufficient description of its nature; nor 
can it be said that there is an.absentee of the knowledge or the 
object which might have led to a definition or description; for in 
their absence no reference to description would be at all possible. 
Nor can it be said that indefinability means that it is different from 
both being and non-being; for, being different from them, it could 
be the combination of them. To this Madhusudana’s reply is that 
the indefinability consists in the fact that the world-appearance is 
neither being nor non-being nor being-and-non-being. Inde- 
finability may also be said to consist in the fact that the world- 
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appearance is liable to contradiction in the context wherein it 
appears. It cannot be said that the above position does not carry 
us to a new point, since one existent entity may be known to be 
different from any other existent entity; for the negation here is not 
of any particular existence, but of existence as such. If it is possible 
to assert that there may be an entity which is neither existence nor 
non-existence, then that certainly would be a new proposition. 
Madhusudana further points out that “existence” and “non¬ 
existence ” are used in their accepted senses and, both of them being 
unreal, the negation of either of them does not involve the affirma¬ 
tion of the other, and therefore the law of excluded middle is not 
applicable. When it is said that the indefinability consists in the fact 
that a thing is neither being nor non-being, that means simply that, 
all that can be affirmed or denied being unreal, neither of them can 
be affirmed; for what is in itself indescribable cannot be affirmed 
in any concrete or particularized form 1 . 

Vyasa-tlrtha contends that the inscrutable nature of existence and 
non-existence should not be a ground for calling them indefinable; 
for, if that were so, then even the cessation of avidya, which is 
regarded as being neither existent nor non-existent nor existent-non¬ 
existent nor indefinable, should also have been called indefinable. 
The reply of Madhusudana to this is that the cessation of avidya 
is called unique, because it does not exist during emancipation; 
he further urges that there is no incongruity in supposing that 
an entity as well as its negation (provided they are both unreal) may 
be absent in any other entity—this is impossible only when the 
positive and the negative are both real. Madhusudana further says 
that being and non-being are not mutual negations, but exist in 
mutually negated areas. Being in this sense may be defined as the 
character of non-being contradicted, and non-being as incapability 
of appearing as being. It may be argued that in this sense the world- 
appearance cannot be regarded as different from both being and 
non-being. To this the reply is that by holding the view that being 
and non-being are not in their nature exclusive, in such a way that 
absence of being is called non-being and vice versa , but that the 
absence of one is marked by the presence of another, a possibility 

1 na ca tar hi sad-adi-vailaksanyoktih kathcmi tat-tat-pratiyogi~durnirupatd- 
mdtre prakatanaya, na hi svarupato durnirttpasya kimcid api ritpam vastavam 
sambhavaii. Advaita-siddhi , p, 621 . 
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iskept open whereby both may be absent at one and the same time. 
Thus, if eternity and non-eternity be defined as being-associated- 
with-destruction and being-unassociated-with-destruction, then 
they may be both absent in generality, which has no being; and, 
again, if eternity be defined as absence of a limit in the future, and 
non-eternity be defined as liability to cessation on the part of 
entities other than being, then negation-precedent-to-production 
(prag-abhdva) may be defined as an entity in which there is neither 
entity nor non-entity; for a negation-precedent-to~destruction has 
a future and at the same time cannot be made to cease by any other 
thing than a positive entity, and so it has neither eternity nor non- 
eternity in the above senses. So the false silver, being unreal, 
cannot be liable to contradiction or be regarded as unconfradicted. 
The opponent, however, contends that the illustration is quite out 
of place, since generality (samanya) has no destruction and is, 
therefore, non-eternal, and negation-precedent-to-production is 
non-eternal, because it is destroyed. To this Madhusudana's reply 
is that the Sankarites do not attempt to prove their case simply by 
this illustration, but adduce the illustration simply as a supplement 
to other proofs in support of their thesis. The reason why the 
qualities of being and non-being may be found in the world- 
appearance without contradiction is that, being qualities of 
imaginary entities (being and non-being), they do not contradict 
each other 1 . If an entity is not regarded as non-eternal in a real 
sense, there is no contradiction in supposing it to be non-eternal 
only so long as that entity persists. Madhusudana puts forward the 
above arguments to the effect that there is no contradiction in 
affirming the negation of any real qualities on the ground that those 
qualities are imaginary 2 , against the criticism of Vyasa-tlrtha that, 
if the world-appearance is pronounced by any person for whatever 
reasons to be indefinable, then that itself is an affirmation, and hence 
there is a contradiction. To be indefinable both as being and as 
non-being means that both these are found to be contradicted in 
the entity under consideration. When it is said that the imaginary 
world-appearance ought not to be liable to being visible, invisible, 

1 dharmina eva kalpitatvena viruddhayor api dharmayor abhavat. Ibid. 
p. 622. 

atattvika-helu-sad-bhdvena tattvikci-dhcirrtidhhcivcisyci sadhcmetia xiy&ghdtd- 
bhdvdt . Ibid, p. 623. 
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contradicted or uncontradicted, there is a misunderstanding; for it 
is certainly outside such affirmations in any real sense, but there is 
no incongruity in the affirmation of these qualities as imaginary 
appearances, since they are presented in those forms to all ex¬ 
perience. The whole point is that, when qualities that are contra¬ 
dictory are in themselves imaginary, there is no incongruity in their 
mutual negation with reference to a particular entity; if the mutual 
negation is unreal, their mutual affirmation is equally unreal. 
Vyasa-tirtha argues that indefinability of the world-appearance 
(i anirvdcytva ) cannot mean that it is not the locus of either being 
or non-being; for both non-being and Brahman, being qualityless, 
would satisfy the same conditions, and be entitled to be called 
indefinable. It cannot be said that Brahman may be regarded as 
the locus of imaginary being, for the reply is that the same may be 
the case with world-appearance. Again, since Brahman is quality¬ 
less, if being is denied of it, absence of being also cannot be denied; 
so, if both being and absence of being be denied of Brahman, 
Brahman itself becomes indefinable. The reply of Madhusudana 
is that the denial of both being and non-being in the world- 
appearance is indefinable or unspeakable only in the sense that such 
a denial applies to the world appearance only so long as it is there, 
whereas in the Brahman it is absolute. Whereas the main emphasis of 
the argument of Vyasa-tirtha is on the fact that both being and non- 
being cannot be denied at the same time, Madhusudana contends 
that, since the denial of being and the affirmation of it are not of the 
same order (the latter being of the Vyavaharika type), there is no 
contradiction in their being affirmed at the same time. In the same 
way Madhusudana contends that the denial of quality in Brahman. 
( nirvUesatva) should not be regarded as a quality in itself; for the 
quality that is denied is of imaginary type and hence its denial does not 
itself constitute a quality. Vyasa-tirtha further urges that, following 
the trend of the argument of the Sahkarites, one might as well say 
that there cannot be any contradiction of the illusory conch-shell- 
silver by the experiential conch-shell, the two being of two different 
orders of existence: to this Madhusudana’s reply is that both the 
illusory and the experiential entities are grasped by the ^^-con¬ 
sciousness, and this constitutes their sameness and the contradiction 
of one by the other; there is no direct contradiction of the illusory 
by the experiential, and therefore the criticism of Vyasa-tirtha fails. 
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Vyasa-tirtha, in describing the nature of illusion, says that, when 
the subconscious impression of silver is roused, the senses, being 
associated with specific defects, take the “thisness” of corich-shell 
as associated with silver. There is, therefore, no production of any 
imaginary silver such as the Sarikarites allege; the silver not being 
there, later perception directly shows that it was only a false silver 
that appeared. Inference also is very pertinent here; for whatever 
is false knowledge refers to non-existent entities simply because they 
are not existent. Vyasa-tirtha further points out that his view of 
illusion (anyathd-khydti) is different from the Buddhist view of 
illusion (a-saUkhyati) in this, that in the Buddhist view the ap¬ 
pearance “this is silver’* is wholly false, whereas in Vyasa-tirtha’s 
view the “this” is true, though its association with silver is 
false. 

Vyasa-tirtha further points out that, if the illusory silver be 
regarded as a product of ajndna , then it will be wrong to suppose 
that it is liable to negation in the past, present and future; for, if it 
was a product of ajndna , it was existing then and was not liable to 
negation. It is also wrong to say that the negation of the illusory 
appearance is in respect of its reality; for, in order that the ap¬ 
pearance may be false, the negation ought to deny it as illusory 
appearance and not as reality, since the denial of its reality would be 
of a different order and would not render the entity false. 

Vyasa-tirtha had contended that, since Brahman is the subject 
of discussion and since there are doubts regarding His nature, a 
resolution of such doubts necessarily implies the affirmation of 
some positive character. Moreover, propositions are composed of 
words, and, even if any of the constituent words is supposed to 
indicate Brahman in a secondary sense, such secondary meaning 
is to be associated with a primary meaning; for as a rule secondary 
meanings can be obtained only through association with a primary 
meaning, when the primary meaning as such is baffled by the 
context. In reply to the second objection Madhusiidana says that 
a word can give secondary meaning directly, and does not neces¬ 
sarily involve a baffling of the primary meaning. As regards the 
first objection the reply of Madhusiidana is that the undifferentiated 
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character of Brahman can be known not necessarily through any 
affirmative character, but through the negation of all opposite 
concepts. If it is objected that the negation of such opposing 
concepts would necessarily imply that those concepts are con¬ 
stituents of Brahma-knowledge, the reply of Madhusudana is that, 
such negation of opposing concepts being of the very nature of 
Brahman, it is manifested and intuited directly, without waiting for 
the manifestation of any particular entity. The function of ordinary 
propositions involving association of particular meanings is to be 
interpreted as leading to the manifestation of an undivided and 
unparticularized whole, beyond the constituents of the proposition 
which deal with the association of particular meanings. 

Vyasa-tlrtha contends that, if Brahman is regarded as dif¬ 
ferenceless, then He cannot be regarded as identical with know¬ 
ledge or with pure bliss, or as the one and eternal, or as the Un¬ 
consciousness. Brahman cannot be pure consciousness; for con¬ 
sciousness cannot mean the manifestation of objects, since in 
emancipation there are no objects to be manifested. To this 
Madhusudana’s reply is that, though in emancipation there are no 
objects, yet that does not detract from its nature as illuminating. 
To Vyasa-tirtha’s suggestion that Brahman cannot be regarded as 
pure bliss interpreted as agreeable consciousness ( anukula- 
vedanatva ) or mere agreeableness ( anukulatva ), since this would 
involve the criticism that such agreeableness is due to some 
extraneous condition, Madhusudana’s reply is that Brahman is 
regarded as pure bliss conceived as unconditional desirability 
(nirupadhikestarupatvdt). Madhusudana urges that this cannot 
mean negation of pain; for negation of pain is an entity different 
from bliss and in order that the definition may have any application 
it is necessary that the negation of pain should lead to the establish¬ 
ment of bliss. Vyasa-tlrtha further argues that, if this unconditional 
desirability cannot itself be conditional, then the blissful nature of 
Brahman must be due to certain conditions. Moreover, if 
Brahman’s nature as pure bliss be different from its nature as pure 
knowledge, then both the views are partial; and, if they are 
identical, it is useless to designate Brahman as both pure knowledge 
and pure bliss. To this Madhusudana’s reply is that, though know¬ 
ledge and bliss are identical, yet through imaginary verbal usage 
they are spoken of as different. He further urges that objectless 
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pure knowledge is defined as pure bliss 1 ; pure bliss is nothing but 
pure perceiver ( drg-anatirekat ). On this view again there is no 
difference between bliss and its consciousness. Vyasa-tlrtha con¬ 
tends that, if Brahman is regarded as non-dual, then that involves 
the negation of duality. If such a negation is false, then Brahman 
becomes dual; and, if such a negation is affirmed, then also 
Brahman becomes dual, for it involves the affirmation of negation. 
To this Madhusudana’s reply is that the reality of negation is 
nothing more than the locus in which the negation is affirmed; the 
negation would then mean nothing else than Brahman, and hence 
the criticism that the admission of negation would involve duality 
is invalid. 

Regarding the ra/m-consciousness Vyasa-tTrtha contends that 
the definition of saksi as pure being is unacceptable in the technical 
sense of the word as defined by Panini. To this Madhusudana’s 
reply is that saksi may be defined as the pure consciousness reflected 
either in avidya or a modification of it; and thus even the pure 
being may, through its reflection, be regarded as the drasta. The 
objection of circular reasoning, on the ground that there is inter¬ 
dependence between the conditions of reflection and the seeing 
capacity of the seer, is unavailing; for such interdependence is 
beginningless. The $«/«£-consciousness, according to Madhusudana, 
is neither pure Brahman nor Brahman as conditioned by huddhi, 
but is the consciousness reflected in avidya or a modification of it; 
the nzfaz-consciousness, though one in all perceivers, yet behaves 
as identified with each particular perceiver, and thus the ex¬ 
periences of one particular perceiver are perceived by the saksi- 
consciousness as identified with that particular perceiver, and so 
there is no chance of any confusion of the experience of different 
individuals on the ground that the saAiM-consciousness is itself 
universal 2 . 

1 etena vi§ayanullekhi~jncinam evanandam ity api yuktam „ Advaita-siddhi , 
P- 751 * 

8 sarva-jiva-sadharanyepi tat-taj~jiva-caitanyabhcdenabhivyaktasya tat-lad- 
dufikhadi-bhasakatayd atiprasangdbhdvat . Ibid . p. 754. 
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Refutation of Brahman as material 
and instrumental cause. 

Vyasa-tirtha says that a material cause always undergoes trans¬ 
formation in the production of the effect; but Brahman is supposed 
to be changeless, and, as such, cannot be the material cause. There 
are, however, three views: viz,, that Brahman and may a are jointly 
the cause of the world, just as two threads make a string, or that 
Brahman with mdyd as its power is the cause, or that Brahman as 
the support of mdyd is the cause. The reconciliation is that the 
Brahman is called changeless so far as it is unassociated with mdyd 
either as joint cause or as power or as instrument. To this Yya- 
satirtha says that, if the permanently real Brahman is the material 
cause of the world, the world also would be expected to be so. If it 
is said that the characteristics of the material cause do not inhere in 
the effect, but only a knowledge of it is somehow associated with 
it, then the world-appearance also cannot be characterized as in¬ 
definable (or amrvdcya) by reason of the fact that it is constituted 
of mdyd . Since only Brahman as unassociated with mdyd can be 
called changeless, the Brahman associated with mdyd cannot be 
regarded as the material cause of the world, if by such material 
cause the changeless aspect is to be understood. If it is urged that 
the changes are of the character {maya), then, since such a character 
is included within or inseparably associated with the characterized, 
changes of character involve a change in the characterized, and 
hence the vivarta view fails. If the underlying substratum, the 
Brahman, be regarded as devoid of any real change, then it is 
unreasonable to suppose that such a substratum, in association 
with its power or character, will be liable to real change; if it is 
urged that the material cause may be defined as that which is the 
locus of an illusion, then it may be pointed out that earth is never 
regarded as the locus of an illusion, nor can the conch-shell be 
regarded as the material cause of the shell-silver. 

The reply of Madhusudana is that Brahman remains as the 
ground which makes the transformations of mayd possible. The 
Brahman has a wider existence than mdyd and so cannot participate 
in the changes of mdyd . Further, the objection that, if the Brahman 
is real, then the world which is its effect should also be real* is not 
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valid; for only the qualities of the transforming cause (as earth or 
of gold) are found to pass over to the effect, whereas, Brahman 
being the ground-cause, we have no analogy which should lead us 
to expect that it should pass on to the effect. 

Vyasa-tirtha further says that, just as one speaks of the being of 
jugs, so one may speak of the non-being of chimerical entities, but 
that does not presuppose the assertion that chimerical, entities have 
non-being as their material cause. Again, if the world had Brahman 
for its material cause, then, since Brahman was pure bliss, the 
world should also be expected to be of the nature of bliss, which it 
is not. Again, on the vivarta view of causation there is no meaning 
in talking of a material cause. Moreover, if Brahman be the material 
cause, then the antahkarapa cannot be spoken of as being the 
material and transforming cause of suffering and other worldly 
experiences. 

Vyasa-tirtha, in examining the contention of the Sankarites that 
Brahman is self-luminous, says that the meaning of the term “self- 
luminous” ( svaprakdsa ) must first be cleared. If it is meant that 
Brahman cannot be the object of any mental state, then there 
cannot be any dissension between the teacher and the taught 
regarding the nature of Brahman; for discussions can take place 
only if Brahman be the object of a mental state. If it is urged that 
Brahman is self-luminous in the sense that, though not an object 
of cognition, it is always immediately intuited, then it may be 
pointed out that the definition fails, since in dreamless sleep and in 
dissolution there is no such immediate intuition of Brahman. It 
cannot be said that, though in dreamless sleep the Brahman cannot 
be immediately intuited, yet it has the status or capacity (yogyatd) 
of being so intuited; for in emancipation, there being no characters 
or qualities, it is impossible that such capacities should thus exist. 

Even if such capacity be negatively defined, the negation, being 
a categoiy of world-appearance, cannot be supposed to exist in 
Brahman. Moreover, if Brahman can in no way be regarded as the 
result of cognitive action, then the fact that it shines forth at the 
culmination of the final knowledge leading to Brahmahood would 
be inexplicable. Nor can it be argued that pure consciousness is 
self-luminous, i.e., non-cognizable, because of the very fact that it 
is pure consciousness, since whatever is not pure consciousness is 
not self-luminous; for non-cognizability, being a quality, must 
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exist somewhere, and, if it is absent everywhere else, it must by 
reduction be present at least in pure consciousness. But it may be 
urged that, even if pure consciousness be self-luminous, that does 
not prove the self-luminosity of the self. The obvious reply is that 
the self is identical with pure consciousness. To this Vyasa-tirtha s 
objection is that, since there cannot be any kind of quality in the 
self, it cannot be argued that self-luminosity exists in it, whether 
as a positive quality, or as a negation of its negation, or as capacity. 
For all capacity as such, being outside Brahman, is false, and that 
which is false cannot be associated with Brahman. If non- 
cognizability is defined as that which is not a product of the 
activity of a mental state ( phala-vyapyatvam ), and if such non- 
. cognizability be regarded as a sufficient description of Brahman, 
then, since even the perception of a jug or of the illusory silver or 
of pleasure and pain satisfies the above condition, the description is 
too wide, and, since the shining of Brahman itself is the product of 
the activity of the destruction of the last mental state, the definition 
is too narrow 1 . It cannot be said that phala-vydpyatva means the 
accruing of a speciality produced by the consciousness reflected 
through a mental state, and that such speciality is the relationing 
without consciousness on the occasion of the breaking of a veil, and 
that such a phala-vydpyatva exists in the jug and not in the self. 
Nor can it be said that phala-vydpyatva means the being of the 
object of consciousness of the ground manifested through con¬ 
sciousness reflected through a mental state. For the Sahkarites do 
not think that: a jug is an object of pure consciousness as reflected 
through a vrtti or mental state, but hold that it is directly the object 
of a mental state. It is therefore wrong to suggest that the definition 
of phala-vydpyatva is such that it applies to jug, etc., and not to 
Brahman. By Citsukha pure self-shiningness of consciousness is 
regarded as an objectivity of consciousness, and, if that is so, 
Brahman must always be an object of consciousness, and the 
description of it as non-objectivity to consciousness, or non- 
cognizability, would be impossible. Citsukha, however, says that 
Brahman is an object of consciousness (cid-visaya) } but not an object 

1 n&pi phaldvydpyatvam drsyatva-bhange ukta-ritya pratibhdsike rupyadau 
vydvahdrike avidyctntahkarana-tad-dharma-sukhddau ghatadau ca lak$anasyd~ 
tivyapteh. tatroktarltyaiva brahmano'pi carama~vrtti-pratibimbita~cid-riipa « 
phala-vydpyatvendsambhavdc ca. Nydydmrta, p. 507(A). 
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of cognizing activity ( cid-akarmatva). If, following Citsukha, 
avedyatva (or non-cognizability) be regarded as the status of that 
which is not the object of a cognitive operation, and if by cognitive 
operation one expresses that consciousness is manifested through a 
particular objective form, as in the case of a jug, then, since 
Brahman also in the final stage is manifested through a corre¬ 
sponding mental state, Brahman also must be admitted to be an object 
of cognitive operation; otherwise even a jug cannot be regarded as 
an object of cognitive operation, there being no difference in the 
case of the apprehension of a jug and that of Brahman, If it is 
urged that object of cognizability means the accruing of some 
special changes due to the operation of cognizing, then also 
Brahman would be as much an object as the jug; for, just as in the 
case of the cognition of a jug the cognizing acti vity results in the 
removal of the veil which was obstructing the manifestation of the 
jug, so final Brahma-knowledge, which is an intellectual operation, 
results in the removal of the obstruction to the manifestation of 
Brahman, The objectivity involved in cognizing cannot be regarded 
as the accruing of certain results in the object of cognition through 
the activity involved in cognizing operation; for, the pure con¬ 
sciousness not being an activity, no such accruing of any result due 
to the activity of the cognizing operation is possible even in objects 
(as jug, etc.) which are universally admitted to be objects of cogni¬ 
tion. If reflection through a mental state be regarded as the cog¬ 
nizing activity, then that applies to Brahman also; for Brahman 
also is the object of such a reflection through a mental state or idea 
representing Brahman in the final state. 

Citsukha defines self-luminosity as aparoksa-vyavahdra-yogy - 
atva , i.e,, capability of being regarded as immediate, A dispute 
may now arise regarding the meaning of this. If it signifies “that 
which is produced by immediate knowledge,” then virtue and vice, 
which can be immediately intuited by supernatural knowledge of 
Yogins and Gods, has also to be regarded as immediate; and, when 
one infers that he has virtue or vice and finally has an immediate 
apprehension of that inferential knowledge, or when one has an 
immediate knowledge of virtue or vice as terms in inductive 
proposition (e.g., whatever is knowable is definable, such a proposi¬ 
tion including virtue and vice as involved under the term “know- 
able”), one would be justified in saying that virtue and vice are also 
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immediate, and thus immediacy of apprehension would be too wide 
for a sufficient description of Brahman, Thus, though virtue and 
vice are not cognizable in their nature, it is yet possible in the case 
of Yogins and of God to have immediate apprehension of them, and 
so also in our case, so far as concerns the direct apprehension of 
inference of them. 

If immediacy signifies “ that which may be the object of im¬ 
mediate knowledge/* and if the self be regarded as immediate in 
this sense, then it is to be admitted that the self is an object of 
immediate cognition, like the jug 1 . Nor can it be urged that the 
immediacy of an object depends upon the immediacy of the know¬ 
ledge of it; for the immediacy of knowledge also must depend upon 
the immediacy of the object. Again, Vyasa-tirtha contends that 
immediacy cannot signify that the content is of the form of 
immediacy (< aparoksa-ity-dkara ); for it is admitted to be pure and 
formless and produced by the non-relational intuition of the 
Vedantic instructions. 

Vyasa-tirtha, in his Nydydmrla , tries to prove that Brahman is 
possessed of qualities, and not devoid of them, as the Sankarites 
argue; he contends that most of the scriptural texts speak of 
Brahman as being endowed with qualities. God (Isvara) is endowed 
with all good qualities, for He desires to have them and is capable 
of having them; and He is devoid of all bad qualities, because He 
does not want them and is capable of divesting Himself of them. 
It is useless to contend that the mention of Brahman as endowed 
with qualities refers only to an inferior Brahman; for, Vyasa-tirtha 
urges, the scriptural texts do not speak of any other kind of 
Brahman than the qualified one. If the Brahman were actually 
devoid of all qualities, it would be .mere vacuity or iunya } a nega¬ 
tion; for all substances that exist must have some qualities. 
Vyasa-tirtha further contends that, since Brahman is the creator and 
protector of the world and the authorizer of the Vedas, He must 
have a body and organs of action, though that body is not an 
ordinary material body ( prakrtavayavadi-nisedha-paratvat ); and it 
is because His body is spiritual and not material that in spite of the 
possession of a body He is both infinite and eternal and His abode 
is also spiritual and eternal 2 . 

1 vastuna dpatok^yarn aparok§a~jftdna-visayatvam ced atmapi ghatadivad 
vedyah sydt. Nyayamrta, p. 511(a). 2 Ibid, pp. 496-8. 


MINlSr^ 



Brahman as material and instrumental cause 



Again, it is also wrong to say that Brahman is both the material 
cause and the instrumental cause of the world, as the substance- 
stuff of the world and as the creator or modeller of the world; for 
the material cause undergoes modifications and changes, whereas 
the Brahman is unchangeable. Brahman, again, is always the 
master, and the individual selves or souls are always His servants: 
so God alone is always free ( nitya-mukta ), whereas individual souls 
are always related and bound to Him 1 . The gunas belong to prakrti 
or tnaya and not to the individual souls; and therefore, since the 
gunas of prakrti are not in the individual souls, there cannot be any 
question of the bondage of individual souls by them or of liberation 
from them. Whatever bondage, therefore, there is by which the gunas 
tie the individual souls is due to ignorance ( avidya ). The gunas, 
again, cannot affect God; for they are dependent {adhina) on Him. 
It is only out of a part of God that all individual souls have come 
into being, and that part is so far different from God that, though 
through ignorance the individual souls, which have sprung forth 
from this part, may be suffering bondage, God Himself remains 
ever free from all such ignorance and bondage 2 . The mayd or 
prakrti which forms the material cause of the world is a fine dusty 
stuff or like fine cotton fibres (suksma-renumayt sd ca tantu-vdyasya 
tantuvat), and God fashions the world out of this stuff 3 . This 


1 muklav api svami-bhrtya-bhdva-sadbhdvcna bhakty-adi-bandha-mdbhavnt 
nitya-baddhatvam jlvasya kyptasya tu nitya-muktatvam eva. Bhava-vilasini 
(p. 179) on Yukti-mallikd, 

ekasyaiva mamdtpsasya jlvasyaivam mahdmate 
bandhasyavidyayatiadi vidyayd ca tathetarah 
sva-bhinndmsasya jlvdkhyd ajasyaikasya kevalam 
bandkas ca bandhan mok$as ca na svasyety ilka sa prabhuk. 

I he Bhava-vilasinT (p. 185 also points out that, though God has His wives and 
body and His heavenly abode m VaiMptha , yet He has nothing to tie Himself with 
these; fertile are not of prakrti-stud, and, as He has no trace of the gunas 
of prakrtt, He IS absolutely free; only a tie of prakrti-stuff can be a tie or bondage 

Bux prakrti cannot affect Him ; for He is her master —mama guna vastunica 
buti-mrm aprdkrtataya prasiddhah. It may be noted in this connection that 
the Madhva system applies the term mayd in three distinct senses - (i) as God’s 
will (barer icchd); (ii) as the material prakrti (mayakhya prakrtir j,'tda) ■ and (iii) 
mays or maha-maya or avidya, as the cause of illusions and mistakes ’(hhrama- 
hetus ca mSyaika mayeyam trividha mats). Yukti-mallikd, p. 188 There is 
another view which supposes mayd to be of five kinds; it adds God’s power 
(sakti) and influence ( tejas ). 

3 X his stuff is said to be infinitely more powdery than the atoms of the 
Nmy&yikas ( tarkikabhimata-paramanuto ’py ananta^unita-sukpna-renumayl), 
Bhava-vilasirti, p. 189. The Srlmad-bhagavata, which is considered by Madhva 
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eightfold, inasmuch as it has five modifications as the five 
elements, and three as rnanas, buddhi and ahatnkara. The mayd, by 
the help of which God creates the world, is like the mother of the 
world and is called, in the theological terminology of the Madhva 
school, Laksml. The creative maya, or the will of God, is also called 
the svarupa-mdyd, because she always abides with the Lord. The 
mayd as prakrti , or as her guiding power ( mayasrayin ), is outside 
of God, but completely under His control 1 . 

God is referred to in the Gita and other sacred texts as pos¬ 
sessing a universal all-pervading body, but this body is, as we have 
already said, a spiritual body, a body of consciousness and bliss 
(jndnananddtrnako hy asau). This His universal body transcends 
the bounds of all the gunas, the mayd and their effects. All through¬ 
out this universal all-transcending spiritual body of the Lord is full 
of bliss, consciousness and playful activity 2 . There is no room for 
pantheism in true philosophy, and therefore Yedic passages which 
seem to imply the identity of the world and God are to be explained 
as attributing to God the absolute controlling power 3 . Again, when 
it is said that the individual souls are parts of God, it does not mean 
that they are parts in any spatial sense, or in the sense of any actual 
division such as may be made of material objects. It simply means 
that the individual souls are similar to God in certain respects and 
are at the same time much inferior to Him 1 . 

and his followers to be authoritative, speaks of the four wives of Vasudeva, 
Sankarsana, Pradyumna and Aniruddha, as Maya, Jaya, Krti and Santi, which 
are but the four forms of the goddess Sri, corresponding to the four forms of 
Hari as Vamadeva, Sankarsana, Pradyumna and Aniruddha. Yukti-mallika,p. 191. 

x It is curious to note that the mayd which produces illusion and which affects 
only the individual souls, counted in one place referred to above as the third 
maya, is counted again as the fourth tndyd, and prakrti (or jada-maya and mayd- 
srl) as the second and the third mdyds. Yukti-malUkd, p. 193 a, b. 

2 The Bhdva-vilasinl (p. 198), giving the meaning of the word iarlra (which 
ordinarily means “body,” from a root which means “to decay”) with reference 
to God, assigns a fanciful etymological meaning; it says that the first syllable &a 
means bliss, ra means “play,” and Ira means “consciousness.” In another ptace 
VaradarSja speaks of the Lord as being of the nature of the pure bliss of realiza¬ 
tion and the superintendent of all intelligence: vidito’si bhavan sdkfSt purujah 
prakrteh parak kevaldmibhavanandasvarupas sarva-buddhi-dpk. Yukti-mallikd, 
p. 201. 

3 atah punifa eveti prathama pancam!. yadd 
sada sarva-nimittatva-mahimd pumsi va.rrj.yate. 
yadd tu saptaml sarvddhdratvarp. varnayet tads 

silktasyaikdrthatd caivarn satyeva syan na canyathd. Ibid. p. 211. 

1 iat-sadrsalve sati tato nyunatvam jlvasya amsatvam na tu ekadesatvarn. 
Nydyamyta, p. 606, 
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may be pointed out in this connection that as God is all- 
pervasive, so the individual souls are by nature atomic, though by 
their possession of the quality of consciousness, which is all- 
pervasive, they can always feel the touch of any part of their body 
just as a lamp, which, remaining at one place, may have its rays 
illuminating all. places around it 1 . 

At the end of pralaya God wishes to create, and by His wish 
disturbs the equilibrium of prakrti and separates its three gunas> 
and then creates the different categories of mahat , buddhi> monos 
and the five elements and also their presiding deities; and then He 
permeates the whole world, including the living and the non¬ 
living 2 . In all the different states of existence (e.g., the waking, 
dream, deep sleep, swoon and liberation) it is God who by His 
various forms of manifestation controls all individual souls, and by 
bringing about these states maintains the existence of the world 3 . 
The destruction or pralaya also of the world is effected by His 
will 4 . Moreover, all knowledge that arises in all individual souls 
either for mundane experience or for liberation, and whatever may 
be the instruments employed for the production of such know¬ 
ledge, have God as their one common ultimate cause 6 . 


Liberation (moksa). 

Bondage is due to attachment to worldly objects, and liberation 
is produced through the direct realization of God {aparoksa-jridnam 
Vimoh ). This is produced in various ways, viz.: Experience of the 
sorrows of worldly existence, association with good men, renuncia¬ 
tion of all desires of enjoyment of pleasures, whether in this world 

1 Nyayamrta , p. 6 iz. The view that the atomic soul touches different parts 
of the body at different successive moments for different touch-experiences is 
definitely objected to, 

2 Paddrtha~$anigraha~vydkhydna y pp. 106-S. 

3 The five manifestations of God, controlling the five states above mentioned 
(waking, dream, etc.), are called Prdjna , Visva, Taijasa , Bhagavdn and Turlya 
Bhagavdn respectively. 

4 There are two kinds of destruction or pralaya in this system: (a) the 
mahd-pralaya , in which everything but prakrti is destroyed, only absolute 
darkness remains, and prakrti stops all her creative work, except the production 
of time as successive moments ; ( b ) the secondary destruction, called avdntara 
pralaya , which is of two kinds, one in which along with our world the two 
imaginary worlds are also destroyed, and one in which only the living beings of 
this world are destroyed. Ibid . pp. 117-19. 

5 Ibid. p. up. 
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some heavenly world, self-control and self-discipline, study, 
association with a good teacher, and study of the scriptures according 
to his instructions, realization of the truth of those scriptures, dis¬ 
cussions on the proper meaning for strengthening one’s convictions, 
proper respectful attachment to the teacher, respectful attachment 
to God (paramdtma-bhakti), kindness to one’s inferiors, love for one’s 
equals, respectful attachment to superiors, cessation from works that 
are likely .to bring pleasure or pain, cessation from doing prohibited 
actions, complete resignation to God, realization of the five differ¬ 
ences (between God and soul, soul and soul, soul and the world, God 
and the world and between one object of the world and another), 
realization of thedifference hetwemprakrtivLiidpurusa, appreciation 
of the difference of stages of advancement among the various kinds 
of men and other higher and lower living beings, and proper 
worship ( updsand ). As regards the teachers here referred to, from 
whom instructions should be taken, two distinct types of them are 
mentioned: there are some who are permanent teachers ( niyata 
gum) and others who are only occasional teachers (aniyata guru). 
The former are those who can understand the nature and needs 
of their pupils and give such suitable instructions to them as may 
enable them to realize that particular manifestation of Visnu which 
they are fit to realize; the occasional teachers are those who merely 
instruct us concerning God. In another sense all those who are 
superior to us in knowledge and religious discipline are our 
teachers. As regards worship, it is said that worship (updsand) 
is of two kinds: worship as religious and philosophical study, and 
worship as meditation ( dhydna ) 1 ; for there are some who cannot by 
proper study of the scriptures attain a true and direct realization 
of the Lord, and there are others who attain it by meditation. 
Meditation or dhydna means continual thinking of God, leaving all 
other things aside 2 , and such a meditation on God as the spirit, as 
the existent, and as the possessor of pure consciousness and bliss is 
only possible when a thorough conviction has been generated by 
scriptural studies and rational thinking and discussions, so that all 
false ideas have been removed and all doubts have been dispelled. 

1 updsand ca dvividha, satatam Jdstrdbhydsa-rupd dhydna-rUpa ca. Madhva - 
siddhdnta sara , p. 500. 

2 dhydnam ca itara~tira$kdra-piirvaka-bhagavad-vi$ayakdkhanda-smrtih. Jhid. 
p. 502. This dhydna is the same as -nididhyasana . 


Liberation ( moksa ) 

alone is the cause of all bondage, as well as of ah libera¬ 
tion 1 . When one directly realizes the nature of God, there arises in 
him devotion ( bhakti) to the Lord; for without personal, direct and 
immediate knowledge of Him there cannot be any devotion. 
Devotion {bhakti) consists of a continual flow of love for the Lord, 
which cannot be impaired or affected by thousands of obstacles, 
which is many times greater than love for one’s own self or love 
for what is generally regarded as one’s own, and which is preceded 
by a knowledge of the Lord as the possessor of an infinite number 
of good and benign qualities 2 . And when such a bhakti arises, the 
Lord is highly pleased ( atyartha-prasada ), and it is when God is so 
pleased with us that we can attain salvation. 

Though individual souls are self-luminous in themselves, yet 
through God’s will their self-luminous intelligence becomes veiled 
by ignorance ( avidya ). When, as a modification of the mind or 
inner organ (antahkarana), direct knowledge of God arises, such a 
modification serves to dispel the ignorance or avidya ; for, though 
avidya, is not directly associated with the mind, yet such a mental 
advancement can affect it, since they are both severally connected 
with the individual self. Ordinarily the rise of knowledge destroys 
only the deeds of unappointed fruition, whereas the deeds of ap¬ 
pointed fruition (prarabdha-karma) remain and cause pleasure and 
pain, cognition and want of cognition. So ordinarily the realization 
of God serves to destroy the association of prakrti and the gimas 
with an individual, as also his karmas and subtle body (linga~deha ) 9 

1 God maintains or keeps in existence all other entities, which are all wholly 
dependent on Him. He creates and destroys only the non-eternal and eternal- 
non-eternal entities. Again, with reference to all beings except LaksmI, it is He 
who holds up the veil of positive ignor ance (bhava-rilpd avidya) of prakrti , either 
as the first avidya , the gitnas of sattva , rajas and tamos , or as the second avidya 
of desire (kdma), or as the third avidy& of actions of appointed fruition (prd- 
rabdha-karma), or as the subtle body, or finally as His own will. It is the last, 
the power of Hari, which forms the real stuff of all ignorance; the avidya is only 
an indirect agent (paramesvara-saktir eva svarupdvarana mukhyd, avidya tu 
nimitta-mcltram) ; for, even if avidya is destroyed, there will not arise supreme 
bliss, unless God so desires it. It is again He who gives knowledge to the 
conscious entities, happiness to all except those demons who are by nature unfit 
for attaining it, and sorrow also to all except Lak^ml, who is by nature without 
any touch of sorrow. Tattva-samkhyana-vivarana and lattva-samkhydna- 
iippana, pp. 43~7- 

3 paramesvara-bhaktir ndma niravadhikcmantdnavadya-kalydna-gunatvd- 
jndnapiirvakah svdtmdtmlya+samasta-vastubhyah aneka-gunadhikali antardya - 
sahasreridpi apratibaddhah nirantara-prema-pravdhah. Nyaya-sudha on Anuvya - 
khydna. 
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sting of the senses, five pranas and manas , until the deeds of 
appointed fruition are exhausted by suffering or enjoyment 1 . 
During pralaya the liberated souls enter the womb of God and 
cannot have any enjoyment; but again after creation they begin to 
enjoy. The enjoyment of liberated souls is of four kinds : sdlokya r 
sdmipya, sdrupya and sdyujya (sarsti being counted as a species of 
sayujya and not a fifth kind of liberation), Sdyajya means the 
entrance of individual souls into the body of God and their identi¬ 
fication of themselves with the enjoyment of God in His own body; 
sarsti-moksa , which is a species of sdyujya-moksa, means the enjoy¬ 
ment of the same powers that God possesses, which can only be 
done by entering into the body of God and by identifying oneself 
with the particular powers of God. Only deities or Gods deserve 
to have this kind of liberation; they can, of course, at their will 
come out of God as Well and remain separate from Him; sdlokya- 
moksa means residence in heaven and being thefe with God to 
experience , satisfaction and enjoyment by the continual sight of 
Him. Sdmipya-moksa means continuous residence near God, such 
as is enjoyed by the sages. Sdrupya-moksa is enjoyed by God’s 
attendants, who have outward forms similar to that which God 
possesses 2 ,. The acceptance of difference amongst the liberated souls 
in the states of emjoyment and other privileges forms one of the 
cardinal doctrines of Madhya’s system; for; if it is not acknow¬ 
ledged, then the cardinal diialistic doctrine that all individual souls 
are always different from one another would fail 3 . It has already 
been said that liberation can be attained only by bhakti , involving 
continuous pure love (. sneha ) 4 . Only gods and superior men deserve 
it, whereas ordinary men deserve only to undergo rebirth, and the 
lowest men and the demons always suffer in hell. The Gods cannot 
go to hell, nor can the demons ever attain liberation, and ordinary 
persons neither obtain liberation nor go to hell 5 6 . 


1 Bhdgavata-tdtparya, r. 13, where a reference is made also to Brahma - 
tarka. 

* and Vijaya, the two porters of God, are said to enjoy Sdrupya-mokm. 

8 muktanimi ca na hiyante taratamyam ca sarvadd. Mahdbharata-tatparya - 
nirnaya, p. 4. See also Nydydmrta. 

4 acchidra-seva (faultless attendance) and niskdmatva (des irelessness) are also 
mentioned as defining the characteristic bhakti » Gifts, pilgrimage, tapas , etc,, 

also are regarded as secondary accessories of attendance on, or send of. God. 
Ibid, p. 5. 

6 Ibid. p. 5. 
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As the imperative duties of all men upwards of eight years and 
up to eighty years of age, Madhva most strongly urges the fasting 
on the Ekadasi (eleventh day of the moon), marking the forehead 
with the black vertical line characteristic of his followers even to 
the present day. One should constantly worship Lord Krsna with 
great devotion ( bhakti ) and pray to Him to be saved from the 
sorrows of the world. One should think of the miseries of hell and 
try to keep oneself away from sins, and should always sing the name 
of Hari, the Lord, and make over to Him all the deeds that one 
performs, having no desire of fruits for them 1 . 

1 Krpidmrta-mahdrnava. 


CHAPTER XXXI 


THE PHILOSOPHY OF VALLABHA 

Vallabha’s Interpretation of the Brahma-sutra, 

Most systems of Vedanta are based upon an inquiry regarding the 
ultimate purport of the instruction of the text of the Upanisads 
which form the final part of the Vedas. The science of mimamsa 
is devoted to the enquiry into the nature of Vedic texts, on the 
presumption that all Vedic texts have to be interpreted as enjoining 
people to perform certain courses of action or to refrain from doing 
others ; it also presumes that obedience to these injunctions pro¬ 
duces dharma and disobedience adharma . Even the study of the 
Vedas has to be done in obedience to the injunction that Vedas 
must be studied, or that the teacher should instruct in the Vedas or 
that one should accept a teacher for initiating him to the holy 
thread who will teach him the Vedas in detail. All interpreters of 
Mimamsa and Vedanta agree on the point that the study of the 
Vedas implies the understanding of the meaning by the student, 
though there are divergences of opinion as to the exact nature of 
injunction and the exact manner in which such an implication follows. 
If the Brahmacarin has to study the Vedas and understand their 
meaning from the instruction of the teacher at his house, it may 
generally be argued that there is no scope for a further discussion 
regarding the texts of the Upanisads; and if this is admitted, the whole 
of the Brahmaputra , whose purpose is to enter into such a discussion, 
becomes meaningless. It may be argued that the Upanisad texts 
are pregnant with mystic lore which cannot be unravelled by a 
comprehension of the textual meaning of words. But, if this mystic 
lore cannot be unravelled by the textual meaning of the word, it is not 
reasonable to suppose that one can comprehend the deep and mystic 
truths which they profess to instruct by mere intellectual discussions. 
The Upanisads themselves say that one can comprehend the true 
meaning of the Upanisads through tapas and the grace of God 1 . 

1 a-latikiko hi vedartho na yuktyci pratipadyate tapasd 

veda-yuktya tu prasaddt paramdtmanah. 

Vallabha’s Bhd$ya on Brakma-sutra 
(Chowkhamba edition, p. 13). 
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this Vallabha’s reply is that, since there are diverse kinds of 
sSstras offering diverse kinds of instructions, and since Yedic texts 
are themselves so complicated that it is not easy to understand their 
proper emphasis, an ordinary person may have legitimate doubt as 
to their proper meaning, unless there is a sdstra which itself dis¬ 
cusses these difficulties and attempts to solve them by textual com¬ 
parisons and contrasts; it cannot be denied that there is a real 
necessity for such a discussion as was undertaken by Vyasa himself 
in the Brahma-sutra 1 . 

According to Ramanuja the Brahmaputra is a continuation of 
the MimdmsdPiitra; though the two works deal with different 
subjects, they have the same continuity of purpose. The study 
of the Brahmaputra must therefore be preceded by the study of 
the Mmamsd-stltra . According to Bhaskara the application of the 
MimdmsdPiitra is universal ; ail double-born people must study the 
Mtmdnmi and the nature of dharrna for their daily duties. The 
knowledge of Brahman is only for some; a discussion regarding the 
nature of Brahman can therefore be only for those who seek 
emancipation in the fourth stage of their lives. Even those who 
seek emancipation must perform the daily works of dharrna] the 
nature of such dharrna can only be known by a study of the 
Mimdmsa. The enquiry regarding Brahman must therefore be 
preceded by a study of the Mimamsd . It is also said by some that 
it is by a long course of meditation in the manner prescribed by 
the Upanisads that the Brahman can be known. A knowledge of 
such meditation can only be attained by a knowledge of the due 
nature of sacrifices. It is said also in the smrtis that it is by sacrifices 
that the holy body of Brahman can be built {mahd~yajnai$ ca 
yajnais ca brdhmiyarn kriyate tanuhf ; so it is when the forty-eight 
samhdras are performed that one becomes fit for the study or 
meditation on the nature of the Brahman. It is also said in the 
smrtis that it is only after discharging the three debts—study, 
marriage, and performance of sacrifices—that one has the right to 
fix his mind on Brahman for emancipation. According to most 


sandeha-varakam sastram buddhi-do§at tad-udbhavah 
viruddha~sdstra~sambhedad angais cdsakya-nUcayah 
tasmdt siitramisdrena kartavyah sarva-nirnayah 
anyatha. bhraiyate svarthfin madhyamas ca tathdvidhah . 


Ibid . p. so. 


3 Mariu, n. 28. 
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The Philosophy of Vallabha 

^pebple the sacrificial duties are useful for the knowledge of 
Brahman; so it, may be held that enquiry about the nature of 
Brahman must follow an enquiry about the nature of dharma 1 . 

But, even if the theory of the joint-performance of sacrifice and 
meditation on Brahman be admitted, it does not follow that an 
enquiry into the nature of Brahman must follow an enquiry about 
the nature of dharma . It can only mean that the nature of the 
knowledge of Brahman may be held to be associated with the nature 
of dharma y as it is properly known from the Mlmdmsd-idstra . On 
such a supposition the knowledge of the nature of the self is to be 
known from the study of the Brahma-mtra; but since the know¬ 
ledge of the self is essential even for the performance of sacrificial 
actions, it may well be argued that the enquiry into the nature of 
dharma must be preceded by an enquiry about the nature of the 
self from the Brahma-siitra 2 , Nor can it be said that from such 
texts as require a person to be self-controlled onto danto , etc.) it 
may be argued that enquiry into the nature of dharma must precede 
that about Brahman: the requirement of self-control does not 
necessarily mean that enquiry about the nature of dharma should 
be given precedence, for a man may be self-controlled even without 
studying the Mimanisa. 

Nor can it be said, as Sankara does, that enquiry into the nature 
of Brahman must be preceded by a disinclination from earthly and 
heavenly joys, by mind-control, self-control, etc. On this point 
Bhaskara argues against the Vallabha views, and his reason for their 
rejection is that such attainments are extremely rare; even great 
sages like Durvasas and others failed to attain them. Even without 
self-knowledge one may feel disinclined to things through sorrows, 
and one may exercise mind-control and self-control even for 
earthly ends. There is moreover no logical relation between the 
attainment of such qualities and enquiry about the nature of 
Brahman. Nor can it be argued that, if enquiry into the nature of 
Brahman is preceded by an enquiry into the Mtmdmsd } we can 
attain all these qualities. Moreover, an enquiry about the nature of 
Brahman can only come through a conviction of the importance of 

1 Purusottama’s commentary on VallahhScarya’s Anubhfqya , pp. 25-6. 

2 pUrvarn mdanta-vicarena tad avagantavyam nand-balair dtma-svarQpe 
vipratipanna-'vaidikdndm veda-vdkyair eva tan nirdsasydvasyakatvdt jndte tayoh 
sva-rupe kannani sukhena pravrtti-darkinarn, Ibid, p. 27. 
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lowledge alone, and for the comprehension of such importance 
the enquiry about Brahman is necessary: there is thus axi argument 
in a circle. If it is held that, when knowledge of the Vedantic texts 
is properly acquired by listening to instruction on the Vedas, one 
may then turn to an enquiry into the nature of Brahman, that also 
is objectionable; for, if the meaning of the Vedantic texts has been 
properly comprehended, there is no further need for an enquiry 
about the nature of Brahman. If it is held that the knowledge of 
Brahman can come only through the scriptural testimony of such 
texts as “that art thou” or “thou art the truth,” that too is ob¬ 
jectionable: for no realization of the nature of Brahman can come 
by scriptural testimony to an ignorant person who may interpret 
it as referring to an identity of the self and the body. If by the 
scriptural texts it is possible to have a direct realization of Brahman, 
it is unnecessary to enjoin the duty of reflection and mediation. 
It is therefore wrong to suppose that an enquiry into the nature of 
Brahman must be preceded either by dharmamcara or by the 
attainment of such extremely rare qualities as have been referred 
to by Sankara. Again, it is said in the scriptures that those who 
have realized the true meaning of the Vedanta should renounce the 
world; so renunciation must take place after the Vedantic texts 
have been well comprehended and not before. Again, without an 
enquiry into the nature of Brahman one cannot know that Brahman 
is the highest object of attainment; without a knowledge of the 
latter one would not have the desired and other attainments of the 
mind and so be led to a discussion about Brahman. Again, if a 
person with the desired attainments listens to the Vedantic texts, 
he would immediately attain emancipation and there would be no 
one to instruct him. 

The enquiry about the nature of Brahman does not require any 
preceding condition; anyone of the double-born caste is entitled 
to do it. The Mlmamsakas say that all the Vedantic texts insisting 
upon the knowledge of Brahman should be interpreted as injunc¬ 
tions by whose performance dharma is produced. But this in¬ 
terpretation is wrong; though any kind of prescribed meditation 
(updsana) may produce dharma y Brahman itself is not of the nature 
of dharma , All dharmas are of the nature of actions ( dharmasya ca 
kriya~riipatvat) ; but Brahman cannot be produced, and is therefore 
not of the nature of action. The seeming injunction for meditation 
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rah man is intended to show the greatness of Brahma-know¬ 
ledge; such meditations are merely mental operations akin to know¬ 
ledge and are not any kind of action. This Brahma-knowledge is 
also helpful for the proper discharge of one’s duties; for this reason 
people like Janaka had it and so were able to discharge their duties 
in the proper manner. It is wrong to suppose that those who do 
not have the illusory notion of the self as the body are incapable of 
performing karma; for the Gita says that the true philosopher 
knows that he does not work and yet is always associated with 
work; he abnegates all his karmas in Brahman and acts without any 
attachment, just as a lotus leaf never gets wet by water. The con¬ 
clusion is therefore that only he who knows Brahman can by his 
work produce the desired results; so those who are engaged in dis¬ 
cussing the nature of dharma should also discuss the nature of 
Brahman. The man who knows Brahman and works has no desire 
for the fruits of his karma, for he has resigned all his works to 
Brahman. It is therefore wrong to say that only those who are 
desirous of the fruits of karma are eligible for their performance; 
the highest and the most desired end of karma is the abnegation of 
its fruits 1 . It is the intention of Vallabha that both the PUrva- 
mimamsd and the Uttara-mmamsa (or the Brakma-sutra) are but 
two different ways of propounding the nature of Brahman; the two 
together form one science. This in a way is the view of all the 
Vedantic interpreters except Sankara, though they differ in certain 
details of mode of approach 2 . Thus according to Ramanuja the two 
Mmamsas form one science and the performance of sacrifices can 
be done conjointly with continual remembering of Brahman, which 
(with him) is devotion, meditation and realization of Brahman. 
According to Bhaskara, though the subject of the PUrva-mimamsa 
is different from that of the Uttara-mimamsd, yet they have one end 
in view and form one science, and the ultimate purport of them 
both is the realization of the nature of Brahman. According to 
Bhiksu the purpose of the Brahma-sutra is to reconcile the ap¬ 
parently contradictory portions of the Vedantic texts which have 

1 phala~kamtidy-anupayogdt anenaiva tat-samarpandt nityatvad apy artha- 
jndnasya na phala-prepsur adhikdri . Furusottama’s commentary on Vallabha- 
carya Anubhdsya, p. 43. 

2 prakara-hhedenapi kanda-dvayasyapi brakma-pratipadakatayaikavdkyatw- 
sarnarthanan mlmamm-dvayasyaika-iastrasya silcanena vrttikara-virodhato' pi 
bodhitah. Ibid . p. 46. 
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*een taken by Pttrva-mmamsd . The purpose of the Brahma- 
sutra is the same as that of the Purva-mimdtmd , because enquiry' 
into the nature of the Brahman is also due to the injunction that 
Brahman should be known, and the highest dharma is produced 
thereby. The Utlara-nnmdmsd is a supplement of the Purva- 
mmarnsd. According to Madhva it is those who have devotion who 
are eligible for enquiry into the nature of Brahman. 

Vallabha combines the second and the third sutra of Adhyaya i, 
Pdda I, of the Brahma-sutra and reads them as Jamncidyasya yatah, 
sdslrayonitvdt . The commentator says that this is the proper order, 
because all topics ( adhikaranas ) show the objections, conclusions 
and the reasons; the reasons would be missing if the third sUtra 
(sdstrayonitvdt) were not included in the second, forming one adhi~ 
karana . Brahman is. the cause of the appearance and disappearance 
of the world, and this can be known only on the evidence of 
the scriptures. Brahman is thus the final and the ultimate agent ; 
but, though production and maintenance, derangement and destruc¬ 
tion are all possible through the agency of Brahman, yet they are 
not associated with Him as His qualities. The sutra may also be 
supposed to mean that that is Brahman from which the first 
(i.e., dkasa) has been produced 1 . 

The view of Sankara that Brahman is the producer of the Vedas 
and that by virtue of this He must be regarded as omniscient is 
rejected to-day by Purusottama. To say the Vedas had been pro¬ 
duced by God by His deliberate desire would be to accept the views 
of the Nyaya and Vai^esikas; the eternity of the Vedas must then 
be given up. If the Vedas had come out of Brahman like the breath 
of a man, then, since all breathing is involuntary , the production 
of the Vedas would not show the omniscience of God ( nihsvd - 
sdtmaka-vedopdddnatvena abuddhi-purvaka-nihfadsopddana-puru - 
sadrstanUi-sanathena pratisadhanena ap&stam)*. Moreover, if 
Brahman had produced the Vedas in the same order in which they 
existed in the previous kalpa> He must in doing so have submitted 
Himself to some necessity or law, and therefore was not inde¬ 
pendent 3 . Again, the view of Sankara that the Brahman associated 

1 Janma ddyasya dkdiasya yatah. Anubhd$ya , p. 61. 

2 Commentary on Anubhdfya, p* 64. 

8 t adrsdnupurvi - raca nay a asvatantrye rajajnanuvadaka~raja~du tat ladanu - 
purvi-racaTia-mdtremivara-sdvvajnasiddhya vyakhyeya-grantha-virodhdc ca. Ibid. 
P* 64. 
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■•■7wi ffr ajndna is to be regarded as the omniscient Isvara can be 
accepted on his authority alone. 

It is no doubt true that the nature of Brahman is shown 
principally in the Upanisads, and from that point of view the word 
sastra-ymi> “he who is known by the Upanisads,” may well be 
applied to Brahman; yet there may be a legitimate objection that 
other parts of the Vedas have no relevant connection with Brahman. 
1 he reply is that it is by actions in accordance with other parts of 
the Vedas that the mind may be purified, and thus God may be 
induced to exercise His grace for a revelation of His nature. So in 
a remote manner other parts of the Vedas may be connected with 
the Vedas. So the knowledge of the Vedanta helps the due per¬ 
formance of the scriptural injunctions of other parts of the Vedas. 
1 he karma-kanda and the jnana-kanda are virtually comple¬ 
mentary to each other and both have a utility for self-knowledge, 
though the importance of the Upanisads must be superior. 

We know already that Ramanuja repudiated the idea of in¬ 
ferring the existence of God as omniscient and omnipotent from 
the production of the world, and established the thesis that God 
cannot be known through any means of proof, such as perception, 
inference and the like, but only through the testimony of the 
scriptural texts. 

The tendency of the Nyaya system has been to prove the 
existence of God by inference; thus Udayana gives nine arguments 
in favour of the existence of God. The first of these is that the word, 
being of the nature of effect, must have some cause which has 
produced it (kclryanumdna). The second is that there must be some 
one who in the beginning of the creation set the atoms in motion 
for the formation of molecules ( dyojandnumiina ). The third is that 
the earth could not have remained hanging in space if it were not 
held by God ( dhrtyammdna ), The fourth is that the destruction of 
the world also requires an agent and that must be God (vi?id~ 
sanumdna ). The fifth is that meanings ascribed to words must have 
been due to the will of God ( padanwndna ). The sixth is that merit 
and demerit, as can be known from the prescription of the Vedas, 
must presume an original acquaintance of the person who com¬ 
posed the Vedas ( pratyanumdna ). The seventh is that the scriptures 
testify to the existence of God. The eighth ( vdkydnumdna ) is the 
same as the seventh. The ninth is as follows: the accretion of the 
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i of atoms depends upon their number, as they are partless; 
the numerical conception is dependent upon relative mental com¬ 
parison on the part of the perceiver; at the time of creation there 
must have been some one by whose numerical conception the 
accretion of mass is possible. This is the ninth anumana ( samkhyd - 
numana). Though God is regarded as the cause of the world, yet He 
need not have a body; for cause as producer does not necessarily 
involve the possession of a body; there are others, however, who 
think that God produces special bodies, the avatdra of Rama, 
Krsna, etc., by which He acts in special ways. 

Vijnana-bhiksu, however, thinks that the Samkhya categories of 
buddhi, etc., being products, presume the existence of their previous 
causes, about which there must be some intuitive knowledge, and 
whose purpose is served by it; such a person is Isvara. The pro¬ 
cedure consists in inferring first an original cause (the prakrli) of 
the categories, and God is He who has direct knowledge of the 
prakrti by virtue of which He modifies it to produce the categories, 
and thus employs it for His own purpose. 

There are some who hold that even in the Upanisadic texts 
there are instances of inferring the nature of Brahman, and though 
Badariyana does not indulge in any inferences himself, he deals 
with such texts as form their basis. The point of view of the 
syllogists has been that the inferences are valid inasmuch as they 
are in consonance with the Upanisad texts. But Vallabha agrees 
with Ramanuja and Bhaskara that no inference is possible about 
the existence of God, and that His nature can only be known 
through the testimony of the Upanisadic texts 1 . 


The nature of Brahman. 


Brahman is both the material and instrumental cause of the 
world. There is no diversity of opinion regarding the Brahman as 
the instrumental ( nimitta) cause of the world, but there is difference 
of opinion whether Brahman is its creator or whether He is its 
material cause, since the Vedanta does not admit the relation of 
samavaya, the view that Brahman is the inherent (samavayi) cause 
of the world. The objection against Brahman being the samavayi 


1 The commentator Purusottama offers a criticism of the theistic arguments 
after the manner of Ramanuja. Commentary on Anubha§ya y pp. 74-8. 
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ma is further enhanced by the supposition that, if He were so 
He must be liable to change (samavdyitve vikrtatvasydpatteh). 
Vallabha holds that the sutra “ tat tu samanvaydt ” establishes the 
view that Brahman is the inherent cause (. samavayikdrana ), because 
it exists everywhere in His tripartite nature, as being, thought and 
bliss. The world as such (the prapanca) consists of names, forms 
and actions, and Brahman is the cause of them all, as He exists 
everywhere in His tripartite forms. The Samkhyists hold that it is 
the sattva , rajas and lamas which pervade all things, and all things 
manifest these qualities; a cause must be of the nature of the effects, 
since all effects are of the nature of sattva , rajas and tamas . So the 
reply is that there is a more serious objection, because the prakrti 
(consisting of sattva , rajas and tamas ) is itself a part of Brahman 
(prakrler api srnmate tada?nsatvdt) 2 . But yet the Samkhya method 
of approach cannot be accepted. The pleasure of prakrti is of the 
nature of ignorance, and is limited by time and space; things are 
pleasant to some and unpleasant to others; they are pleasant at 
one time and not pleasant at another; they are pleasant in some 
places and unpleasant in other places. But the bliss of Brahman is 
unlimited by conditions; the relation of bliss and the self as 
associated with knowledge is thus different from the pleasure of 
prakrti {dtrndnandajndnena prdkrtikapriyatvadau badhadarianat ) 3 . 
The Brahman therefore pervades the world in His own true nature 
as knowledge and bliss. It is by His will that He manifests Himself 
as many and also manifests His three characters—thought, being 
and bliss—in different proportions in the material world of 
antaryamins. This pervasion of Brahman as many and all is to be 
distinguished from the Sahkarite exposition of it. According to 
Sankara and his followers the phenomenal world of objects has 
the Brahman as its basis of reality; the concrete appearances are 
only impositions on this unchanging reality. According to this 
view the concrete appearances cannot be regarded as the effects of 
Brahman, or, in other words, Brahman cannot be regarded as the 
upaddna or the material cause of the stuff of the concrete objects. 
We know that among the Sahkarites also there are diverse opinions 
regarding the material cause of the world. Thus the author of the 
Padartha-nirnaya thinks that Brahman and mdyd are jointly the 


1 Vallabha’s Anubha$ya , p. 85. 

2 Pam§ottama’s commentary, p. 86. 
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of the world, Brahman being the unchanging cause and mdyd 
being the transforming cause, Sarvajhatmamuni, the author of the 
Satnksepa-idriraka , thinks that Brahman is the material cause 
through the instrumentality of mdyd . Vacaspati Misra thinks that 
the mdyd resting in jtva as associated with Brahman jointly pro¬ 
duces the world; mdyd here is regarded as the accessory cause 
{sahakdri). The author of the Siddhdnta-maktdvali thinks that the 
mdyd-iakti is the real material cause and not the Brahman; 
Brahman is beyond cause and effect 1 . 

Vallabha, however, disagrees with this view for the reason 
that according to this the causality of Brahman is only indirect, 
and as regards the appearances which are illusory impositions 
according to Sankara no cause is really ascribed; he therefore holds 
that Brahman by His own will has manifested Himself with pre¬ 
ponderance of the elements of being, consciousness, and bliss in 
His three forms as matter, soul and the Brahman. Brahman is 
therefore regarded as the samavayikdrana of the world 2 . 

Bhaskara also holds that Brahman is at once one with the world 
and different from it, just as the sea is in one sense one with the 
waves and in another sense different from them. The suggestion 
that a thing cannot, be its opposite is meaningless, because it is so 
experienced. All things as objects may be regarded as one, but this 
does not preclude their specific characters and existence; in reality 
there is no opposition or contradiction, like heat and cold or as 
between fire and sparks, between Brahman and the world, for the 
world has sprung out of Him, is maintained in Him and is merged 
in Him. In the case of ordinary contradiction this is not the case; 
when the jug is produced out of the earth, though the earth and the 
jug may seem to be different, yet the jug has no existence without 
the earth—the former is being maintained by the latter. So, as 
effect, the world is many; as cause, it is one with Brahman 3 . 

Vallabha’s point of view is very close to that of Bhaskara, 
though not identical; he holds that it is the same Brahman who is 
present in all His fullness in all objects of the world and in the 
selves. He only manifested some qualities in their preponderating 

1 See Siddhantalesa (ed. Lazaras, 1890), pp. 12-13. 

2 anavopitanagatituka-riipena anuvyttir eva samavaya iti idam eva ca tada~ 
tmyavu Puru§ottama’s commentary on Anubhfyya, p. 90. 

3 haryarUpena ndnatvain , abhedah karanatmana hemdtmana yatha’bhedah 
kundaladyatmana bhedah. Bhaskara - bhdsya, p. 18. 
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ier in the different forms; multiplicity therefore does not 
involve any change. It is for this reason that he prefers the term 
samavdyikarana to upadanakdrana ; according to him the concept 
of samavdyikarana consists in universal and unconditional per¬ 
vasion. The concept of upaddna involves a concept of change, 
though the effects caused by the change are maintained by the 
upadana (or the material cause) and though it ultimately merges 
into it 1 . So far as the Brahman may be regarded as being one with 
all the multiplicity, Vallabha is in agreement with Bhaskara. 

Vallabha again denies the relation of samavaya, like other 
Vedantic thinkers, though he regards Brahman as the samavdyi ~ 
kdrana of the world. His refutation of samavaya follows the 
same line as that of the other Vedantic interpreters, Sankara and 
Ramanuja, and need not be repeated here. Samavdyay according to 
Vallabha, is not a relation of inherence such as is admitted by the 
Nyaya writers; with him it means identity (tdddtmya). According 
to the Nyaiyayikas samavaya is the relation of inherence which 
exists between cause and effect, between qualities and substance, 
between universals and substance; but Vallabha says that there is 
no separate relation of inherence here to combine these pairs; it is 
the substance itself that appears in action, qualities and as cause and 
effect. It is thus merely a manifestation of identity in varying forms 
that gives us the notion of diversity in contraries; in reality there is 
no difference between the varying forms which are supposed to be 
associated together by a relation of inherence 2 . 

Purusottama, in his Prasthdna-ratndkara , says that mdyd is a 
power of Brahman, and is thus identical with Him (mayayd api 
bhagavac-chaktitvena $aktimad~abhinnatva£f ; mdyd and avidyd are 
the same. It is by this mdyd that God manifests Himself as many. 
This manifestation is neither an error nor a confusion; it is a real 
manifestation of God in diverse forms without implying the notion 
of change or transformation. The world is thus real, being a real 
manifestation of God. Brahman Himself, being of the nature of 

1 nanv atropadana-padavi parityajya samav&yi-padena kuto vyavahara iti ced 
ucyate. loke upaddna-padena kartr-kriyayd vyaptasya paricchinnasyaiv&bhidhdna - 
darianat pratytir ky asyopddanam iti. Puru^ottama’s commentary, p. 118. 

2 nanu dii$iie samavaye ayuta-siddhayoh kah sambandho*ngtkartavyah iti cet 
taddtmyam eva iti brwnah. katham iti cet ittharn pratyakpad yad-dravyam 
yad-dravya~samavetam tad taddtmakamiti vydpteh .. »karana-kdrya~tadatmyam 
dravyayor nirvivddam. Ibid. p. 627. 

3 Prasthdna-ratndkara, p. 159. 
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fcfcit and ananda , can manifest Himself in His partial aspects in 
the world without the help of any instrument. It is possible to 
conceive Brahman in His aspects or characters as knowledge, bliss, 
activity, time, will, mdya , and prakrti . The Mia represents the 
kriyd-sakti or power of action. The determination of the creation 
or dissolution through time ( kdla ) means the limitation of His 
power of action; determined by this power of action His other parts 
act consonantly with it. By His will He conceives His selves as 
different from Him and through different forms thus conceived He 
manifests Himself; in this way the diverse characters of Brahman 
manifesting Himself in diverse forms manifest Himself also as 
differing in diverse ways. Thus, though He is identical with know¬ 
ledge and bliss, He appears as the possessor of these. The power of 
God consists in manifesting His nature as pure being, as action and 
as producing confusion in His nature as pure intelligence. This con¬ 
fusion, manifesting itself as experiential ignorance (which shows 
itself as egotism), is a part of the mdyd which creates the world, and 
which is instrument of God as pure bliss in His manifestation as 
the world. This mdya thus appears as a secondary cause beyond the 
original cause, and may sometimes modify it and thereby act as a 
cause of God’s will. It must, however, be understood that mdyd thus 
conceived cannot be regarded as the original cause; it serves in the 
first instance to give full play to the original desire of God to be¬ 
come many; in the second place it serves to create the diversity of 
the grades of existence as superior and inferior. It is in relation to 
such manifestation of God’s knowledge and action that God may 
be regarded as the possessor of knowledge and action. The aspect 
of mdyd as creating confusion is regarded as avidyd . This confused 
apperception is also of the nature of understanding such as we 
possess it; through this confused understanding there comes a 
desire for association with the nature of bliss conceived as having a 
separate existence and through it come the various efforts consti¬ 
tuting the life in the living. It is by virtue of this living that the 
individual is called jwa. The nature as being when posited or a 
product of the action appears as inanimate objects, and is later on 
associated again with action and goes to manifest itself as the bodies 
of the living. So from His twofold will there spring forth from His 
nature as pure being the material pranas, which serve as elements of 
bondage for the jivas and are but manifestations of His nature as 
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there also spring forth from His nature as pure intelligence 
th e jivas which are the subject of bondage; and there spring forth like 
sparks from His nature as pure bliss the antaryamim which control 
the jivas 1 . So among the jivas who are bound there may be some 
with whom God may be pleased and to whom He may grant the 
complete power of knowledge; the confusing may a leaves its hold 
upon such persons; they thus remain in a free state in their nature 
as pure intelligence, but they have not the power to control the 
affairs of the Universe. 

Brahman may be described in another way from the essential 
point of view (svarupa) and the causal point of view {kdrana). 
From the essential point of view God may be viewed in three 
aspects, as action, knowledge, and knowledge and action. The 
causes prescribed in the sacrificial sphere of the Vedas represent 
His nature in the second aspect. The third aspect is represented in 
the course of bkakti in which God is represented as the possessor 
of knowledge, action and bliss. In the aspect as cause we have the 
concept of the antaryamim, which, though they are in reality of the 
essential nature of Brahman, are regarded as helping the jivas in 
their works by presiding over them 2 ; the antaryamim are thus as 
infinite in number as the jivas. But apart from these antaryamim, 
God is also regarded as one antarydmin and has been so described 
in the Antary ami-brahman. 

The Categories. 

Time is also regarded as a form of God. Activity and nature 
(; karma-svabhavam ) are involved in the concept of time or kdla. 
Time in its inner essence consists of being, intelligence, and bliss, 
though in its phenomenal appearance it is manifest only with a 
slight tinge of being 5 . It is supra-sensible and can be inferred only 
from the nature of effects ( karyanumeya ). It may also be defined 

1 evam ca ubhdbhydm icchdbhydm sac-cid-anandarupebhyo yatha-yatham 
prdnadyd jadds cid-amia-jlva-bandhana-parikara-bhutah sadamsdJi jlvdi cidamsa 
bandhanlyd anandamsas tan-niyamaka antar-yaminqs ca visphulinga-nydyena 
vyuccaranti . Commentary on Anubkd$ya y pp, 161-2, 

2 antarymninqm sva-rupa-bhutcitve’pi jlvena saha kdrye prave&at tad- 
bhedandm dnantye'pi kdranl~bhiita-vak$yamdna-tattva-sarlre pravisya tat-sahaya- 
karandl karana-kotdv eva niveso na tu sva-rilpa-kofau. Ibid. pp. 164-5. 

3 etasyaiva rupdntaratfi kdla-karma-svabhdvdh kdlasydnisa-bhutau karma - 
svabhdvau tatra antah-sac-ci- danando vyavahdre t-saltvdmsena prakatah kdla 
iti kdlasy a svarupa-laksanam. Ibid. p. 165. 
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lally pervasive and the cause and support of all things, 
is the first cause that disturbs the equilibrium of the gunas. The 
sun, the moon, etc., are its adhibhautika forms, the atoms are its 
adhyatmika form, and God is its adhidaivika form. The time that 
the sun takes in passing an atom is the time-atom; being thus too 
small it cannot be any further divided. It is only by the con¬ 
glomeration of the smallest time-units that long spans of time are 
produced; for time is not one whole of an all-pervasive character of 
which the smaller units of time are parts. 

Karma or action of all descriptions is regarded as universal; 
it only manifests itself in diverse forms and specific conditions as 
specific actions of this or that individual. Since it is this universal 
karma that manifests itself as different actions of diverse men, it is 
unnecessary to admit adrsta as a separate category belonging to self, 
which remains after the destruction of a karma and gives its fruit 
after a remote time; it is also unnecessary to admit dharma and 
adharma as important categories; for they are all included in the 
concept of this universal karma , which manifests itself in diverse 
forms under diverse conditions. The application of the terms 
dharma and adharma is thus only the method of logical interest; 
it thus explains how the specific can produce svarga without the 
intermediary of adrsta, or how the karma of one person ( putresti , 
“sacrifice”) can produce fruit in another, i.e., the son. How a karma 
should manifest itself in its fruits or with reference to the performer 
and other persons is determined by the conditions and as explained in 
the scriptures; the production of a fruit in specific forms in specific 
centres does not mean its destruction but its disappearance 1 . 

Svabhdva (“nature”) is admitted as a separate category. It 
also is identified with God; its function consists in the inducement 
of God’s will. It is therefore defined as that which produces change 
( parinama-hetutvam tal-laksanam); it is universal and reveals itself 
by itself before all other things. There may, however, be subtle 
changes which are not at first noticeable; but, when they become 
manifest, they presume the function of svabhdva , without which 
they could not have come about. It is from this that the twenty- 

1 tal-laksanam ca vidhi-ni$edha~prakdrena laukika-kriyabhih pradesato 
bhivyanjana-yogyci vydpikd kriyeti .. .etenawddr$tasyapyatma-gunatvam nirakrtam 
vedi tavyam . evamcdpurvadr^tadhai'niddharmadipadairapldamevocyate. atah 
sadharanyc'piphala-vycivasthopapatter na karma-ndndtvamity apt. dana-himsadau 
tu dharmadharmadi-prayogo? bhivyanjakatvopadhina bhaktah. Ibid. pp. 168-9. 
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^categories have evolved: they are called tattva, because they 
are of the nature of “that,” i.e., God; all tattvas are thus the 
unfolding of God. The causality involved in the manifestation of 
svabhdva is a specific causality following a definite cause, and is 
giving rise to the evolutionary series of the tattvas ; in this sense 
it is different from the causality of God's will, and is only a cause in 
the general manner. Of these categories sattva may be counted 
first. Sattva is that which, being of the nature of pleasure and 
luminosity of knowledge and non-obstructive to the manifestation 
of pleasure, behaves as the cause of attachment to pleasure and 
knowledge in individuals 1 . Rajas is that which, being of the nature 
of attachment, produces clinging or desire for actions in individuals. 
Ta?nas is that which produces in individuals a tendency to errors, 
laziness, sleep, etc. There is a difference between the Samkhya 
conception of these gunas and Vallabha's characterization of them 
(which is supposed to follow the Pancamtm , Gild and Bhdgavata). 
Thus, according to the Samkhya, the gunas operate by themselves; 
but this is untenable, as it would lead to the theory of natural 
necessity and atheism. Nor can rajas be defined as being of the 
nature of sorrow; for the authoritative scriptures speak of its being 
of the nature of attachment. When these qualities are conceived as 
being produced from God, they are regarded as being of the nature 
of mdyd as the power of intelligence and bliss of God 2 3 . These 
(sattva, rajas and tamos) should be regarded as identical with, mdyd 
and products of mdyd. Nor are these gunas for the sake of others 
(parartha ), as is conceived by the Samkhya; nor are they inextricably 
mixed up with another, but their co-operation is only for building 
the purusa. God thus manifests Himself as the form of the mdyd, 
just as cotton spreads itself as threads. God, as unqualified, pro¬ 
duces all His qualities by Himself; in His nature as pure being He 
produces sattva , in His nature as bliss He produces tamas , in His 
nature as intelligence He produces rajas 2 , 

Purusa or dtnian may be defined from three points of view: 
it may be defined as beginningless, qualityless, the controller of 

1 sukhdndvarakatve prakasakatve sukhatmakatve ca sad sukhasktya jnana- 

saktyd ca dehino dehady-asakli-janakam sattvam. Commentary on Anubhd$ya t 
p. 170. 

3 ete ca gund yadd bhagavatah sakasad eva utpadyante tadd mdyd cic-chakti- 
rupd dnanda-rUpa vijneyd. Ibid. p. 171. 

3 sad-amidt sattvam t anandamidt tamah , cidamsat rajas. Ibid. p. 172. 
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prakrti, and apperceivable as the object of the notion of ‘‘ I ”; it may 
also be defined as purely self-luminous; and, again, as that which, 
though not in reality affected by the qualities or defects of the 
universe, is yet associated with them. In the self-being of a self- 
luminous and blissful nature there is some kind of consciousness 
and bliss in the absence of all kinds of objects, as in deep dreamless 
sleep. It is thus consciousness which represents the true nature of 
the self, which, in our ordinary experience, becomes associated with 
diverse kinds of ignorance and limits itself by the objects of know¬ 
ledge. The purusa is one, though it appears as many through the 
confusing power of may a. due to the will of God. 1 he notion of the 
doer and the enjoyer of experiences is thus due to misconception. It 
is for this reason that emancipation is possible; for, had not the self 
been naturally free and emancipated, it would not be possible to 
liberate it by any means. It is because the self is naturally free that, 
when once it is liberated, it cannot have any further bondage. If the 
bondage were of the nature of association of external impurities, then 
even in emancipation there would be a further chance of associa¬ 
tion with impurities at any time; it is because all bondage and im¬ 
purities are due to a misconception that, when once this is broken, 
there is no further chance of any bondage 1 . Prakrti, however, is 
of two kinds: ( a ) as associated with ignorance, causing the evolu¬ 
tionary series, and ( b ) as abiding in God and holding all things in 
God—-the Brahman. .Jfva, the phenomenal individual, is regarded 
as a part of the purusa. It may be remembered that the concept of 
purusa is identical with the concept of Brahman; for this reason the 
jiva may on the one hand be regarded as a part of the purusa and on 
the other as part of the Brahman, the unchangeable. The various 
kinds of experiences of the jiva, though apparently due to karma, 
are in reality due to God’s will; for whomsoever God wishes to 
raise. He causes to do good works, and, whomsoever He wishes to 
throw down, He causes to perform bad works. Prakrti is in its 
primary sense identical with Brahman; it is a nature of Brahman by 
which He creates the world. As Brahman is on the one hand 
identical with the qualities of being, intelligence and bliss, and on 

1 evani tasya kevalatve siddhe yas tasmin kartrtvddina saguna tvapraty ayah sa 
srfty-anukula-bhagavad-icckaya prakrty-ady-aviveka-krtah.. .ata eva ca mukti- 
■yogyatvam. anyatha bandhasya svabhavikalvapattau mohsa-sdflra-vaiyarthyd- 
palteh svabhSvikasya nasayogat. pravrtti-vidhau tu anttphanadaksanapramanya- 
paltes ca...so’yam na nana, kintv-eka eva sarvatra. Ibid. pp. 173-6. 
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other hand regarded as associated with them, so also the prakrti 
may be regarded as the identity of the gunas and also as their 
possessor. This is the distinction of Vallabha’s conception of 
prakrti from the Samkhya view of it. The other categories of mahat , 
etc., are also supposed to evolve from the prakrti more or less in the 
Samkhya fashion: memos, however, is not regarded as an indriya • 


The Pramanas. 

Purusottama says that knowledge ( jiidna ) is of many kinds. Of 
these, eternal knowledge (nitya-jndna) is of four kinds: the essential 
nature of God, in which He is one with all beings and the very 
essence of emancipation ( moksa ); the manifestation of His great 
and noble qualities; His manifestation as the Vedas in the beginning 
of the creation; His manifestation as verbal knowledge in all know- 
able forms of the deity. His form as verbal knowledge manifests 
itself in the individuals; it is for this reason that there can be no 
knowledge without the association of words—even in the case of 
the dumb, who have no speech, there are gestures which take the 
place of language .This is the fifth kind of knowledge. Then there are 
one kind of sense-knowledge and four kinds of mental knowledge. 
Of mental knowledge, that which is produced by mams is called 
doubt {samsaya) ; the function of manas is synthesis (sarnkalpa) and 
analysis ( vikalpa ). The function of biiddki is to produce knowledge 
as decision, superseding doubt, which is of an oscillatory nature. 
The knowledge of dreams is from ahamkara (egoism) as associated 
with knowledge. Citta perceives the seif in the state of deep dream¬ 
less sleep. There is thus the fourfold knowledge of the antah- 
karana; this and sense-knowledge and the previous five kinds of 
knowledge form the ten kinds of knowledge. From another point 
of view will (kama), conceiving (samkalpa), doubt (vieikitsd), faith 
(sraddha), absence of faith ( asraddhd ), patience ( dhrti ), absence of 
patience (< adhrti ), shame (hn), understanding {dhi\ fear (bht), are all 
manas . Pleasure and pain also belong to it, because they are not 
associated with the senses. Knowledge does not stay only for three 
moments, but stays on until it is superseded by other objects of 
knowledge, and even then if remains as impression or samskdra . 
This is proved by the fact that manas can discover it in memory 
when it directs its attention towards it; it is because the manas is 
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'with other objects and it ceases to be discovered. Memory 
can be strengthened by proper exercise, and things can be forgotten 
or wrongly remembered through diverse kinds of defects; in these 
cases also knowledge is not destroyed, but only remains hidden 
through the effect of may a. 

The knowledge that is associated with the pramanas is the 
sattvika knowledge; the sattva is associated with prama (or right 
knowledge), and when it disappears there is error. Prama is defined 
as uncontradicted knowledge or knowledge that is not liable to 
contradiction 1 . The increase of the sattva by which knowledge is 
produced may be due to various causes, e.g., scriptures, objects, 
people, country, time, birth, karma, meditation, mantras, purifica¬ 
tions, samskdras. The knowledge which is primarily predominant 
in sattva is the notion that one universal essence is present every¬ 
where; this knowledge alone is absolutely valid. The knowledge 
which is associated with rajas is not absolutely valid; it is that 
which we find in all our ordinary or perceptual scientific know¬ 
ledge, which is liable to errors and correction. This rajas knowledge 
at the time of its first manifestation is indeterminate in its nature, 
conveying to us only the being of things. At this stage, however, 
we have the first application of the senses to the objects which 
rouse the sattva quality, and there is no association with rajas; 
as such this indeterminable knowledge, though it forms the be¬ 
ginning of rajas knowledge, may be regarded as sattvika. Later on, 
when the manas functions with the senses, we have the samkalpa 
knowledge, and regard it as rajas. The pure sensory knowledge or 
sensation is not regarded as inherent in the senses. The sense- 
operation in the first instance rouses the sattva, and therefore the 
knowledge produced by the application of the senses in the first 
instance does not convey with it any of the special qualities of the 
senses, visual, auditory and the like, but merely the being, which is 
not the specific quality of any sense, but only a revelation of the 
nature of sattva ; such knowledge, though roused by the senses, 
does not belong to them. It is by the function of the vikalpa of the 
manas that this knowledge as pure being assumes distinct forms 
in association with sense-characteristics. The application of this 
function is too rapid to be easily apprehended by us, and for this 

1 a-b&dhita-jndnatvam badha-yogya-vyatiriktatvam va tal-laksanam. 

Prasthdnaratndkara, p. 6. 


D IV 


22 



The Philosophy of Vallabha 


<§L 


sdn we often fail to detect the prior existence of the nirvikalpa 
knowledge. 

In the case of determinate knowledge, whether it be simple as 
of a jug, or complex as of a jug on the ground, we have the same 
procedure of having first through the senses the indeterminate per¬ 
ception of the being, which by a later influence of rajas becomes 
associated with names and forms; it is the being given by the 
senses, which appears in names and forms through the influence of 
the antahkarana as moved by the rajas in association with the senses. 
The principle followed in perception is analogous to the cosmic 
appearance of Brahman as manifold, in which the pure Brahman by 
His will and thought shows Himself as the many, though He re¬ 
mains one in Himself all the time; in the case of perception the 
senses by their first application cause an influx of sattva , resulting 
in the,apperception of pure being, which later on becomes associated 
with diverse names and forms through the rajas element of the 
antahkarana operating with the senses. The determinate knowledge 
is of two kinds: vtiista-buddhi and samuhalambana-buddhi ; the former 
means associated knowledge (“a man with a stick”), and the latter 
means knowledge as conglomeration of entities (“a stick and a 
book”). The knowledge of simple objects (such as a jug) is regarded 
as an associated knowledge. All these varied types of determinate 
cognitions are in reality of one type, because they all consist of the 
simple process of a revelation of being by the senses and an attribu¬ 
tion of names and forms by the antahkarana. 

From another point of view the determinate knowledge can 
be of five kinds: (i) sarnsaya (doubt), (ii) viparyasa (error), 
(iii) niscaya (right knowledge), (iv) mrti (memory), (v) svapna 
(dream). 

Doubt is defined as the apprehension of two or more opposite 
attributes or characters in the same object (ekasmin dharmini 
viruddha-nand-koty-avagahi jndnatn samsayam). Error is defined 
as the apprehension of external objects other than those with which 
the senses are in contact. Niscaya means right apprehension of 
objects; such an apprehension must be distinguished from memory, 
because apprehension (anubhava) always means the intuition of an 
object, while memory is purely internal though produced by a 
previous apprehension. Such a right knowledge can be perception, 
inference, verbal knowledge, and analogy ( upamiti , which arises 
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the senses associated with a knowledge of similarity: 
sddrsyadi-sahakrtendriydrtha-samsargajanya). 

This right knowledge can be of two kinds: perception 
(pratyaksa ) and that which is not perception ( paroksa ). Perception 
arises from a real contact of the sense and its objects {indriyartha- 
sat-samprayoga-janyam jndnam) 1 . Memory (stnrti) is defined as 
knowledge which is produced neither by sleep nor by external 
objects, but by past impressions, which consist of the subtle 
existence of previous apprehensions. Dream-experiences are 
special creations, and should therefore be distinguished from the 
world of things of ordinary experience; they are out of and through 
may a by God. This is indeed different from the view of Madhva; 
for according to him the dream-appearances are without any stuff 
and should not be regarded as creations; they are mere illusions 
produced by thought. The dream-appearances being creations 
according to Vallabha, their knowledge is also to be regarded as 
real. Dreamless sleep is a special class of dream-experience in 
which the self manifests itself ( tatra dtma-sphuranamtu svata eva). 
Reflection (as synthesis or analysis, or by the methods of agreement 
and difference, or as mental doubt, or meditation) is included 
within memory. Shame, fear {hrl, bhi), etc., are the functions of 
egoism and not cognitive states. Recognition is regarded as right 
knowledge ( niscaya ). In the case of firm knowledge growing out 
of habit the impressions of past knowledge act as a determinant 
(sahakari), and in the case of recognition memory acts as a de¬ 
terminant 2 . Recognition is thus regarded as due to memory rather 
than past impressions. The reason for this preference is that, even 
though there may be an operation of past impressions, the function 
of memory is a direct aid to it. Recognition is distinguished from 
memory in this, that, while the latter is produced directly from past 
impressions, the former is produced in association with the present 
perception, directly through the operation of memory, and in¬ 
directly through the operation of past impressions. 


1 Prasthdnaratndkara, p, zo. 

2 abhyasa-janye drdha-prattti-mpe jndne yathd ptirvdnubhava-samskdrah 
sahakari tathapratyabhijndyam smrtih sahakdrini, vise$anatava(:chedaka-prakdraka-. 
niscaydrtham tcisyd avasyatfi apeksciitdt. ato yatha nugrdhakdntcira-pravese pi 
yathdrth dnubhava tvancipayad abhydsajndna?n nHcaya-rupam tatha smrtyd 
visayena ca purva-sthita-jndnasyoddlpandt pmtyabhijnd'pi iti jneyam. Ibid. 

p. 25. 
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-^Fhe distinction between right knowledge and error consists in 
the fact that the latter contains somewhat more than the former; 
thus, in the case of conch-shell-silver, right knowledge consists in 
the perception of conch-shell, but false knowledge consists in the 
further attribution of silver to it; this additional element: constitutes 
error 1 . There may be cases which are partly correct and partly false 
and in these knowledge may be called right or false according as 
there is or is not a preponderance of right knowledge. Upon this 
criterion of Purusottama painting, art creations and impersonations 
in dramatic perceptions have a preponderance of right knowledge, 
as they produce through imitation such pleasures as would have 
been produced by the actual objects which they have imitated. 

Purusottama makes a distinction between karana (the instru¬ 
mental) and karana (the cause). Karana is a unique agent, 
associated with a dynamic agent with reference to the effects that 
are to be produced (vyapdravad asadharanam ); karana is that seat 
of power which may produce appearance and disappearance of 
forms (< dvirbhdva-saktyddharatvam kdranatvam). That which pro¬ 
duces particular forms, or works for the disappearance of certain 
forms, is regarded as corresponding causes; hence the power which 
can make the effects of a material cause manifest for our operation 
is regarded as the avirhhava-kdrana of that effect. Avirbhdva , 
“ manifestation of appearances,” is that aspect of things by which 
or in terms of which they may be experienced or may be operated 
upon, and its negation is “disappearance” ( tirobhdvaf , These 
powers of manifestation and disappearance belong primarily to 
God, and secondarily to objects with which He has associated them 
in specific ways. The Naiyayika definition of cause as invariable 
unconditional antecedent of the effect is regarded as invalid, inas¬ 
much as it involves a mutual dependence. Invariable antecedence 
to an effect involves the notion of causality and the notion of 
causality involves invariable antecedence; so unconditionality in¬ 
volves the notion of causality and causality involves unconditionality. 

Cause is of two kinds: identity ( tddatmya , also called samavayi ), 
and instrument. This identity however involves the notion of 

1 bkrama-pramd-uwiuhalambanam tu f eka.~desa~mkrtam ananyavad bhavatlti 
nydyena hhmmadhikye viparydsa eva. pramadhikye ca niicayah. Prasthanarat- 
ndkara , pp.25-6. 

2 upadanasya karyani yd vyavahdra-gocaram karoti sa saktir avirbhdvika . 
dvirbhdvaica vyavahdra-yogyatvam. tirobhdvasca tadayogyatvam . Ibid, p, 26. 
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in which difference appears as a mode of 
the identity which is to be regarded as the essence of causality. 
Purusottama discards the notion of substance and quality, which is 
explained on the basis of the relation of samavdya , and in which 
substance is regarded as the cause of quality; a quality is only an 
appearance simultaneous with the substance, and the latter cannot 
be regarded as the cause of the former. The concept of material 
cause ( upficldna-kdrand ) is of two kinds: unchanging (e.g., the earth 
unchanging, in jugs, etc.), and changing (e.g., knowledge appearing 
as a function of the mind, the instrumental cause). The contact of 
parts or movement involved in the material cause is not regarded 
as a separate cause, as it is by the Naiyayika, but is regarded as a 
part of the material cause. 

The nature of concomitance that determines the nature of a 
hetu is of two kinds: anvaya and vyatireka . Anvaya means agree¬ 
ment in presence of an element such that to its sole presence (in the 
midst of many irrelevant elements or conditions present with it) the 
effect is due 1 . Vyatireka means the negation of that element which 
involves the negation of the effect, i.e., that element which does not 
exist if the effect is absent ( kdrydtirekendnavasthdnam ). The causal 
movement (vydpdra) is that which exists as a link between the 
cause and the effect; thus sense-object contact has for its dynamic 
cause the movement of the senses. In the case of God’s will no 
dynamic movement is regarded necessary for the production of the 
world. 

The pratyaksa pramdna, the means of perceptual experience, is 
defined as the sense-faculties corresponding to the different kinds 
of perception. There are thus six pramanas , viz;., visual, tactual, 
gustatory, auditory, olfactory and mental; as opposed to the 
monistic Vedantic view of Sankara, manas is regarded here as a 
sense-faculty. All faculties are regarded as being atomic in their 
nature. The visual organ can perceive colours only when there is a 
“manifested colour” ( udbhuta-rfipavattva); the atoms of ghosts are 
not visible because they have no manifested colour. So for per¬ 
ception of all sense-qualities by the corresponding senses we have 
to admit that the sense-qualities, of touch, of smell, etc., must be 
manifested in order to be perceived. 

1 Tatra sva~sva-vydpyetara~yavat~karana-$attve yat-sattve avaiyam yat - 
sattvam anvayah. Ibid. p. 32. 
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In agreement with the monistic Vedanta of Sankara tamas 
(darkness) is regarded here as a separate category and not as the 
mere negation of light. Negation itself is regarded as the positive 
existence of the locus in which the negation appears with specific 
reference to the appearance or disappearance of the negated object. 
Thus in the case of negation-precedent-to-production ( prag - 
abhava) of a jug, the simple material cause which will be helpful 
to the production or the appearance of the jug is regarded as the 
negative-precedent-to-production of the jug. In the case of nega¬ 
tion of destruction ( dhvamsabhava ) the cause is helpful to the dis¬ 
appearance of the jug, and is thus associated with the special quality 
that is regarded as the negation of destruction. The concept of 
negation is thus included in the conception of the cause; negation 
is thus a specific mode of samavayi kdrana and therefore identical 
with it. 

Regarding the manner in which visual cognitions of things are 
possible, the Samkhya and Vedanta uphold the subsistence of a 
vrtti {vrtti means mental state). When after looking at a thing we 
shut our eyes, there is an after-image of the object. This after-image 
cannot belong to the object itself, because our eyes are shut; it 
must itself belong to the ahamkdra or the buddhi. It is supposed by 
the Samkhya and the Vedanta that this vrtti goes to external objects 
near and far and thereby produces a relation between the buddhi 
and the object. It may naturally be objected that this vrtti is not a 
substance and therefore cannot travel far and wide. The Samkhya 
and the Vedanta reply again that, since such travelling is proved by 
the facts of perception, we have to admit it; there is no rule that only 
existing substances should be able to travel and that in the absence 
of substance there should be no travelling. The Naiyayikas, how¬ 
ever, think that certain rays emanate from the eye and go to the 
object, sense-contact is thereby produced in association with the 
manas and atman , and the result is sense-cognition; they therefore 
do not admit the existence of a separate vrtti. Purusottama, 
however, admits the vrtti, but not in the same way as the Vedantists 
and the Samkhya; according to him this vrtti is a state of the buddhi 
which has been roused through the category of time and has mani¬ 
fested a preponderance of sattva quality. Time is hereby admitted 
as a category existing in the buddhi and not in the senses as it is in 
the Vedanta of Sankara (explained by Dharmaraja-dhvarlndra in 
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the Vedanta-paribhasa). According to him time does not possess 
any colour, but can yet be perceived by the visual organs. But 
according to Purusottama time is a determinant of the buddhi and 
is the agent responsible, along with other accessories, for mental 
illumination; he says further that rays from the object penetrate 
the eye-ball and produce there certain impressions which remain 
even when the rays are cut off by the shutting of the eye. These 
retinal impressions are accessory to the production of illumination 
in the buddhi as the manifestation of sattva-guna 1 . Vrtti is thus a 
condition of buddhi. 

In the illusory perception of conch-shell-silver it is supposed 
that by the power of rajas the impressions of silver experienced 
before are projected on to the object of perception, and by tamos 
the nature of conch-shell as such is obscured; in this manner a 
conch-shell is perceived as silver. 

The indeterminate knowledge arises at that stage in which the 
buddhi functions at the first moment of sense-operation; and it 
becomes determinate when in association with the sense-faculty 
there is modification in the buddhi as vrtti. Though with the rise 
of one vrtti a previous one disappears, it still persists in the form 
of impression ( samkara ); when these samskaras are later roused by 
specific causes or conditions, we have memory. 

The intuition of God is not, however, produced by the ordinary 
method of perception only by God’s grace, which is the seed of 
bkakti in all, can His nature be intuited; in the individual this 
grace manifests itself as devotion 2 . 

1 uk ta~$amiikar§a-jany am api savikaipakam jnanam caksusadi-bhedena 
buddhi-vrttya janyata iti vrttir vicdryate. tatra netra-nirriilane k?te bahir-dr$ta- 
padarthasyeva kascidakdro mtrdntarbhdsate. sa dkdro na bdkya-vastunah. 
dsrayam atihaya tatra tasydsakya-vacanatvdt. atah sa dntarasyaiva kasyacana 
bhavitum arhatlti .... 

yd buddhi-v/ttih samskdradhanadyartham janyata ity ucyate sd vrttir buddher 
na tattvdntamm ndpy anlahkarana-parindmantaram. kintu buddhi-tattvasya 
kdla~k$ubdha-$attVddi-guna-krto’vasthd-vifa$a eva. na ca ta$ydvasthd~vise§atve 
nirgamdhhdvsna vi§aya$am$argal tad-akdrakatvam vrtter durghatatvam iti 4 an- 
kyam . mdyd-gunasya rajasakaficalatvena vik§epakatvena ca dor pane mukhasyeva 
netra-golake'pi bahya-vi$aydkdra~samarpana ~ tad-akdrasya sughatatvat. sa evam 
rndyika dkdro nayana-kiranesu netra-mudrane pratydvrttesu golakdntar anubhuyate . 
Prasthdnaratnakara , pp. 123-5. 

2 varanam canugrahah. sa ca dharmdntarani eva, na tu phaladitsd . yasya- 
nugraham icchdmitivdkydt. sa ca bhakti-blja-bhUtah. ato bkaktyd mam abhijandti , 
bhaktyd tvananyayd sakyak bhaktyd'ham ekayd grdhya ity adi$ti na virodhah. 
Ibid . p. 137. 
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Inference ( anumdna ) as a pramdna is defined as instrument by 
which influential knowledge is attained; in other words, inference is 
the knowledge which is derived through the mediation of other 
knowledge, a process which is, of course, affected by the knowledge 
of concomitance (vydpti-jnana). Vyapti means the unconditioned 
existence of hetu in the sadhya , i.e., where there is a hetu , there is 
a sadhya , and wherever there is absence of sadhya ) there is absence 
of hetu\ hetu is that by which one proceeds to carry on an inference, 
and sadhya is affirmation or denial. Following the Sdmkhya - 
pravacana-sutra Purusottama says that, when there is an uncon¬ 
ditional existence of one quality or character in another, there may 
be either a mutual or a one-sided concomitance between them; 
when the circle of the hetu coincides with, the circle of the sadhya } 
we have samavydpti , and when the circle of the hetu falls within the 
circle of the sadhya , there is visama-vydptiK 

Purusottama does not admit the kevalanvayi form of inference; 
for in the Brahman there is the absence of the sadhya . The objection 
that such a definition will not hold good in the case of inference (where 
no negative existences are available), namely, that it is knowledge 
because it is definable, is invalid; for the Brahman is neither know- 
able nor definable. Even when an object is knowable in one form, 
it may be not knowable in another form. So even in the aforesaid 
inference negative instances are available; therefore the kevalanvayi 
form of inference, where it is supposed that concomitance is to be 
determined only by agreement, cannot be accepted 1 2 . 

When the co-existence of the hetu with the sadhya is seen in one 
instance or in many, it rouses the part-impressions and though in 
the memory of them necessary co-existence, and, following that, the 
hetu determines the sadhya . When we see in the kitchen the co¬ 
existence of fire and smoke, the necessary co-existence of the smoke 
with the fire is known; then later on, when smoke is seen in the hill 
and the co-existence of the smoke with the fire is remembered, the 
smoke determines the existence of the fire: this right knowledge is 
called anumiti. It is the linga that is the cause of the anumiti . Two 

1 niyata-dharnia-sahitye ubhayor ekatarasya vd vydptir iti. ubhayoh samct- 
vydptihayoh krtakatvanityatvadi-rupayorekatarasya vi§ama-vyaptika$ya dhUmd- 
der niyatci-dharma-sahitye a- vyabhicari ta -dhanna - rape samanadhikaranye vyaptifi. 
Prasthdnaratndkara , pp. 139-40. 

2 sarvatrapi kenacid r&perta jneyatvadi-sattve'pi riipdntarena tad-abhdva$ya 
sarvajaninatvdc ca kevaldnvayi~sddhyakdnumdna$yuivdhhdvdt . Ibid. p. 141, 
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kinds of anumdna are admitted by Purusottama, viz., kevala- 
vyatireki , where positive instances are not available and the con¬ 
comitance is only through negation, and anvaya-vyatireki , where 
the concomitance is known through the joint method of agreement 
and difference. 

Five propositions are generally admitted for convincing others 
by inference; these are pratijnd , hetu> udaharana , upanaya , and 
nigamana . Thus “the hill is fiery” is the pratijnd , “because it is 
smoky 1 * is the hetu, “ as in the case in the kitchen ” is the udaharana , 
“ whatever is smoky is fiery and whatever is not so is not so” is the 
upanaya , “therefore the smoke now visible is also associated with 
fire” is nigamana . But these need not be regarded as separate 
propositions; they are parts of one synthetic proposition 1 . But 
Purusottama in reality prefers these three, viz., pratijnd , hetu and 
dr siant a. 

Purusottama does not admit either upamdna or anupalahdhi as 
separate pramanas . Upamdna is the pramdna by which a previous 
knowledge of similarity between two objects of which one is known 
enables one to know the other when one sees it; thus a man who does 
not know a buffalo, but is told that it is similar in appearance to 
the cow, sees the buffalo in the forest and knows it to be a buffalo. 
The sight of it makes him remember that a buffalo is an animal 
which is similar in appearance to the cow, and thus he knows it is 
a buffalo. Here perception as helped by memory of similarity is 
the cause of the new apprehension of the animal as a buffalo; what 
is called upamdna thus falls within perception. 

Purusottama also admits arthdpatti , or implication, as separate 
pramdna, in the manner of Parthasarathimisra. This arthdpatti is 
to be distinguished from inference. A specific case of it may be 
illustrated by the example in which one assumes the existence of 
someone outside the house when he is not found inside; the know¬ 
ledge of the absence of a living person from the house is not con¬ 
nected with the knowledge of the same man's presence outside the 
house as cause and effect, and yet they are simultaneous. It is by 
the assumption of the living individual outside the house that his 
non-existence in the house can be understood; the complex notion 
of life and non-existence in the house induces the notion of his 
existence outside the house. It is the inherent contradiction that 

1 Ibid. p. 143. 


MINISr^ 




The Philosophy of Vallabha 

leads us from the known fact to the unknown, and as such it is 
regarded as a separate pramdna. 

Pumsottama thinks that in some cases where knowledge is due 
to the accessory influence of memory its validity is not spontaneous, 
but is to be derived only through corroborative sources, whereas 
there may be other cases where knowledge may be self-valid. 


Concept of bhakti. 

Madhva, Vallabha and Jiva GosvamI were all indebted to the 
Bhagavata-purana , and held it in high reverence; Madhva wrote 
Bhagavata-t dtpary a, Jiva GosvamI Sat-sandarhha , and Vallabha 
wrote not only a commentary on the Bhdgavata (the Subodhint) 
but also a commentary {Prakdia) on his own karikds , the Tattvadipa , 
based on the teachings of the Bhdgavata . The Tattvadipa consists 
of four books: the §dstrdrthanirupana, the Sarvanirnaya of four 
chapters, Pramdna , Prameya-phala , and the Sddhand y of which 
the first contains 83 verses, the second 100 verses, the third no 
and the fourth 35. The third book, of 1837 verses, contains 
observations on the twelve skandhas of the Bhagavata-purana . 
The fourth book, which dealt with bhakti , is found only in a 
fragmentary condition. This last has two commentaries on it, 
the Nibandha-trppana , by Kalyanaraja, and one by Gotthulal 
(otherwise called Balakrsna). The Prakdia commentary on the 
karikds was commented upon by Purusottama in the Avarana - 
bhanga y but the entire work has not been available to the present 
writer. According to the Tattvadipa the only sastra is the Gita , 
which is sung by the Lord Himself, the only God is Krsna the son 
of Devaki, the mantras are only His name and the only work is the 
service of God, the Vedas, the words of Krsna (forming the smrtis ), 
the sutras of Vyasa and their explanations by Vyasa (forming the 
Bhdgavata ) are their four pramanas. If there are any doubts re¬ 
garding the Vedas, they are solved by the words of Krsna; any 
doubts regarding the latter are explained by reference to the sutras , 
and difficulties about the Vyasa-sutras are to be explained by the 
Bhdgavata. So far as the other smrtis are concerned, such as that 
of Mann and others, only so much of them is valid as is in con¬ 
sonance with these; but, if they are found contradictory in any part, 
they are to be treated as invalid. The true object of the sdstras is 
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ion to Hari, and the wise man who takes to devotion is best 
of all; yet there have been many systems of thought which produce 
delusion by preaching creeds other than that of bhakti. There is no 
greater delusion than devoting oneself to sdstras and not to God; 
such devotees are always under bondage and suffer birth and re¬ 
birth. The culmination of one’s knowledge is omniscience, the 
culmination of dharma is the contentment of one’s mind, the 
culmination of bhakti is when God is pleased. With mukti there 
is destruction of birth and rebirth; but the world, being a manifesta¬ 
tion of Brahman, is never destroyed except when Krsna wishes to 
take it back within Himself. Wisdom and ignorance are both 
constituents of mdyd. 

Bhakti consists in firm and overwhelming affection for God 
with a full sense of His greatness; through this alone can there be 
emancipation 1 . Though bhakti is the sadhana and moksa is the goal, 
yet it. is the sadhana stage that is the best. Those who enter into the 
bliss of Brahman have the experience of that bliss in their selves; 
but those devotees who do not enter into this state nor into the 
state of jivan-mukti , but enjoy God with all their senses and the 
antahkarana, are better than the jivan-muktas, though they may be 
ordinary householders 2 . 

The jtva is atomic in nature, but yet, since the bliss of God is 
manifested in it, it may be regarded as all-pervasive. Its nature as 
pure intelligence cannot be perceived by the ordinary senses, but 
only by yoga, or knowledge through that special vision by which 
one sees God. The views of the monistic Vedanta that the jivas are 
due to avidya is repudiated on the ground that, if avidya was 
destroyed by right knowledge, the bodily structure of the individual 
formed through the illusion of avidya would immediately be 
destroyed and as jivan-mukti would be possible. 

Brahman is described here as sacciddnanda —all-pervasive, 
independent, omniscient. He is devoid of any reduplication, either 
of this class or of a different class or as existing in Him— i.e.Jivas, 


1 mahdtmya-jnana-pttrvas tu sudrdhah sarvato'dhikah, 

sneho bhaktir iti proktas tay& muktir na canyatha. 

Tattvarthadipa , p. 65. 

sva-tantra-bhaktdndm tu gopikadi-tulydndm sarvendriyais tatha'ntah- 
karanaih sva-rUpena ccTnandanubhavah . ato bhaktdndm jlvan-muktyapeksaya 
bh ag avat-krpd-sahita -grhdsrama eva visisyate. Vallabha’s commentary on 
Tattvadlpana , p. 77. 
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material world and the ant ary ami : these are the three forms of 
God, they are not different from Him 1 . He is also associated with 
a thousand other noble qualities, purity, nobility, kindness, etc.; 
He is the upholder of the universe, controller of mdyd. God is on 
the one hand the mmavaya and the nimittakdrana of the world, 
delights in His creation, and sometimes takes delight in with¬ 
drawing it within Himself; He is the repository of all contradictory 
qualities and causes delusion in various forms and appearances and 
disappearances of worldly manifestation. He is the changeable as 
well as the unchangeable 2 . Since the creation is a manifestation of 
Himself, the diversity of existence and the diversity in the distribu¬ 
tion of pleasure and pain cannot make Him liable to the charge of 
cruelty or partiality. The attempt to explain diversity as due to 
karma leads to the further difficulty that God is dependent on 
karma and is not independent; it also leaves unexplained why 
different persons should perform different karmas . If God as 
antaryamin Himself makes us perform good or bad actions. He 
cannot also make us responsible for the same and distribute 
happiness to some and displeasure to others: but on the view that 
the whole creation is self-creative and that self-manifestation and 
the fivas are nothing but God all these difficulties are removed 3 . 
God is the creator of the world, yet He is not saguna, possessed of 
qualities; for the simple reason that the elements that constitute 
His qualities cannot stand against Him and deprive Him of His 
independence. Since He is the controller of the qualities, their 
existence and non-existence depend on Him. The conception of the 
freedom of God thus necessarily leads to the concept of His being 
both saguna and nirguna. The view of Sankara that Brahman 
appears as the world through the bondage of avidyd is a delusive 
teaching ( pratarana-mstra ), because it lowers the dignity of God, 
and it should be rejected by all devotees. 

1 sa~jdttya~vijatlya-sva~gata-dvaita-varjitam. .. . sa-jdtfyd jiva , vijatTya 
jadcih, sva-gata antar-yamitiah. triyv api bhagavdn anusytitas trirupas ca bhavatlti 
tair nirupitarn dvaitam bhedas tad varjitam . Tattvarthadlpa and the commentary 
on it, p. 106. 

2 sarva~vadanavasaram nanti-vadanurodhi tat* 
ananta-murti tad brahma kfitastham calam eva ca . 
•inruddha-sarva-dhanndnamasrayam yukty-agocaram. 
avirbhava-tirobhdvair mohanam bahu-rupatah. Ibid . p. 115, 
dtmasr§ter na vaisamyam nairghrnyam cdpi vidyate. 
pctk$dntare'pi karma sydn niyatarfi tat punar bfkat. 

Ibid. pp. 129-30. 
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who thinks of God as all and of himself as emanating from 
Him, and who serves Him with love, is a devotee. In the absence 
of either knowledge or love we have only a lower kind of devotee; 
but in the absence of both one cannot be a devotee, though by 
listening to the scriptures one may remove one's sins. The highest 
devotee leaves everything; his mind is filled with Krsna alone; for 
him there is no wife, no home, no sons, no friends, no riches, but 
he is wholly absorbed in the love of God. No one, however, can 
take the path of bhakti except through the grace of God, Karma 
itself, being of the nature of God's will, manifests itself as His 
mercy or anger to the devotee; He approaches with His mercy and 
relieves him even if he be in a low state, and those who do not obey 
His commands or proceed in the wrong path He approaches with 
anger and causes to suffer. It is said that the law of karma is 
mysterious; the reason is that we do not know the manner in which 
God's will manifests itself; sometimes by His grace He may 
even save a sinner, who may not have to take the punishment due 
to him. 

In the $andilya~sutra bhakti is defined as the highest attachment 
(pardnurakti ) to God. Anurakti is the same as rag a; so the sutra 
“ pardnuraktir tivare " means highest attachment to the object of 
worship (drddhya-visayaka-rdgatvam) 1 . This attachment is associ¬ 
ated with pleasure ( sukha-niyato rag a). We remember that in the 
Vimu-purdna Prahlada expresses the wish that he may have that 
attachment to God that is experienced with regard to sense- 
objects 2 . One must find supreme pleasure in God ; it is this natural 
and spontaneous attachment to God that is called bhakti 3 . Even if 
there is no notion of worship, but merely love, there also we can 
apply the term bhakti , as in the case of gopis towards Krsna. But 
ordinarily it arises from the notion of the greatness of God, This 
devotion, being of the nature of attachment, is associated with will 
and not with action; just as in the case of knowledge no action is 
necessary, but the only result is enlightenment, so the will that tends 

1 Sandilya-sutra, i. 2. (commentary by Svapnesvara). 


3 


yd prltir a-vivekdndip vi$aye$v anapdyinl , 
tdm anusmaratah sd me hrciaydn mdpasarpatu. 


Vi$nu~purdna, I. 20. 19, 


3 Compare Cfrtd, x. 9: 

mac-dud mad-g'ata-prana hodhayantah paras-param 
hathayantas ca mam nityam tu$yantica ramanti ca — 
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Jod is satisfied with devotion or attachment 1 . Bhakti cannot 
also be regarded as kno wledge: puma and bhajana are two different 
concepts. Knowledge may be only indirectly necessary for attach¬ 
ment, but attachment does not lead to knowledge. A young 
woman may love a young man; this love does not lead to any new 
knowledge, but finds its fulfilment in the love itself. In the 
Viptu-purdna we hear of the gopis* attachment of emancipation 
through excess of love; so attachment may lead to emancipation 
without any knowledge 2 . Yoga , however, is accessory both to 
knowledge and to bhakti . Bhakti is different also from sraddha (or 
faith), which may be an accessory even to karma. According to 
Kasya bhakti with the notion of the majesty of God leads to 
emancipation. According to Badarayana this emancipation consists 
in the nature of self as pure intelligence. According to Sandilya 
emancipation is associated with the notion of transcendence, 
immanence in the self. Through an excess of devotion under¬ 
standing of the bitddhi is dissolved in the bliss of God; it is this 
buddhi which is the upadhi or condition through which God 
manifests Himself as the jiva. 

Gopesvaraji Maharaja, in his Bhakti-mdrtanda, follows the inter¬ 
pretation of bhakti in the Sdndilya-mtra and enters into a long 
discussion regarding its exact connotation. He denies that bhakti is a 
kind of knowledge or a kind of sraddha (or faith); nor is bhakti a kind 
of action or worship. Ramanuja defines bhakti as dhnwdm smrti , 
and regards it as only a kind of knowledge. Various forms of worship 
or prescribed ritual connected therewith lead to bhakti , but they 
cannot themselves be regarded as bhakti . In the Bhakti-cintamani , 
bhakti has been defined as yoge viyogavrttiprema y i.e., it is that form 
of love in which even when the two are together they are afraid of 
being dissociated and when they are not together they have a 
painful desire for union 3 . Sandilya, Haridasa and Guptacarya 
also follow the same view. Govinda Chakravarti, however, defines 

1 na kriyakrty-apeksana jnanavat . Sandilya-sUtra , x. i. 7. sd bhaktir na 
kriyatmika bhavitum arhati prayatnanuvedhdbhdvat. Commentary on Svapnes- 
vara. 

2 tathapi brahma-visayinyah rater brakma~vi$aya~jndnopakdrakatvam na 
pratyak$a-gamyam. kintu tarunyadeh rataa tathadarsanena brahmagocardydm 
apy anumdtavyam. Svapnesvara’s commentary on—-I. 2. 15, ibid. 

3 A-drsie darianotkanthd drste vislesa-bhirutd 
nadrstena na drstena bhavatci labhyate sukham. 

Bhakti-martanda, p. 75. 
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ove as the yearning which never ceases even in spite of (many 
difficulties and dangers 1 , and Paramartha Thakkuna, in his 
Premalaksana-candrikd 2 , as an unspeakable yearning referring to 
an object. Visvanatha, in his Premarasayina , defines it as a loving 
yearning or desire. Gunakara supplements the view of the 
Bhakti-eintdnumi and defines it as that which culminates in intense 
enjoyment 3 . 

GopesvarajI Maharaja differs from all these definitions of bhakti 
that regard yearning and desire as its principal element. No desire 
can be an object of desire ( purusartha ); in the love of a son or any 
other dear relation we do not find any kind of desire playing a part; 
moreover desire refers to an unattained object, while bhakti, 
attachment, is not so. 

Some say that bhakti is the cause of the melting of the mind; 
that is not acceptable either, for it has no reference to the object. 
There are others who define it as the object or condition with 
reference to which the amorous, sentiment called love flows 4 . This 
definition is too wide, because all bhakti must have a reference to 
God, and according to it bhakti becomes a part of sex-sentiment. 
Gopesvaraji, however, refers to the Tattvadipa-prakasa of Vallabha 
and accepts the view there adopted, according to which bhakti is 
composed of the root bhaj and suffix kti; the suffix means “love” 
and the root “service.” It is the general rule that root and suffix 
together form a complete meaning in which the meaning of the 
suffix is dominant; bhakti thus means the action of bhaj , i.e., 
service f Seva). Seva (service) is a bodily affair (e.g., strisevd , 
ausadhasevd ). Service, in order that it may be complete, implies 
love, and without love the service would be troublesome, but not 
desirable; love also for its completion requires service. This view 
has been objected to by Purusottama in his Bhakti-hmma-vivrti. 

Referring to the Tattva-dipa-prakdsa Gopesvaraji Maharaja 
thinks that according to Vallabha bhakti means sneha or affection, 
but, if we take the word analytically, it means sevd or service; he 
thinks that both prema and sevd form the connotative meaning of 

1 gadha-vyasana-sfihasra-sampdte'pi nir-antaram na hlyate yadiheti svadit tat 
p rema-lak$anam . Ibid. 

3 vastu-mdtra-vi§ayini vaccmdnarha sarnlha previa . Ibid. 

3 yaiha yoge viyoga-vrttih prema tathd viyoge yoga-vrttir api prema. Ibid. 

* yam upadhim sarnairitya rasa adyo nigadyate tarn 

upadhim hudhottamsah premeti paricak§ata. Ibid. p. 76. 
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iakti 1 . He, however, develops further the concept of bhakti, and 
says that the idea of sevd forming the connotation of bhakti means 
the state of mind which slowly lowers down and merges itself 
into God 2 . 

One of the results of bhakti or rather one of its characteristics 
has been described as the oneness of all with the self (sarvatma- 
bhavd). Through the deep notion of love one sees everywhere one's 
beloved, and even in separation one always perceives one's beloved 
round one; but, God being all, it is natural that through intense 
attachment to Him one should perceive Him in all things; for these 
are all manifestations of God 3 . This identity of the self with all 
cannot be regarded as an illustration of Vedantic monism, as is 
explained by the followers of maryada-marga ; it is associated with 
intense love. This view of the pusti-warga (Vallabha school) is also 
shared by Haricarana, who is quoted by Gope^vara in support of 
his own view 4 . 

Bhakti is regarded as parallel to the other rasas described 
in the alamkdra-sdstra ; as such, it affects the manas and the body 
with intense delight, coalescing with God, as it were 5 ; affection 
is thus the dominant phase {sthdyi-bhdva) of the bhakti-rasa . 
Some have defined it as a reflection of God in the melted 
heart; this has been objected to both by Purusottama in his 
Pratibirnba-vdda and by Gopesvara on the ground that formless God 
cannot have His reflection, and also on the ground that this would 

x prema-pUrvakam kayika-vyaparatvam bhaktitvam ... athavd irt-kryna- 
visayaka-prema-prirvaka-kayika-vydpdratvam. Bhakti-martanda , p. 79. 

2 tasmin krpxe purvam dvarjitatji told dyattam tadadhlnam tatah kvamena 
hhagavad-ekatanam—gambhlratdm prdptam yac cetas tad eva sevdriipam. 
sarnddhdv iva bhagavdti layam prdptam itiydvat . Ibid. p. 83, 

He further quotes a passage from Vallabha’s Bhakti-vardhinl in support of 
his statement: 

tatah prema tathd saktir vyasananca yadd bhaved iti , 

yadd sy ad vyasanam ky$ne krtcirthah syat tadaivahi. Ibid. p. 82. 

3 trigadha-bhavena sarvatra tatkdnubhava-rupam yat kdryain tadrsapriya- 
tvdnubhavah , iti saw atm a-bhdvo lak§itah. Bhasya-prakdsa on Brahma-siitra, 
quoted in Bhakti-martanda , p- 85, 

atah sarvdtma-bhdvo hi tydgdtmdpeksayd yutah bhdva- 
svarupaphalakah sva-sambandha-prakdsakah. 
dehadi-sphUrti-rahito vifaya-tydga-purvakah 
hhavatma-kama-sambandhi-rainanddi-kriyah. 
sva-tantra-bhahti-sabdakhyah phaldlmd jndyatdrp janaih . 

Ibid . p. 86. 

8 yatra manahsarvendriyanam ananda - mdtra - kara-pada - mukhodarddi- 
bhagavad-riipata tatra bhakti-rasa eva. Ibid. p. 102. 
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bhakti identical with God, and it is difficult to identify 
affection with the melting of the heart 1 . If atmanubhava be under¬ 
stood merely as the comprehension of identity with the self, in the 
fashion of Sankara monism, then there would be no pleasure in the 
attachment of God 2 3 . 

The assertion of the philosophic identity of the self and the 
Brahman is only for the purpose of strengthening the nature of 
bhakti ; it merely shows that the oneness that is felt through attach¬ 
ment can also be philosophically supported. In the intensity of 
love there is revealed a feeling of oneness with Krsna which is to be 
regarded as one of the transitory phases ( vyabhicari bhava) of the 
emotion of bhakti , of which affection is the dominant phase (sthayi 
bhava); the feeling of oneness is thus not the culminating result, 
but only a transitory phase. Thus bhakti does not result finally in 
knowledge; knowledge is an aiiga of bhakti ®. As God is spiritual, 
so also is bhakti spiritual; as by the measures of fire objects become 
more or less heated, so relative proximity to God gives an experience 
of greater or less intensity of bhakti 4 . 

Bhakti may be classified as phala-rUpa (“fruit'’), as sadhana- 
rupa (“ means”), and as saguna. The saguna-bhakti is of three kinds, 
as forming part of different kinds of meditation, as part of know¬ 
ledge, and as part of karma. These again may be of eighty-one 
kinds, as associated with different kinds of quality. Bhakti as a 
phala is of one kind, and as sadhana (“means”) is of two kinds, viz., 
as part of knowledge (jhanangabhuta ), and as directly leading to 
emancipation (bhaktih svdtantryenamuktidatri). The jndnahgabhuta- 
bhakti is itself of two kinds, as saguna and nirguna, of which the 
former is of three kinds, jnana-misra, vairagya-misra and karma- 


1 It is interesting to refer here to the definition of bhakti as given by jlva in 
the Sat-sandarbha (p. 274), where bhakti is described as a dual existence in God, 
and, the bkakta being itself of the nature of blissful experience, sva-rilpasakteh 
sdrabhutd hlcidirit ndma yd vrttis tasyd eva sarabhuta-vrttivUesa bhaktih sa ca 
ratyaparaparydyd. bhaktir bhavali hhaktesu ca niksipta-nijdbhayakotih sarvada 
tifthati. ata evoktam bhagavdn bhakto bhaktimdn. 

2 kena karti pasyet iti sruteh bheda-mlopakatvena bhajandnanddntardya- 
bhtitam yadi svdtmatvena jndnam sampddayed bhajanandam nadadyat. 

Bhakti-mdrtanda, p. 136. 

3 ati-gadha-bhdvo* bhedasphurtir api ek ovyabhicdribhdvah. nu tu sdrvadika - 
stadd svdtmdnarn tattvena visiiji§anti. Ibid. p. 139. 

4 yathd bhagavdn mdnaslyas tadvad bhagavatsambandha-naikaiyat mana- 
sydvirbhavanti bhaktir api mano-dharmatvena vyavahriyate, yathd vahni - 
naikatya-taratamyena bhaktyanubhava-tdratamyam . Ibid. p. 142. 
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Th ejmna-misra (“mixed with knowledge”) may be of three 
s, high, middling and lower. The vairdgya-misra (“mixed with 
detachment”) is only of one kind. The karma-misra (“mixed with 
action”) is of three kinds. 

The principal means by which bhakti is attained through the 
grace of God is purity of heart. There are sixteen means prescribed 
for attaining purity of heart, of which some are external and some 
internal. The three externals are ablutions, sacrifices and image- 
worship. The practice of meditation of God in all things is the 
fourth. The development of the sattva character of the mind is the 
fifth. Abnegation of all karmas and cessation of attachment is the 
sixth; showing reverence to the revered is the seventh. Kindness to 
the poor is the eighth. To regard all beings as one’s equals and 
friends is the ninth. Yamas and niyamas are the tenth and eleventh 
respectively. Listening to the scriptures from teachers is the 
twelfth, and listening to and chanting of God’s name is the 
thirteenth. Universal sincerity is the fourteenth. Good association 
is the fifteenth. Absence of egoism is the sixteenth. 

There is however a difference of view between two important 
schools of the bhakti- path. Those who follow the marydda-bhakti 
think that bhakti is attainable by one’s own efforts in following 
specific courses of duties and practices; the followers of the pusti- 
bhakti think that even without any effort bhakti can be attained by 
the grace of God alone 1 . 

The Vallabhas belong to the pusti-bhakti school and therefore 
do not admit the absolute necessity of personal effort. The followers 
of the maryada school also agree that the sadhanas are to be fol¬ 
lowed only so long as affection does not show itself; when once 
that has manifested itself, the sadhanas can no longer be regarded 
as determining it, for it manifests itself spontaneously. For the 
followers of the pusti school the sadhanas can at no stage determine 
the bhakti-, for it is generated through the grace of God ( pustimdrge 
varanam eva sadkanam). According to the maryada school sins are 
destroyed by the practice of the sadhanas and emancipation attained 
through the rise of affection. To the followers of the pusti school the 
grace of God is sufficient to destroy obstructions of sins, and there 
is no definite order about the practices following affection or 

1 krti-sadhya-sSdhana-sadhya-bhaktir maryada-bhaktih tadrahitandm bhaga- 
vad~anugrahaika-prdpya~pusti-bhaktih. Bhakti-martanda , p. 151. 
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tion following the practices 1 . In the Pancaratra bhakti is 
defined as affection associated with the majesty of God; but the 
association of the majesty of G od is not a necessary part of bhakti . 
Purusottama defines bhakti as attachment to God with detachment 
from all fruits. Purity of mind can be attained both by knowledge and 
bhakti as produced by pus ti or the grace of God; so the only condi¬ 
tion that can be attached to the rise of affection is the grace of God. 

It is impossible to say for what reason God is pleased to extend 
His grace; it cannot be for the relief of suffering, since there are 
many sufferers to whom God does not do so. It is a special character 
of God, by which He adapts certain people for manifesting His 
grace through them. 

As regards the fruit of bhakti , there are diverse opinions. 
Vallabha has said in his Sevdphala-vwrti that as a result of it one 
may attain a great power of experiencing the nature of God 
(a-laukika-samarthya), or may also have the experience of continual 
contact with God ( sajujya ), and also may have a body befitting the 
service of God (sevopayogi deha). This is his description of the 
pusti-marga. He has also described two other mdrgas ) the pravdha 
and the maryada, in his Pu§ti-pravaha-maryada. The pravdha- 
mdrga consists of the Vedic duties which carry on the processes of 
birth and rebirth. Those however who do not transgress the Vedic 
laws are said to belong to the m ary add-m drga. The pusti-marga 
differs from the other two margas in this, that it depends upon the 
grace of God and not on Vedic deeds 2 ; its fruits are therefore 
superior to those of other margas 3 . 

Vallabha, in his Bhakti-vardhini , says that the seed of bhakti 
exists as prema or affection due to the grace of God, and, when it is 
firm, it increases by renunciation, by listening to the bhakti-sastra , 
and by chanting God’s name. The seed becomes strong 4 when in 

1 maryadaycim hi sravanddibhih pdpaksaye premotpattis tat 6 muktih . pu$ti~ 
margdnglkrtes tu atyanugraha-sadhyatvena tatra papader aprati-bandhakatvac 
chravanadirupa premariipa ca yugapat paurvdparyena vd vaiparltyena vd bhavati , 
Ibid. p. 152. 

2 ato vedoktatve'pi veda-tdtparya-gocaratve'pi jlva~krtavaidha-$ddhane$va - 
pravesdt tad-asadhya-sadhanat phala-vailaksanyac ca sva-rUpatak kdryatah 
phalatas cotkor$dc ca vedokta-sadhanebhyd’pi bhinnaiva tat taddkdrikd putfir- 
astltyato hetoli siddhatn iti mdrga-trayo } tra na sandeha ityarthah. 

Commentary on Pusti-pravaha-marydda-bhedah , p.. 8. 

8 yesu sadhana-dvara bhaktyabhivyaktih tesu sd anudbhuta bhdva-rupena 
manasi tisthati, tatah pajddisu sddhane$ vanusthlyamdnesu premadi-rupena kramdd 
udbhutd bhavati. Bhakti-vardhim-vivrli (by Purusottama), sloka 5. 
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ouseholder’s state one worships Krsna, following one’s caste- 
duties with a complete absorption of mind. Even when engaged in 
duties one should always fix one’s mind on God; in this way there 
grows the love which develops into attachment or passion. The firm 
seed of bhakti can never be destroyed; it is through affection for 
God that other attachments are destroyed, and by the development 
of this affection that one renounces the home. It is only when this 
affection for God grows into a passion ( vyasana ) that one attains 
one’s end easily. The bhakti rises sometimes spontaneously, some¬ 
times in association with other devotees, and sometimes through 
following favourable practices 1 . Gradual development of bhakti is 
described through seven stages in an ascending order; these are 
bhdva , premay pranaya, sneha , rag a, anurdga , and vyasana . The 
passion or vyasana for God, which is the deepest manifestation of 
affection, is the inability to remain without God (i tadvinana sthdtum 
asaktih ); it is not possible for a man with such an attachment to 
stay at home and to carry on his ordinary duties. In the previous 
stages, though one may try to remain at home like a guest in the 
house, yet he always feels various obstructions in the proper mani¬ 
festation of his emotion; worldly attachments are always obstacles 
to the divine attachment of worldly ties which helps the develop¬ 
ment of bhakti 

Vallabha, however, is opposed to renunciation after the manner 
of monistic sannydsa , for this can only bring repentance, as being 
inefficacious 3 . The path of knowledge can bring its fruit in hundreds 
of births and it depends upon various other practices; the path of 
bhakti therefore should be taken up instead of the path of know¬ 
ledge 4 . Renunciation in the bhakti-mdrga proceeds only out of the 
necessity of the bhakti and for its proper maintenance, and not as 
a matter of duty. 

The fruits of bhakti have already been described as a-laukika - 
sdmarthya , sdyujya and sevopayogi-deha, and are further discussed 

1 See note 3, p. 355. 

2 snehaiakti-vyasartdndm mnaianam . tathft sati krtam~api sarvarn vyartham 
syat. tena tat-tyagam krtvd yateta. Balak tuna’s commentary on Bhakti-vardhinT, 
sloka 6. 

3 atah kalau sa san-nyasah pascat tapdya ndnyathd. pa$anditvani bhavet 
cdpi tasmdtjnane na sarn-nyaset, 

Vallabha's San-nydsa-mmaya, sloka 16. 

4 jndndrtham uttarangam ca siddhir jcmmafataifr, jndnam ca sadhanapeksam 
yajnadi-sravandn matam param. San-nyasa-nirnaya of Vallabha, with Gokula- 
natha's Vwar ana, sloka 15. 




Concept of bhakti 

Sevaphala, upon which various commentators have 
written with their several differences. Thus Devakinandana and 
Purusottama think that a-laukika-samarthya means that God has 
a special avesa or that He favours the devotee with a special in¬ 
spiration, enabling him to experience the nature of the full bliss 
of God. Hariraja, however, thinks that it means the capacity 
for experiencing the separation of God; Kaiyanaraja thinks that 
it means participation in divine music in heaven with God. 
Goplsa thinks that it means special fitness ( svarUpa-yogyata ) for 
experiencing the supernatural joy of worshipping God 1 . The second 
fruit of bhakti (sayujya ) is considered by Purusottama, Baca Goplsa, 
and Devakinandana to be the merging of the devotee in the nature 
of God; Hariraja, however, regards it as a capacity for continual 
association with God. 

The obstacles to bhakti are regarded as udvega, pratibandha, and 
bhoga. Udvega means fear caused by evil persons or unsteadiness 
of mind through sins; pratibandha means obstacles of a general 
nature, and bhoga means ordinary experiences of pleasures and pains 
of body and mind. These obstacles can be removed by compre¬ 
hending the false nature of causes that give rise to them; but if on 
account of the transgressions of the devotee God is angry and does 
not extend His mercy, then the obstacles cannot be removed 3 . The 
true knowledge, by which the false comprehension giving rise to 
the obstacles can be removed, consists in the conviction that every¬ 
thing is given by God, everything is Brahman, that there is no 
sadhand, no phala and no enjoyer 3 . He who tries to enjoy the 
blessed nature of God easily removes the obstacles. The experiencing 
of God’s nature as a devotee is better than the bliss of Brahman itself 
and the pleasure of sense-objects ( visayanandabrahmdnanddpeksayd 
bhajandnandasya mahattvat). Mental unsteadiness as a result of 

1 tatra alaukika-sdmartkyam ndma para-prapti-vivarana-irutyukta-bhagavat- 
sva-riipdnuhhave pradlpavadavesa iti sUtrokta~ritika-bhagavadavesaja yogyatd 
yayd rasdtmakasya bhagavatah purna~sva~rapdnandtinubhavah. ifl~devakl~ 
nandanadavapyevam dhuh . srl-hari-rayas tu bhagavad-virahdnubhava-samarthyam 
ity dhuh , m-kalyana-rayas tu bhagavata saha ganddi-sdmarthyam mukhyanam 
evetydhuh , tathd goplnantvalaukika-bhajananandanubhave sva-rilpa-yogyatd 
ity dhuh. Purusottama’s commentary on Sevdphala> Hoka i. 

a kadacit duhsahgadina ali~paksapati-prabhu-priya-pradve$ena taddrohe 
prabhor atikrodhena prarthanayapi ksama~sam-bhdvana-rahitena tasmin prabhuh 
phala-pratibandham karotlti sa bhagatat-krta-pratibandhah. 

Hariraja’s commentary on Sevaphala , Hoka 3. 

3 vivekas tu mamaitad eva prabhund krtam sarvarp brahmatmakarfi ko'ham 
kihca sadhanam kim phalatn ko data ko bhoktd ityddi-tupah. Ibid. 
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attachment to worldly things stands in the way of extension of 
God’s grace; it can be removed by abnegating the fruits of karma . 
The emancipation that has been spoken of before as a result of 


bhakti is to be interpreted as the three-fold Sevdphala, superior, 
middling and inferior, viz., a-taukika-sdmarthya ( uttama-seva - 


phala ), sayujya (madhyama-sevaphala) and bhajanopayogi deha 
( adhama-seva-phala) h 

Topics of Vallabha Vedanta as explained 


by Vallabha’s followers. 


A number of papers, which deserve some notice, were written 
by the followers of Vallabha on the various topics of the Vedanta. 
According to the Bhdgavata-purcina (nr. 7, io~-n), as interpreted 
by Vallabha in his Subodhini , error is regarded as wrong attribu¬ 
tion of a quality or character to an entity to which it does not 
belong 2 . Taking his cue from Vallabha, Balakrsna Bhat^a (otherwise 
called Dallu Bhatta) tries to evolve a philosophic theory of illusion 
according to the Vallabha school. He says that in the first instance 
there is a contact of the eye (as associated with the manas) with the 
conch-shell, and thereby there arises an indeterminate knowledge 
(sdmdnyajndna) } which is prior to doubt and other specific cogni¬ 
tions; this indeterminate cognition rouses the sattvaguna of the 
buddhi and thereby produces right knowledge. It is therefore said 
in the Sarvanirnaya that buddhi as associated with sattva is to be 
regarded as pramdna. In the Bhdgavata (itn 26. 30) doubt, error, 
definite knowledge, memory and dream are regarded as states of 
buddhi ; so the defining character of cognition is to be regarded as 
a function of buddhi . Thus it is the manas and the senses that pro¬ 
duce indeterminate knowledge, which later on becomes differen¬ 
tiated through the function of buddhi . When through the tamas 
quality of rndyd the buddhi is obscured, the conch-shell with which 
the senses are in contact is not perceived; the buddhi , thus obscured, 
produces the notion of silver by its past impression of silver, roused 
by the shining characteristic of the conch-shell, which is similar to 

1 bhakti-mdrge sevdyd uttama-madhyama-sadharanadhikdrakramena etat 
phala-trayam eva, no makf&dtfr. HarirajVs commentary on Sevdphala , sloka 6. 

2 yathd jale candramasah pratibirnbitasya tena jalena krto gunah kampadi - 
dharmah asanno vidyamdno mithyaiva drsyate na vastutakandrasya evam 
andlmano dehader dharmo janma-bandha~duhkhddirilpo dra§tur dttnano jlvasyci 
na Uvarasya . Subodhini , m. 7. u. 
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Topics of Valldbha Vedanta 

silver. In the Sankara school of interpretation the false silver is 
created on the conch-shell, which is obscured by avidya. The silver 
of the conch-shell-silver is thus an objective creation, and as such 
a relatively real object with which the visual sense comes in contact. 
According to Vallabha the conch-shell-silver is a mental creation 
of the buddhi l . The indefinite knowledge first produced by the 
contact of the senses of the manas is thus of the conch-shell, conch- 
shell-silver being a product of the buddhi-, in right knowledge the 
buddhi takes in that which is grasped by the senses. This view of 
illusion is called anyakhyati, i.e., the apprehension of something 
other than that with which the sense was in contact. The Sankara 
interpretation of illusion is false; for, if there was a conch-shell- 
silver created by the maya, it is impossible to explain the notion of 
conch-shell; for there is nothing to destroy the conch-shell-silver 
which would have been created. The conch-shell-silver having 
obscured the conch-shell and the notion of conch-shell-silver not 
being destructible except without the notion of the conch-shell, 
nothing can explain how the conch-shell-silver may be destroyed. 
If it is suggested that the conch-shell-silver is produced by maya 
and destroyed by maya , then the notion of world-appearances 
produced by maya may be regarded as destructible by maya , and 
no effort can be made for the attainment of right knowledge. 
According to Vallabha the world is never false; it is our buddhi 
which creates false notions, which may be regarded as intermediate 
creation (antaraliki). In the case of transcendental illusion—when 
the Brahman is perceived as the manifold world—there is an 
apprehension of Him as being, which is of an indefinite nature. 
It is this being which is associated with characters and appearances, 
e.g., the jug and the pot, which are false notions created by buddhi. 
These false notions are removed when the defects are removed, and 
not by the intuition of the locus of the illusion; the intellectual 
creation of a jug and a. pot may thus be false, though this does not 
involve the denial of a jug or a pot in the actual world 2 . So the 
notion of world-creation and world-destruction are false notions 
created by us. Th ejiva, being a part of God, is true; it is false only 


1 tad idarn bauddham eva rajatam buddhyd visayi-kriyate. na tu samanya- 
jnane cak§ur-vi$ayl-hhutam iti vivekah. Vadavali , p. 3, 

2 atrapi bauddha eva ghato mithyd , na tu prapancdntar-vartlti ni§kar$ak. 
Ibid . p. 6. 
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in so far as it is regarded as the subject of the cycle of birth and 
rebirth. The falsity of the reality of the world thus depends on the 
manner in which it is perceived 1 ; so, when one perceives the world 
and knows it as Brahman, his intellectual notion of the real diversity 
of the world vanishes, though the actually perceived world may 
remain as it is 2 . The creation of mdyd is thus not external, but 
internal. The visible world, therefore, as such is not false; only the 
notion of it as an independent reality, apart from God, is false. The 
word mdyd is used in two senses, as the power of God to become 
all, and as the power of delusion; and the latter is a part of the 
former. 

Purusottama, however, gives a different interpretation in his 
Khyativdda. He says that the illusion of conch-shell-silver is pro¬ 
duced by the objective and the external projection of knowledge as 
a mental state through the instrumentality of mdyd; the mental 
state thus projected is intuited as an object 3 . This external projec¬ 
tion is associated with the rising of older impressions. It is wrong 
to suppose that it is the self which is the basis of illusion; for the 
self is the basis of self-consciousness and in the perception of the 
conch-shell-silver no one has the notion “I am silver.” 

Speaking against the doctrine of the falsity of the world, 
Giridhara Gosvamx says in his Prapancavada that the illusoriness of 
the world cannot be maintained. If the falsity of the perceived 
world is regarded as its negation in past, present and future, then 
it could not have been perceived at all; if this negation be of the 
nature of atyantabhdva, then, since that concept is dependent on 
the existence of the thing to be negated and since that thing also 
does not exist, the negation as atyantabhdva does not exist either. 
If the negation of the world means that it is a fabrication of illusion, 
then again there are serious objections; an illusion is an illusion 
only in comparison with a previous right knowledge; when no 
comparison with a previous right, knowledge is possible, the world 
cannot be an illusion. 

1 tathd ca siddhaifi vi$ayatf 2 -vaisi?tyena prapancasya satyatvam mithydtvan- 
£ a. evam svamate prapancasya paramdrthika-vicdre brahmdtmakatvena satyatvam. 

Vadavali , p. 8. 

3 taihdtm caksuh-samyukta-prapanca-visayake brahmatva-jndne utpanne 
bauddha eva prapanco naiyati. na tu cak$ur~grhfto*yam ity arthah , Ibid. p. 8, 

» atah sukti~rajatadi~sthale mdyaya btMh-kfipta-buddhi-vrtti-rUpmji jndnam 
eva arthdkdrma khydyata ili mantavyam. Ibid . p. 121. 
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If the nature of the world be regarded as due to avidyd, one may 
naturally think, to whom does the avidyd belong? Brahman 
(according to the Sankarites) being qualityless, avidyd cannot be a 
quality of Brahman. Brahman Himself cannot be avidyd , because 
avidyd is the cause of it. If avidyd is regarded as obscuring the 
right knowledge of anything, then the object of which the right 
knowledge is obscured must be demonstrated. Again, the 
Sahkarites hold that the jiva is a reflection of Brahman on avidyd. 

If that is so, then the qualities of the jiva are due to avidyd as the 
impurities of a reflection are due to the impurity of the mirror. 

If that is so, th sjiva being a product of the avidyd , the latter cannot 
belong to the former. In the Vallabha view the illusion of the 
individual is due to the will of God. 

Again, the avidyd of the Sankarites is defined as different from 
being and non-being; but no such category is known to anybody, 
because it involves self-contradiction. Now the Sankarites say that 
the falsity of the world consists in its indefinableness; in reality this 
is not falsity—if it were so, Brahman Himself would have been 
false. The iruti texts say that He cannot be described by speech, 
thought or mind. It cannot be said that Brahman can be defined 
as being; for it is said in the text that He is neither being nor non- 
being ( na sat tan ncisad ity ncyate ). Again, the world cannot be 
regarded as transformation ( vikdra ); for, if it is a vikdra , one must 
point out that of which it is a vikdra ; it cannot be of Brahman, 
because Brahman is changeless; it cannot be of anything else, since 
everything except Brahman is changeable. 

In the Vallabha view the world is not false, and God is regarded 
as the sarnavdyi and nimitta-kdrana of it, as has been described 
above. Samavdyi-kdrana is conceived as pervading all kinds of 
existence, just as earth pervades the jug; but, unlike the jug, there 
is no transformation or change ( vikdra ) of God, because, unlike the 
earth, God has will. The apparent contradiction, that the world 
possessed of quality and characters cannot be identified with 
Brahman, is invalid, because the nature of Brahman can only be 
determined from the scriptural texts, and they unquestionably 
declare that Brahman has the power of becoming everything. 

In the Bhedabheda-svarupa-nirnaya Purusottama says that 
according to the satkdryavdda view of the Vedanta all things are 
existent in the Brahman from the beginning. The jivas also, being 
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farts of God, exist in Him. The difference between the causal 
and the effect state is that in the latter certain qualities or characters 
become manifest. The duality that we perceive in the world does 
not contradict monism; for the apparent forms and characters 
which are mutually different cannot contradict their metaphysical 
character of identity with God 1 . So Brahman from one point of 
view may be regarded as partless, and from another point of view 
as having parts. 

There is a difference, however, between the prapanca and the 
manifold world and samara, the cycle of births and rebirths. By 
the concept of samsdra we understand that God has rendered 
Himself into effects and the jivas and the notion of their specific 
individuality as performers of actions and enjoyers of experience. 
Such a notion is false; there is in reality no cause and effect, no 
bondage and salvation, everything being of the nature of God. This 
idea has been explained in Vallabha Gosvami’s Prapanca-samsdra- 
bheda. Just as the sun and its rays are one and the same, so the 
qualities of God are dependent upon Him and identical with Him; 
the apparent contradiction is removed by the testimony of the 
scriptural texts 2 . 

Regarding the process of creation Purusottama, after refuting 
the various views of creation, says that Brahman as the identity of 
sat, at, and ananda manifests Himself as these qualities and thereby 
differentiates Himself as the power of being, intelligence and action, 
and He is the delusive mdyd. These differentiated qualities show 
themselves as different; they produce also the notion of difference 
in the entities with which they are associated and express them¬ 
selves in definite forms. Though they thus appear as different, they 
are united by God’s will. The part, as being associated with the 
power of action, manifests itself as matter. When the power of 
intelligence appears as confused it is the jiva 3 4 . From the point of 
view of the world the Brahman is the vivartakarana ; from the point 
of view of the self-creation of God, it is parindma i , 

1 snti-dahiyam jagad-brahmanoh karya-karana-bhavaj jagajfivayor am$amsi- 
bhavac ca upacariko bhavan ndpi na vcistavabhedam nihanti. tenedanlm api 
bheda~sahi$nur eva'bhcdah. Vadavali , p. 20, 

2 vadakatha of Gope^varasvami in Vadavali, p. 31. 

3 See Puru§ottama’s Sr$pibhedavada, p. 115, 

4 evam ca antard-systim prati vivartopdddnatvam atma-srptim prati paritta- 
myupdddnatvam brahmanah, Ibid. p. 113. 
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Vitthala's Interpretation of Vallabha’s Ideas. 

Vitthala, the son of Vallabha, wrote an important treatise called 
Vidvanmandana upon which there is a commentary, the Suvarna- 
sUtra , by Purusottama. The central ideas of this work may now be 
detailed. 

There are many Upanisadic texts which declare that Brahman 
is without any determinate qualities (nirvisesa) and there are others 
which say that He is associated with determinate qualities, i.e., He 
is savisesa. The upholders of the former view say that the gtinas or 
dkarmas which are attributed by the other party must be admitted 
by them as having a basis of existence somewhere. This basis must 
be devoid of qualities, and this qualityless being cannot be re¬ 
pudiated by texts which declare the Brahman to be endowed with 
qualities; for the latter can only be possible on the assumption of 
the former, or in other words the former is the upajivya of the 
latter. It may, however, be argued that the iruti texts which declare 
that the Brahman is qualityless do so by denying the qualities; the 
qualities then may be regarded as primary, as the ascertainment of 
the qualityless is only possible through the denial of the qualities. 
The reply is that, since the iruti texts emphasize the qualityless, the 
attempt to apprehend the qualityless through qualities implies 
contradiction; such a contradiction would imply the negation of 
both quality and qualityless and lead us to nihilism (iunya-vada). 
If, again, it is argued that the denial of qualities refers only to 
ordinary mundane qualities and not to those qualities which are 
approved by the Vedas, then there is also a pertinent objection; for 
the iruti texts definitely declare that the Brahman is absolutely 
unspeakable, indefinable. But it may further be argued that, if 
Brahman be regarded as the seat of certain qualities which are 
denied of it, then also such denial would be temporarily qualified 
and not maintained absolutely. A jug is black before being burnt 
and, when it is burnt, it is no longer black, but brown. The reply 
proposed is that the qualities are affirmed of Brahman as con¬ 
ditioned and denied of Brahman as unconditioned. When one's 
heart becomes pure by the worship of the Brahman as conditioned 
he understands the nature of Brahman as unconditioned. It is for 
the purpose of declaring the nature of such a Brahman that the 
texts declare Him to be qualityless: they declare Him to be endowed 
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qualities when He is conditioned by avidya. To this Vitthala 
says that, if Brahman is regarded as the Lord of the world, He 
cannot be affirmed as qualityless. It cannot be argued that these 
qualities are affirmed of Brahman as conditioned by avidya ; for, 
since both Brahman and avidya are beginningless, there would be 
a continuity of creation; the creation, being once started by avidya 
would have nothing else to stop it. In the Vedantic text it is the 
Brahman associated with will that is regarded as the cause of the 
world; other qualities of Brahman may be regarded as proceeding 
from His will. In the Sankarite view, according to which the will 
proceeds from the conditioned Brahman, it is not possible to state 
any reason for the different kinds of the will. If it is said that the 
appearance of the different kinds of will and qualities is the very 
nature of the qualities of the conditioned, then there is no need to 
admit a separate Brahman. It is therefore wrong to suppose that 
Brahman exists separately from the gums of which He is the seat 
through the conditions. In the Brahmaputra also, immediately after 
launching into an enquiry about Brahman, Badarayana defines His 
nature as that from which the creation and destruction of the world 
has proceeded; the Brahmaputra , however, states that such creative 
functions refer only to a conditioned Brahman. It is wrong to say 
that, because it is difficult to explain the nature of pure Brahman, 
the Brahmaputra first speaks of the creation of the world and then 
denies it; for the world as such is perceived by all, and there is no 
meaning in speaking of its creation and then denying it—it is as if 
one said “My mother is barren”. If the world did not exist, it would 
not have appeared as such* It cannot be due to vdsand ; for, if the 
world never existed, there would be no experience of it and no 
vdsand . Vdsand also requires other instruments to rouse it, and 
there is no such instrument here. 

It cannot be said that the avidya belongs to the jtvas, because 
the jtvas are said to be identical with Brahman and the observed 
difference to be due to false knowledge. If knowledge destroys 
avidya , then the avidya of the jiva ought to be destroyed by the 
avidya underlying it. Again, if the world is non-existent, then its 
cause, the avidya , ought also to be non-existent. What is jiva} 
It cannot be regarded as a reflection of Brahman; for only that 
which has colour can have reflection; it is not the formless sky that 
is reflected in the sky, but the rays of the sun hovering above. 
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loreover, avidya is all-pervasive as Brahman: how can there be 
reflection? Again such a theory of reflection would render all our 
moral efforts false, and emancipation, which is their result, must 
also be false; for the means by which it is attained is very false. 
Moreover, if the Vedas themselves are false, as mere effects of 
avidya, it is wrong to suppose that the nature of Brahman as 
described by them is true. Again, in the case of reflections there 
are true perceivers who perceive the reflection; the reflected images 
cannot perceive themselves. But in the case under discussion there 
are no such perceivers. If the Paramatman be not associated with 
avidya , He cannot perceive the jivas , and if He is associated with 
avidya , He has the same status as the jivas. Again, there 13 no one 
who thinks that jwa is a reflection of the Brahman on the antah- 
katana; upon such a view, since the jwanmukta has an antahkarana, 
he cannot be a jwamnukta. If thejiva is a reflection on avidya , then 
the jivamnukta whose avidya has been destroyed can no longer have 
a body. Since everything is destroyed by knowledge, why should 
there be a distinction in the case of the prarabdha karma ? Even 
if by the prarabdha karma the body may continue to exist, there 
ought not to be any experience. When one sees a snake his body 
shakes even when the snake is removed; this shaking is due to 
previous impressions, but prarabdha karma has no such past 
impressions, and so it ought to be destroyed by knowledge; the 
analogy is false. It is therefore proved that the theory of the jwa 
as reflection is false. 

There is another interpretation of the Sankara Vedanta, in which 
it is held that the appearance of the jwa as existing separate from 
Brahman is a false notion; impelled by this false notion people are 
engaged in various efforts for self-improvement 1 . On this explana¬ 
tion too it is difficult to explain how the erroneous apprehension 
arises and to whom it belongs. The jiva himself, being a part of 
the illusion, cannot be a perceiver of it, nor can the nature of the 
relation of the avidya and the Brahman be explained; it cannot be 
contact, because both avidya and Brahman are self-pervasive; it 
cannot be illusory, since there is no illusion prior to illusion; it cannot 

1 asmin pak?e jlvasya vasiuto brakmatve bheda-bkatiasya jlva-padavacyatdydi 
ca duftatvcim na tu svarupdtirekatvam na vd moksasya apurusdrthatvam na vd 
paralaukika-prayatna-pratirodhah. Purusottama’s Swvarna-sutra on Vidvcm- 
matidana , p. 37. 
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^^bertmique, since in that case even an emancipated person may have 
an error. Again, if avidyd and its relation are both beginningless 
and jiva be also beginningless, then it is difficult to determine 
whether avidyd created jiva or jiva created avidyd . 

It must therefore be assumed that the bondage of the jivas or 
their existence as such is not beginningless. Their bondage is 
produced by avidyd, which is a power of God, and which operates 
only with reference to those jivas whom God wishes to bind. For 
this reason we have to admit a number of beings, like snakes and 
others, who were never brought under the binding power of 
avidyd\ All things appear and disappear by the grace of God as 
manifesting (dvirbhdva) and hiding ( tirobhdva ). The power of 
manifesting is the power by which things are brought within the 
sphere of experience (anubhava-visayatva-yogyatdvirbhdvah), and 
the power of hiding is the power by which things are so obscured 
that they cannot be experienced ( tad-avisaya-yogya tdtirobhavah). 
Things therefore exist even when they are not perceived; in the 
ordinary sense existence is defined as the capacity of being per¬ 
ceived, but in a transcendental sense things exist in God even when 
they are not perceived. According to this view all things that 
happened in the past and all that may happen in the future—all 
these exist in God and are perceived or not perceived according to 
j His will 2 . 

The jiva is regarded as a part of God; this nature of jiva can 
j be realized only on the testimony of the scriptures. Being a part 
of God, it has not the fullness of God and therefore cannot be as 
omniscient as He. The various defects of the jiva are due to God’s 
will: thus, in order that the jiva may have a diversity of experience, 
God has obscured His almighty power in him and for securing his 
moral efforts He has associated him with bondage and rendered him 
independent. It is by obscuring His nature as pure bliss that the 
part of God appears as the jiva . We know that the followers of 
Madhva also regard the jivas as parts of God; but according to them 
they are distinct from Him, and the identity of the Brahman and 
the jiva is only in a remote sense. According to the Nimbarkas 

1 yad-bandhane tadAccha tam eva sa badhnati. Punisottama’s Suvarna-sUtra , 
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* asmin kale asmin dese idant kdryam idarn bkavatu iti icchd-vimya tv am 
dvir-bhavah tada tatra tat ma bkavatu iti icchd-vi§ayatvain tirobhdvah. Ibid, 
p. 56. 
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''Jivas i ire different from God, and are yet similar to Him: they too 
regard jivas as God’s parts, but emphasize the distinctness of the 
iivas as well as their similarity to Him. According to Ramanuja 
God holds the jivas Within Himself and by His will dominates all 
their functions, by expanding or contracting the nature of the 
jiva's knowledge. According to Bhaskara jiva is naturally identical 
with God, and it is only through the limiting conditions that he 
appears as different from Him. According to Vijnana-bhiksu, 
though the jivas are eternally different from God, because they 
share His nature they are indistinguishable from Him 1 . 

But the Vallabhas hold that the jivas, being parts of God, are 
one with Him; they appear as jivas through His function as 
avirbhava and tirobhdva, by which certain powers and qualities that 
exist in God are obscured in the jiva and certain other powers are 
manifested. The manifestation of matter also is by the same process; 
in it the nature of God as intelligence is obscured and only His 
nature as being is manifested. God’s will is thus the fundamental 
determinant of both jiva, and matter. This also explains the diversity 
of power and character in different individuals, which is all due to 
the will of God. But in such a view there is a serious objection; for 
good and bad karmas would thus be futile. The reply is that Godi 
having endowed the individual with diverse capacities and powers 
for his own self-enjovment, holds within His mind such a scheme 
of actions and their fruits that whoever will do such actions will be 
given such fruits. He does so only for His own self-enjoyment in 
diverse ways. The law of karma is thus dependent on God and is 
dominated by Him 2 . Vallabha, however, says that God has ex¬ 
plained the goodness and badness of actions in the scriptures. 
Having done so, He makes whoever is bent upon following a 
particular course of conduct do those actions. Jiva's will is the 
cause of the karma that he does; the will of the person is determined 
by his past actions; but in and through them all God’s will is the 
ultimate dispenser. It is here that one distinguishes the differences 
between the tnaryadd-marga and the pusti-mdrga : the maryada- 

1 jlvanam nilya-bhinnatvam anglkrtya avibhdga-lakfanam anglkrtya sajd- 
tiyatve sati avibhaga-pratiyogitvam amiatnani tad-anuyogitvarfi ca arfisitvam. 
Suvarna-sBtra, p. 85. 

2 krldaiva muktyd anyat sarvam upasarjanlbhiltam tathd ca tadapcksyd 
bhagavati vicitra-rasanubhavartham evam yah karifyati torn evam karisyamlti 
svayam eva kdryddau cakara. Vidvan-mandana, p. 91. 
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{a is satisfied that in the original dispensation certain karmas 
should be associated with certain fruits, and leaves the individual 
to act as he pleases; but the pusti-marga makes the playful activity 
of God the cause of the individual’s efforts and also of the law of 
karma 1 . 

The Upanisad says that, just as sparks emanate from fire, so the 
jlvas have emanated from Brahman. This illustration shows that 
the jlvas are parts of God, atomic in nature, that they have 
emanated from Him and may again merge in Him. This merging 
in God (Brahma-bhdva) means that, when God is pleased, He mani¬ 
fests His blissful nature as well as His powers in the jlva 2 . At the 
time of emancipation the devotees merge in God, become one with 
Him, and do not retain any separate existence from Him, At the 
time of the incarnation of God at His own sweet will He may in¬ 
carnate those parts of Him which existed as emancipated beings 
merged in Him. It is from this point of view that the emancipated 
beings may again have birth 3 . 

It is objected that the jlvas cannot be regarded as atomic in 
nature, because the Upanisads describe them as all-pervasive. 
Moreover, if the jlvas are atomic in nature, they would not be 
conscious in all parts of the body. The analogy of the sandal-paste, 
which remaining in one place makes the surrounding air fragrant, 
does not hold good; for the surrounding fragrance is due to the 
presence of minute particles. This cannot be so with the souls; 
consciousness, being a quality of the soul, cannot operate unless the 
soul-substance is present there. The analogy of the lamp and its 
rays is also useless; the lamp has no pervasive character; for the 


1 acdryas tn yathd putmm yatamdna-valam vd padartha-gima-dosau varnayan 
apt yaUprayatnahhinivesam pasyati tathaiva kdrayati. phala ~ddndrtha?fi srutau 

karmapeksd-kathandt phaladane karmdpeksah karma-karane jiva-Urta-prayatna- 
peksah , prciyatne tat-karmapeksah, svargadi-kdnie ca lokapravdhapeksah kdraya ~ 
tlti na brahmano do$agandho\pi, na caivam anlsvaratvam. marydddmdrgasya 
tathaiva nirmdndt. yatra tvanyathd tatra pu§ti-mdrgdnglkara itydhuh. ayamopi 
paksah svakvtamaryddayd eva hetutvena kathandn maryadakarane ca krldeccham 
fte hetvantarasya sambhavad asrnaduktdnndtiricyate. Vidvan-mandana y p. 92. 

3 brahma-bhavasca bhagavad-ukta-sadhanakaranena santustdt bhagavata 
dnanda-prakaiyat svaguna-svarupativaryadi-prakatydc ceti jfieyam .,.. Ibid. p. 96. 

3 mokse jlva-brahmanor abhinnatvad abhxnnasvabhdvenaiva nirupandd 

ityarthah. tenadi-madhydvasdnesu suddha-brahmana evopaddnatvat _ svdvata- 

rasamaye hridartham saksad yogyds ta eva hhavantlti tdnapy avatar ay atiti 
punarnirgama-yogyatvam , idameva } muktdmipasrpya xyapadesadithutrenoktam .... 
mukta api llld-vigraham krtvd bhajanti ili. Ibid. p. 97. 
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Vitthala's Interpretation of Vallabha's Ideas 

tion is due to the presence of minute light-particles. To 
this Vitthala replies that Badarayana himself describes the nature 
of the jtvas as atomic. The objection that qualities cannot operate 
in the absence of the substance is not valid either. Even the 
Naiyayikas admit that the relation of samavdya may exist without 
the relata. The objection that the fragrance of a substance is due 
to the presence of minute particles of it is not valid; for a piece 
of musk enclosed in a box throws its fragrance around it, and in 
such, cases there is no possibility for the minute particles of the 
musk to come out of the box; even when one touches garlic, the 
smell is not removed even by the washing of the hand. It must 
therefore be admitted that the smell of a substance may occupy a 
space larger than the substance itself. There are others who think 
that the soul is like fire, which is associated with heat and light, the 
heat and light being comparable to consciousness; they argue that, 
being of the nature of consciousness, the soul cannot be atomic. 

This is also invalid; for the Upanisad texts declare that knowledge 
is a quality of the soul, and it is not identical with it. Even heat and 
light are not identical with fire; through the power of certain gems 
and mantras the heat of the fire may not be felt; warm water 
possesses heat, though it has no illumination. Moreover, the 
Upanisad texts definitely declare the passage of the soul into the 
body, and this can only be possible if the soul is atomic. The objec¬ 
tion that these texts declare the identity of souls with Brahman 
cannot be regarded as repudiating the atomic nature of the jtvas; 
because this identification is based on the fact that the qualities of 
knowledge or intuition that belong to the jtvas are really the quali¬ 
ties of God. Thtjfpas come out of Brahman in their atomic nature 
and Brahman manifests His qualities in them, so that they may ] 
serve Him. The service of God is thus the religion of man; being ; 
pleased with it God sometimes takes man within Himself, or at 
other times, when He extends His highest grace, He keeps him near 
Himself to enjoy the sweet emotion of his service 1 . 

The Sahkarites think that Brahman is indeterminate ( nirviksa ) 
and that all determination is due to avidya . This view is erroneous; 

1 ala eva sahaja-hari~da$ya-tadamiahmxa brahma-svarupasya ca nijanisarga - 
prabku-srlgokula-ndtha-carana-kamala-cidsyam eva sva-dharmah . tena cdtisam- 
tustah svayam prakatlbhuya nija-gundms tasmai dattd svasmin pravesayati 
svarUpdnanddnubhavdrtham . athavd*tyanugrahe nikate sthdpayati tato'dhika - 
rasa-ddsya-karanartham iti . Ibid. p. no 
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Torthe supposed avidya cannot belong to th ejivas; if it did, it could 
not affect the nature of Brahman. Nor can it belong to Brahman, 
because Brahman, being pure knowledge, is destructive of all 
amdyd; again, if the avidya belonged to the Brahman from be¬ 
ginningless time, there would be no nirvisesa Brahman. It must 
therefore be admitted that Brahman possesses the power of know¬ 
ledge and action and that these powers are natural to and identical 
with Him. Thus God, in association with His powers, is to be 
regarded as both determinate and indeterminate; the determinate 
forms of Brahman are, however, not to be regarded as different 
from Brahman or as characters of Him; they are identical with 
Brahman Himself 1 . 

If maya is regarded as the power of Brahman, then Vallabha is 
prepared to admit it; but, if maya is regarded as something unreal, 
then he repudiates the existence of such a category. All knowledge 
and all delusion come from Brahman, and He is identical with so- 
called contradictory qualities. If a separate maya is admitted, one 
may naturally enquire about its status. Being unintelligent (jada), 
it cannot of itself be regarded as the agent ( kartr ); if it is dependent 
on God, it can be conceived only as an instrument—but, if God is 
naturally possessed of infinite powers, He cannot require any such 
inanimate instrument. Moreover, the Upanisads declare that 
Brahman is pure being. If we follow the same texts, Brahman can¬ 
not be regarded as associated with qualities in so far as these gunas 
can be considered as modifications of the qualities of sattva, rajas 
and tamas. It is therefore to be supposed that the maya. determines 
or modifies the nature of Brahman into His determinate qualities. 
To say that the manifestation of maya is effected by the will of God 
is objectionable too; for, if God’s will is powerful in itself, it need 
not require any upadhi or condition for effecting its purpose. In 
reality it is not possible to speak of any difference or distinction 
between God and His qualities. 

1 brahmanyapi mnrtamurtarUpe sarvatah veditavye evam tvanena prakaretia 
vcditavye brahmana ete rape iti; kintu brahmaiva Hi veditavye. Vidvan- 
mandana , p. 138. 
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Life of Vallahha (1481-1533) 

Life of Vallabha (148X--X533). 

Vallabha was born in the lineage of Yajnanarayana Bhatta; his 
great-grandfather was Gangadhara Bhatta, his grandfather Ganapati 
Bhatta, and his father Laksmana Bhatta. It is said that among them¬ 
selves they performed one hundred somaydgas (soma sacrifices). 
The family was one of Telugu Brahmins of South India, and the 
village to which they belonged was known as Kamkar Khamlh; his 
mother’s name was Jllamagaru. Giasenapp, following N. G. Ghosh’s 
sketch of Vallabhacarya, gives the date of his birth as a.d. 1479; 
but all the traditional accounts agree in holding that he was born in 
Pamparanya, near Benares, in Samvat 1535 (a.d. 1481), in the month 
of Vaisdkha , on the eleventh lunar day of the dark fortnight. About 
the time of his birth there is some discrepancy of opinion; but it 
seems very probable that it was the early part of the night, when the 
Scorpion was on the eastern horizon. He was delivered from the 
womb in the seventh month underneath a tree, when Laksmana 
Bhatta was fleeing from Benares on hearing of the invasion of that 
city by the Moslems; he received initiation from his father in his 
eighth year, and was handed over to Visnucitta, with whom he 
began his early studies. His studies of the Yedas were carried on 
under several teachers, among were them Trirammalaya, Andhana- 
rayanadiksita and Madhavayatmdra. All these teachers belonged 
to the Madhva sect. After his father’s death he went out on 
pilgrimage and began to have many disciples, Damodara, Sambhu, 
Svabhu, Svayambhu and others. Hearing of a disputation in the 
court of the king of Vidyanagara in the south, he started for the 
place with his disciples, carrying the Bhdgavata-purdna and the 
symbolic stone (Mlagrama sila) of God with him. The discussion 
was on the problem of the determinate nature of Brahman; 
Vallabha, being of the Visnusvami school, argued on behalf of 
the determinate nature of Brahman, and won after a protracted 
discussion which lasted for many days. He met here Vyasa-tlrtha, 
the great Madhva teacher. From Vidyanagara he moved towards 
Pampa and from there to the Rsyamukha hill, from there to 
Kamakasm, from there to Kanci, from there to Cidambaram 
and from there to RameSvaram, Thence he turned northwards 
and, after passing through many places, came to Mahisapurl and 
was well received by the king of that place; from there he came 
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lolukkota (otherwise called Yadavadri). From there he 
went to Udipi, and thence to Gokama, from where he again 
came near Vidyanagara (Vijayanagara) and was well received 
by the king. Then he proceeded to Pandurahga, from there to 
Nasik, then by the banks of the Reva to Mahismatl, from there to 
Visala, to a city on the river Vetravati to Dhalalagiri, and from there 
to Mathura. Thence he went to Vrndavana, to Siddhapura, to the 
Arhatpattana of the Jains, to Vrddhanagara, from there to Visva- 
nagara. From Vkvanagara he went to Guzerat and thence to the 
mouth of the river Sindh through Bharuch. From there he pro¬ 
ceeded to Bhamksetra, Kapilaksetra, then to Prabhasa and Raivata, 
and then to Dvaraka. From there he proceeded to the Punjab by 
the banks of the river Sindh. Here he came to Kuruksetra, from 
there to Hardwar and to Hrslkesa, to Gangottri and Yamunottri. 
After returning to Hardwar he went to Kedara and Badarikairama. 
He then came down to Kanauj, then to the banks of the Ganges, 
to Ayodhya and Allahabad, thence to Benares. From there he 
came to Gaya and Vaidyarmtha, thence to the confluence of the 
Ganges and the sea. He then came to Puri. From there he went 
to Godavari, proceeded southwards and came again to Vidya¬ 
nagara. Then he proceeded again to Dv&raka through the Kathia- 
wad country; from there he came to Puskara, thence again to 
Brndavana and again to Radarikasrama. He then came again to 
Benares; after coming again to the confluence of the Ganges he 
returned to Benares, where he married Maha-laksmi, the daughter 
of Devanna Bhatta. After marriage he started again for Vaidyanatha 
and from there he again proceeded to Dvaraka, thence again to 
Radarikasrama; from there he came to Brndavana. He again 
returned to Benares. He then came to Brndavana. From there he 
came to Benares, where he performed a great somayaga . Plis son 
Vitthalanatha was bom in 1518 when he was in his thirty- 
seventh year, For his later life he renounced the world and became 
a sannyasin . He died in 1533. tie is said to have written eighty- 
four works and had eighty-four principal disciples. 
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Works of Vallabha and his Disciples. 

Of the eighty-four books (including small tracts) that Vallabha 
is said to have written we know only the following; Antahkarana - 
prabodha and commentary, Acdrya-karika, Anandadhikarana > Aryd, 
Ekdnta-rahasya, Krsndsraya , CatuMlokibhagavata-tikd , Jalabheda , 
yaiminisutra-bh<kya-mimdmd> Tatlvadipa (or more accurately 
Tattvarthadipa and commentary), Trividhaltldndmdvali , Navaratna 
and commentary, Nibandha , Nirodha~laksana and Vivrti , Patrava- 
lambana, Padya , Paritydga y Parivrddhdstaka y Purusottamasahasra - 
ndma y Pusti-pravdha-marydddbheda and commentary, Piirva- 
mirnanisd~karika y Premdmrta and commentary, Praudhacaritandma , 
Bdlacaritandman y Balabodha , Bmhma-sutranubhdsya , Bhakti ~ 
vardhini and commentary, Bhakti-siddhanta, Bhagavad-gitd-bhd$ya y 
Bhdgavata-tattvadfpa and commentary, Bhdgavata-purdna-ttkd 
Subodhini , Bhdgavata~purdna~dammaskandhdnukramanikd y Bhdga - 
vata~purdna-pancamaskandha~tikd y Bhagavata-purdna-ikadasaskan - 
dhdrthanirupana-kdrikd y Bhdgavatasdra-samuccaya y Mangalavdda y 
Mathiird-mdhatmya y Madkurastaka , Yamundstaka , Rdjalilandma , 
Vivekadhairydsraya y Vedastutikdrika y Sraddhdprakarana , &rutisara y 
Sannyasanirnaya and commentary, Sarvottamastotra-tippana and 
commentary, Sdksdtpurusottamavdkya y Siddhanta-muktavail, Sid - 
dhdnta-rakasya, Sevdphala-stotra and commentary, Svdminyastaka x . 

The most important of Vallabha’s works are his commentary 
on the Bhdgavata-puvdna (the Subodhini ), his commentary on the 
Rrahma~mtra y and his commentary Prakdsa on his o wn Tattvadipa . 
The Subodhini had another commentary on it called the Subodhini - 
lekha and the Subodhini-yojana-nibandha-yojana; the commentary on 
the Rasapancadhydya was commented upon by Pitambara in the 
Rasapancadhydyi-prakdsa . Vallabha’s commentary on the Brahma - 
the Anubftdsya, had a commentary on it by Purusottama (the 
Bhdsya-praka$a) y another by Giridhara ( Vivarana), another by 
Iccharama (the Brahma-sutranubhasya-pradipa ), and another, the 
Balaprabodhiniy by Sridhara Sarma. There was also another com¬ 
mentary on it, the Anubhasya-nigudhartha-dtpikd by Lalu Bhatta, of 
the seventeenth century; another by Muralidhara, the pupil of 
Vitthala (the Anubkdsya-vydkhyd ), and the Vedanta-candrika by an 




1 See Aufrecht’s Catalogue Catalogorwn, 
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lonymous writer. Vallabha’s own commentary Prakdsa on the 
kdrikds he had written had a commentary on the first part of it, 
the A.varana-bhanga by Pitambaraji Maharaja. The Tattvarthadipa 
is divided into three sections, of which the first, the &dstrdrtha- 
•prakcirantz, contains 105 kdrikds of a philosophical nature; the 
second section, the Sarvanirmya-prakarana , deals with eschatology 
and matters relating to duties; the third, the Bhdgavatdriha- 
prakarana , containing a summary of the twelve chapters of the 
Bhdgavata-purdna , had a commentary on it, also called the 
Avar ana-bhang a, by Purusottamaji Maharaja. There was also 
another commentary on it by Kalyanaraja, which was published in 
Bombay as early as 1888. 

Coming to the small tracts of Vallabha, we may speak first of his 
Sannydsa-nirnay a , which consists of twenty-two verses in which he 
discusses the three kinds of renunciation: the sannydsa of karma- 
mdrga , the sannydsa of jndna-mdrga and the sannydsa of bhakti- 
mdrga. There are at least seven commentaries on it, by Gokulanatha, 
Raghunatha, Gokulotsava, the two Gope^varas, Pumsottarna and 
a later Vallabha. Of these Gokulanatha (1554-1643) was the 
fourth son of Vitthalanatha; he also wrote commentaries on Sri 
Sarvottama-stotra , Vallabhdstaka , Siddhdnta-muktavali , Pmti - 
pravdha-marydda , Siddhanta-rahasya , Catuhsloki , Dhairyydiraya , 
BhaJiti-vardkini and Sevdpkala. He was a great traveller and 
preacher of Vallabha’s views in Guzerat, and did a great deal to 
make the Subodhim commentary of Vallabha popular. Raghunatha, 
the fifth son of Vitthalanatha, was born in 1557; he wrote com¬ 
mentaries on Vallabha’s Sodasa-grantha and also on Vallabhdstaka, 
Madhurdstaka , Bhakti-hamsa and Bhakti-hetu; also a commentary 
on Piirusottama-ndma-sahasra , the Ndma-candrikd , Gokulotsava, 
the younger brother of Kalyanaraja and uncle of Hariraja, was bom 
in 1580; he also wrote a commentary on the Sodasa-grantha . 
Gope&vara, the son of Ghanasyama, was born in 1598; the other 
Gopesvara was the son of Kalyanaraja and the younger brother of 
Hariraja. Purusottama, also a commentator, was born in 1660. 
Vallabha, son of Vitthalaraja, the other commentator, great-great- 
grandson of Raghunatha (the fifth son of Vallabhacarya) was bom 
in 1575, and wrote a commentary on the Anubhasya of Vallabha¬ 
carya. He should be distinguished from the earlier Vallabha, the 
son of Vitthalesvara. 
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Sevdphala of Vallabha is a small tract of eight verses 
which discusses the obstacles to the worship of God and its fruits; 
it was commented upon by Kalyanaraja. He was the son of 
Govindaraja, the second son of Vitthalanatha, and was bom in 
1571; he was the father of Hariraja, and wrote commentaries on 
the Sodasa-grantha and also on the rituals of worship. This work 
was also commented on by Devaldnandana, who was undoubtedly 
prior to Purusottama. One Devakmandana, the son of Raghunatha 
(the fifth son of Vitthalanatha), was bom in 1570; a grandson of 
the same name was bom in 1631. There was also a commentary 
on it by Haridhana, otherwise called Hariraja, who was born in 
1593; he wrote many small tracts. There was another commentary 
on it by Vallabha, the son of Vitthala, There were two other 
Vallabhas—one the grandson of Devakmandana, born in 1619, 
and the other the son of Vitthalaraja, born in 1675; it is probable 
that the author of the commentary of the Sevdphala is the 
same Vallabha who wrote the Subodhinhkkha. There are other 
commentaries by Purusottama, Gopesa, and Lalu Bhatta, a Telugu 
Brahmin; his other name w r as Balakrsna Diksita. He probably 
lived in the middle of the seventeenth century; he wrote Anubhasya- 
nigudhartha-prakasikd on the Anubhasya of Vallabha and a com¬ 
mentary on the Subodhini (the Subodhini-yojana-mbandha-yojana 
Sevakaumudl ), Nirnaydmava , Prmeya-ratndrnava, and a commen¬ 
tary on the Sodasa-grantha. There is another commentary by Jaya- 
gopala Bhatta, the son of Cintamani Diksita, the disciple of Kalyana¬ 
raja. He wrote a commentary on the Taittiriya Upaniscid , on the 
Knna-karndmrta of Bilvamahgala, and on the Bhakti-vardhim . 
There is also a commentary by Laksmana Bhatta, grandson of 
Srlnatha Bhatta and son of Goplnatha Bhatta, and also two other 
anonymous commentaries. 

Vallabha’s Bhakti-vardhim is a small tract of eleven verses, 
commented upon by Dvarake^a, Giridhara, Balakrsna Bhatta 
(son of the later Vallabha), by Lalu Bhatta, Jayagopala Bhatta, 
Vallabha, Kalyanaraja, Purusottama, Gope£vara, Kalyanaraja 
and Balakrsna Bhatta; there is also another anonymous com¬ 
mentary. 

The Sannyasa-nirnaya , the Sevdphala and the Bhakti-vardhim 
are included in the Sixteen Tracts of Vallabha (the Sodasa-grantha ); 
the others are Yamundstaka , Balabodha , Siddhanta-mukt avail, 
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sfi-pravaha-maryadd, Siddhanta-rahasya, Navaratna , Antah ~ 
karanaprabodha , Vwekadhairyydsraya , Krsnasraya , Catuhsloki , 
Bhakti-vardhiniy Jalabheda and Pancapadya. The Yamunastaka is a 
tract of nine verses in praise of the holy river Yamuna. Bdlabodha 
is a small tract of nineteen verses, in which Vallabha says that 
pleasure (kama) and extinction of sorrow (wofea) are the two 
primarily desirable things in the world; two others, dharma and 
artha , are desirables in a subsidiary manner, because through 
or wealth one may attain dharma , and through dharma one may 
attain happiness. Moksa can be attained by the grace of Vi mu. 
Siddh&nta-muktavalt is a small tract of twenty-one verses dealing 
with bhakti, which emphasize the necessity of abnegating all things 
to God. Pusti -pravaha-marydda is a small tract of twenty-five 
verses, in which Vallabha says that there are five kinds of natural 
defects, due to egotism, to birth in particular countries or times, 
to bad actions and bad associations. These can be removed by 
offering all that one has to God; one has a right to enjoy things after 
dedicating them to God. Navaratna is a tract of nine verses in 
which the necessity of abnegating and dedicating all things to God 
is emphasized. Antahkarana-prabodha is a tract often verses which 
emphasize the necessity of self-inspection and prayer to God for 
forgiveness, and to convince one’s mind that everything belongs to 
God. The Vwekadhairyydsraya is a small tract of seventeen verses. 
It urges us to have full confidence in God and to feel that, if our 
wishes are not fulfilled by Him, there must be some reason known 
to Him; He knows everything and always looks to our welfare. 
It is therefore wrong to desire anything strongly; it is best to leave 
all things to God to manage as He thinks best. The Krsnasraya is 
a tract of eleven verses explaining the necessity of depending in all 
matters on Krsna, the Lord. Catuhsloki is a tract of four verses of 
the same purport. The Bhakli-vardhinl is a tract of eleven verses, 
in which Vallabha says that the seed of the love of God exists in us 
all, only it is obstructed by various causes; when it manifests itself, 
one begins to love all beings in the world; when it grows in in¬ 
tensity it becomes impossible for one to be attached to worldly 
things. When love of God grows to this high intensity, it cannot be 
destroyed. The Jalabheda contains twenty verses, dealing with the 
different classes of devotees and ways of devotion. The Pancapadya 
is a tract of five verses. 
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vitthaladiksita or Vitthalesa (1518-88), the son of Vailabha, is 
said to have written the following works: Avatdra-tdratamya-stotra, 
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Arya , Krsna -prerndmr ta , Gita-govinda-prathamdstapadi-mvrti, 
Goktildstaka y Janmdstamt-nirnaya y yalabheda-tikd y Dhriwapada~t : ika y 
Nama-candrika, Nydsddesavivarana-prabodha , Premdmrta-bhdsya y 
Bhakti-hamsa , Bhakti-hetu-nirnaya, Ehagavuta svatariit at a y Bhaga- 
vadgita-t. dtpary a, Bhagavadgitd-hetu-nirnaya, Bh agavata-taliva - 
dipikdy Bhdgavata-daiama-skandha-'vhrrti) Bhujanga-praydtdstaka , 
Yamundstaka-vivrtiy Rasasanmva , Rdrna-riavamt-nirnaya, Valla- 
bhdstaka , Vidvan-mandana ) Viveka-dhairyyasraya-tikd, Siksa- 


pattra , &rngdrarasa~ mandana, Safpadi , Sannydsa-nirnaya-vivarana y 


Samayapradipa ) Sarvottamastotra with commentary, commentary 
on Siddhanta-muktavail , Sevakaumudt , Svatantralekhana and 
Svamistotra 1 . Of these Vidyd-mandana is the most important; it was 
commented on by Purusottama and has already been noticed above 
in detail. A refutation of the Vidyd-mandana and the Suddhadvaita- 
martanda of Giridhara was attempted in 1868 in a work called 
Sahasraksa by Sadananda, a £>ankarite thinker. This was again refuted 
in the Prabhanjana by Vitthalanatha (of the nineteenth century) and 
there is a commentary on this by Govardhanasarma of the present 
century. From the Sahasraksa we know that Vitthala had studied 
Nyaya in Navadvlpa and the Vedas, the Mtmdmsd and the Brahma- 
sutra , that he had gone to different countries carrying on his 
disputations and conquering his opponents, and that he was re¬ 
ceived with great honour by Svarupasimha of Udaypur. Vitthala’s 
Yamundstakavwrti was commented on by Hariraja; his com-* 
mentary on Vailabha’s Siddhanta-muktavali was commented on by 
Brajanatha, son of Raghunatha. The Madhurdsfaka of Vailabha was 
commented on by Vitthala, and his work was further commented 
on by Ghana^yama. The Madhurdsfaka had other commentaries 
on it, by Hariraja, Balakrsna, Raghunatha and Vailabha. Vitthala 
also wrote commentaries on the Nyasadesa and the Pustipravdha - 
maryddd of Vailabha. His Bhakti-ketu was commented on by 
Raghunatha; in this work Vitthala discusses the possible course of 
the rise of bkakti. He says that there are two principal ways; those 
who follow the maryada-marga follow their duties and attain God 
in course of time, but those who follow the pusti-mdrga depend 
entirely on the grace of God. God’s grace is not conditioned by 

1 See Aufrechts’ Catalogue Catalogorum, 
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"good deeds, such as gifts, sacrifices, etc., or by the performance of 
the prescribed duties. The jivas as such are the natural objects to 
whom God’s grace is extended when He is pleased by good deeds. 
But it is more appropriate to hold that God’s grace is free and inde¬ 
pendent of any conditions; God’s will, being eternal, cannot be 
dependent on conditions originated through causes and effects. 
The opponents’ view—-that by good deeds and by prescribed duties 
performed for God, bhakti is attained, and through bhakti there is 
the grace of God and, through that, emancipation—is wrong; for 
though different persons may attain purity by the performance of 
good deeds, yet some may be endowed with knowledge and others 
with bhakti ; and this difference cannot be explained except on the 
supposition that God’s grace is free and unconditioned. The sup¬ 
position that with grace as an accessory cause the purity of the 
mind produces bhakti is also wrong; it is much better to suppose 
that the grace of God flows freely and does not require the co¬ 
operation of other conditions; for the scriptures speak of the free 
exercise of God’s grace. Those whom God takes in the path of 
maryada attain their salvation in due course through the per¬ 
formance of duties, purity of mind, devotion, etc.; but those to 
whom He extends His special grace are accepted in the path of 
pusfi-bhakti ; they attain bhakti even without the performance of any 
prescribed duties. The prescription of duties is only for those who 
are in the path of maryada ; the inclination to follow either the 
maryada or the pusti path depends on the free and spontaneous 
will of God 1 , so that even in the maryada-marga bhakti is due to 
the grace of God and not to the performance of duties 2 . Vitthala’s 
view of the relation of God’s will to all actions, whether performed 
by us or happening in the course of natural and material causes, 
reminds us of the doctrine of occasionalism, which is more or less 
of the same period as Vitthala’s enunciation of it; he says that 
whatever actions happened, are happening or will happen are 
due to the immediately preceding will of God to that effect; all 
causality is thus due to God’s spontaneous will at the preceding 

1 ye$u jlve$u yatha bhagavadiccha tathaiva tenant pravftter dvasyakatvdt. 
Bhakti-hctu-nirnaya, p. 7. 

2 In the Bhakti-harnsa (p. 56) of Vifthala it is said that bhakti means affection 
(sneha): bhahtipadasya saktih sneha eva. Worship itself is not bhakti, bat may lead 
to it; since bhakti is of the nature of affection, there cannot be any viddhi or 
injunction with reference to it. 
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moment 1 . The causality of so-called causes and conditions, or of 
precedent-negations (prag-abhava), or of the absence of negative 
causes and conditions, is thus discarded; for all these elements are 
effects, and therefore depend upon God’s will for their happening; 
for without that nothing could happen. God’s will is the ultimate 
cause of all effects or happenings. As God’s will is thus the only 
cause of all occurrences or destructions, so it is the sole cause of the 
rise of bhakti in any individual. It is by His will that people are 
associated with different kinds of inclinations, but they work dif¬ 
ferently and that they have or have not bhakti. Vitthala is said to 
have been a friend of Akbar. His other works were commentaries 
on Pusti-pravaha-marydda and Siddhanta-muktavali, Anubhdsya- 
purtti (a commentary on the Anubhdsya), Nibandha-prakdsa, 
Subodhini-tippani (a commentary on the Subodhini), otherwise 
called Sannyasavaccheda. Vallabhacarya’s first son was Gopi- 
nathaji Maharaja, who wrote Sadhanadipaka and other minor 
works, and Vitthala was his second son. Vitthala had seven sons 
and four daughters. 

Pltambara, the great-grandson of Vitthala, the pupil of Vitthala 
and the father of Purusottama, wrote Avataravadcivali, Bhakti- 
rasatvavada, Dravya-suddhi and its commentary, and a com¬ 
mentary on the Pusti-pravaha-marydda. Purusottama was born 
in 1670; he wrote the following books; Subodhini-prakasa (a com¬ 
mentary on the Subodhini commentary of Vallabha on the Bhaga- 
vata-purdna), Upanisad-dipikd, Avarana-bhahga on the Prakasa 
commentary of Vallabha on his Tattvdrtha-dipikd, Prdrthana- 
ratndkara, Bhakti-hamsa-viveka, TJtsam-pratdna, Suvarna-sutra (a 
commentary on the Vidvanamandana) and Sodasa-grantha-vivrti. 
He is said to have written twenty-four philosophical and theological 
tracts, of which seventeen have been available to the present writer, 
viz., Bhedabheda-svarupa-nirnaya, Bhagavat-pratikrti-piljanavdda, 
Srsfi-bheda-vdda, Khydti-vada, Andhakara-vada, Brdhmanatvadi- 
devatadi-vada, Jiva-pratibimbatva-khandana-vada y Avirbhava- 
tirobhava-vada, Pratibimba-vada, Bhaktyutkarsa-vdila, tJrddhva- 
pundra-dharana-vada, Maladharana-vada, Upadcm-visaya-saiikd- 
nirasa-vada, Murti-pujana-vada, Sankha-cakra-dharana-vada. He 

1 yadd yada yat yat kdryyam bhavati bhdvi abhud vd taUtaikdlopddhau 
kramikenaiva tena tena hetund tat tat kdryyam karisye iti tatahpurvam bhagavad - 
icchd asty astd vd iti mantavyam. Jbtd. p. 9. 
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§6 wrote commentaries on Sevdphala, Sannydsa-nirnaya and 
Bhakti-vardhini , the Bhdsya-prakdsa and the Utsava-pratdna „ He 
wrote these commentaries also; Nirodha-laksana , Jalahheda , Panca - 
pddya, and the Tirtha commentary on the Bhakti-hamsa of 
Vitthala on the Siddhdnta-muktavail and the Bala-bodha. He also 
wrote a sub-commentary on Vitthala’s Bhasya on the Gdyatn , a 
commentary on Vallabhdstaka, the Veddnta-karanamdla and the 
Sastrartha-prakarana-nibandha , and a commentary on the GhVI. 
He is said to have written about nine hundred thousand verses* 
and is undoubtedly one of the most prominent members of the 
Vallabha school. 

Murahdhara, the pupil of Vitthala, wrote a commentary on 
Vallabha’s Bhasya called the Bhdsya-tikd\ also the Paratattvdnjana, 
Bhakti-cintdmani, Bhagavanndma-darpana , Bhagavanndma-vai- 
bhava . Vitthala’s great-grandson Vallabha, born in 1648, wrote the 
Subodhim-lekha , a commentary on the Sevdphala , a commentary 
on the Sodasa-grantha, the Gitd-tattva-dipam , and other works. 
GopeSvaraji Maharaja, the son of Kalyanaraja and the great- 
grandson of Vitthala, was bom in 1595, and wrote the Rahni 
commentary on the Prakdsa of Vallabha, the Subodhini-bubhutra - 
bodhinl, and a Hindi commentary on the Siksapatra of Hariraja. 
The other Gope^vara, known also as Yogi Gope£vara, the author 
of Bhakti-martanda, was born much later, in 1781. Giridharji, born 
in 1845, wrote the Bhdsya-vimrana and other works. 

Muralidhara, the pupil of Vitthala, wrote a commentary on 
Vallabha’s Anubhdsya, a commentary on the Sandilya-sutra , the 
Paratattvdiijana , the Rhakti-cintdmani, the Bhagavannama-darpana 
and the Bhagavanndma-mibhava . Raghunatha, born in 1557, 
wrote the commentary Ndma-candrika on Vallabha’s Bhakti-hamsa, 
also commentaries on his Bhakti-hetu-nirnaya and Vallahhdstaka 
(the Bhakti-tarangirii and the Bhakti-hetu-nirnaya-vivrti ). He also 
wrote a commentary on the Purusottama-stotra and the Valla - 
bhdstaka. Vallabha, otherwise known as Gokulanatha, son of 
Vitthala, bom in 1550, wrote the Prapanca-sdra-bheda and com¬ 
mentaries on the Siddhanta-mnktdvali , Nirodha-laksana , Madhura - 
staka , Sarvottamastotra , Vallahhdstaka and the Gdyatri-bhdsya of 
Vallabhacarya. Kalyanaraja, son of Govindaraja, son of Vitthala, 
was bom in 1571, and wrote commentaries on the Jalahheda and 
the Siddhdnta-niiiktdva.lt, His brother Gokulastava, born in 1580, 
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fe a commentary called Trividhdndmdvali-vivrti. Devakinandana 
(1570), son of Raghunatha and grandson of Vitthala, wrote the 
Prakdsa commentary on the Bala-bodha of Vallabhacarya. 
Ghana^yama (15 74), grandson of Yitthala, wrote a sub-commentary 
on the Madhurastaka-vivrti of Vitthala. Krsnacandra Gosvami, 
son of Brajariatha and pupil of Vallabhacarya, wrote a short com¬ 
mentary on the Brahma-sutra, tire Bhdva-prakdsika, in the fashion 
of his father Brajanatha’s Mancikd commentary on the Brahma- 
sutra. This Brajanatha also wrote a commentary on Siddhdnta- 
muktavail. Hariraja (1593), son of Kalyanaraja, wrote the Siksa- 
patra and commentaries on the Siddhanta-muktavali, the Nirodha- 
laksana, Pancapadya, Madhurdstaka, and a Parisisfa in defence of 
Kalyanaraja’s commentary on the Jalahheda. Gope^a (1598), son 
of Ghanasyama, wrote commentaries on the Nirodha-laksana, 
Sevdphala and Sannyasanirnaya. Gope^varaji Maharaja (1598), 
brother of Hariraja, wrote a Hindi commentary on Hariraja’s 
Siksapatra. Dvarakesa, a pupil, of Vitthala, wrote a commentary 
on Siddhanta-muktavali. Jayagopala Bhatta, disciple of Kalyana¬ 
raja, wrote commentaries on the Sevdphala and the Taittiriya 
Upanisad. Vallabha (1648), great-grandson of Vitthala, wrote com¬ 
mentaries on the Siddhanta-muktavali, Nirodha-laksana, Sevd¬ 
pkala, Sannyasa-nirnaya, Bhakti-vardhini, Jalabheda and the 
Madhurdstaka. Brajaraja, son of Syamala, wrote a commentary on 
the Nirodha-laksana. Indivesa and Govardhana Bhatta wrote 
respectively Gdyatryartha-vivarana and Gdyatryartha, Sri- 
dharasvami wrote the Bdla-bodhini commentary on the Anubhasya 
of Vallabha. Giridhara, the great-grandson of Vitthala, wrote the 
Siddhadvaita-martanda and the Prapanca-vkda, following Vidvdna- 
mandana. His pupil Ramakrsna wrote the Prakdsa commentary on 
the Siddhadvaita-martanda, and another work, the Suddhadvaita- 
parikskara. YogiGopesvara( 1787)wrote the Vadakatha, Atrnavada, 
Bhakti-martanda, Caturthddhikaranamdld, the Rasmi commentary 
on the Bhdsya-prakdsa of Purusottama, and a commentary on 
Purusottama’s Veddntadhikaranamdld . Gokulotsava wrote a com¬ 
mentary on the Trividhdndmdvali of Vallabha. Brajesvara Bhatta 
wrote the Brahmavidyd-bhavana, Haridasa the Hariddsa-siddhanta, 
Iccharama the Pradipa on Vallabha’s Anubhasya and Nirbhaya- 
rama, the pupil of the Adhikarana-samgraha. 
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Visnusvamin is regarded by tradition as being the earliest 
founder of the viiuddhadvaita school which was regenerated by 
Vallabha, Srldhara, in his commentary on the Bhdgavata-pur ana , 
also refers to Visnusvamin, and it is possible that he wrote a com¬ 
mentary on the Bhdgavata-purdna; but no such work is available. 
A brief account of Visnusvamin’s views is available in the Sdkala- 
caryd-mata-sa?ngraha (by an anonymous writer), which merely 
summarizes Vallabha's views; there is nothing new in it which 
could be taken up here for discussion. This work, however, does 
not contain any account of Vallabha’s philosophy, from which it 
may be assumed that it was probably written before the advent of 
Vallabha, and that the view of Visnusvamin contained therein was 
drawn either from the traditional account of Visnusvamin or from 
some of his works not available at the present time. It is unlikely, 
therefore, that the account of Visnusvamin in the Sakalacaryd- 
mata-samgraha is in reality a summary statement of Vallabha’s 
views imposed on the older writer Visnusvamin. Vallabha himself, 
however, never refers to Visnusvamin as the originator of his 
system; there is a difference of opinion among the followers of 
Vallabha as to whether Vallabha followed in the footsteps of 
Visnusvamin. It is urged that while Vallabha emphasized the pure 
monistic texts of the Upanisads and regarded Brahman as un¬ 
differentiated, as one with himself, and as one with his qualities, 
Visnusvamin emphasized the duality implied in the Vedantic 
texts 1 . Vallabha also, in his Suhodhim commentary on the 
Bhdgavata-purdna (ill. 32. 37) describes the view of Visnusvamin 
as propounding a difference between the Brahman and the world 
through the quality of tamas , and distinguishes his own view as 
propounding Brahman as absolutely qualityless 2 . The meagre 
account of Visnusvamin given in Sakalacarydsnata-samgraha 
does not lend us any assistance in discovering whether his view 
differed from that of Vallabha, and, if it did, in what points. It is 

1 Thus Nirbhayarama, in Adhikarana-samgraha (p. r), says: tasyapi durbo - 
dhatvena vyakhydnasdpeksatayd tasya vydkhyatdro Vi$nusv&mi-madhva-pra~ 
bhrtayo hr ah mcidvaita-vadasya sevya-sevaka~bhdvasya ca virodharn marwdnd 
abheda-bodhaka-srutisu lak$anayd bkeda-paratvam iuddham bhedam angTcaknih. 

2 te ca sampratani Vipmsvdmyanmdrinah tattva-vadino Ramanujas ca tamo - 
rajahs a ttv air bhinnd asmat-pratipciditac ca nairgunvadasya . Ibid. p. z. 
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impossible that the author of Sakalacarya-mata-samgraha 
had not himself seen any work of Visnusvamin and had transferred 
the views of Vallabha to Visnusvamin, who, according to some 
traditions, was the originator of the Suddhadvaita system 1 . 

According to the Vallabha-clig-vijaya there was a king called 
Vijaya of the Pandya kingdom in the south. He had a priest 
Devasvamin, whose son was Visnusvamin. Sukasvamin, a great 
religious reformer of North India, was his fellow-student in the 
Vedanta; it is difficult to identify him in any way. Visnusvamin 
went to Dvaraka, to Brndavana, then to Puri, and then returned 
home. At an advanced age he left his household deities to his son, 
and having renounced the world in the Vaisnava fashion, came to 
Kancl. He had many pupils there, e.g., Srldevadarsana, Srikantha, 
Sahasrarci, Satadhrti, Kumarapada, Parabhuti, and others. 
Before his death he left the charge of teaching his views to Sri- 
devadarsana. He had seven hundred principal followers teaching 
his views; one of them, Rajavisnusvamin, became a teacher in the 
Andhra country. Visnusvamin’s temples and books were said to 
have been burnt at this time by the Buddhists. Vilva-marigala, a 
Tamil saint, succeeded to the pontifical chair at Srirangam, 
Vilva-ffiangala left the pontifical chair at Kancl to Deva-marigala and 
went to Brndavana. Prabhavisnusvamin succeeded to the pontifical 
chair; he had many disciples, e.g., Srikanthagarbha, Satyavatx 
Pandita, Somagiri, Narahari, Srantanidhi and others. He installed 
Srantanidhi in his pontifical chair before his death. Among the 
Visnusvamin teachers was one Govindacarya, whose disciple 
Vallabhacarya is said to have been. It is difficult to guess the date 
of Visnusvamin; it is not unlikely, however, that he lived in the 
twelfth or the thirteenth century. 

1 This tradition is found definitely maintained in the Vallabha-dig -vijaya, 
written by Jadunathaj! Maharaja, 
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CAITANYA AND HIS FOLLOWERS 
Caitanya’s Biographers. 

Caitanya was the last of the Vaisnava reformers who had suc¬ 
ceeded Nimbarka and Vallabha. As a matter of fact, he was a junior 
contemporary of Vallabha. So far as he is known to us, he did not 
leave behind any work treating of his own philosophy, and all that 
we can know of it is from the writings of his contemporary and later 
admirers and biographers. Even from these we know more of his 
character and of the particular nature of his devotion to God than 
about his philosophy. It is therefore extremely difficult to point 
out anything as being the philosophy of Caitanya. Many bio¬ 
graphies of him were written in Sanskrit, Bengali, Assamese 
and Oriya and a critical study of the materials of Caitanya’s 
biography in Bengali was published some time ago by Dr Biman 
Behari Mazumdar. Of the many biographies of Caitanya those by 
Murarigupta and Vrndavanadasa deal with the first part of 
Caitanya’s life, and the latter’s work is regarded as the most 
authoritative and excellent treatment of his early life. Again, 
Krsnadasa Kaviraja’s Life, which emphasizes the second and third 
parts of Caitanya’s life, is regarded as the most philosophical and 
instructive treatment of his most interesting period. Indeed, 
Vrndavanadasa’s Ca it a nya-bh agava ta and Krsnadasa Kaviraja’s 
Caitanya-cantamrta stand out as the most important biographical 
works on Caitanya. We have already mentioned Murarigupta, who 
wrote a small work in Sanskrit, full of exaggerations, though he was 
a contemporary. There are also biographies by Jayanarida and 
Locanadasa, entitled Ccntanya+mangala. Some Govinda and 
Svarupa Damodara, supposed to have been personal attendants of 
Caitanya, were said to have kept notes, but these are apparently 
now lost. Kavi Karnapura wrote the Caitanya-candrodaya-nataka, 
which may be regarded as the principal source of Krsnadasa 
Kaviraja’s work. Vrndavanadasa was born in saka 1429 (a.d. 1507); 
he had seen Caitanya during the first fifteen years of his life. 
Caitanya died in saka 1455 (a.d. 1533) and the Caitanya-bhdgavata 
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Item shortly after. Krsnadasa Kaviraja’s work, Caitanya - 
caritdmrta , was written long afterwards. Though there is some 
dispute regarding the actual date of its completion, it is well-nigh 
certain that it was in iaka 1537 (a.d. 1616). The other date, found 
in Prema-vildsa, is iaka 1503 (a.d. 1581), and this had been very 
well-combatted by Professor Radha Govinda Nath in his learned 
edition of the work. The Caitanya-candrodaya-nataka was written 
by Kavi Karnapura in saka 14^ (a.d. i 572). It would thus appear 
that for the most authentic account of Caitanya’s life one should 
refer to this work and to Vrndavanadasa’s Caitanya-hhagavata . 
Kavi raj a Krsnadasa's Caitanya caritdmrta is, however, the most 
learned of the biographies . There was also a Caitanya-sahasra-ndma 
by Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya, the Govinda-vijaya of Parama- 
nanclapuri, songs of Caitanya by Gauridasa Pandita, the Gaudaraja- 
vijaya of Paramananda Gupta, and songs of Caitanya by Gopala 
Basu. 

The Life of Caitanya. 

I shall attempt here to give only a brief account of Caitanya’s 
life, following principally the Caitanya-bhdgavata, Caitanya - 
candrodaya-nataka and Caitanya-caritdmrta , 

There lived in Navadvipa Jagannatha Misra and his wife Saci. 
On a full-moon day in Spring (the month of Phalguna ), when there 
was an eclipse of the moon, in iaka 1407 (a.d. 1485), Caitanya was 
born to them. Navadvipa at this time was inhabited by many 
Vaisnavas who had migrated from Sylhet and other parts of India. 
Thus there were Srivasa Pandita, Srirama Pandita, Candrasekhara; 
Murarigupta, Pundarika Vidyanidhi, Caitanya-vallabha Datta. 
Thus the whole atmosphere was prepared for a big spark of fire 
which it was the business of Caitanya to throw into the combustible 
material. In Santipura, Advaita, a great Vaisnava very much senior 
to Caitanya, was always regretting the general hollowness of the 
people and wishing for someone to create new fire. Caitanya’s 
elder brother Visvarupa had gone out as an ascetic, and Caitanya, 
then the only son left to his parents, was particularly cherished by 
his widowed mother Sac! Devi, the daughter of Nilambara 
Chakravarti. 

Navadvipa was at this time under Moslem rulers who had 
grown tyrannical. Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya, son of Vigarada 
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and a great scholar, had gone over to Orissa to take refuge 
under the Hindu king there, Prataparudra. 

Caitanya studied in the Sanskrit school ( tol ) of Sudar^ana 
Pandita, His study in the school was probably limited to the 
Kalapa grammar and some kavyas. Some later biographers say 
that he had also read Nyaya (logic) ; there is, however, no proper 
evidence in support of this. He had, however, studied at home some 
Pnranas, notably the great devotional work, Srimad - hhdgavata . As 
a student he was indeed very gifted; but he was also very vain, and 
always took special delight in defeating his fellow-students in 
debate. From his early days he had shown a strong liking for 
devotional songs. He took a special delight in identifying himself 
with Krsna. Among his associates the names of the following may 
be mentioned: Srinivasa Pandita and his three brothers, Vasudeva 
Datta, Mukunda Datta and Jagai, the writer, Srlgarbha Pandita, 
Murarigupta, Govinda, Srldhara, Gangadasa, Damodara, Candra- 
sekhara, Mukunda, Sanjaya, Purusottama, Vijaya, Vakresvara, 
Sanatana, Hrdaya, Madana and Ramananda. Caitanya had received 
some instruction in the Vedas also from his father. He had also 
received instruction from Visnu Pandita and Gangadasa Pandita, 
At this period of his life he became intimately acquainted with 
Haridasa and Gadadhara. 

Caitanya’s first wife, LaksmI Devi, daughter of Vallabha Misra, 
died of snake-bite; he then married Visnupriya. After his father’s 
death he went to Gaya to perform the post-funeral rites; there he 
is said to have met saintly persons like Paramananda Pun, Isvara 
Pun, Raghunatha Purl, Brahmananda Puri, Amara Puri, Gopala 
Puri, and Ananta Puri. He was initiated by Isvara Purl and decided 
to renounce the world. He came back, however, to Navadvlpa and 
began to teach the Bhdgavata-purdna for some time, 

Nityananda, an ascetic ( avadhuta ), joined him in Navadvlpa. 
His friendship further kindled the fire of Caitanya’s passion for 
divine love, and both of them, together with other associates, began 
to spend days and nights in dancing and singing. It was at this time 
that through his influence and that of Nityananda, two drunkards, 
Jagai and Madhai, were converted to his Vaisnava cult of love. 
Shortly after this, with his mother’s permission, he took the ascetic 
life and proceeded to Katwa, and from there to Santipur to meet 
Advaita there. From this place he started for Puri with his followers. 
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Such is the brief outline of Caitanya’s early life, bereft of all 
interesting episodes, and upon it there is a fair amount of unanimity 
among his various biographers. 


Krsnadasa Kaviraja’s Bengali work, Cait any a-caritamrta, is 
probably one of the latest of his biographies, but on account of its 
recondite character has easily surpassed in popularity all other 
biographies of Caitanya* He divides Caitanya’s life into three parts: 
Adilila (the first part), Madkya 4 ila (the second part) and Antyalila 
( the last part). The first part consists of an account of the first twenty- 
four years, at the end of which Caitanya renounced the world. He 
lived for another twenty-four years, and these are divided into 
two sections, the second and the last part of his life. Of these twenty- 
four years, six years were spent on pilgrimage; this marks the middle 
period. The remaining eighteen years were spent by him in Purl 
and form the final period, of which six years were spent in preaching 
the cult of holy love and the remaining twelve years in deep ecstasies 
and suffering pangs of separation from his beloved Krsna, the Lord. 

After his renunciation in the twenty-fourth year of his life, in 
the month of Mdgha (January), he started for Brndavana and 
travelled for three days in the Radha country (Bengal). He did not 
know the way to Brndavana and was led to Santipura by Nitya- 
nanda. Caitanya’s mother, along with many other people, Srivasa, 
Ramai, Vidyanidhi, Gadadhara, Vakre&vara, Murari, Suklambara, 
Sridhara, Vyaya, Vasudeva, Mukunda, Buddhimanta Khan, 
Nandana and Sanjayh, came to see him at Santipur. From Santipur 
Caitanya started for Puri with Nityananda, Pandita Jagadananda, 
Damodara Pandita and Mukunda Dutta by the side of the Ganges, 
by way of Balesvar (in Orissa). He then passed by Yajpur and 
Saksigopala and came to Puri. Having arrived there, he went 
straight to the temple of Jagannatha, looked at the image and fell 
into a trance. Sarvabhauma Bhattacarya, who was then residing at 
Puri, brought him to his house; Nityananda, Jagadananda, Damodara 
all came and joined him there. Here Caitanya stayed for some 
time at the house of Sarvabhauma and held discussions with him, 
in the course of which he refuted the monistic doctrines of Sankara 1 . 

1 There is considerable divergence about this episode with Sarvabhauma; 
the Sanskrit Caitanya-caritamrta and the Caitanya-candrodaya-nataka do not 
agree with the description in the Caitanya-caritamrta in Bengali of Kr§nadasa 
Kaviraja as given here. 
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fter some time Caitanya started for the South and first came 
to Kurmasthana, probably a place in the Ganjam district (South 
Orissa); he then passed on by the banks of the Godavari and met 
Ramananda Ray. In a long conversation with him on the subtle 
aspect of the emotion of bhakti Caitanya was very much impressed 
by him; he passed some time with him in devotional songs and 
ecstasies. He then resumed his travel again and is said to have 
passed through Mallikarjuna-tirtha, Ahobala-Nrsirnha, Skanda- 
tlrtha and other places, and later on came to Srirangam on the 
banks of the KaverL Here he lived in the house of Venkata Bhatta 
for four months, after which he went to the Rsabha mountain, 
where he met Paramananda Puri. It is difficult to say how far he 
travelled in the South, but he must have gone probably as far as 
Travancore. It is also possible that hevisited some of the places where 
Madhvacarya had great influence, and it is said that he had dis¬ 
cussions with the teachers of the Madhva school. He discovered 
the Brahmasarnhitd and the Krsna-karnamrta , two important 
manuscripts of Vaisnavism, and brought them with him. He is said 
to have gone a little farther in the East up to Nasika; but it is 
difficult to say to what extent the story of these tours is correct. 
On his return journey he met Ramananda Ray again, who followed 
him to Puri. 

After his return to Puri, Prataparudra, then King of Puri, 
solicited his acquaintance and became his disciple. In Puri 
Caitanya began to live in the house of Ka£i Misra. Among others, 
he had as his followers Janardana, Krsnadasa, Sikhi Mahiti, 
Pradyumna. Misra, Jagannatha Dasa, Murari Mahiti, Candane^vara 
and Simhe^vara. Caitanya spent most of his time in devotional 
songs, dances and ecstasies. In a.d. 1514 he started for Brndavana 
with a number of followers; but so many people thronged him by 
the time he came to Panihati and Kamarahati that he cancelled his 
programme and returned to Puri. In the autumn of the next year 
he again started for Brndavana with Balabhadra Bhattacarya and 
came to Benares; there he defeated in a discussion a well-known 
teacher, Prakasananda, who held monistic doctrines. In Bnidavana 
he met Sri-riipa GosvamI, Uddhavadasa Madhava, and others. 
Then he left Brndavana and Mathura and went to Allahabad by 
the side of the Ganges. There he met Vallabha Bhatta and 
Raghupati Upadhyaya, and gave elaborate religious instruction to 



Sri-rupa. Later on Caitanya met Sanatana and imparted further 
religious instruction to him. He returned to Benares, where he 
taught Prakasananda; then he came back to Purl and spent some 
timp there. Various stories are narrated in the Caitanya^caritdmrta , 
describing the ecstatic joy of Caitanya in his moods of inspiration; 
on one occasion he had j umped into the sea in a state of ecstasy and 
was picked up by a fisherman. It is unfortunate, however, that we 
know nothing of the exact manner in which he died. 

Emotionalism of Caitanya. 

The religious life of Caitanya unfolds unique pathological 
symptoms of devotion which are perhaps unparalleled in the history 
of any other saints that we know of. The nearest approach will 
probably be in the life of St Francis of Assisi; but the emotional 
flow in Caitanya seems to be more self-centred and deeper. In the 
beginning of his career he not only remained immersed as it were 
in a peculiar type of self-intoxicating song-dance called the kirtana , 
but he often imitated the various episodes of Krsna’s life as told in 
the Puranas. But with the maturity of his life of renunciation his 
intoxication and his love for Krsna gradually so increased that he 
developed symptoms almost of madness and epilepsy. Blood came 
out of the pores of his hair, his teeth chattered, his body shrank 
in a moment and at the next appeared to swell up. He used to rub 
his mouth against the floor and weep, and had no sleep at night. 
Once he jumped into the sea; sometimes the joints of his bones 
apparently became dislocated, and sometimes the body seemed to 
contract. The only burden of his songs was that his heart was 
aching and breaking for Krsna, the Lord. He was fond of reading 
the dramas of Ramananda Ray, the poems of Candidasa and 
Vidyapati, the Krsna-karndmrta of Vilva-mangala and the Gita- 
govinda of Jayadeva; most of these were mystic songs of love for 
Krsna in erotic phraseology. Nowhere do we find any account of 
such an ecstatic bhakti in the Purdnas } in the Gita or in any other 
religious literature of India—the Bhdgavata-purana has, no doubt, 
one or two verses which in a way anticipate the sort of bhakti that 
we find in the life of Caitanya—but without the life of Caitanya our 
storehouse of pathological religious experience would have been 
wanting in one of the most fruitful harvests of pure emotionalism 
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'religion. Caitanya wrote practically nothing, his instructions 
were few and we have no authentic record of the sort of discussions 
that he is said to have held. He gave but little instruction, his 
preaching practically consisted in the demonstration of his own 
mystic faith and love for Krsna; yet the influence that he exerted 
on his contemporaries and also during some centuries after his 
death was enormous. Sanskrit and Bengali literature during this 
time received a new impetus, and Bengal became in a sense 
saturated with devotional lyrics. It is difficult for us to give any 
account of his own philosophy save what we can gather from the 
accounts given of him by his biographers. Jlva GosvamI and 
Baladeva Vidyabhusana are probably the only persons of im¬ 
portance among the members of his faith who tried to deal with 
some kind of philosophy, as we shall see later on. 


Gleanings from the Caitanya-Caritarnrta on the 
subject of Caitanya’s Philosophical Views. 

Krsnadasa Kaviraja, otherwise known as Kaviraja GosvamI, 
was not a contemporary of Caitanya; but he came into contact with 
many of his important followers and it may well be assumed that 
he was in possession of the traditional account of the episodes of 
Caitanya’s life as current among them. He gives us an account of 
Vasudeva Sarvabhauma’s discussion with Caitanya at Puri, in 
which the latter tried to refute the monistic view. The supposed 
conversation shows that, according to Caitanya, Brahman cannot 
be indeterminate {nirviiesa)\ any attempt to prove the indeter¬ 
minateness of Brahman would only go the other way, prove His 
determinate nature and establish the fact that He possesses all 
possible powers. These powers are threefold in their nature: the 
Visnu-sakti, the ksetrajna-sakti, and the avidya-sakti. The first 
power, as Visnu-sakti, may further be considered from three points 
of view, the hladini, saudhini and samvit. These three powers, bliss, 
being, and consciousness, are held together in the transcendent 
power (para-sakti or Visnu-sakti) of God. The ksetrajna-sakti or 
jlva-sakti (the power of God as souls of individuals) and the avidya- 
sakti (by which the world-appearances are created) do not exist in 
the transcendent sphere of God. The Brahman is indeed devoid of 
all prakrta or phenomenal qualities, but He is indeed full of non- 
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phenomenal qualities. It is from this point of view that the 
Upanisads have described Brahman as nirguna (devoid of qualities) 
and also as devoid of all powers ( nihsahtika ). The individual souls 
are within the control of mayd-iakti\ but God is the controller of the 
mdyd-iakti and through it of the individual souls. God creates the 
world by His unthinkable powers and yet remains unchanged 
within Himself. The world thus is not false; but, being a creation, .it 
is destructible. The Sahkarite interpretation of the Bmhma-sitfra is 
wrong and is not in consonance with the purport of the Upanisads. 

In chapter vm of the Madhya-llla of the Caitanya-caritdmrta 
we have the famous dialogue between Caitanya and Ramananda 
regarding the gradual superiority of the ideal of love. Ramananda 
says that devotion to God comes as the result of the performance of 
caste-duties. We may note here that according to the Bhakti- 
rasamrta-sindhu bhakti consists in attaching oneself to Krsna for 
His satisfaction alone, without being in any way influenced by the 
desire for philosophic knowledge, karma or disinclination from 
worldly things ( vairagya ), and without being associated with any 
desire for one’s own interests 1 . 

The Visnu-purdna , as quoted in the Caitanya-caritdmrta, holds 
the view that it is by the performance of caste-duties and dsrama- 
duties that God can be worshipped. But the point is whether such 
performance of caste-duties and dsrama- duties can lead one to the 
attainment of bhakti or not. If bhakti means the service of God for 
His sake alone {dnukulyena Knndnusevanam), then the performance 
of caste-duties cannot be regarded as a necessary step towards its 
attainment; the only contribution that it may make can be the 
purification of mind, whereby the mind may be made fit to receive 
the grace of God. Caitanya, not satisfied with the reply of Rama¬ 
nanda, urges him to give a better account of bhakti . Ramananda 
in reply says that a still better state is that in which the devotee 
renounces all his interests in favour of God in all his performance 
of duties; but there is a still higher state in which one renounces 
all his duties through love of God. Unless one can renounce all 
thoughts about one’s own advantage, one cannot proceed in the 
path of love. The next higher stage is that in which devotion is 


1 anyabhildsitamnyam jndna-karmady-andvrtam. 
dnukulyena Krsn dnusevanam bhaktiruttamd. 

Bhaktirasdmrta-sindhu , u i. 9. 
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impregnated with knowledge. Pure devotion should not have, 
however, any of the obstructive influences of knowledge; philo¬ 
sophical knowledge and mere disinclination obstruct the course of 
bhakti Knowledge of God's nature and wisdom regarding the 
nature of the intimate relation of man with God may be regarded 
as unobstructive to bhakti . The natural and inalienable attachment 
of our mind to God is called prema-bhakti ; it is fivefold: idnta 
(peaceful love), dasya (servant of God), sakhya (friendship with 
God), vatsalya (filial attitude towards God), and madhurya (sweet 
love, or love of God as one’s lover). The different types of love may 
thus be arranged as above in a hierarchy of superiority; love of God 
as one’s bridegroom or lover is indeed the highest. The love of the 
gopis for Krsna in the love-stories of Krsna in Brndavana typifies 
this highest form of love and particularly the love of Radha for 
, Krsna. Ramananda closes his discourse with the assertion that in 
the highest altitude of love, the lover and the beloved melt together 
into one, and through them both one unique manifestation of love 
realizes itself. Love attains its highest pitch when both the lover 
and the beloved lose their individuality in the sweet milky flow of 
love. 

Later on, in Madhya-lila , chapter xxix, Caitanya, in describing 
the nature of suddha bhakti (pure devotion), says that pure devotion 
is that in which the devotee renounces all desires, all formal worship, 
all knowledge and work, and is attached to Krsna with all his sense- 
faculties. A true devotee does not want anything from God, but is 
satisfied only in loving Him. It shows the safne symptoms as 
ordinary human love, rising to the highest pitch of excellence. 

In chapter xxn of Madhya-lild it is said that the difference in 
intensity of devotion depends upon the difference of the depth of, 
emotion. One who is devoted to Krsna must possess preliminary 
moral qualities; he must be kind, truthful, equable to all, non- 
injurious, magnanimous, tender, pure, selfless, at peace with him¬ 
self and with others; he must do good to others, must cling to 
Krsna as his only support, must indulge in no other desires, must 
make no other effort than that of worshipping Krsna, must be 
steady, must be in full control of all his passions; he should not be 
unmindful, should be always prepared to honour others, be full of 
humility and prepared to bear with fortitude all sorrows; he should 
indulge in association with true devotees—it is by such a course 
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that love of Krsna will gradually dawn in him. A true Vaisnava 
should give up the company of women and of all those who are not 
attached to Krsna, He should also give up caste-duties and 
airama- duties and cling to Krsna in a helpless manner. To cling 
to Krsna and to give oneself up to Him is the supreme duty of a 
Vaisnava. Love of Krsna is innate in a man’s heart, and it is 
manifested under encouraging conditions. Love for God is a 
manifestation of the hladini power of God, and by virtue of the 
fact that it forms a constituent of the individual soul, God’s 
attraction of individual souls towards Him is a fundamental fact 
of human life; it may remain dormant for a while, but it is bound 
to wake under suitable conditions. 

The individual souls share both the hladini and the samvit sakti 
of God, and the maya-sakti typified in matter. Standing between 
these two groups of power, the individual souls are called the 
tatastha-sakti, A soul is impelled on one side by material forces and 
attractions, and urged upwards by the hladini-sakti of God. A man 
must therefore adopt such a course that the force of material 
attractions and desires may gradually wane, so that he may be 
pulled forward by the hldaim-sakti of God. 


Some Companions of Caitanya. 

A great favourite of Caitanya was Nityananda. The exact date 
of his birth and death is difficult to ascertain, but he seems to have 
beeii some years older than Caitanya. He was a Brahmin by caste, 
but became an avadhuta and had no caste-distinctions. He was a 
messenger of Caitanya, preaching the Vaisnava religion in Bengal 
during Caitanya’s absence at Puri; he is said to have converted to 
Vaisnavism many Buddhists and low-caste Hindus of Bengal. At 
a rather advanced stage of life, Nityananda broke the vow of 
asceticism and married the two daughters of Surjadas Sarkhel, 
brother of Gaurdasa Sarkhel of Kalna; the two wives were VasUdha 
and Jahnavi. Nityananda’s son Vlrachand, also known as Vira- 
bhadra, became a prominent figure in the subsequent period of 
Vaisnava history. 

Prataparudra was the son of Purusottamadeva, who had as¬ 
cended his throne in 1478, and himself ascended the throne in 
1503. He was very learned and took pleasure in literary disputes. 
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r Stirling, in his History of Orissa (published in 1891), says of 
him that he had marched with his army to Rameswaram and took 
the famous city of Vijayanagara; he had also fought the Mahome- 
dans and prevented them from attacking Purl. Caitanya’s activities 
in Puri date principally between 1516 and 1533. Ramananda Ray 
was a minister of Prataparudra, and at his intercession Caitanya 
came into contact with Prataparudra, who became one of his 
followers. The influence of Caitanya together with the conversion 
of Prataparudra produced a great impression upon the people of 
Orissa, and this led to the spread of Vaisnavism and the collapse of 
Buddhism there in a very marked manner. 

During the time of Caitanya, Hussain Shaha was the Nawab 
of Gaur. Two Brahmins, converted into Islam and having the 
Mahomedan names Sakar Malik and Dabir Khas, were his two 
high officers; they had seen Caitanya at Ramkeli and had been 
greatly influenced by him. Later in their lives they were known as 
Sanatana and Rupa; they distributed their riches to tbe poor and 
became ascetics. Rupa is said to have met Caitanya at Benares, 
where he received instruction from him; he wrote many Sanskrit 
works of great value, e.g., Lalita~madhava r Vidagdhamadhava , 
Ujjvalanilamani, Utkalikd-vallari (written in 1550), Uddhava~dUta , 
Upadesamrta , Karpanya-punjika , Gang as taka, Govindavirudavali, 
Gaurdngakalpataru , Gait any astaka y Ddna-keti-kaumudt , Ndfaka- 
candrikd , Padyavali , Paramartha-sandarbha , PrUi-sandarbha, Pre- 
mendu-sagara , Mathurd-mahimd , Mukundamuktd-ratndvalt-stotra- 
ftkdy Ydmundstaka y Rasdmrta, Vildpa-kusumdnjali „ Brajavildsa- 
stavay Siksadaiaka , Samksepa Bhdgavatdmrta , Sadhana-paddhati , 
Stavamdld , Hamsa-diita-kdvya y Harindmdmrta- vyakarana , Hare - 
kr$na-mahdmantrdrtha-nimpana y Chanddstadasaka. 

Sanatana wrote the following works: Ujjvala - rasa~kand y Ujjvala- 
nilamani-tikdy Bhakti-bindu , Bhakti-sandarbha , Bhagavata-krama - 
sandarbhay Bhdgavdtamrta y YQga-kitaka-vydkhydna, Visnu-tosim, 
Haribhakti-vilasa y Bhaktt-rasdmrta-sindhu. Sanatana had been put 
in prison by Hussaip Shah when he heard that he was thinking of 
leaving him, but Sanatana bribed the gaoler, who set him at liberty. 
He at once crossed the Ganges and took the ascetic life; he went 
to Mathura to meet his brother Rupa, and returned to Puri to meet 
Caitanya. After staying some months in Puri, he went to Brnda- 
vana. In the meanwhile Rupa had also gone to Purl and he also 


returned to Brndavana. Both of them were great devotees and spent 
their lives in the worship of Krsna. 

Advaitacarya’s real name was Kamalakara Bhattacarya. He was 
bom in 1434 and was thus fifty-two years older than Caitanya; he 
was a great Sanskrit scholar and resided at Santipur. He went to 
Nabadvlpa to finish his studies. People at this time had become 
very materialistic; Advaita was very much grieved at it and used 
to pray in his mind for the rise of some great prophet to change their 
minds. Caitanya, after he had taken to ascetic life, had visited 
Advaita at Santipur, where both of them enjoyed ecstatic dances; 
Advaita was then aged about seventy-five. It is said that he had 
paid a visit to Caitanya at Purl. He is said to have died in 1539 
according to some, and in 1584 according to others (which is 
incredible). 

Apart from Advaita and Nityananda there were many other 
intimate companions of Caitanya, of whom Srivasa or Srinivasa was 
one. Pie was a brahmin of Sylhet who settled at Navadvlpa; he was 
quite a rich man. It is not possible to give his exact birth-date, but 
he had died long before 1540, (when Jayananda wrote his Caitanya- 
mangala ); he was probably about forty when Caitanya was bom. 
As a boy Caitanya was a frequent visitor to Srivasa’s house. He was 
devoted to the study of the Bhagavata, though in his early life he 
was more or less without a faith. He was also a constant companion 
of Advaita while he was at Navadvlpa. When Caitanya’s mind was 
turned to God after his return from Gaya, Srivasa’s house was the 
scene of ecstatic dances. Srivasa then became a great disciple of 
Caitanya. Narayani, the mother of Brndavanadasa, the biographer 
of Caitanya, was a niece of Srivasa. 

Ramananda Ray, the minister of Pratapamdra and author of 
the Jagannatha-vallabka, was very much admired by Caitanya. He 
was a native of Vidyanagara, in Central India. The famous dialogue 
narrated in the Caitanya-caritamrta shows how Caitanya himself 
took lessons from Ramananda on the subject of high devotion. 
Ramananda Ray on his part was very fond of Caitanya and often 
spent his time with him. 


Some Companions of Caitanya 
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THE PHILOSOPHY OF JlVA GOSVAMl 
AND BALADEVA VID Y AB H 0 S AN A, 
FOLLOWERS OF C AIT ANY A 

Ontology. 

JIva GosvamI flourished shortly after Caitanya. He wrote a 
running commentary on the Bhdgavata-purdna which forms the 
second chapter ( Bhagavata-sandarbha ) of his principal work, the 
Sat-sandarbha . In this chapter he says that, when the great sages 
identify themselves with the ultimate reality, their minds are unable 
to realize the diverse powers of the Lord. The nature of the Lord 
thus appears in a general manner (sdmanyena laksitam tathaiva 
sphurat , p. 50), and at this stage the powers of Brahman are not 
perceived as different from Him. The ultimate reality, by virtue of 
its essential power (svarUpasthhitayd eva iaktyd ), becomes the root 
support of all its other powers ( pardsdm api saktindm muld ~ 
srayariipam), and through the sentiment of devotion appears to the 
devotees as the possessor of diverse powers; He is then called 
Bhagavan. Pure bliss ( dnanda ) is the substance, and all the other 
powers are its qualities; in association with all the other powers it 
is called Bhagavan or God 1 . The concept of Brahman is thus the 
partial appearance of the total personality denoted by the word 
Bhagavan; the same Bhagavan appears as Paramatman in His aspect 
as controlling all beings and their movements. The three names 
Brahman, Bhagavan and Paramatman are used in accordance with 
the emphasis that is put on the different aspects of the total com¬ 
posite meaning; thus, as any one of the special aspects of God ap¬ 
pears to the mind of the devotee, he associates it with the name 
of Brahman, Bhagavan or Paramatman 2 . 

The aspect as Brahman is realized only when the specific 
qualities and powers do not appear before the mind of the devotee. 

1 ananda-matram visesyain samastdh saktayah viie$andni visi§to Bhagavan . 
Sat-sandarbha , p. 50. 

2 tatraikasyaiva visesana-bhedena tad avisi$tatvena ca pratipadanat tathaiva 
tat-tad~updsakapuru$anubhava-bkedac ca avirbhava-namnor bhedah . Ibid. p. 53. 
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"realizing the pure consciousness as the nature of the devotee’s 
own self the nature of the Brahman as pure consciousness is also 
realized; the realization of the identity of one’s own nature with 
that of Brahman is effected through the special practice of devo¬ 
tion 1 . In the monistic school of Vedanta, as interpreted by 
Sankara, we find that the identity of the self with the Brahman is 
effected through the instruction in the Vedantic maxim: “that art 
thou” (< tat tvarn asi ). Here, however, the identity is revealed 
through the practice of devotion, or rather through the grace of 
God, which is awakened through such devotion. 

The abode of Bhagavan is said to be Vaikuntha . There are two 
interpretations of this word; in one sense it is said to be identical 
with the very nature of Brahman as unobscured by mdya 2 \ in 
another interpretation it is said to be that which is neither the 
manifestation of rajas and tamas nor of the material sattva as 
associated with rajas and tamas. It is regarded as having a different 
kind of substance, being the manifestation of the essential power of 
Bhagavan or as pure sattva . This pure sattva is different from the 
material sattva of the Sarnkhyists, which is associated with rajas and 
tamas , and for this reason it is regarded as aprdkrta , i.e., tran¬ 
scending the prdkrta. For this reason also it is regarded as eternal 
and unchanging 3 . The ordinary gunas , such as sattva , rajas and 
tamas 9 are produced from the movement of the energy of kdla 
(time); but the sattva* Vaikuntha is not within the control of kdla*. 
The Vaikuntha , thus being devoid of any qualities, may in one 
sense be regarded as nirvisesa (differenceless); but in another 
sense differences may be said to exist in it also, although they 

1 Ibid. p. 54. nanu sukstna-cid~riipatvani padarthanubhave katharji pilrna- 
cid-akclra-rupa-madtya-bvahma-svarBpam sphumtu tatraha , ananyabodhya- 
tmataya cid-akdrata-sdmyena suddha-lvatti padarthaikyabodhya-svardpataya. 
yady apt tddrg-dtmanubhavdnantaram tad~ananya-bodhyatd-krtau sadhaka - 
saktir ndsti tathdpi purvain tadartham eva krtayd sarvatrd’pi upajivyaya sadhana - 
bhaktyd aradhitasya srl-bhagavatah prabhdvad eva tad apt tatrodayate. Ibid. 
P* 54 - 

2 yato vaikunthat param Brahrndkhyam tattvam param bhinnam na bhavati. 
svariipa-sakti-vise$dvifkdreiia may ay d ndvrta?n tad ev tad-r tip am. Ibid. p. 57. 

3 yatra vaikunfhe rajas tamas ca na pravartate. tayor mi tram sahacaram 
jadam yat sattvam na tad api. kintu anyad eva tac ca yd susthu sthdpayi$yamdnd 
maydtah para bhagavat-svarupa-saktih tasydh vrttitvena cid-riipaiii suddha - 
sattvdkhyarji sattvam . Ibid. p. 58. 

4 Ibid. p. 59. This view, that the gunas are evolved by the movement of kdla, 
is not accepted in the ordinary classical view of SSnikhya, but is a theory of the 
Pancaratra school. Cf. Ahirbudhnya-samhitd } chs. 6 and 7. 
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'only be of the nature of the pure sattva or the essential power 
of God 1 . 

The essential power ( svarUpa-iakti ) and the energy {maya- 
sakti) are mutually antagonistic, but they are both supported in 
God 2 . The power of God is at once natural (svabhavika) and un¬ 
thinkable ( acintya). It is further urged that even in the ordinary 
world the powers of things are unthinkable, i.e., neither can they 
be deduced from the nature of the things nor can they be directly 
perceived, but they have to be assumed because without such an 
assumption the effect would not be explainable. The word “un¬ 
thinkable” {acintya) also means that it is difficult to assert whether 
the power is identical with the substance or different from it; on the 
one hand, power cannot be regarded as something extraneous to the 
substance, and, on the other, if it were identical with it, there could 
be no change, no movement, no effect. The substance is perceived, 
but the power is not; but, since an effect or a change is produced, 
the implication is that the substance must have exerted itself 
through its power or powers. Thus, the existence of powers as 
residing in the substance is not logically proved, but accepted as an 
implication 3 . The same is the case in regard to Brahman; His 
powers are identical with His nature and therefore co-eternal with 
Him. The concept of “unthinkableness” ( acintyatva ) is used to 
reconcile apparently contradictory notions ( durghata-ghatakatvam 
hy acintyatvam). The internal and essential power {antarahga- 
svarupa-sakti ) exists in the very nature of the Brahman ( svarUpena) 
and also as its various manifestations designated by such terms 
as Vaikuntha, etc. (< vaikunthadi-svarttpa-vaibhava-rupena)* . The 
second power {tatasthasakti) is represented by the pure selves. 
The third power (bahiranga-maya-sakti) is represented by the 
evolution of all cosmical categories and their root, the pradhdna. 
The analogy offered is that of the sun, its rays and the various 

1 nanu gunSdy-abhavan nirviiefa evasau loka ity asamkya tatra vite$as tasyah 
suddha-sattvatmikayahsvariipanatirikta-sakter eva •vilasa-rupa tti. !$at.-sandarbha, 

P* 59* 

2 te ca svarupa-sak li-mdyd~&aktl par asp ara-viruddhe, tathd tayor vrttayah 
sva~sva-gana eva parasparaviruddha api bahvyah tathdpi tdsdm ekam nidhanam 
tad eva. Ibid, p, 6r. 

3 lake hi sarvefdm bhdvdndm ma ni - man tradlnam saktayah acintya-jndna- 
gocarah adntyam tarkdsaham yaj-jnanam kdrydnyathdnupapatti-ppamdmkatn 
tasya gocar&h santi. Ibid. pp. 63-4. 

4 Ibid. p. 6s. 
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colours which are manifested as the result of refraction. The ex¬ 
ternal power of fullyd ( hahiranga-mkti ) can affect the jtvas but not 
Brahman. / 


Ontology 



The mdyd is defined in the Bhagavata (as interpreted by 


Srldhara) as that which is manifested without any object and is not 
yet perceivable in its own nature, like an illusory image of dark¬ 


ness 1 . This is interpreted in a somewhat different form in the 
Bhagavata-sandarbha, where it is said that mdyd is that which appears 
outside the ultimate reality or Brahman, and ceases to appear with 
the realization of Brahman. It has no appearance in its own 
essential nature, i.e., without the support of the Brahman it cannot 
manifest itself ; it is thus associated with Brahman in two forms as 
jwa-mdyd and guna-mayd . The analogy of abhdsa , which was ex¬ 
plained by Srldhara as “ illusory image,” is here interpreted as the 
reflection of the solar light from outside the solar orb. The solar 
light cannot exist unless it is supported by the solar orb. But 
though this is so, yet the solar light can have an independent role 
and play outside the orb when it is reflected or refracted; thus it 
may dazzle the eyes of man and blind them to its real nature, and 
manifest itself in various colours. So also the analogy of darkness 
shows that, though darkness cannot exist where there is light, yet 
it cannot itself be perceived without the light of the eyes. The 
prakrti and its developments are but manifestations or appearances, 
which are brought into being outside the Brahman by the power of 
the mdyd ; but the movement of the mayd } the functioning of the 
vital pranas , manas and the senses, the body, are all made possible 
by the fact that they are permeated by the original essential power 
of God ( antaranga-sakti ) 2 „ Just as a piece of iron which derives its 
heat from the fire in which it is put cannot in its turn burn the fire 
or affect it in any manner, so the mdyd and its appearances, which 
derive their essence from the essential power of God, cannot in any 
way affect God or His essential power. 

The selves can know the body; but they cannot know the ultimate 
reality and the ultimate perceiver of all things. It is through mdyd 
that different things have an apparently independent existence and 


rte'rtham yat pr ally eta na pratlyeta cdtmani 

tad vidyad dtmano mayam yathd bhasam yathd tamah. 


2 svariipa-bhutakhyam antarangam saktint sarvasyapi pravrtty-anyathd- 
nupapattyd. Ibid. p. 69. 
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own by the selves; but the true and essential nature of Brahman 
is always one with all things, and, since in that state there is no duality, 
there is nothing knowable and no form separate from it. The ultimate 
reality, which reveals all things, reveals itself also—the heat rays 
of fire, which derive their existence from the fire, cannot bum the 
fire itself 1 . The gunas — sattva , rajas and tamas —belong to the jiva 
and not to Brahman; for that reason, so long as the selves (jiva) 
are blinded by the power of mdya , there is an appearance of duality, 
which produces also the appearance of knower and knowable. The 
may a is again described as twofold, the guna-mayd, which repre¬ 
sents the material forces ( jadatmikd ), and the dtma-mdyd , which is 
the will of God. There is also the concept of jwa-mdyd, which is, 
again, threefold—creative (Bhu\ protective (*$n), and destructive 
(Durga). The dtma-mdyd is the essential power of God 2 . In another 
sense mdya is regarded as being composed of the three gunas . The 
word yoga-mayd has also two meanings—it means the miraculous 
power achieved through the practice of the yoga when it is used as 
a power of the Yogins or sages; when applied to God ( j paramesvara ), 
it means the manifestation of His spiritual power as pure con¬ 
sciousness (cic-chakti-vildsa). When mdya is used in the sense of 
dtma-mdyd or God’s own mdya, it has thus three meanings, viz., 
His essential power (. svarupa-iakti ), His will involving knowledge 
and movement ( jndna-kriye ), and also the inner dalliance of His 
power as consciousness (cic-chakti-vilasa) 8 . Thus, there is no 
mdya in Vaikuntha, because it itself is of the nature of mdya or 
warUpa-sakii the Vaikuntha is, thus, identical with moksa (emanci¬ 
pation). 

Once it is admitted that the unthinkable power of God can 
explain all contradictory phenomena and also that by yoga-mdyd 
God can directly manifest any form, appearance or phenomena, it 
was easy for the Vaisnavas of the Gaudiya school to exploit the idea 
theologically. Leaving aside the metaphysical idea of the non- 
Vaisnava nature of the relation of God with His powers, they tried 

1 svartlpa-vaibhave tasya fivasya raimi-stharilyasya matjLdalasthanlyo ya dtmd 
paramdtma sa eva svarupa-saktya sarvarn abhut y anadita eva bhavann aste , na tu 
tat-pravesena, tat tatra itarah sajtvah kenetarena karana-bhutena ham paddrtham 
pasyet , na kendpi kam api pasyet ity-arthah; na hi ruhnayah svasaktya surya- 
mandaldntargata-vaibhvam prakdsayeyuh , na carciso vahnim nirdaheyuk. 
Sat-sandarbha, p. ji. 

2 mlyate anayd iti ntaya-sabdena sakti-mdtram api bhanyate. Ibid, p, 73. 

8 Ibid. pp. 73-4. 
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extension of the metaphysical formula to defend their re¬ 



ligious belief in the theological nature of the episodes of Krsna in 
Vmdavana, as related in the Bhagavaia . Thus they held that Krsna, 
including His body and all His dress and ornaments and the like, 
the Gopi$> with whom He had dalliance, and even the cows and 
trees of Vmdavana, were physically existent in limited forms and 
at the same time unlimited and spiritual as a manifestation of the 
essential nature of God. The Vaisnavas were not afraid of any 
contradiction, because in accordance with the ingeniously-devised 
metaphysical formula the supra-logical nature of God’s power was 
such that through it He could manifest Himself in all kinds of 
limited forms, and yet remain identical with His own supreme 
nature as pure bliss and consciousness. The contradiction was only 
apparent ; because the very assumption that God’s power is supra- 
logical resolves the difficulty of identifying the limited with the 
unlimited, the finite with the infinite 1 . The author of Sat-sandarbha 


takes great pains to prove that the apparent physical form of 


Krsna, as describedin the B hag aval a-pur ana, is one with Brahman. 
It is not a case in which the identity is to be explained as having 
absolute affinity with Brahman (atyanta-tadatmya) or as being 
dependent on Brahman: if the Brahman reveals itself in pure mind, 
it must appear as one, without any qualitative difference of any 
kind; if, in associating Brahman with the form of Krsna, this form 
appears to be an additional imposition, it is not the revelation of 
Brahman. It cannot be urged that the body of Krsna is a product 
of pure sattva ; for this has no rajas in it, and therefore there is no 
creative development in it. If there is any rajas in it, the body of 
Krsna cannot be regarded as made up of pure sattva; and, if there 
is any mixture of rajas , then it would be an impure state and there 
can be no revelation of Brahman in it. Moreover, the text of the 
Bhagavata-purana is definitely against the view that the body of 
Krsna is dependent only on pure sattva , because it asserts that the 
body of Krsna is itself one and the same as pure sattva or pure 

1 Ibid, pp. 70-92. satya-jndndnantdnaiidaika-rasa-'inurtitvdd yugapad eva 
sarvam api tal-tad-riipain vartata eva , kintu yUyam sarvadd sarvatfi na paiyatheti 
(p. 87), tatasca yada tava yatrdntse tat-tad-upasana-phaiasya yasya riipasya 
prakdsanecchd tadaiva tatra tad-riipam prakdlate iti. iyant kadety asya yuktih. 
tasmdt tat tat sarvam api tasmin iri-krma-rupe'ntarbhutajn ity evarn atrdpi 
tdtpnryam upasamharati (p. 90). tad ittham madhyamakdra eva sarvadharatvat 
bibhutvarji sadhitam. sarva-gatatvad api sadhyate. citrarft vataitad ekena vapusa 
yugapat prthak grhe$u dvya^a-sahasram striya eka uddvahat. 
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consciousness 1 . Again, since the body of Krsna appears in diverse 
forms, and since all these forms are but the various manifestations 
of pure consciousness and bliss, they are more enjoyable by the 
devotee than the Brahman 2 . 

In the Paramdtma-sandarbha the jiva or individual is described 
as an entity which in its own nature is pure and beyond mdyd, but 
which perceives all the mental states produced by mdyd and is 
affected by them. It is called Ksetrajna , because it perceives itself 
to be associated with its internal and external body ( ksetra ) 3 . In a 
more direct sense God is also called Ksetrajna , because He not only 
behaves as the inner controller of mdyd but also of all those that 
are affected by it and yet remains one with Himself through His 
essential power 4 . The Ksetrajna should not be interpreted in a 
monistic manner, to mean only a pure unqualified consciousness 
(nirvisesam cid~vastu)> but as God, the supreme inner controller. 
The view that unqualified pure consciousness is the supreme 
reality is erroneous. Consequently a distinction is drawn between 
the vyasti-ksetrajha (the individual person) and the samasti- 
ksetrajna (the universal person)—God, the latter being the object 
of worship by the former. This form of God as the inner controller 
is called Paramatman. 

God is further supposed to manifest Himself in three forms: 
first, as the presiding lord of the totality of selves and the prakrti , 
which have come out of Him like sparks from fire—Sankarsana or 
Mahavisnu; secondly, as the inner controller of all selves in their 
totality (samasfi-jwdntarydmt) — Pradyumna. The distinction be 
tween the first and the second stage is that in the first th c jiva and 
the prakrti are in an undifferentiated stage, whereas in the second 
the totality of the jtvas has been separated outside of prakrti and 
stands independently by itself. The third aspect of God is that in 
which He resides in every man as his inner controller. 

The jtvas are described as atomic in size; they are infinite in 
number and are but the parts of God. Mdyd is the power of God, 

1 tasya suddha-sattvasya prdkrtatvam tu nisiddham eva tasmdt na te prakrta - 
sattva-parindmd na vd tat-pracnrdh kintu sva-prakd£atd-laksana-suddha-sattva~ 
prakdiitd. Sat-sandarbha , p. 148, also pp. 147-8. 

2 Ibid. p. 149. 3 ibid. p. 209. 

4 may ay dm mdyike'pi antar-ydmitayd pravtsto'pi svarupa-saktyd svariipa-stha 
eva na tu tat-samsakta ity arthah , vdsudevatvena sarva-ksetra-jHdtrtvdt so y par ah 
ksetrajna dtmd paramdtmd. tad evatn dpi mukhyarn ksetrajnatvam paramdtmany 
eva. Ibid. p. 210. 
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arid the word is used in various senses in various contexts; it may 
mean the essential power, the external power, and it has also the 
sense of pradhana 1 . 


The author of the Sat-sandarbha denies the ordinary Vedantic 
view that the Brahman is pure consciousness and the support 
(asraya) of the objects (msaya or may a or ajndna). He regards the 
relation between maya and Brahman as transcendental and supra- 
rational. Just as various conflicting and contradictory powers may 
reside in any particular medicine, so also various powers capable of 
producing manifold appearances may reside in Brahman, though 
the manner of association may be quite inexplicable and un¬ 
thinkable. The appearance of duality is not due to the presence of 
ajndna (or ignorance) in the Brahman, but through His un¬ 
thinkable powers. The duality of the world can be reconciled with 
ultimate monism only on the supposition of the existence of the 
transcendent and supra-rational powers of God. This fact also 
explains how the power of God can transform itself into the 
material image without in any way affecting the unity and purity 
of God a . Thus both the subtle jtvas and the subtle material powers 
of the universe emanate from Paramatman, from whom both the 
conscious and the unconscious parts of the universe are produced. 
Paramatman, considered in Himself, may be taken as the agent of 
production ( nimitta-kdrana ), whereas in association with His 
powers He may be regarded as the material cause of the universe 
(updddna- karana ) 3 . Since the power of God is identical with the 
nature of God, the position of monism is well upheld. 

On the subject of the relation between the parts and the whole 
the author of the Sat-sandarbha says that the whole is not a con¬ 
glomeration of the parts, neither is the whole the transformation 
of the parts or a change induced in the parts. Nor can the whole 
be regarded as different from the parts or one with it, or as associ- 

1 tadevarn sandarbha-dvaye sakti-traya-vivrtih krtd. tatra ndmdbhinnatd- 
jarnta-bhranti-handya samgraha-slokah vidyd syad aniarangayam bahiumga ca sd 
stnrtd 

pradhane'pi kvacid drsta tad~vrttir mohirtt ca sd, 

adye Iraye syat prakrtii cic-chaktis tvantarangikd 

suddha-jlve'pi te dr§te tathesa-jnana-viryayoh . 

cinmaya-iakti-vrtyos tu vidya-sahtir udlryate 

cic-chakti~vrttau mdydyam yoga-mdyd sama smrtd 

pradhdndvydkrtd- vyak tarn traigunye prakrteh pararg. 

na may ay am na cic-chaktdv ityadyiihyam vivekibhih. Ibid . p. 245. 

2 Ibid. p. 249. 3 Ibid. p. 250. 
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with it. If the whole were entirely different from the parts, 
the parts would have nothing to do with the whole; if the parts 
were inherent in the whole, then any part would be found anywhere 
in the whole. Therefore the relation between the parts and the 
whole is of a supra-logical nature. From this position the author 
of the Sat-sandarbha jumps to the conclusion that, wherever there 
is an appearance of any whole, such an appearance is due to the 
manifestation of Paramatman, which is the ultimate cause and the 
ultimate reality ( tasmdd aikya-buddhydlambma-nlpani yatpratiyate 
tat sarvatm paramatma-laksanam sarvakaranam asty eva, p. 252). 
All manifestations of separate wholes are, therefore, false appear¬ 
ances due to similarity; for wherever there is a whole there is the 
manifestation of God, In this way the whole universe may be 
regarded as one, and thus all duality is false 1 . 

Just as fire is different from wood, the spark and the smoke 
(though the latter two are often falsely regarded as being identical 
with the fire), so the self, as the separate perceiver called Bhagavan 
or Brahman, is also different from the five elements (the senses, the 
antahkarana and the pradhana ) which together pass by the name 
of jiva 2 . 

Those who have their minds fixed on the Supreme Soul 
(Paramatman) and look upon the world as its manifestation thereby 
perceive only the element of ultimate reality in it; whereas those 
who are not accustomed to look upon the world as the manifestation 
of the supreme soul perceive it only as the effect of ignorance; thus 
to them the Paramatman, who pervades the world as the abiding 
Reality, does not show Himself to be such. Those who traffic in 
pure gold attach no importance to the various forms in which the 
gold may appear (bangles, necklaces and the like), because their 
chief interest lies in pure gold; whereas there are others whose chief 
interest is not pure gold, but only its varied unreal forms. This 
world is brought into being by God through His inherent power 
working upon Himself as the material cause; as the world is brought 

1 tasmat mrvaikya-buddhi-nidanat prthag dehaikya-buddhih sadrsyabhramah 
sydt, purvdpardvayavanusandhdne sati paraspararn dsayaikatva-stkitatvend'vaya - 
vatvsadhdranyena caikyasadrsyat praty-avayavam ekatayd pratiteh , so"yam deha 
iti bhrama eva bhavatfty arthah , prati-vrksam tad idam vanam itivat . 

Sat-sandarbha, p. 253, 

2 *yatholmukdl visphulingad dhUmad apt svasambhavdt 
apy dtmatvena vimatad yathdgnifi prthag ulmukdt 
bhutendnyan tahkarandt pradhanuj-jfva-samjnitdt 

dtmd tathd Prthag dra§ta bhagavan brahma-samjnitah. Ibid. p. 254. 
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totobeing, He enters into it, controls it in every detail, and in the 
last stage (at the time of pralaya ) He divests Himself of various 
forms of manifestation and returns to Himself as pure being, 
endowed with His own inherent power. Thus it is said in the 
Visnu-purana that, the ignorant, instead of perceiving the world as 
pure knowledge, are deluded by perceiving it as the visible and 
tangible world of objects; but those who are pure in heart and wise 
percei ve the whole world as the nature of God, as pure consciousness. 


Status of the World. 


Thus in the Vaisnava system the world is not false (like the 
rope-snake), but destructible (like a jug). The world has no reality; 
for, though it is not false, it has no uninterrupted existence in past, 
present and future; only that can be regarded as real which is 
neither false nor has only an interrupted existence in time. Such 
reality can only be affirmed of Paramatman or His power 1 . 1 he 
IJpanisads say that in the beginning there existed ultimate Reality, 
saty this term means the mutual identity of the subtle potential 
power of Brahman and the Brahman. The theory of satkdryavdda 
may be supposed to hold good with reference to the fact that 
it is the subtle power of God that manifests itself in diverse 
forms {sUk$m&vasthadak$ana-t^ . Now the question arises, 

whether, if the world has the ultimate sal as its m aterial cause, it must 
be as indestructible as that; if the world is indestructible, then why 
should it not be false (like the conch-shell-silver) and, consequently, 
why should not the vvvavta theory be regarded as valid? I he reply 
to such a question is that to argue that, because anything is produced 
from the real (sat), therefore it must also be real (sat) is false, since 
this is not everywhere the case; it cannot be asserted that the 
qualities of the effect sihould be wholly identical with the qualities 
of the cause; the rays of light emanating from fire have not the 
power of burning 2 . Sridhara, in his commentary on the Visnu~ 
purdna , asserting that Brahman has an unchangeable and a 
changeable form, explains the apparent incongruity in the possi¬ 
bility of the changeable coming out of the unchangeable on the 

1 tatn vivarta-vadinam iva rajju-sarpa-van na mithydtvam kintu ghata-van : 
nasvaratvam eva tasya. tato mithyatvabhavc api tri-kdldvyabhicard-bhdvdj 
jagato na sattvam vivarta-parindmasiddhatvena tad-do§a-dvaydbhavavaty eva 
hi vasty ni sattvam vidhlyate yathd patcimdtmani tacchaktau vd. Ibid. p. 255* 

2 Ibid. p. 256. 
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basis of the above analogy of fire and the rays emanating from it. 
Again, in other cases an appearance like that of silver manifesting 
itself from the conch-shell is wholly false, as it has only appearance, 
but no utility; so there are many other things which, though they 
are believed to have a particular nature, are in reality quite different 
and have entirely different effects. Thus some wood poison may be 
believed to be dry ginger, and used as such; but it will still retain 
its poisonous effects. Here, in spite of the illusory knowledge of 
one thing as another, the things retain their natural qualities, which 
are not affected by the illusory notion. 

The power a thing has of effecting any change or utility cannot 
be present at all times and places, or with the change of object, and 
so the power of effecting any change or utility, not being an eternal 
and all-abicling quality, cannot be regarded as the defining 
character of reality; so a false appearance like the conch-shell - 
silver, which has merely a perceivable form, but no other utility or 
power of effecting changes, cannot be regarded as real. Only that 
is real which is present in all cases of illusory objects or those which 
have any kind of utility; reality is that which lies as the ground and 
basis of all kinds of experience, illusory or relatively objective. The 
so-called real world about us, though no doubt endowed with the 
power of effecting changes or utility, is yet destructible. The word 
“ destructible,” however, is used only in the sense that the world 
returns to the original cause—the power of God—from which it 
came into being. The mere fact that we deal with the world and 
that it serves some purpose or utility is no proof that it is real; for 
our conduct and our dealings may proceed on the basis of blind 
convention, without assuming any reality in them. The currency 
of a series of conventions based on mutual beliefs cannot prove 
either their reality or their nature as knowledge ( vijndna ) without 
any underlying substratum. Thus the currency of conventions 
cannot prove their validity. The world thus is neither false nor 
eternal; it is real, and yet does not remain in its apparent form, but 
loses itself in its own unmanifested state within the power of 
Brahman; and in this sense both the satkdrya and the parinama 
theories are valid 1 . 

It is wrong to suppose that originally the world did not exist at 
all and that in the end also it will absolutely cease to exist; for, since 
1 Sat-sandarbha, p. 259. 
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absolute reality is altogether devoid of any other kind of experience, 
and is of the nature of homogeneous blissful experience, it is im¬ 
possible to explain the world as an illusory imposition like the 
conch-shell-silver. It is for this reason that the world-creation is 
to be explained on the analogy of parindma (or evolution) and not 
on the analogy of illusory appearances like the conch-shell-silver 
or the rope-snake. Through His own unthinkable, indeterminable 
and inscrutable power the Brahman remains one with Himself and 
yet produces the world 1 ; thus it is wrong to think of Brahman as 
being the ground cause. If the world is eternally existent as it is, 
then the causal operation is meaningless; if the world is absolutely 
non-existent, then the notion of causal operation to produce the 
absolutely non-existent is also impossible. Therefore, the world is 
neither wholly existent nor wholly non-existent, but only existent 
in an unmanifested form. The jug exists in the lump of clay, in an 
unmanifested form; and causal operation is directed only to 
actualize the potential; the world also exists in the ultimate cause, 
in an unmanifested form, and is actualized in a manifest form by 
His natural power operating in a definite manner. It is thus wrong 
to suppose that the maya of th ejwa> from which comes all ignorance, 
is to be regarded as the cause of the majesty of God's powers; God 
is independent, all-powerful and all-creator, responsible for all that 
exists in the world. It is thus wrong to suppose that the jlva creates 
the world either by his own powers or by his own ajndna ; God is 
essentially true, and so He cannot create anything that is false 2 . 

The Vaisnava theory thus accepts the doctrine of ultimate 
dissolution in prakrti (prakrti-laya). In the time of emancipation 
the world is not destroyed; for being of the nature of the power of 
God it cannot be destroyed; it is well known that in the case of 
jlvan-miikti the body remains. What happens in the stage of 
emancipation is that all illusory notions about the world vanish, but 
the world, as such, remains, since it is not false; emancipation is thus 
a state of subjective reformation, not an objective disappearance of 
the world. As the objective world is described as identical with 

1 ato acintya-sankhya-svarupad acyutasyaiva tavaparindma-smkarena dravina - 
jdtindm dravya-matrancim mrl-lohddfnam vikcdpa veda ghata-kundaladayas 
tenant panthano nidrgdh prakaras tair eva asmdbhir upamiyate na tu kutrdpi 
bhrama-rajatadibhih . Ibid. p. 260. 

2 satya-svabhdvikdcintya-saktih pararnesvaras tuccha~mdyikam api na kurydt. 
Ibid . p. 262. 
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s powers, so also are the senses and the buddfii . When the 
IJpanisad says that the manas is created hy God, this merely means 
that God is identical with the cosmic manas , the manas of all beings, 
in His form as Aniruddha\ The ultimate cause is identical with the 
effect; wherever the effect is new ( apurva ), and has a beginning and 
an end, it is illusory; for here the concept of cause and effect are 
mutually interdependent and not separately determinable. Until 
the effect is produced, nothing can be regarded as cause, and, unless 
the cause is determined, the effect cannot be determined 1 2 ; so to 
validate the concept of causality the power as effect must be re¬ 
garded as already existent in the cause. It is this potential existence 
of effect that proves its actual existence; thus the world exists as the 
natural energy of God, and as such it is eternally real. Even the 
slightest change and manifestation cannot be explained without 
reference to God or independently of Him; if such explanation 
were possible, the world also would be self-luminous pure 
consciousness. 

It has been said that th ejwas are indeed the energy of God, but 
that still they may suffer from the defect of an obscuration of their 
self-luminosity. The jivas, being of the nature of tatastha sakti , are 
inferior to the essential power of God, by which their self¬ 
luminosity could be obscured 3 . This obscuration could be removed 
by God’s will only through the spirit of enquiry regarding God’s 
nature on the part of th ejivas. According to the Sat-sandarbha the 
world is a real creation; but it refers with some approval to another 
view, that the world is a magical creation which deludes the jlvas 
into believing in a real objective existence of the world. This view, 
however, must be distinguished from the monistic view of Sankara 
(which is that the real creator by His real power manifests the 
world-experience to a real perceiver) 4 , and it also differs from the 
Sat-sandarbha in that the latter regards the world as a real creation. 

1 atas tan-mano’syjata manah prajapatim ity adau manalyiabdena sama$ti - 
mono'dhi$thata himan aniruddha eva. Sat-sandarbha , p. 262. 

antah-karana-bahih-karana-vi$aya-rupena paramdtma-laksanam jndnarn eva 
bhdti tasmad ananyad eva buddhyadi-vastu ity-arthah. Ibid. p. 263. 

a ydvat kdryam na jay ate tdvat kdranatvam mrt-suktyader na siddhyati 
k dr ana tvasiddh a u ca kdryam na jdyate eveti paraspara-sdpek?atva~do?dt. Ibid . 
p. 365 . 

3 Ibid. p. 266. 

4 satyenaiva kartd satyam eva dr as t dr am praii satyaiva tayd saktyd vastunah 
sphuranat loke api tathaiva driyata iti . Ibid. p. 268. 
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It must, however, be maintained that the main interest of the 
Vaisnavas is not in these hair-splitting dialectical discussions; theirs 
is professedly a system of practical religious emotionalism, and this 
being so it matters very little to a Vaisnava whether the world is real 
or unreal. His chief interest lies in the delight of his devotion to 
God 1 . It is further held that the ordinary experience of the world 
can well be explained by a reference to world-analogies; but the 
transcendental relation existing between God, the individual, the 
souls and the world can hardly be so explained. The Upanisad 
texts declare the identity of th tjwa and paramesvara ; but they only 
mean that paramesvara and the jiva alike are pure consciousness. 


God and His Powers. 


Returning to the Saf-sandarbha, one stumbles over the problem 
how the Brahman, who is pure consciousness and unchangeable, can 
be associated with the ordinary gunas of prakrti. The ordinary 
analogy of play cannot apply to God; children find pleasure in play 
or are persuaded to play by their playmates; but God is self- 
realized in Himself and His powers, He cannot be persuaded to act 
by anybody, He is always dissociated from everything, and is not 
swayed by passions of any kind. As He is above the gunas, they and 
their actions cannot be associated with Him. We may also ask how 
the jiva, who is identical with God, can be associated with the 
beginningless avidya. He being of the nature of pure consciousness, 
there ought not to be any obscuration of His consciousness, either 
through time or through space or through conditions or through 
any internal or external cause. Moreover, since God exists in the 
form of the jivas in all bodies, the jivas ought not to be under the 
bondage of afflictions or karma. The solution of such difficulties is 
to be found in the supra-rational nature of the maya-sakti of God, 
which, being supra-logical, cannot be dealt with by the apparatus 
of ordinary logic. The fact that the power of God can be conceived 
as internal ( antaranga ) and external (bahiranga) explains why what 
happens in the region of God’s external power cannot affect His 
own internal nature; thus, though God in the form of jivas may be 
under the influence of maya and the world-experience arising 
therefrom, He remains all the time unaffected in His own internal 


satyani na satyam nah krpia-pcidabjarnodam antard 
jagat satyam asatyam vd ko'yam tasmin duragrahah, Ibid, p. 269. 
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The supra-logicai and supra-rational distinction existing 
between the threefold powers (svarupa or antaranga, bahirmiga , 
and tatastha) of God and their relation to Him explains dif¬ 
ficulties which ordinarily may appear insurmountable. It is this 
supra-logicai conception that explains how God can be within the 
sway of may a and yet be its controller 1 . The jiva in reality is not 
under the sway of afflictions, but still he appears to be so through 
the influence of God’s may a; just as in dreams a man may have all 
kinds of untrue and distorted experiences, so also the world- 
experiences are imposed on the self through the influence of God’s 
mayd . The appearance of impurity in the pure jiva is due to the 
influence of mdyd acting as its upadhi (or condition)—just as the 
motionless moon appears to be moving on the ripples of a flowing 
river. Through the influence of mdyd the individual jiva identifies 
himself with the prakrti and falsely regards the qualities of the 
prakrti as his own 2 . 


God’s Relation to His Devotees. 

The incarnations of God are also to be explained on the same 
analogy. It is not necessary for God to pass through incarnations 
or to exert any kind of effort for the maintenance of the world; for 
He is omnipotent; all the incarnations of God recounted in the 
Purdnas are for the purpose of giving satisfaction to the devotees 
(hhaktas ). They are effected by the manifestation of the essential 
powers of God ( svarupa-saktydviskarana ), out of sympathy for 
His devotees. This may naturally be taken to imply that God is 
affected by the sorrows and sufferings of His devotees and that He 
is pleased by their happiness. The essential function of the essential 
power of God is called hladim, and the essence of this hladini is 
bhaktiy which is of the nature of pure bliss. Bhakti exists in both 
God and the devotee, in a dual relation 3 . God is self-realized, for 

1 Saf-sandarbha , p. 270. 

2 yathd jale pratibimbitasya eva candramaso jalopadhikrtah kampadi-guno 
dharmo dyiyate na tvdkasa-sthitasya tadvad anatmanah, prakrti-rupopadher 
dhannah dtrnanah suddhasydsann api aham eva so* yam ity dvesdn mdyayd upadhi - 
tdddtmydpanndhamkdrdbhdsasya prutibimba-sthdnlyasya tasya drastur ddhyd- 
tmikdvasthasya eva yady api sydt tathdpi suddhah asau tad-abhedabhirndnena 
torn pasyati. Ibid . p. 272. 

3 parama-sdra-bhutdyd api svarupa- sakteft sdra-bhutd hladini ndma yd 
vrttis tasya eva sdra-hhuto vrtti-viseso bhaktih sd ca raty-apara-parydyd. bhaklir 
bhagavati bhaktesu ca niksipta-nijobhaya-kotih saw add tisthati. Ibid. p. 274. 
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bhakti exists in the bhakta, and being a power of God it is in 
essence neither different from nor identical with Him. Bhakti is 
only a special manifestation of His power in the devotee, involving 
a duality and rousing in God a special manifestation of delight 
which may be interpreted as pleasure arising from the bhakti of the 
devotee. When God says that He is dependent on the bhakta, the 
idea is explicable only on the supposition that bhakti is the essence 
of the essential power of God; the devotee through his bhakti holds 
the essential nature of God within him. Now the question arises 
whether God really feels sorrow when the devotees feel it, and 
whether He is moved to sympathy by such an experience of sorrow. 
Some say that God, being all-blissful by nature, cannot have any 
experience of sorrow; but others say that He has a knowledge of 
suffering, not as existing in Himself, but as existing in the devotee. 
The writer of Saf-sandarbha, however, objects that this does not 
solve the difficulty; if God has experience of sorrow, it does not 
matter whether He feels the pain as belonging to Himself or to 
others. It must therefore be admitted that, though God may some¬ 
how have a knowledge of suffering, yet He cannot have experience 
of it; and so, in spite of God’s omnipotence, yet, since He has no 
experience of the suffering of men, He cannot be accused of cruelty 
in not releasing everyone from his suffering. The happiness of 
devotees consists in the experience of their devotion, and their 
sorrow is over obstruction in the way of their realization of God. 
God’s supposed pity for His devotee originates from an experience 
of his devotion, expressing itself in forms of extreme humility 
(dainyatmaka-bhakti), and not from experience of an ordinary 
sorrow. When God tries to satisfy the desires of His devotee, He 
is not actuated by an experience of suffering, but by an experience 
of the devotion existing in the devotee. If God had experience of 
the sorrows of others and if in spite of His omnipotence He had not 
released them from them, He would have to be regarded as cruel; 
so also, if He had helped only some to get out of suffering and had 
left others to suffer, He would have to be regarded as being only a 
partial God. But God has no experience of the sorrows of others; 
He only experiences devotion in others. The efficacy of prayer does 
not prove that God is partial; for there is no one dear to Him or 
enemy to Him; but, when through devotion the devotee prays for 
anything to Him, He being present in his heart in one through the 
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Motion, grants him the object of his desire; so it is not necessary 
for God to pass through stages of incarnation for the protection or 
maintenance of the world ; but still He does so in order to satisfy 
prayers to God. All the incarnations of God are for the fulfilment 
of the devotee's desires. The inscrutability of God’s behaviour in 
the fulfilment of His devotee’s desires is to be found in the in¬ 
scrutability of the supra-rational nature of the essential power of 
God. Though all the works of God are absolutely independent and 
self-determined, yet they are somehow in accord with the good and 
bad deeds of man. Even when God is pleased to punish the mis¬ 
deeds of those who are inimical to his devotees, such punishment 
is not effected by the rousing of anger in Him, but is the natural 
result of His own blissful nature operating as a function of His 
hladinV . But the writer of the Sat-sandarbha is unable to explain 
the fact why the impartial and passionless God should destroy the 
demons for the sake of His devotees, and he plainly admits that the 
indescribable nature of God’s greatness is seen when, in spite of 
His absolute impartiality to all, He appears to be partial to some. 
Though He in Himself is beyond the influence of maya , yet in 
showing mercy to His devotees He seems to express Himself in 
terms of mdyd and to be under its sway. The transition from the 
transcendent sattva quality of God to His adoption of the ordinary 
qualities of prakrti is supra-rational and cannot be explained. But 
the writer of the Sat-sandarbha always tries to emphasize the facts 
that God is on the one hand actuated by His purpose of serving the 
interest of His devotees and that on the other hand all His move¬ 
ments are absolutely self-determined—though in the ordinary 
sense self-determination would be incompatible with being 
actuated by the interest of others. Fie further adds that, though it 
may ordinarily appear that God is moved to action in certain critical 
happenings in the course of world-events or in the life of Flis 
devotee, yet, since these events of the world are also due to the 
manifestation of His own power as mdyd y the parallelism that may 
be noticed between world-events and His own efforts cannot be 
said to invalidate the view that the latter are self-determined. Thus 


1 atha yadi kecit bhaktdnam eva dvisanti tadd tadd bhakta-paksa-pdtdntah - 
pdtitvad bhagavatd svayam taddve§e apt na do$ah pratyuta bhak ta-v is ay aka-tad- 
rateh po$akatvena hladinl~vrtti-bhiitdnandolldsa-vi$e§a evdsau. Sat-sandarbha, 
p. 278. 


God’s Relation to His Devotees 

is own efforts are naturally roused by Himself through the im¬ 
pulsion of bhakti, in which there is a dual manifestation of the 
essential power of God, as existing in Himself and in the heart of 
the devotee. It has already been said that bhakti is the essence of 
the essential power of God which has for its constituents the devotee 
and God. The prompting or rousing of God’s powers through 
world-events is thus only a mere appearance ( pravrfya bhasa), 
happening in consonance with the self-determining activity of God. 
It is further said that God’s activity in creating the world is also 
motivated by His interest in giving satisfaction to His devotees. 
Time is the defining character of His movement, and, when God 
determines Himself to move forward for creation through time- 
movement, He wishes to create His own devotees, merged in the 
prakrti, out of His mercy for them. But in order to create them He 
must disturb the equilibrium of the prakrti, and for this purpose 
His spontaneous movement as thought separates the power (as 
jiva-maya ) from His essential power ( svarupa-sakti ); thus the 
equilibrium of the former is disturbed, and rajas comes into 
prominence. The disturbance may be supposed to be created in an 
apparent manner (tacchesatatmakaprabhavenaivoddipta) or by the 
dynamic of kala 1 . When God wishes to enjoy Himself in His 
manifold creation, He produces sattva, and, when He washes to 
lie in sleep with His entire creation, He creates tamas. Thus 
all the creative actions of God are undertaken for the sake of His 
devotees. The lying in sleep of God is a state of ultimate dissolu¬ 
tion. Again, though God exists in all as the internal controller, 
yet He is not perceived to be so; it is only in the mind of 
the devotee that He really appears in His true nature as the inner 
controller. 

The author of the Sap-sandarbha is in favour of the doctrine of 
three vytlhas as against the theory of four vyUhas of the Panca- 
ratras. He therefore refers to the Mahabharata for different tradi¬ 
tions of one, two, three and four vyuhas , and says that this dis¬ 
crepancy is to be explained by the inclusion of one or more vyuhas 
within the others. The Bhdgavata-purana is so called from the fact 
that it accepts Bhagavan as the principal vyuha' 1 . The enquiry 
(jijnasd ) concerning this Brahman has been explained by Ramanuja 
as dhyana , but according to the Sat-sandarbha this dhyana is nothing 
1 Ibid. p. 283. a Ibid. 
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the worship of God in a definite form; for it is not easy to 
indulge in any dhyana (or worship of God) without associating it 
with a form on which one may fix his mind. Brahman is described 
as unchanging ultimate truth, and, as sorrow only is changeable, 
He is also to be regarded as wholly blissful. Brahman is also re¬ 
garded as satyam, because He is the self-determiner, and His 
existence does not depend on the existence or the will of anything 
else. He, by his power as self-luminosity, dominates His other 
power as mdyd, and is in Himself untouched by it. This shows that, 
though may a is one of His powers, yet in His own nature He is beyond 
mdyd. The real creation coming out of mdyd consists of the three 
elements of fire, water and earth partaking of each other’s parts. 
The Sankarites say that the world is not a real creation, but an 
illusory imposition like the silver in the conch-shell; but such an 
illusion can only be due to similarity, and, if through it the conch- 
shell can be conceived as silver, it is also possible that the silver may 
also be misconceived as conch-shell. It is by no means true that the 
ground (adhisthana) of illusion should be one and the illusion 
manifold; for it is possible to have the illusion of one object in the 
conglomeration of many; the collocation of many trees and hills 
and fog may produce the combined effect of a piece of cloud. The 
world of objects is always perceived, while the Brahman is per¬ 
ceived as pure self-luminosity; and, if it is possible to regard 
Brahman also as illusory, that will practically mean that Brahman 
cannot any longer be regarded as the ground of the world. The 
world therefore is to be regarded as real. The monistic view, that 
the Brahman is absolutely devoid of any quality, is false; for the 
very name Brahman signifies that He is supremely great. The 
world also has not only come out of Him, but stays in Him and will 
ultimately be dissolved in Him. Moreover, the effect should have 
some resemblance to the cause, and the visible and tangible world, 
of which God is the cause, naturally signifies that the cause itself 
cannot be absolutely devoid of quality 1 . Even on the supposition 
that Brahman is to be defined as that from which the world- 
illusion has come into being, the point remains, that this in itself is 
a distinguishing quality; and, even if Brahman be regarded as self- 
luminous, the self-luminosity itself is a quality which distinguishes 

1 sddhya-dharmavyabhicari-$ddhana~dharrnamrita--vastu-vi§ayatvcin na tattv 
apramanain* Sat-sandarbha. p. 27. 


Nature of bhakti 

from other objects. If self-luminosity is a distinguishing 
quality, and if Brahman is supposed to possess it, He cannot be 
regarded as qualityless 1 . 

Nature of bhakti. 

The author of the Sat-sandarbha discusses in the Krsna - 
sandarbha the then favourite theme of the Vaisnavas that Lord 
Krsna is the manifestation of the entire Godhood. The details of 
such a discussion cannot pertinently be described in a work like the 
present one, and must therefore be omitted. 

In the Bhakti-sandarbha the author of the Sat-sandarbha deals 
with the nature of bhakti . He says that, though the jivas are parts 
of God’s power, yet through beginningless absence of true know¬ 
ledge of the ultimate reality their mind is turned away from it, and 
through this weakness their self-knowledge is obscured by may a] 
they are habituated to looking upon the pradhdna (the product of 
sattva , rajas and tamas) as being identical with themselves, and 
thereby suffer the sorrows associated with the cycles of birth and 
re-birth. Those jivas , however, who by their religious practices 
have inherited from their last birth an inclination towards God, or 
those who through a special mercy of God have their spiritual eyes 
opened, naturally feel inclined towards God and have a realization 
of His nature whenever they listen to religious instruction. It is 
through the worship of God that there arise the knowledge of God 
and the realization of God, by which all sorrows are destroyed. In 
the Upanisads it is said that one should listen to the Upanisadic 
texts propounding the unity of Brahma and meditate upon them. 
Such a course brings one nearer God, because through it the 
realization of Brahma is said to be possible. The processes of 
asfdnga-yoga may also be regarded as leading one near to God’s 
realization. Even the performance of karma helps one to attain the 
proximity of God; by performing one’s duties one obeys the com¬ 
mands of God, and in the case of obligatory duties the performer 
derives no benefit, as the fmits of those actions are naturally 
dedicated to God. Knowledge associated with bhakti is also 

1 jagaj-janmddi~bhramo yatas tad brahmeti svotprek$ci~pak$e ca na nir~ 
vi$e$a-va$tu-siddhih bhrama-miilam ajiianam ajnanasaksi brahmeti upagamat. 
sdksitvam hi prakdsaikarasatayd ucyate. prakasatvarn tujadad vytivartakam svasya 
parasya ca vyavahdra-yogyatdpddana-svabhdvena bhavati. tathd sati savis- 
epatvam tad-ab have prakasataiva na sydt tucchataiva sydt. Ibid. p. 291. 
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sly helpful by detaching one's mind from objects other than 
God; yet bhakti alone, exhibited in chanting God's name arid in 
being intoxicated with emotion for God, is considered to be of 
supreme importance. The two forms of bhakti have but one 
objective, namely, to afford pleasure to God; they are therefore 
regarded as ahetuM. The true devotee finds a natural pleasure in 
chanting the name of God and absorbing himself in meditation 
upon God's merciful actions for the sake of humanity. Though the 
paths of duty and of knowledge are prescribed for certain classes of 
persons, yet the path of bhakti is regarded as superior; those who 
are in it need not follow the path of knowledge and the path of 
disinclination from worldly things 1 2 . All the various duties pre¬ 
scribed in the sdsiras are fruitful only if they are performed through 
the inspiration of bhakti , and, even if they are not performed, one 
may attain his highest only through the process of bhakti . 

Bhakti is also described as being itself the emancipation 
( muktiy . True philosophic knowledge ( tattva-jnana ) is the 
secondary effect of bhakti . True tattva-jiidna consists in the 
realization of God in His three-fold form, as Brahman, Para- 
matman and Bhagavan in relation to His threefold powers, with 
which He is both identical and different. This reality of God can only 
be properly realized and apperceived through bhakti 3 . Knowledge 
is more remote than realization. Bhakti brings not only knowledge, 
but also realization ( jndna-matrasya kd varttd sdksdd api kurvanti); 
it is therefore held that bhakti is much higher than philosophic 
knowledge, which is regarded as the secondary effect of it. The true 
devotee can realize the nature of God either in association with His 
Powers or as divested of them, in His threefold form or in any 
one of His forms, according as it pleases him. The effect of one's 
good deeds is not the attainment of Heaven, but success in the 
satisfaction of God through the production of bhakti . The nididhyd - 
sana of the Upanisads means the worship of God ( updsand ) by 
reciting the name and glory of God; when one does so with full 
attachment to God, all the bonds of his karma are torn asunder. 
The real difficulty however lies in the generation in one's mind of 

1 bhajatmnjnana-vair igydbhyasenaprayojanam nasti . Sat-sandarbha, p. 481. 

2 niicald tvayi bhaktir yd saiva muktir janardana (quotation from Skanda- 
purdtia , Revakhanda ). Ibid. p. 451, 

3 Ibid . p. 454. 
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satisfaction in reciting His name and glories. By association with 
true devotees one’s mind gradually becomes inclined to God, and 
this is further intensified by the study of religious literature like the 
Bhagavata-purana. As an immediate result of this, the mind 
becomes dissociated from rajas and lamas (desires and afflictions), 


and by a further extension of the attachment to God there dawns 


the wisdom of the nature of God and His realization; as a result, 
egoism is destroyed, all doubts are dissolved, and all bondage of 
karma is also destroyed. Through reciting God’s name and listening 
to religious texts describing His nature one removes objective 
ignorance regarding the nature of God, by deep thought and 
meditation one dispels one’s own subjective ignorance through 
the destruction of one’s illusory views regarding God, and by the 
realization and direct apprehension of God the personal imperfection 
which was an obstacle to the comprehension of the nature of God 
is destroyed. The following of the path of bhakti is different from 
the following of the path of duties in this, that, unlike the latter, the 
former yields happiness both at the time of following and also when 
the ultimate fulfilment is attained 1 . Thus one should give up all 
efforts towards the path of obligatory or other kinds of duties 
{karma), or towards the path of knowledge or of disinclination 
{vairagyay. These are fruitless without bhakti-, for, unless the works 
are dedicated to God, they are bound to afflict one with the bondage 
of karma, and mere knowledge without bhakti is only external and 
can produce neither realization nor bliss; thus neither the obli¬ 
gatory ( nitya ) nor the occasional {naimittika) duties should be 
performed, but the path of bhakti should alone be followed. If the 
ultimate success of bhakti is achieved, there is nothing to be said 
about it; but, even if the path of bhakti cannot be successfully 
followed in the present life, there is no punishment in store for the 
devotee; for the follower of the path of bhakti has no right to follow 
the path of knowledge or of duties ( bhakti-rasikasya karma- 
nadhikaraty. God manifests Himself directly in the conscious 
processes of all men, and He is the world-soul 4 ; and He alone is 

1 karmdnusthdnavan na sddhana-kdle sadhya-kale vd bhaktyaniisthanam 
duhkha-rtlpam pratyuta sukha-rupam eva. Ibid. p. 457. 


3 Ibid. p. 460. 


2 Ibid. p. 457. 


* sarvesdm dhl~vrttibhih anubhiitam sarvarn yena sa eka eva sarvdntardtmd. 
Ibid. p/460. 
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to be worshipped. Since bhakti is in itself identical with emancipa¬ 
tion, our ultimate object of attainment is bhakti (bhaktir eva- 
bhidheyam vastu). A man who is on the path of bhakti has no need 
to undergo troublous efforts for self-concentration; for the very 
devotion would by itself produce self-concentration in a natural 
and easy manner through the force of the devotional emotion. The 
place of bhakti is so high that even those who have attained saintli ¬ 
ness or the stage of jivan-mukti and whose sins have been burnt away 
may have their fall, and their sins may re-grow through the will of 
God, if they are disrespectful to God 1 . Even when through bhakti 
the bondage of karma has been destroyed, there is scope for a still 
higher extension of bhakti, through which one attains a still purer 
form of his nature. Thus bhakti is a state of eternal realizations 
which may subsist even when the impurities of bondage are 
entirely removed. God is the supreme dispenser of all things; 
through His will even the lowest of men may be transformed into 
a god, and the gods also may be transformed into the lowest of 
men. The existence of bhakti is regarded as the universal dispeller 
of all evils; thus bhakti not only removes all kinds of defects, but 
even the impending evils of karmas which are on the point of 
fructification (prdrabdha-karma) are destroyed through its power 2 . 
A true devotee therefore wants neither ordinary emancipation nor 
anything else, but is anxious only to pursue the path of bhakti. 

To a devotee there is nothing so desired as God. This devotion 
to God may be absolutely qualityless ( nirguna ). The true knowledge 
of God must be the knowledge of the qualityless {nirguna), and 
therefore true devotion to Him must also be qualityless (nirguna ); 
for, in whatever way bhakti may manifest itself, its sole object is the 
qualityless God. The meaning of the word “qualityless” (or 
nirguna) is that in itself it is beyond the gunas. It has been explained 
before that bhakti is nothing but a manifestation of God’s essential 
power, and as such it has God only as its constituent, and it must 
therefore be regarded as beyond the gunas ; but in its expression 
bhakti may appear both as within or without the gunas. Knowledge 
of Brahman may also be regarded as occurring in a twofold form; 


jtvan-mukta apt punar bandhanam ydnti karmabhih 
yady acintya-mdha-iaktau bhagavaty aparddhinah. 


Sat*$andarbhtt f p» 505, 


Ibid. p. 516. 
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lentity between the self and God, as in the case of the so-called 
Brahma-vadins; and with a certain kind of duality, as in the case 
of devotees. For this reason, though bhakti consists of knowledge 
and action, it is to be regarded as nirguna , because it refers to God 
alone, who is beyond all gums * Bhakti is thus obviously a tran¬ 
scendental process. It is no doubt true that sometimes it is de¬ 
scribed as being associated with gtmas (sagtina); but in all such 
cases such a characterization of bhakti can only be on account of its 
association with intellectual, volitional or emotional qualities of the 
mind 1 . Bhakti really means “to live with God ”; since God Himself 
is beyond the gunas, residence with or in God must necessarily 
mean a state beyond the gunas. There are others, however, who 
distinguish bhakti as worshipful action and as God-realizing know¬ 
ledge, and according to them it is only the latter that is regarded as 
being beyond the gunas (nirguna). But, though the actual wor¬ 
shipping action is manifested in and through the gunas, the spiritual 
action determining it must be regarded as outside the material 
influences 2 . 

A question may here naturally arise* that if God is always of the 
nature of pure bliss, how is it possible for the devotee to please Him 
by his bhakti ? This has already been explained, and it may further 
be added that bhakti is a mode of the self-realization of God’s own 
blissful nature; its mode of operation is such that here the hladini 
power of God works itself by taking in the devotee as its con¬ 
stituent and its nature is such that it is blissful not only to God, 
but also to the devotee 3 . The appearance of bhakti in a devotee is 
due to God’s will manifesting His self-realizing power in him, and 
such a manifestation of His will is to be interpreted as His mercy. 
So God is the real cause of the appearance of bhakti in any indi¬ 
vidual. It is to be remembered that not only the rise of bhakti but 
even the functioning of the sense-powers is due to the influence of 
God; thus God realizes Himself through men in all their conduct, 
though in bhakti alone His highest and most blissful nature ex¬ 
presses itself for the highest satisfaction of the devotee, and this 
must therefore be regarded as an act of His special grace. It is said 
in the scriptures that even a short recitation of God’s name is 

1 yat tu sn-kapila-devena bhakter api nirgum-sagunavasthah kathitas tat 
punak puruscintahkarana-gund eva tasydm upacaryante iti stkitam. Ibid. p. 520. 

2 Ibid. p. 522. 3 Ibid. p. 523. 
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sufficient to satisfy God, and those who consider these texts as 
exaggeration (arthavdda) are punished by God.. But the true 
devotee does not cease from reciting the name of God because a 
single recital has been sufficient to please Him; for the very recital 
of God’s name fills him with thrills of great joy. But still there are 
cases in which a single recital is not sufficient to produce the 
realization of God; in such cases it is to be presumed that the 
devotee is a great sinner. To those who are great sinners God is not 
easily inclined to extend His mercy; such persons should con¬ 
tinually recite the name of God until their sins are thereby washed 
away and the desired end is attained. The recital of God’s name is 
by itself sufficient to destroy even the worst of sins; but insincerity 
of mind ( kaufifya ), irreligiosity (asraddha), and attachment to those 
things which impede our attachment to God are the worst vices; 
for through their presence the revelation of the process of bhakti 
in the mind is obstructed, and such persons cannot attach them¬ 
selves to God 1 . Thus much learning and consequent crookedness 
of heart may prove to be a much stronger impediment to the rise 
of bhakti than even the commission of the deadliest of sins or 
submersion in deep ignorance; for God is merciful to the latter but 
not to the former; such attitudes of mind can only be due to the 
existence of very grave long-standing sins. A single recital is 
sufficient for success only when there are no previous sins and 
when no serious offences are committed after the recital of the 
name 2 ; but, if at the time of death one recites the name of God, 
then a single recital is sufficient to dispel all sins and bring about 
intimate association with God*. 

Without religious faith (. sraddhd ) it is not possible for a man 
to follow the path either of knowledge or of duties; but still 
religious faith is an indispensable condition for those who wish to 
follow the path of bhakti . Once the religious bhakti is roused one 
should give up the path of knowledge and of duties. Bhakti does 
not require for its fulfilment the following of any ritual process. 
Just as fire naturally by itself burns the straw, so the recital of 
God’s name and His glories would by itself, without the delay of 
any intermediary process, destroy all sins. Religious faith is not in 
itself a part of bhakti , but it is a pre-condition which makes the 

1 §at-sandarbha } pp. 532-4. 2 Ibid. p. 536. 

3 Ibid. p. 536. 
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not try to follow also the path of knowledge or of duties; such a 
course will be a strong impediment to the acceleration of bhakti . 

If bhakti produces proximity to God, then, since God has three 
powers—--Brahman, Paramatman, and Bhagavan—it: is possible to 
have three kinds of proximity; of these the third .is better than the 
second, and the second is better than the first. The realization of 
God as endowed with forms is superior to His realization without 
any forms. The true devotee prefers his position as the servant of 
God to any other so-called higher position of power and glory 2 ; 
he therefore wishes for pure bhakti , unassociated with any other 
so-called beneficial results. It is these devotees, who want God and 
God alone, that are called the ekdntins , who are superior to all other 
types of devotees; this kind of bhakti is called dkincana-bhakti . 
It may be argued, that since all individuals are parts of Gqd, and 
since they are naturally attached to Him as parts to wholes, the 
dkincana-bhakti should be natural to them all; but to this the reply 
is that man is not a part of God so far as He is in His own essential 
nature, but he is a part of Him so far as He is endowed with His 
diverse powers, including His neutral powers ( tatastha-sakti ). Man 
is a part of God in the sense that both externally and internally he 
is in direct connection with God; but still he has his own instincts, 
tendencies, habits and the like, and it is these that separate him 
from God. For this reason, though man shares in the life of God 
and has the same life as tie, yet, being hidden in his own sheath of 
ideas and tendencies, he cannot indulge in his natural truth-right 
of devotion to God except through the grace of God 3 * When a man 
is not under the sway of great obstructive sins such as crookedness 
and the like, association with other devotees gives an occasion to 
God for extending His grace in rousing devotion in his mind. It 
cannot be said that all beings must necessarily attain salvation; the 
number of souls is infinite, and only those will attain salvation who 
may happen to awaken His grace. Man from beginningless time is 

1 bhakti is said to have nine characteristics, as follows: 

sravanam klrtanaryt visnoh smaranam pada-sevanam 
arccanam vandanam dasyam saukhyam dtma-nivedanam. 

Ibid . p. 541. 

Cut it is not necessary that bhakti should be pursued in all these ninefold forms. 

2 ho mudho dasatdm prdpya prabhavaifi padam icchali. Ibid, p. 551 . 

* ^>id. p. 553- 
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ignorant of God and is disinclined from Him; and this natural 
impediment can only be removed by association with true devotees 
(sat-sanga)\ God descends into men through the grace of good 
devotees who have at some time or other suffered like other 
ordinary people and are therefore naturally sympathetic to them 3 . 
God Himself cannot have sympathy with men, for sympathy pre¬ 
supposes suffering; God is of the nature of pure bliss and could not 
have experienced the suffering of ordinary beings. 

The best devotee is he who perceives God in all beings, and 
also perceives all beings as parts of himself and of God as He 
reveals Himself in him 2 . The second type of devotee is he who has 
love for God, friendship for His devotees, mercy for the ignorant 
and indifference with reference to his enemies 3 . The lower type 
of devotee is he who worships the image of God with faith and 
devotion, but has no special feeling for the devotees of God or other 
persons 4 . There are other descriptions also of the nature of the best 
devotee: thus it is said in the Gita that he whose heart is pure and 
unafflicted by the tendencies of desire and deeds, and whose mind 
is always attached to God, is to be regarded as the best devotee 5 ; 
it is further said that the best devotee is he who makes no distinc¬ 
tion between himself and others, or between his own things and 
those of others, and is the friend of all persons and at absolute peace 
with himself 6 ; and, further, that the best devotee is he whose heart 
is held directly by God and holds within it in bonds of love the 
lotus-feet of God 7 . 

From another point of view bhakti is defined as service (seva) 
or as that by which everything can be attained; the former is called 
svartipa-laksana and the latter tatastha-laksana, Bhakti is again 
regarded as being of a threefold nature: as merely external (, aropa - 

1 §af-sandarbha, p. 557. 

sarva-bhutesu yah pasyed bhagavad-bhdvam dtmanah. 
bhatdni bhagavaty dtrnany efa bhagavatottamah . Ibid. p. 561, 

8 fware tad~a.dhlnem bdlisesu dvi$atsv api 

prema-maitri-krpopeksa yah karoti sa madhyarnah. Ibid. p. 562. 

4 arccdydm eva karaye pUjdm yak sraddhayeate 

na tad-bhaktesu cdnyesu sa bhaktah prdkftah smrtak. 

Ibid. p. 564. 

8 na kdma-kanna-bijdndm yasya cetasi sambhavah 

vasudevaika-nilayah sa vai bhdgavatottamah. Ibid. p. 564. 

6 na yasva svak para iti vittesv dtmani vd bhidd 
sarva-bhula-suhrc chdntah sa vai bhdgavatottamah. Ibid. p. 565. 

7 Ibid. p. 565. 
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ha), as due to association with other devotees (sangasiddha), 
and as due to a sincere spirit of natural affection for God (svarupa- 
suldha). In the first two cases the bhakti is called fictitious 
(i kitava ), and in the last it is called real ( akitava)\ The most direct 
action to be performed in the path of bhakti is to listen to and recite 
the names and glories of God, but indirectly associated with it 
there is also the dedication of all actions to God. In doing this one 
includes even his bad deeds; a devotee not only dedicates the frjuits 
of his religious duties, ordinary duties of life, but also those which 
are done through the prompting of passions. He confesses to God 
all the imperfections of his nature and all the bad deeds that he has 
performed, and prays to Him for His grace by which all his sins are 
washed away. The devotee prays to God that he may be intoxicated 
by love for Him in the same manner that a young woman is smitten 
with love for a young man or vice versa A When a man performs an 
action through motives of self-interest, he may suffer through 
failures or through deficient results; but, when one dedicates his 
actions to God, he no longer suffers any pains through such failures. 
All actions and their fruits really belong to God; it is only through 
ignorance or false notions that we appropriate them to ourselves 
and are bound by their ties. But, if those very actions are performed 
in the true perspective, we cannot in any way be bound down by 
their effects; thus those actions which are responsible for our 
births and rebirths can destroy that cycle and free us from their 
bondage, when it is realized they belong not to us, but to God 3 . 
If it is argued that the performance of mandatory actions produces 
a new and unknown potency ( apiirva ) in the performer, then also 
it may be argued that the real performer in the man is his inner 
controller ( antar-yamin ), which impels him to do the action, and 
so the action belongs to this inner controller—God; and it is 
wrong to suppose that the performer of the action is the real agent 4 . 
Thus all the Vedic duties can be performed only by God as the 
supreme agent, and so the fruits of all actions can belong only to Him. 

The dedication of our actions to God^may again be of a twofold 
nature: one may perform an action with the express object of 

1 Sat-$andarbha } pp. 581--3. 

2 yuvatinam yatha yilni yundfica yuvatau yathd 
mano'bhiramaie tadvan memo me ramatdm tvayi. 

Vi$nu-purdnam , ibid. p. 58 

3 Ibid, p. 584. 4 Ibid. p. 585. 
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pleasing God thereby, or he may perform the action without any 
desire to reap their fruits, and may dedicate them to God—one is 
kanna-sannyma and the other phala-sannydsa. Actions may be 
motivated either through desires or for the sake of God, i.e., 
leaving the effects to God or for pleasing God, and this last is said 
to be due to pure bhakti. These three types of actions are classified 
as kamana-nimitla, naiskarmya-nimitta and bhakti-nimitta. True 
devotees perform all their actions for the sake of pleasing God and 
for nothing else 1 . Bhakti again may be regarded as associated with 
karma, and as such it may be regarded as sakdma , kaivalya-kama 
and bhakti-matra-kama. When one becomes devoted to God for the 
fulfilment of ordinary desires, this is regarded as sakama-bhakti. 
Kaivalya-kama-bhakti may be regarded as associated with karma 
or with karma and knowledge (jnana) ; this is to be found in the case 
of one who concentrates upon God and enters into the path of 
yoga, practises detachment, and tries to conceive of his unity with 
God, and through such processes frees himself from the bondage 
of prakrti ; through knowledge and action he tries to unify the 
jwdtman with the paramatman. The third type may be associated 
either with karma or with karma and plana. Of these the first class 
expresses their devotion by reciting God’s name and glories, by 
continually worshipping Him, and by dedicating all their actions 
to God. The second class of devotees add to their duties of worship 
to God the continual pursuit of an enlightened view of all things; 
they think of all people as manifestations of God; they are patient 
under all exciting circumstances and detach themselves from all 
passions; they are respectful to the great and merciful to the humble 
and the poor, and friendly to their equals; they practise the virtues 
included within yama and niyama, destroy all their egotism, and 
continue to think of the glory of God and to recite His name. He 
who, however, has the highest type of bhakti —the akincana-bhakti 
—in him it is such that simply on hearing the name of God his mind 
flows to Him just as the waters of the Ganges flow into the ocean. 
Such a one does not accept anything that may be given to him; his 
only pleasure exists in being continuously immersed in God. 

From another point of view bhakti can be divided into two 
classes, vaidhi and rdgdnuga. The vaidhi-bhakti is of two kinds, 
leading him to devote himself to God, and to worship without any 


x Saf-satidarbha, p. 586. 
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5nor motive. It is vatahi because here the prompting to the 
course of bhakti comes from scriptural sources (otherwise called 
vidhi , or scriptural injunctions). The vaidM-bhakti is of various 
kinds, such as seeking of protection ( sarandpatti ), association with 
good teachers and devotees, to listen to God’s name and to recite 
His name and glories 1 . Of these sarandgati is the most important; 
it means seeking protection of God upon being driven to despair 
by all the dangers and sufferings of life. Thus in sarandgati there 
must be a driving cause which impels one to seek the protection of 
God as the sole preserver. Those who turn to God merely out of 
deep attachment for Him are also impelled by their abhorrence of 
their previous state, when their minds were turned away from God. 

It also implies a belief either that there is no other protector, or 
a renunciation of any other person or being to whom one had clung 
for support. One should leave all hope in the Vedic or stnrti injunc¬ 
tions, and turn to God as the only support. Sarandpatti may be 
defined as consisting of the following elements: (i) to work and think 
always in a manner agreeable to God, (ii) to desist from anything 
that may in any way displease God, (iii) strong faith that He will 
protect, (iv) clinging to Him for protection, (v) to throw oneself 
entirely into God’s hands and to consider oneself entirely de¬ 
pendent on Him, and (vi) to consider oneself a very humble being 
waiting for the grace of God to descend on him 2 . Of all these the 
main importance is to be attached to the adoption of God alone as 
sole protector, with whom the other elements are only intimately 
associated. But next to the solicitation of the protection of God is 
the solicitation of help from one’s religious teacher (guru) and 
devotion to his service, as well as to the service of great men, by 
whose association one may attain much that would be otherwise 
unattainable 3 . One of the chief forms in which the vaidht-bhakti 
manifests itself is in regarding oneself as the servant of God, or in 
considering God as our best friend. The sentiments of service and 
friendship should be so deep and intense as to lead one to renounce 


1 atha vaidhl-bhedah sarandpatti-srl-gurv-'adisat-seva-sravana-kirtana-dayak. 

Sap-sandarbha , p. 593. 

2 sarandpatter la ks attain vaipruwa-tantre , 
dnukulyasya samkalpah prdtikiilya~vivarjanam 
rakfisyatiti visvdso goptrtve varanam tathd 
dtma-nik?epa-kdrpanye §advidhd sarandgatih. Ibid. p. 593. 

3 Ibid. pp. 59S-604. 
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one’s personality entirely to God; this complete renunciation of 
oneself to God is technically called atma-nwedana. The raganuga, 
or purely emotional type of bhakti , must be distinguished from 
vaidhi-bhakti ; since the raganuga-bhakti follows only the bent of 
one’s own emotions, it is difficult to define its various stages. In 
this form of bhakti the devotee may look upon God as if He were 
a human being, and may turn to Him with all the ardour and 
intensity of human emotions and passions; thus one of the chief 
forms in which this type of bhakti manifests itself is to be found in 
those cases where God is the object of a type of deep love which in 
human relation would be called sex-love. Sex-love is one of the 
most intense passions of which our human nature is capable, and, 
accordingly, God may be loved with the passionate intensity of sex- 
love. In following this course of love the devotee may for the time 
being forget the divinity of God, may look upon Him as a fellow¬ 
being, and may invest Him with all the possibilities of human 
relations and turn to Him as if He were his intimate friend or a 
most beloved husband. He may in such circumstances dispense 
entirely with the ritualistic formalities of worship, meditation, 
recital of His names or glories, and simply follow his own emotional 
bent and treat God just as may befit the tendency of his emotion 
at the time. There may however be stages where the raganuga is 
mixed up with vaidht , where the devotee follows some of the 
courses of the vaidhi-bhakti and is yet passionately attached to God. 
But those who are simply dragged forward by passion for God are 
clearly above the range of the duties of vaidhi-bhakti ; not only 
through such passionate attachment to God, but even when one’s 
mind is filled with a strong emotion of anger and hatred towards 
God, so as to make one completely forget oneself and to render 
oneself entirely pervaded by God’s presence—even as an object of 
hatred—one may, by such an absorption of one’s nature in God, 
attain one’s highest. The process by which one attains one’s highest 
through rdgdnuga-bhakti is the absorption of the nature of the 
devotee by God through an* all-pervading intense emotion. For 
this reason, whenever the mind of a man is completely under 
the sway of a strong emotion of any description with reference 
to God, he is absorbed, as it were, in God’s being and thus 
attains his highest through a complete disruption of his limited 
personality. 
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In the sixth section, the Pnti-sandarbha, the author of the 
Sat-sandarbha deals with the nature of bliss ( priti) as the ultimate 
reality and object of the best of our human efforts. The ultimate 
object or end of man is the attainment of happiness and the destruc¬ 
tion of sorrow; only when God is pleased can one secure the ulti¬ 
mate extinction of sorrow and the attainment of eternal happiness. 
God, the ultimate reality, is the ultimate and infinite bliss, though 
He may show Himself in diverse forms. The individual or the jiva, 
not having any true knowledge of God and being obscured by 
rndya, fails to know His true nature, becomes associated with many 
subjective conditions, and undergoes the sorrow of beginningless 
cycles of births and rebirths. The realization of the highest bliss 
consists in the realization of the ultimate reality; this can happen 
only through the cessation of one’s ignorance and the consequent 
ultimate cessation of one’s sorrows. Of these the former, though 
expressed in a negative form, is in reality positive, being of the 
nature of the self-luminosity of the ultimate reality and the self¬ 
manifestation of the same. The latter, being of the nature of a 
negation through destruction, is eternal and unchangeable—such 
that, when sorrows are once ultimately uprooted, there cannot be 
any further accretion of sorrow. The realization of God is thus the 
only way of attaining the highest happiness or bliss 1 . Emancipation 
(mukti) is the realization of God, accompanied as a consequence by 
that cessation of the bondage of egoism which is the same thing as 
existence in one’s true nature. This existence in one’s own nature 
is the same thing as the realization of one’s own nature as the 
supreme soul (Paramatman). But in this connection it must be 
noted that the jiva is not identical with the supreme soul; for it is 
only a part of it; its nature as bliss is thus to be affirmed only be¬ 
cause of the fact that its essence is derived from the essence of the 
supreme soul. The realization of God, the absolute whole, is only 
through the realization of His part as the supreme soul (amiena 
ami-prdpti). This can be attained in two ways, first, as the attain¬ 
ment of Brahmahood by the revelation of His knowledge as 
constituting only His essential powers along with the destruction 
of individual ignorance (which is a state or function of mayo, only); 

1 fiirastatisayakldda-sukha-bhdvaika-laksand 

bhesajam bhagavat-praptir ekantatyantika matd. 

Vi$nu-purana } $at-sandarbha , p. 674. 
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secondly, as the realization of God in His personal nature, as 
associated with His supra-rational powers in a personal manner. 
Emancipation ( niukti ) may be achieved both in life and after death ; 
when one realizes the true nature of God, one's false apprehension 
of His nature vanishes and this is one's state of mukti ; at death also 
there may be a revelation of God’s true nature, and a direct and 
immediate realization of His nature as God. 


Ultimate Realization. 

The realization of the nature of ultimate reality may again be 
of a twofold nature: abstract, i.e., as Brahman, and concrete, i.e., 
as personal God or the supreme soul (Paramatman). In the latter 
case the richness of the concrete realization is further increased 
when one learns to realize God in all His diverse forms 1 . In this 
stage, though the devotee realizes the diverse manifold and infinite 
powers of God, he learns to identify his own nature with the nature 
of God as pure bliss. Such an identification of God’s nature 
manifests itself in the form of the emotion of bhakti or joy (prfti); 
the devotee experiences his own nature as joy, and realizes his 
oneness with God through the nature of God as bliss or joy . It is 
through the experience of such joy that the ultimate cessation of 
sorrow becomes possible, and without it the devotee cannot realize 
God in association with all His diverse and infinite powers. By the 
intimate experience of the joyous nature of God His other attri¬ 
butes, characters and powers can also be revealed to him. Man 
naturally seeks to realize himself through joy; but ordinarily he 
does not know what is the true object of joy, and thus he wastes his 
energies by seeking joy in diverse worldly objects. He attains his 
true end when he realizes that God is the source of all joy, that He 
alone should be sought in all our endeavours, and that in this way 
alone can one attain absolute joy and ultimate liberation in joy. 
The true devotee wishes to attain kaivalya ; but kaivalya means 
“ purity,” and, as the true nature of God is the only ultimate purity, 
kaivalya would mean the realization of God’s nature. The joy of 
the realization of God and God alone should therefore be regarded 
as the true kaivalya , the ultimate nature of God. 

In the state of jivan-mukti the individual, through a true know¬ 
ledge of himself and his relation to God, comes to realize that the 

1 Sap-sandarkha, p. 675. 
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both being and non-being, and has therefore no real 
existence in its own true nature, but is only regarded as part of 
himself through his own ignorance (amdya). The mere negation of 
the world is not enough ; for there is here also the positive know¬ 
ledge of the true nature of the individual as dependent on God. 
In this stage the individual realizes the falsity of associating world- 
experiences with his own nature, and learns to identify the latter as 
a part of God. In this state he has to experience all the fruits of his 
deeds which are on the point of yielding fruits, but he feels no 
interest in such experiences, and is no longer bound by them 1 . As 
a further culmination of this stage, the functioning of mdyd in its 
individual form as ignorance {avidya) ceases with the direct and 
immediate revelation of the true nature of God and with participa¬ 
tion in His true nature as joy; the complete cessation of mdyd 
should therefore be regarded as the final state of mukti 2 . 

It should be borne in mind that th ejiva is a part of the ultimate 
reality in association with the energy of God as represented in the 
totality of the jwas. The ultimate reality is like the sun and th ejivas 
are like the rays which emanate from it. From their root in God they 
have sprung out of Him, and, though seemingly independent of Him, 
are yet in complete dependence on Him. Their existence outside 
of Him also is not properly to be asserted; for in reality such an 
appearance of existence outside Him is only the effect of the veil of 
mdyd . The comparison of th ejivas with the rays merely means that 
they have no separate existence from that body whose rays they are, 
and in this sense they are entirely dependent on God. When the 
jwas are regarded as the power or energy of God, the idea is that 
they are the means through which God expresses Himself. As God 
is endowed with infinite powers, it is not difficult to admit that the 
jivas, the manifestations of God’s power, are in themselves real 
agents and enjoyers, and the suggestion of the extreme monist, that 
to assert agency or enjoyability of them is illusory, is invalid; for 
agency in an individual is a manifestation of God’s power. It is 
through that: that the jivas pass through the cycle of samara , and 
it is through the operation of the essential power of God that they 
learn to perceive the identity of their own nature with God and 
immerse themselves in emotion towards Him. The view that there is 

1 asya prarabdha-karma-matraifSm anabhinivcScnavoa bhogah. Ibid. p. 678. 

a Ibid. p. 678. 
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Experience of joy in the state of emancipation is invalid; for in that 



case the state of emancipation would not be desirable. Moreover, 
the view that in the state of emancipation one becomes absolutely 
identical with Brahman, which is of the nature of pure joy, is also 
wrong; for no one wishes to become identical with joy, but to 
experience it The extreme form of monism cannot therefore explain 
why the state of emancipation should be desirable; if emanci¬ 
pation cannot be proved to be an intensely desirable state, there 
will be no reason why anyone should make any effort to attain it. 
It may further be added that, if the ultimate reality be of the nature 
of pure bliss and knowledge, there is no way of explaining why it 
should be subject to the obscuring influence of may a. The concep¬ 
tion of whole and part explains the fact that, though the fivas are 
not different from God, yet they are not absolutely identical, being 
indeed entirely dependent on Him. The proper way of regarding 
God is to recognize Him as presiding over all beings as they are 
associated with their specific conditions and limitations—as varied 
personalities and yet as one; this is the way to unify the concept of 
Paramatman with that of Bhagavan 1 . 


The Joy of bhakti. 


Joy in God may be of a twofold nature. By an extension of 
meaning joy may be that attachment to God which produces the 
realization of the true conception of God (bhagavad-visayanukulya- 
tmakas tad-anngata-sprha dimayo jndna-visesas tat-pritih). But 
there is a more direct experience of joy in God which is directly of 
an intensely emotional nature; this type of bhakti is also called rati . 
This is also described as bhakti as love {preman). Jxist as one is 
attracted to physical objects by their beauty, apart from any notion 
of utility, so one may also be attracted by divine beauty and the 
diverge qualities of God, and fall into intense love with Him. It has 
already been said above that the joy of God manifests itself in the 
hearts of His devotees and produces their joyful experience of God. 

1 Apart from the higher kind of mukti reserved for the most superior type of 
bhaktas there are other kinds of inferior liberation described as salokya (co¬ 
existence with God), sarsti (the advantage of displaying the same miraculous 
powers as God), sar&pya (having the same form as that of God), samipya (having 
the privilege of always being near God), sayujya (the privilege of entering into 
the divine person of God). A true bhakta , however, always rejects these privi¬ 
leges, and remains content with his devotion to God. Sat-sandarbha , p, 691. 
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may be regarded as an active phase of God’s joy as dis¬ 
tinguished from His nature as pure joy, God’s joy is said to be of 
two kinds: His nature as pure joy (svarupmanda), and His nature 
in the active phases of the joy of His own powers ( svarUpa-iaktya - 
nanda ). This last is again of two kinds, viz., manasdncmda and 
ai$varydnanda r Le., joy as the active operation of bhakti , and joy 
in His own majesty 1 . When a devotee is attached to God by a sense 
of His greatness or majesty* such a state of mind is not regarded as 
an instance of joy or priti ; but, when the bhakti takes a purely 
emotional form as the service of God, or as immediately dependent 
on Him, or as attached to Him through bonds of intense love (like 
those of a bride for her lover, of a friend for his friend, of a son for 
his father or of the father for his child), we have bhakti as priti . 
Priti or “joy” manifests itself in its most intense and elevated form 
when the attraction has all the outward appearance of physical love, 
and all the well-known exciting factors and modes of enjoyment of 
that emotion; but, as this emotion is directed towards God and has 
none of the biological or physiological accompaniments of physical 
love, it should be sharply distinguished from that love; but it has 
all the external expressions of erotic love. For this reason it can 
be properly described only in terms of the inward experience and 
the outward expressions of erotic love. Joy (priti) is defined as an 
emotional experience constituting an inclination and attraction 
towards its object 2 . In ordinary emotions the objects to which they 
have reference are worldly objects of sense or ideas associated with 
them, but in. godward emotions God is their only object. Such a 
joy in God flows easily (svabhaviki) through God’s grace, and is not 
the result of great efforts; it is superior to emancipation 3 . This joy 
may grow so much in intensity that the devotee may forget himself 

1 Ibid. p. 722 

2 fair a ullasatmako jndna-visesah sukhant; tathd vifaydnukUlydtmakas 
tad - dnukulydnugata - tat - sprha - tad - anubhava - hetukolldsa - may a - jnana-vi$e$a - 
priyatd. Ibid. p. 718. 

3 The yearning implied in bhakti is almost a distressing impulse and is not 
only erotic in type. Thus it is said: 


ajdta-paksa iva mdtararn khagdh 
stanyant yatha vatsatardh ksudhdrtdh 
priyarn priyeva vyu$it.am vi$anno 
ma.no*ravinddk§a dulrk§ate tvdm . Ibid . p. 726. 


Two stages are sometimes distinguished according to the intensity of the 
development of joy, viz., udaya, 1 $ad~udgama ; the latter has again two stages. 
The culminating stage is called prakatodayavasthd. 
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~completely and feel himself as one with God; this is technically 
called mahdbhdva 1 . In a general sense bhakti may be said to pro¬ 
duce a sense of unique possession ( mamatd ), and consequently great 
attachment of heart; this emotion may express itself in various 
forms. But there is also the other quieter form {Santa) of devotion, 
in which the devotee feels himself to be of God, but not that God is 
his, like Sanaka and other devotees of his type 2 . Here also there 
is a remote sense of God’s possession, i.e., as master—as looking 
forward for His grace as a master ( bhrtyatva ), protector (palyatm), 
or as a fond parent ( Idlyatva ), One may also enjoy God in himself, 
assuming the role of a parent and looking upon God as a dear child; 
this kind of emotion is called vdtsalya . But, as has been said above, 
the most intense joy in God takes the conjugal form; the difference 
between eroticism (kdma) and this type of love {rati) is that the 
former seeks self-satisfaction, while the latter seeks the satisfaction 
of the beloved God; yearning is the common element in both. 
These devotees, through their dominant emotion of love, restrict 
their relation to God solely to His aspect of sweetness ( madhurya ), as 
a great lover. The affection of Radha for Ksrna is said to illustrate 
the highest and intensest form of this love. The Vaisnava writers 
frequently explain this love in accordance with the analysis of ordi¬ 
nary mundane love current in books of rhetoric (alamkdra-sdstra). 

In treating of the subject of bhakti it is impossible not to make 
a short reference to the well known work of Rupa Gosvami, 
Bhakti-rasdmrta-sindhu . This work is divided into four books, 
pfirva , daksina, paicima, and uttara , and each of these is divided into 
chapters called laharis . In writing out the chapters of the Bhakti - 
sandarbha and the Priti-sandarbha Jlva Gosvami, the nephew of 
Rupa, was much indebted to the above work of the latter, on which 
he had also written a commentary, Durgama-sangamana , after the 

1 Sat-sandarbha y p. 732. There occurs here a quotation from Ujjvala-ntla - 
mani to illustrate the situation: 

radhaya bhavataica citta-jaturit svedair vildpya kramad 
yunjann adri~nikunja~kunjara-pater nirdhiita-bheda-bhramam 
citrdya svayam anvaranjayad ilia hrahmanda-harmyodare 
bhuyobhir nava-raga-hingula-phalaih irngara-cdruh krtih , 

2 saty api bhedapagame n&tha tavaham na mdmaklnas tvam samudro hi 

tarahgah kvacana samudro na tdrahgah . Ibid. p. 735. barer gund dvividhah 
bhakta-cUta-samskdra-hetavas tad< ibkimcina-visesya-he lavas* cany e ... (p. 733). 

jhdna-bhaktir bhaktir vdtsalyam maitri kanta bhdvasca (p. 738). Though all 
these different varieties of bhakti are mentioned, it is admitted that various other 
forms may arise from these simply by their mutual mixture in various degrees. 
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"eoiri^Ietion of the Rhagavata-sandarbha. Superior (uttama) bhakti 
is here defined as the mental state and the associated physical 
actions for yielding satisfaction to Krsna ( anukulyena krma- 
mdilanam) without any further desire, motive or object of any 
description; such a bhakti must not be associated with any monistic 
philosophical wisdom, such as that of extreme monists like 
Sankara, or the philosophical wisdom of Samkhya, Yoga and other 
systems, nor with the performance of any obligatory or occasional 
duties as enjoined in the smrti literature 1 . Such a bhakti has six 
characteristics. First, it destroys sins, their roots and ignorance. 
Sins are of two kinds, those which are not in a state of fruition 
(i aprarabdha ), and those which are ( prarabdha ); and bhakti removes 
them both. The roots of sins are evil tendencies of the mind, other¬ 
wise called the karmdsayas, and these too are destroyed by bhakti, 
which, as it is concrete wisdom, also destroys ignorance ( avidyd ). 
Secondly, it is described as holy or good ( subhada ). Through bhakti 
one renders happiness to the world and is attached by bonds of 
friendship and love to all people; as a devotee is a friend of all, all 
beings are also his friends. Thirdly, a devotee is so much satisfied 
with his joy in bhakti that emancipation has no attractions for him. 
Fourthly, the attainment of bhakti is extremely difficult; for even 
with the utmost effort one may not attain it without the grace of 
God. Fifthly, the joy of bhakti is infinitely superior to the joy of 
emancipation through Brahma-knowledge. Sixthly, bhakti over¬ 
comes God to such an extent that He is completely drawn to the 
service of His devotee. Even a little bhakti is superior to much 
philosophical learning; philosophical and logical discussions lead 
to no certainty, and the thesis established by an able reasoner may 
easily be disproved by another who is abler;' such logical dis¬ 
cussions are only barren and ineffectual for true realization. 

Rupa distinguishes three kinds of bhakti: sadhana , bhava and 
preman a . The sadhana-bhakti stands for the different means whose 


anydbhildsitd-sunyamjndna-karmddy-andvrtam 
dnukiilyena kr$nanu$ilanam bhahtir uttama. 


i 


Bhakti-rasdwt a ~ s *ndhu , i. i . 9. 


2 Ibid. 1. 2. 1: 


sd bhaktih sadhanam bkdvah premd ceti tridhoditd. 


In commenting upon this passage Jlva Gosv&rn! says that bhakti is of two kinds, 
sadhana and sadhya\ of these the second is of pure emotionalism and consists of 
five varieties: bhava , prenia> pranaya, sneha and rdga. The author of Ujjvala- 
ntla-mani adds three more, mdna , anurdga and mahd~bhava. Rupa has not 
mentioned these last because they are but variant forms of pretna. 
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tion enables the mental emotion to emerge in a natural way 
as bham-bhakti (also called sadhya-bhakti). But Rupa further 
adds that the natural devotional emotion cannot be produced by 
any course of conduct or any effort; for bhakti is the highest good 
and as such is eternal. Nothing that is eternal can be produced; the 
true devotional emotion therefore cannot be created—it already 
exists in the heart, and the function of the sadhana-bhakti is merely 
to manifest it in the heart in the enjoyable form 1 . This sadhana- 
bhakti is of two kinds, vaidhi and raganuga 2 : these have already 
been described above. One is within the sphere of vaidhi-bhakti 
only so long as natural attachment to God does not reveal itself 
within one’s heart. It is said that one who has a logical mind and 
is well read in the siistras, and is also a man of firm conviction with 
a great faith in the Vaisnava religion, is best fitted for vaidhi- 
bhakti 3 . Desire for worldly happiness or for emancipation is the 
greatest obstacle to the rise of bhakti. One following the path of 
bhakti incurs no demerit if he does not perform the obligatory and 
other duties as enjoined in the Vedas; but he is at fault if he does 
not perform the true duties of a Vaisnava; but even in such cases 
a Vaisnava need not perform any expiatory duties; for the mere 
recital of God’s name is sufficient to remove all his sins. No in¬ 
junctions of the sdstras have any reference to a devotee. The com¬ 
plete code of moral virtues and many ritualistic duties are counted 
as preliminary conditions for a person following the path of bhakti 4 . 
In many undeserving pupils too much learning or indulgence is 
regarded as a great obstruction of the path of bhakti ®. A devotee 
of the vaidhi type should meditate upon the beauty of God and all 
His qualities and glories, and learn to regard himself as His servant; 
one of the conditions of meditation upon God as master is to train 
oneself in dedicating all one’s actions to God. He should also try 

krti-sadhyd bhavet sddhya-hhdvd sd sacihandbhidhd 
tiitya-siddhasya bhdvasya prdkatyam hrdi sadhyata. 

Bhakti-ratscimrta-sindhu , i. 2. 2. 

9 Ibid. I. 2. 4. 

s&stre yukt.au ca nipunah sarvatha drdha-niscayah 
praudha-iraddho\ikikdrl yah sa bhaktavuttamah matah. 

Ibid. r. 2. 11. 

4 Ibid. 1. z. 42, etc. 

na sifydn anubadhnlta granthan naivabhyased bahun 
na vyiikhyd.ni upayunjlta ndrambhdn drabhet kvacit. 

Ibid. 1. 2. 52. 
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merate in himself the firm conviction that God is the greatest 
friend of His devotees; one should try to look upon God as one’s 
best friend. The Sastric duties should be performed only so long 
as there is no real inclination of the mind towards God, to recite 
His name, to listen to His glories, and to say them with joy. As 
soon as this stage comes, one is on the path of vaidhi-bhakti and 
must follow its specific duties, so that it may continually grow into 
a truly natural and irresistible emotion. Here begins the stage of 
sadhya-bhakti with bhdva . Even before we come to this there is 
another stage of sadhana-bhakti , the rdgdnuga . It is only when one 
transcends this stage that one can come to a still higher stage of the 
sadhya-bhakti with its successive developments. Rdgdnuga-bhakti 
is said to be an imitation of the rdgdtmikd l . The rdgdtmikd-bhakti 
is the bhakti as natural attachment; raga means “attachment”. 
This rdgdtmikd-bhakti may be of the type of erotic emotion (kdnia) 
or the assumption of other relationships 2 3 , such as friendship, 
parenthood, etc. The rdgdnuga-bhakti is that where there is no 
natural attachment, but where there is an effort to imitate the forms 
of natural emotional attachment, and it may be associated with the 
diverse steps taken for the furtherance of vaidhi-bhakti . The 
distinction of prema (spiritual love) and kdma has already been 
explained above. Though kdma is often used in connection with the 
intoxicating love of God, yet it is used in the sense of prema*. The 
rdgdnuga-bhakti thus following the two kinds of subdivision of 
rdgdtmikd-bhakti is itself also of two kinds, kdmdnuga and 
sambandhanuga . 

From the second stage of sadhana-bhakli as rdgdnuga we come 
to the stage of bhdva-bhaktu which also evolves itself into ever more 

1 virajantim abhivyaktaqi maja-vdsi~janadi$u 
rdgdtmikdm anusrta yd sd rdgdnugocyate. Ibid. i. z. 131. 

2 It is said that in the case of natural attachment, even when it takes the form 
of an inimical relationship to God, it is superior to any type of vaidhi-bhakti 
where there is no such natural attachment. Thus it is said in Jlva's Durgama - 
sangamana, 1. z. 135: yathd vairanubandhena martyas tanmayatdm iydt na tatka 
bhakti-yogena iti me niscitd matih tad apt rdgamaya-kamady - apeksaya vidhima - 
yasya cittavesa-hetiitve’tyanta-nyiinatvam iti vyahjandrtham eva. ye$u bhava- 
maye$u nindito'pi vairdnubandho vidhimaya-bhakti-yogdc chresthah. The natural 
feeling of enmity towards God can he regarded as bhdvdtmikd (or emotional) 
but not as rdgdtmikd. It cannot also be regarded as bhakti t for there is no desire 
here to please God; it therefore stands on a separate basis; it is inferior to rdgdt¬ 
mikd-bhakti but superior to vaidhi-bhakti. 

3 premaiva gopa-rdmdndm kdma ityagamat prathdm. Ibid . 1. z. 142, 143. 
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intense forms until it reaches the stage of maha-bhava already 
described. It is regarded as the manifestation of the pure tran¬ 
scendent sattva (the blissful nature of God). Bhakti has already 
been defined as behaviour that is intended to please God and which 
has no further object or end in view; as such it would involve some 
kind of effort (cesfd-rQpa) on the part of the devotee. But here the 
meaning is modified to denote only the emotional condition of 
mind, including physiological and physical changes produced in 
the body by it, and as roused by emotive conditions such as the 
object of love, excitants of love, the feeding emotions, external 
manifestation determining and increasing the original dominant 
emotion 1 . The first stage of natural attachment to God as love is 
called hhdva and is associated with slight physiological effects like 
shedding tears or the rising of the hair on the body and the like 2 . 
This emotion is of a transcendental nature and of the nature of the 
power of God, involving consciousness and bliss; therefore it is on 
the one hand self-revealing (svaprakdia) and self-enjoying, and on 
the other hand it reveals the nature of God, whose power it is, and 
to whom it refers. Being a power of God it appears in the mental 
states of the devotee, becomes identified with them, and manifests 
itself in identity with them. Bhakti , as it appears in the devotee, 
is thus an identity of the transcendent and the phenomenal, and 
reveals the dual function of enjoying the sweetness of the nature of 
God and the self-revealing sweet enjoyable nature of its own. It is 
thus cognitive with reference to its object, and involves a dual en¬ 
joyment of God’s sweet nature as well as the sweet nature of bhakti 
itself. It is the root of all rati (or enjoyment) and is therefore also 
called rati*. An inferior amount of it is generally common to all, 

1 iarlrendriya-vargasya mkdrdndm vidhayikdh 
bh iva-vihhdva-janitas* citta-vrttayah Iritah. 

Durgama-sarigamana , i. 3. 1. 

2 preninas tu prathamavasthd bhdva ity abhidhlyate 
sdttvikdh svalpa-mdtrah syuryatrdiru-pulakadayah. 

Bhakti-rasdmrta-sindhu , 1, 3. 3. 

8 asau £uddha-sattva-vi£esarUpa-rati-mula~Yupatvena mukhya-vrttyd tac- 
chabda-vacyd sd ratih $n~krpiddi-sarva~prakdsakatvena hetund svayam-prakasa- 
r up dpi prttpaftcika~tat~priya-jananam mano-vrttau dvir-bhuya tat~tddatmyam 
vrajantJ tad-vrltya prakasyavad bha$amdn$ brahmavat tasydh sphuranii , tatha 
svasatkrtend purvottardvasthdbhydm karana-kdryya-rUperia srt-bhagavadddi - 
rnadhuryydnubhavena svdmsena svada-rupd?pi ydni krpiddirupam tesam 
dsvddasya hetuidm sarnvidamsena stidhakatamatdm pratipadyate hladinyatnse tu 
svayam hlddayantl tisthati. Durgama-sangamana , 1. 3. 4. 



The Joy of bhakti 


§L 


superior appearance which continues to grow is rare 
and comes only through the grace of God or His devotees. So even 
in the vaidhi and the raganuga also there is, no doubt, some amount 
of bhava of the inferior type. The natural attachment to God of the 
superior type which arises without going through the ordinary 
prescribed path of bhakti (the sadhana-bhakti ), is generally due to 
the grace of God. 

In the first stage of the bhava-bhakti the devotee manifests in 
himself a nature which remains absolutely unperturbed, even though 
there may be causes of perturbation; he always spends his time in 
reciting God’s name with strong emotion; he is unattached to sense- 
objects, and, though great, he is always extremely humble, and has 
always the strong conviction of attaining the ultimate realization 
of God. He is also always extremely anxious to attain his end and 
always finds pleasure in the name of God * . The internal charac¬ 
teristic of bhava , as rati , is extreme smoothness and liquidity of 
heart, but, wherever such a state is associated with other desires, 
even be it of emancipation, it should not be regarded as signifying 
the true state, and is called ratydbhasa', for this is a state of absolute 
self-contentment, and it cannot be associated with any other desire 
of any kind. 

When bhava deepens, it is called prema\ it is associated with a 
sense of possession in God and absolute detachment from all other 
things. This may rise from a direct development of bhava , or 
through the immediate grace of God; it may be associated with a 
notion of the greatness of God or may manifest itself merely as an 
enjoyment of the sweetness of God. The development of bhakti 
depends on a special temperament derived in this life as a result of 
previous good deeds, and also on the efforts of this life. There is an 
elaborate description of the various characteristics of different 
kinds of joyous emotion with reference to God, and the various 
kinds of relationships on the assumption of which these may grow, 
but these can hardly be treated here. 

Rupa Gosvami wrote another work, Samksepa-Bhdgavatamrta 
which is a well recognized book in the Vaisnava circle. It has at 
least two commentaries, one by Jlva Gosvami, and another, a later 
one, by Brindavana Candra Tarkalankara; the latter was the pupil 
of Radhacarana Kavlndra. In this book Rupa describes the various 

1 Bhakti-rasdmrta-sindhu, I. 3. n-16. 
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types of God’s incarnation in accordance with the testimony of the 
Pur anas: Krsna is, of course, regarded as the highest God. His 
elder brother Sanatana also wrote a work, Brhad-bhdgavatd-mrta, 
with a commentary on it, the Dig-darsana, in w hich he narrates the 
episodes of certain devotees in quest of God and their experiences. 


The Philosophy of Baladeva Vidyabhusana. 

Baladeva was Vaisya by caste and born in a village near Remuna 
in the Balesvar subdivision of Orissa; he was a pupil of vairagi 
Pitamvara Dasa, and was generally known as Govinda Dasa. He 
was the disciple of a Kanouj Brahmin, Radha Damodara Dasa, the 
author of Veddnta-Syamantaka. Radha Damodara was a disciple 
of Nayanananda, the son of Radhananda, and a pupil of his grand¬ 
father, Rasikananda Murari, who was a disciple of Syamananda, 
a junior contemporary of Jiva Gosvami. Syamananda was a 
disciple of Hrdaya Caitanya, who in his turn was a disciple of 
Gauridasa Pandita, a disciple of Nityananda. Baladeva himself had 
two well known disciples, Nanda Misra and Uddhava Dasa; he 
wrote his commentary on Rupa Gosvami’s Stava-mala in the Saka 
era 1686 (or a.d. 1764). He is known to have written at least the 
following fourteen works: Sahitya-kaumudi and its commentary, 
Krsnanandi ; Govinda-bhdsya; Siddhanta-ratna; Kdvya-Kaustubha ; 
Gitd-bhusana , a commentary on the Gita; a commentary on Radha 
Dainodara's Chandah-Kaustubha ; Prameya-ratnavali and its com¬ 
mentary, Kanti-mala; a commentary on Rupa’s Stava-mala; 
a commentary on Rupa’s Laghu-bhagavatd-mrta ; Namartha- 
suddhikd, a commentary on Sahasra-nama; a commentary on Jaya 
Deva’s Candrdloka; Siddhdnta-darpana; a commentary on Tattva- 
sandarbha ; a commentary on Rupa’s Nataka-candrikd. He also 
wrote commentaries on some of the important Upanisads 1 . 

Baladeva’s most important work is his commentary on the 
Brahma-sUtra, otherwise known as Govinda-bhasya. This has a sub¬ 
commentary on it called Suksma; the name of the author of this 
commentary is not known, though it has been held by some to be 
a work of Baladeva himself. Baladeva has also summarized the 


1 M. M. Gopinath Kaviraja’s introduction to Siddhcinta-ratna, Part n. 
A. K. Sastri, in his introduction to Prameya-ratnavali > strongly criticizes the 
view that Baladeva was a Vaisya. No satisfactory proofs are available on either 
side. 
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£nts of his Govinda-bhcisya in the Siddhdnta-ratna , to which 
also there is a commentary. M. M. Gopinath Kaviraja says that 
the Siddhdnta-ratna was written by Baladeva himself. There is 
nothing to urge in support of this assertion; the natural objection 
against it is that a Vaisnava like Baladeva should not speak in glowing 
terms of praise of his own work 1 . Siddhdnta-ratna is regarded by 
Baladeva not as a summary of Govinda-bhasya, but as partly a 
supplementary work and partly a commentary 2 . It is probable that 
the writer of the Siiksma commentary on the Govinda-bhasya is also 
the writer of the commentary on Siddhdnta-ratna ; for there is one 
introductory verse which is common to them both 3 . The Siddhdnta- 
ratna contains much that is not contained in the Govinda- 
bhasya. 

The eternal possession of bliss and the eternal cessation of 
sorrow is the ultimate end of man. This end can be achieved 
through the true knowledge of God in His essence ( svarupatah ) and 
as associated with His qualities by one who knows also the nature 
of his own self (sva-jndna-purvakam). The nature of God is pure 
consciousness and bliss. These two may also be regarded as the 
body of God ( ha tu svariipdd vigrahasya atirekah). His spirit con¬ 
sists in knowledge, majesty and power 4 . Though one in Himself, 
He appears in many places and in the forms of His diverse devotees. 
These are therefore but modes of His manifestation in self-dalliance, 
and this is possible on account of His supra-logical powers, which 
are identical with His own nature 5 . This, however, should not lead 
us to suppose the correctness of the bhedabheda doctrine, of the 
simultaneous truth of the one and the many, or that of difference 

sandrananda-syandi govinda~hha$yam 
jlydd etat sindhu-gambhlryya-sambhrt 
yasmin sadyah samsrute mdnavdndm 
mohocchedi jdyate tattva-bodhah. 

Commentary on Siddhdnta-ratna , p. i. 

2 Ibid, 

alasydd apravrttih sydt 
pumsdm yad grantha-vistare 
govinda-bhci$ye samksipte 
tippanl kriyate’tra tat. 

Suksma commentary j p. 5, and the commentary on Siddhdnta-ratna , 
P. i* 

1 Siddhdnta-ratna , pp, 1-13, 

5 ekam eva sva-rupam acmtya-sahtyd yugapat sarvatrdvabhdty eko’pi san; 
sthdndni bhagavad-avirbhdvdspaddni tad-vividha-lild-sraya-bhutdni vividha- 
bhavavanto bhaktdi ca. Govinda-bhasya , hi. 2. 11. 
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unity 1 ; just as one actor, remaining one in himself, shows 
himself in diverse forms, so God also manifests Himself in diverse 
forms, in accordance with diverse effects and also in accordance 
with the mental plane and the ways in which diverse devotees 
conceive of Him 2 . On account of His supra-logical powers the 
laws of contradiction do not apply to Him; even contradictory 
qualities and conceptions may be safely associated in our notion of 
Him. So also His body is not different in nature from Him: He is 
thus identical with His body. The conception of a body distinct 
from Him is only in the minds of the devotees as an aid to the 
process of meditation; but, though this is imagination on their part, 
such a form is not false, but as a matter of fact is God Himself 
(i delta eva dehi or vigraha evdtma atmaiva vigrahah). On account of 
the transcendent nature of God, in spite of His real nature as pure 
consciousness and bliss He may have His real nature in bodily 
form, as Krsna. This form really arises in association with the mind 
of the devotee just as musical forms show themselves in association 
with the trained ears of a musician 3 . In this connection it may be 
observed that according to Baladeva even dream-creations are not 
false, but real, produced by the will of God and disappearing in the 
waking stage through the will of God 4 . These forms appearing in 
the minds of the devotees are therefore real forms, manifested by 
God through His will working in association with the minds of 
the devotees. In this connection it may also be pointed out that the 
jivas are different from God. Even the imagined reflection of 
Brahman in avidya , introduced by the extreme monists to explain 
jiva as being only a reflection of Brahman and as having no real 
existence outside it, is wrong; for the notion of similarity or reflec¬ 
tion involves difference, Th ejwas are atomic in nature, associated 
with the qualities of prakrti y and absolutely dependent on God. 
Though Brahman is all-pervasive, yet He can be grasped by know¬ 
ledge and devotion. A true realization of His nature and even a 
sensuous perception of Him is possible only through sadhya-bhakti , 

1 The Siikpna commentary on in. z, iz says that God's mdyd-iakti has three 
functions: hladitii , sandhirii> and satnvit ; it is through His maya-iakti, i.e., the 
power as mdyd } that He can manifest Himself in diverse ways. 

2 dhyatr-bhedat kdryya-bheddc ca anekatayd prattio’pi harih svarupaikyam 
svasrnin na muncati. Govinda-bkasya, m. z. 13. 

3 tan -murtaivam hhalu bhakti-vibhdvitena hfdd grdkyani gandharvanuHLitena 
srotrena rdga-murtatvam iva. Ibid . hi. 2. 17. 

4 Ibid . lit. 2. 1- 5. 
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through sadhana-hhakti . The consciousness and bliss of God 
may be regarded either as the substance of God or as His attributes. 
This twofold way of reference to God is due to the admission of the 
category of visesa, by which, even in the absence of difference be¬ 
tween the substance and the quality, it is possible to predicate the 
latter of the former as if such a difference existed. Visesa is spoken 
of as the representative of difference {bheda-pratinidhi)\ that is, 
where no difference exists, the concept of vise§a enables us to predi¬ 
cate a difference; yet this visesa is no mere vikalpa or mere false 
verbal affirmation. The ocean can be spoken of as water and waves 
by means of this concept of visesa. The concept of visesa means that, 
though there is no difference between God and His qualities, or 
between His nature and His body, yet there is some specific 
peculiarity which makes it possible to affirm the latter of the former; 
and by virtue of this peculiarity the differential predication may be 
regarded as true, though there may actually be no difference 
between the two. It is by virtue of t]bis concept that such proposi¬ 
tions as “Being exists/* “Time always is/* “Space is even/where/ 5 
may be regarded as true; they are neither false nor mere verbal 
assumption; if they were false, there would be no justification for 
such mental states. There is obviously a difference between the two 
propositions “Being exists 5 * and “Being does not exist 55 ; the 
former is regarded as legitimate, the latter as false. This proves that 
though there is no difference between “being 55 and “existence 55 
there is such a peculiarity in it that, while the predication of 
existence to being is legitimate, its denial is false. If it were merely 
a case of verbal assiimption, then the latter denial would also have 
been equally possible and justifiable. This peculiarity is identical 
with the object and does not exist in it in any particular relation. 
For this reason a further chain of relations is not required, and the 
charge of a vicious infinite also becomes inadmissible. If the con¬ 
cept of visesa is not admitted, then the notion of “qualified 55 and 
“quality 55 is inexplicable 1 . The concept of viiesa in.this sense was 
first introduced by Madhva; Baladeva borrowed the idea from him 
in interpreting the relation of God to His powers and qualities. 
This interpretation is entirely different from the view of Jiva and 
others who preceded Baladeva; we have already seen how Jiva 
interpreted the situation merely by the doctrine of the supra-logical 

1 Ibid, m. 2/31. 
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Eure of God’s powers and the supra-logical nature of the difference 
and identity of power and the possessor of power, or of the quality 
and the substance. Baladeva, by introducing the concept of visesa, 
tried to explain more clearly the exact nature of supra-logicality 
( acintyatva ) in this case; this has been definitely pointed out in the 
Suksma commentary 1 . 

The bliss of God is different from the bliss of the jivas, both in 
nature and in quantity, and the nature of their knowledge is 
different. Brahman is thus different in nature both from the world 
and from the jivas. All the unity texts of the Upanisads are to be 
explained merely as affirming that the world and the jivas belong 
to God (sarvatra tadiyatva-jnanarthah). Such a way of looking at 
the world will rouse the spirit of bhakti. The revelation of God’9 
nature in those who follow the path of vaidhi-bhakti is different 
from that in those who follow the ruci-bhaktr, in the former case 
He appears in all His majesty, in the latter He appears with all His 
sweetness. When God is worshipped in a limited form as Krsna, 

He reveals Himself in His limited form to the devotee, and such is 
the supra-logical nature of God that even in this form He remains 
as the All-pervasive. It is evident that the acceptance of viiesa does 
not help Baladeva here and he has to accept the supra-logical nature 
of God to explain other parts of his religious dogmas. 

God is regarded as being both the material cause of the world 
and as the supreme agent. He has three fundamental powers: the 
supreme power, vism-sakti, the power as ksetrajna, the power as 
avidya. In His first power Brahman remains in Himself as the 
unchangeable; His other two powers are transformed into the 
jivas and the world. The Samkhyist argues that, as the world is of 
a different nature from Brahman, Brahman cannot be regarded as 
its material cause. Even if it is urged that there are two subtle 
powers which may be regarded as the material cause of the world 
and th e jivas, their objection still holds good; for the development 
of the gross, which is different from the subtle, is not explained. 

To this the reply is that the effect need not necessarily be the same 
as or similar to the material cause. Brahman transforms Himself 
into the world, which is entirely different from Him. If there were 
absolute oneness between the material cause and the effect, then . 

1 tenaiva tasya vastvabhin natvam sva-niroahakatvam ca svasya tadrse lad - 
bhavojjrmbhakant acintyatvam sidhyati. Sukpna on Govinda-bhiuya, in. 3 . 3** 
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could not be called the cause and the other the effect; the lumpy 
character of the mud is not seen in the jug, which is its effect; in all 
cases that may be reviewed the effect must necessarily be different 
from the material cause. Such a modification does not in any way 
change the nature of Brahman. The changes are effected in His 
powers, while He remains unchanged by the modification of His 
powers. To turn to an ordinary example as an illustration, it may be 
pointed out that “a man with the stick” refers to none other than 
the man himself, though there is a difference between the man and 
the stick; so though the power of the Brahman is identical with 
Brahman in association with His powers, yet the existence of a 
difference between Brahman and His powers is not denied 1 . 
Moreover, there is always a difference between the material cause 
and the effect. The jug is different from the lump of clay, and the 
ornaments from the gold out of which they are made; also they 
serve different purposes and exist in different times. If the effect 
existed before the causal operation began, the application of the 
causal operation would be unnecessary; also the effect would be 
eternal. If it is held that the effect is a manifestation of that which 
was already existent, then a further question arises* whether this 
manifestation, itself an effect, requires a further manifestation, and 
so on; thus a chain of manifestations would be necessary, and the 
result would be a vicious infinite. Still, Bal&deva does not deny the 
parindma or the abhivyakti theory; he denies the Samkhya view 
that even before the causal operation the effect exists, or that a 
manifestation ( abhivyakti ) would require a chain of manifestations. 
He defines effect as an independent manifestation (svatantrd- 
bhwyaktimattvam kila karyatvam ), and such an effect cannot exist 
before the action of the causal operatives. The manifestation of the 
world is through the manifestation of God, on whom it is de¬ 
pendent. Such a manifestation can only happen through the causal 
operation inherent in God and initiated by His will. Thus the world 
is manifested out of the energy of God, and in a limited sense the 
world is identical with God; but once it is separated out of Him as 
effect, it is different from Him. The world did not exist at any time 
before it was manifested in its present form; therefore it is wrong 
to suppose that the world was at any stage identical with God, 
though God may always be regarded as the material cause of the 

1 Ibid. II. i. 13. 
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Thus after all these discussions it becomes evident that 
there is really no difference of any importance between Baladeva’s 
views and the Samkhya view. Baladeva also admits that the world 
exists in a subtle form in God as endowed with His energies. He 
only takes exception to the verbal expression of the kdrikd that the 
effect exists in the cause before the action of the causal operatives; 
for the effect does not exist in the cause as effect but in a subtle 
state. This subtle state is enlarged and endowed with spatio- 
temporal qualities by the action of the causal operatives before it 
can manifest itself as effect. The Samkhya, however, differs in 
overstressing the existence of the effect in the cause, and in asserting 
that the function of the causal operatives is only to manifest openly 
what already existed in a covered manner. Here, however, the causal 
operatives are regarded as making a real change and addition. This 
addition of new qualities and functions is due to the operation of 
the causal will of God; it is of a supra-logical nature in the sense 
that they were not present in the subtle causal state, and yet have 
come into being through the operation of God’s will. But, so far as 
the subtle cause exists in God as associated with Him, the world is 
not distinct and independent of God even in its present form 1 2 . 
The jivas too have no independence in themselves; they are created 
by God, by His mere will, and having created the world and the 
jivas He entered into them and remained as their inner controller. 
So the jivas are as much under natural necessity as the objects of 
the physical world, and they have thus no freedom of action or of 
will 3 . The natural necessity of the world is but a manifestation of 
God’s will through it. The spontaneous desire and will that is 
found in man is also an expression of God’s will operating through 
man; thus man is as much subject to necessity as the world, and 
there is no freedom in man. Thus, though the cow which gives milk 
may seem to us as if it were giving the milk by its own will, yet the 
vital powers of the cow produce the milk, not the cow; so, when a 
person is perceived as doing a particular action or behaving in a 
particular manner or willing something, it is not lie who is the 

1 Govinda-bhdsya, u. x. 14. 

2 tasmacl ekam eva jIva-prakrti-saktimad brahma jagad-upiidanam tada- 
tmakam ca iti siddham evatn karyavasthatve'py avicintyatva-dharma-yogad 
apracyiita-purvdvasthcim cavatisthate. Ibid. n. 1. 20. 

3 cetanasydpi jmasydsma-ka$tha-lo$travad asvdtantrydt svatah kartrtva« 
rupandpattih . Ibid. 11. 1. 23. 
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but the supreme God, who is working through him 1 . But 
the question may arise, if God is the sole cause of all human willing 
and human action, then why should God, who is impartial, make us 
will so differently? The answer will be that God determines our 
action and will in accordance with the nature of our past deeds, 
which are beginningless. A further objection may be made, that 
if God determines our will in accordance with our past deeds, then 
God is dependent in His own determining action on the nature of 
our k'.annas; which will be a serious challenge to His unobstructed 
freedom. Moreover, since different kinds of action lead to different 
kinds of pleasurable and painful effects God may be regarded as 
partial. The reply to these objections is that God determines the 
jtvas in accordance with their own individual nature; the individual 
jivas are originally of a different nature, and in accordance with 
their original difference God determines their will and actions 
differently. Though God is capable of changing their nature, He 
does not do so; but it is in the nature of God's own will that He 
reserves a preferential treatment for His devotee, to whom He 
extends His special grace 2 . God's own actions are not determined 
by any objective end or motive, but flow spontaneously through 
His enjoyment of His own blissful nature. His special grace to¬ 
wards His devotees flows from His own essential nature; it is this 
special treatment offered to His devotees that endears Him to them 
and that rouses others to turn towards Him 3 . 

Bhakti is also regarded as a species of knowledge (bhaktir api 
jndna-viseso bhavati ) 4 . By bhakti one turns to God without any 
kind of objective end. Bhakti is also regarded as a power which 
can bind God to us 5 ; this power is regarded as the essence of the 
hlddini power of God as associated with consciousness. The con¬ 
sciousness here spoken of is identical with the hlada , and its essence 
consists in a favourable outflow of natural inclination 6 . This is thus 
identical with God's essential nature as consciousness and hliss; 
yet it is not regarded as identical with Him, but as a power of 

1 Ibid. n. x. 24. 

8 na ca kanna-sapeksatvena liyarsya asv&tantryam ;... anddi-jtva-mabhavd - 
nusarena hi karma kdrayati sva~bhdvam anyathd-kavtum samartho’pi kasyapi tia 
karoti . Ibid. ji, 1. 35. 

3 Ibid. 11. 1. 36. 

1 Commentary on Siddhdnta-ratna, p. 29. 

5 bhagavad~vasikara-hetu-bhutd saktih. Ibid . p. 35. 

fl hldda-bhinnd samvid , yas taddnukulyamsah sa tasydh sarah. Ibid . p. 37, 
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i l . Though bhakti exists in God as His power, yet it qualifies 
the devotee also, it is pleasurable to them both, and they are both 
constituents of it 2 . It will be remembered that, of the three powers, 
samvit is superior to sandhini and hladini is superior to samvit . God 
not only is, but He extends His being to everything else; sandhim 
is the power by which God extends being to all. He is Himself of 
the nature of consciousness; samvit is the power by which His 
cognitive action is accomplished and by which He makes it possible 
for other people to know. Though He is of the nature of bliss, He 
experiences joy and makes it possible for others to have joyous 
experiences; the power by which He does this is called hladini^ 
True bhakti cannot have any object outside itself, simply for the 
reason that it is itself an experience of God as supreme bliss. That 
there is a kind of bliss other than sensuous pleasure is proved by 
our experience of our own nature as bliss during deep sleep. But, 
since we are but atoms of God's energy, it is necessarily proved that 
God's nature is supreme and infinite bliss; once that bliss is ex¬ 
perienced, people will naturally turn away from worldly sensuous 
pleasure to God, once for all. 

True knowledge destroys all merit and demerit, and so in the 
jivan-mukti man holds his body only through the will of God. The 
effect of obligatory duties is not destroyed, except in so far as it 
produces meritorious results—admission to Heaven and the like—- 
and it helps the rise of true knowledge; when the true knowledge 
dawns, it does not further show itself. It is also stated in the 
Kausltaki XJpanisad that the merits of a wise man go to his friends 
and his demerits to his foes; so in the case of those devotees who are 
anxious to enter communion with God the meritorious effects of 
their deeds are distributed to those who are dear to Him, and the 
effects of their sinful actions are distributed to His enemies 4 . So, 
as the effects of the fructifying karma are distributed to other 
persons, the principle that all fructifying karmas must produce 

1 svarupdnatirekinyapi tad~vise$atciyd ca hhasate*nyatha tasya saktir iti 
vyapedesa-siddheh. Siddhanta~ratna, p„ 38. 

2 bhagavat-svarupa-viie$a-bhuta-hladmy<zdi~sdrdtma bhaktir bhagavad-vii~ 
efanataya bhakte ca prthag-viiemna fay a siddha tayor dnanddtiiayayo bhavati. 
Ibid . p. 39. 

3 tatra saddtma'pi yayd sattam dhatte daddti ca sd sarva-desa-kala-dravya- 
vydpti-hetuh sandhini , samvid-dtmd'pi yayd sanwetti samvedayati ca sd samvit , 
hladdtmd'pi yayd hladate hladayati ca sd hladini . Ibid. pp. 39-40. 

1 Govinda-bhdsya , iv. 1. 17. 
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:ieir effects is satisfied, and the devotee of God is released from 
them. The best way for true advancement can only be through the 
association of saintly devotees. Our bondage is real, and the 
destruction of the bondage is real and eternal. Even in the state 
of ultimate emancipation th tjivas retain their separate individuality 
from God. 

In the sixth and seventh chapters of the Sicldhanta^ratna 
Baladeva tries to refute Sankara’s doctrine of extreme monism; but 
as these arguments contain hardly anything new but merely repeat 
the arguments of the thinkers of the Ramanuja and the Madhva 
Schools, they may well be omitted here. In his Prameya-ratndvali 
Baladeva gives a general summary of the main points of the 
Vaisnava system of the Gaud'iya School. If one compares the 
account they give of Vaisnava philosophy in the Bhdgavata - 
sandarbha with that given in Baladeva’s Govinda-bhdsya and 
Siddhanta-ratna , one finds that, though the fundamental principles 
are the same, yet many new elements were introduced by Baladeva 
into the Gaudlya school of thought under the influence of Madhva, 
and on account of his personal predilections. The stress that is laid 
on the aspect of difference between Isvara and the jiva and the 
world and the concept of visesa , are definite traces of Madhva 
influence. Again, though Baladeva admires the ruci-bhakti as the 
best form of bhakti , he does not lay the same emphasis on it as is 
found in the works of Rupa, Sanatana or Jiva. His concept of 
bhakti is also slightly different from that of Jiva; he does not use 
the older terminologies ( antaranga and bahiranga sakti), and does 
not seek the explanation of hi^ system on that concept. His 
Prameya-ratna-mdld has an old commentary, the Kanti-mdla , by 
one Krsnadeva Vedanta Vagisa. In the Prameya-ratna-mdld he 
pays his salutation to Ananda-tirtha or Madhva, whom he describes 
as his boat for crossing the ocean of samara . He gives also a list 
of the succession of teachers from whom he derived his ideas, and 
he thinks that by a meditation upon the succession of gurus one 
would succeed in producing the satisfaction of Hari. He further 
says that four sampraddyas or schools of Vaisnavas, the' Sri, 
Brahma , Ritdra , and Sa?iaka , will spring forth in Orissa (Utkala) 
in the Kali yuga, which may be identified with Ramanuja, Madhva, 
Visnusvamin, and Nimbaditya. He enumerates the succession of 
his teachers, in the following order c Srlkrsna, Brahma, Devarsi- 
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adarayana, Madhva, Padmanabha, Nrhari, Madhava, Aksobhya, 
Jaya-tirtha, Jnana-sindhu, Vidyanidhi, Rajendra, jayadharma, 
Purusottama, Brahmanya, Vyasa-tirtha, Laksmlpati, Madhavendra, 
Isvara, Advaita, Nityananda and also Sri Caitanya 1 . The system of 
thought represented by Baladeva may well be styled the Madhva- 
Gaudlya system; we have had recently in Bengal a school of 
Vaisnavas which calls itself Madhva-Gaudlya. 

1 See an earlier list by Kavi-Karnapura, in his fanciful or legendary treatise 
Gaura-ganoddeta-dlpika. 
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114, 150, 157 , 158, * 59 > 3 * 4 > 33^ 
aham spkurdmi , 296 
ahetuka , 190 


ahetuki, 416 
ahirtisd , 9 

Ahirbudhnya-samhitd , 36, 37, 39, 40, 
42, 44, 45; categories, development 
of, 40~'i; God in, 40; purusa in, 43; 

myatif'kdla , etc., 44; time in, 
40 

Ahobala- Njrsimha, 388 
aikfata, 135 

aindrajalikasyeva avidyamdna -pratlar- 
fana-saktih, 2 
aindriya-vrtti, 167 
aisvarydnanda, 431 
Aitareya- Ar any aka, 55, 132 ft. 
Aitareya-Brdhmana, 55 
Aitareya~upanisad~bhd§ya f 55 
Aitareyopani$ad , 90 
Aitareyopanisad-bha$ya~tipparil, 55 
ajnana , 63, 73, 83, 104, 106, 107, 117, 
122, 152, 208, 215, 217, 218, 220, 

221, 224, 237, 238, 239* 240, 243, 

244, 245, 246, 247, 256, 257, 259, 

261, 263, 264, 265, 266, 267, 268, 

269, 270, 275.1 376, 277, 278, 279, 

281, 282, 283, 284, 285, 286, 288, 

289, 290, 291, 292, 293 ) 294 > 295, 

297, 298, 305, 326, 403; criticism of, 
261 ff.; inference of, 276 ff.; Madhu- 
sudana’s reply to the criticism of the 
view that ajnana is egohood, refuted, 
296 ff.; nature of its destruction 
discussed, 244 fF.; perception of, 
264 ff.; relation to Brahman, 266; 
relation to dreamless sleep, 267; 
relation to egohood criticized, 294; 
relation to knowledge, 269; relation 
to negation, 270 ff.; relation to vrtti, 
267, criticized, 277; reply to Madhu- 
sudana’s criticism, 273; views of 
other Vedantic authors refuted, 

274 

ajnana* product, 287 
ajndnatva , 217 
akdrpariya , 9 

akdrya-kdrarjLdnumdna , 201 
Akbar, 379 

akiftcana-bhakti, 421, 424 
akitava , 423 
ak$ara, 135 
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alamkdra-idstra y 352, 432, 438 
a-laukika-sdmarthya, 355, 356, 357, 
358 

Allahabad, 372, 388 
All-pervading, 159 
All-pervasive, 148, 159, 365 
Amaru Puri, 386 
AmbarlSa, 155 
A mrta-ranginl, 1 
arris a, 305 

arjriiena amii-priipti , 427 
amsl, 150, 153 

anadhigaiartha-gantr-pranianam, 162 n. 
anadhya-vasaya, 177 
Analogy, 85, 100, 338 
ananta , 100 

Ananta Bhafta, 62, 64, 65 
anantam , 71 
Anantapura, 53 
ananvayl , 124 
ananyatva , 142 
anasUya , 9 

anavastha , 104, 120, 189, 191, 199«. 

anadyavidyd-yuktasya, 30 

andiritalvdt , 236 

andtman , 107 

andhakara, 150, r6o 

Aniruddha, 27, 38, 313W., 3 * 4 , 4°& 

anirvacanXya, 66, 68, 71, 72, 80, 81, 

118, 119, *20, 12*, *23> *25, 175, 

205, 304 

anirvacamyatdf 73 
anirvdcya , 208, 301, 308 
Annam Bhatta, 189 
antahkarana , 149, 179, 233, 234, 236, 
241, 243, 280, 291, 295> 297 , 309, 
3 * 7 , 328, 336, 338 , 347 , 404 
Antahkarana-prabodha, 373, 376 
antahkarana-vftti , 216, 238, 242, 244 
antaranga svarttpa-sakti, 13, 398 
antaranga-sakti, 399 
antary ami-brahman^ 332 
antarydmins, 328, 332, 348, 423 
Antyallldy 387 
anubhava t 174, 338 
anubhava svarupa, 48 
miubhava-visayatva-yogyatamrbhdvahy 
366 

Anubha$ya t 62, 87, now., 122, 322, 
324W., 325, 327, 328, 329, 332, 334, 
373 , 374, 375 , 378, 380, 381; com¬ 
mentaries thereon, 61-2 
Anubhdsya-nigUdhartha- dfpika, 
Anubhdfya-mgudhartha-prakdsikd, 375 


Anubha$ya-pUrtti , 379 
Anubhd§ya~vydkhyd, 373 
Anukramanikd , 2, 167 
anukilla, 306 

anukUla-vedana, 123, 306 
anumdna , 167, i88w., 196, 344, 327, 
345 

anumiti , 344 
anupalabdhi , 143, 176 
anupapatti , 184, 186, 187, 188 
anurakti, 349 
anuraga, 356, 433w. 

Anuvydkkydna , 62, 63, 87, 93, 94, 101, 
103, 104, in, 112, 124, 126, 128, 
131, 132156; account of, 62-3 
Anuvyakhydna-fikd, 62 
anuvyavasdya , 170 
anvaya, 341 
Anvaya-bodhini , 1 
anvaya-vyatireka , 48 
anvaya-vyatireki, 201, 345 
anvayi-kdranatvam upaddnatve tan¬ 
trum, 263 
anyakhydti , 359 
anyathd-jndna, 117 
anyathd-khydti, 305 
anyathanupapatti , 197 
anyathdtva , 103 

anyathd-vijndnam eva bhrdntih , 173 
anyatvam , 39 w. 
anyonyd-bhdva, 180 
anyonyatraya , 104, 109, 247 

353 

Angirah smrti, 6 
aparokfa, 119 
aparok$a-j ndnarn ,315 
apaurmeya , 203 
apavdda , 190 w. 

Appearance of silver, 239 
Appearances, 73, 85 
aprdmdmka, 186 
aprdrndnya , 163 
aprarabdha , 433 
aprdrabdha karmas, 88 
a-pfthah-siddha , 95, 96 
aptlrva , 4, 408, 423 
Arhatpattana, 372 
artha, 376 

artha-kriya-karitva, 249 
artha-mvrttihy 3gw. 
artha-paricchitti, 166 
artha-prdpakatva , 166 
arthavattva , 39 w. 
arthavada , 420 
arthdpatti , 187, 202, 345 
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^mtkopddariakatva, 166 
arupasya ciddtmanah, 12 
asac cet na pratlyeta , 205 
asad eva idam agre aslt , 205 
asad~vilaksana, 11,118 
asamsli§pa, 66 
asatiga, 220 
as at, 118, 206 
asatah-pratltav, 205 
a-sat-khydti , 305 
asadharano dharma , 176, 177 
Asiatic Annual Register, 54 n. 
asphuratl , 106 
aspfhd , 9 
Assamese, 384 
asteya , 9 
astiiva , 39 «. 

Asuras, 57 

a-sva-prakdsatva, 217 
a~$va~prakdsatva~rupatvatn drsyatvam , 
2x7 

aswttantra , 150/1. 
aiakti , 39 w. 
airaddhd , 336, 420 
aiuddhatva, 217 
A 4 vagliosa, 32 it. 
aivatva , 197 
a$tanga-yoga, 414 
11 in. 

110 

athdto brahma-jijndsd, 102 

athdto dharma-jijhds a, zn ., 102 

atlndriya , 169, 170 

Atomic, 315 

Atomic self, 20 

Atoms, 153 

atti, 132 

atyanta-tdddtmya, 401 
atyantdbkava , 66, 109, 155, 360 
atyartha-prasdda, 317 
auddrya , 151 
Auditory perception, 227 
Aufrecht, 55, 373 377**. 

au§adhasev&, 351 
autsargikaifi , 174 
avadhuta , 386, 393 
avakdsa -praddyl, 41 
avast hi ti-sdmdnya , 211 
avatar a, 327 

Avatar a- tar a tamya-sto tra , 377 
Avatdravdddvaii, 379 
avdntara pralaya, 315 n. 
avedyatva , 311 

avedyatve sati aparokpa-vyavahdra - 
yogyatvam, 289 


<SL 


avidyd , 17, 21, 22, 44, 104, 106, 113, 
I30w., 136, 146, 147, 150, 169, 202, 
222, 238, 239, 249, 250, 253, 254, 
255, 263, 268, 279, 280, 2.81, 282, 
288, 291, 292, 302, 313/1., 317, 33i# 
347 , 348 , 359 , 3 ^ 1 , 364, 3 <> 5 , 366, 
369, 370, 409, 429; criticism of, 
263; definition criticized, 259ff.; 
in relation to iff/*’, 282; its theory 
as a veil criticized, 288 ff.; Ma- 
dhusudana's reply to criticism re¬ 
futed, 280 ff.; the doctrine of way a 
and ajnana criticized, 261 ff.; theory 
of, refuted, 279 ff.; the view that it 
can be known criticized, 293; 
various problems in relation to it 
raised and criticized, 284 ff,; views 
of different Vedantic authorities 
criticized, 286 ff. 
avidyd-karmasamjnd , 16 n. 
avidyd-sakti, 12, 390 
avidyddi-vaidd , 113 
avindbhdva, 184, 186, 199 
avttepa, 36 

avyabhicarila-sadhyasambandha vydp- 
tih , 187 

avyabhicaritd-sambhandha, 197 
avyabhicaritah sambandhah , 186 
avyabhicdritd , 198 
avyakta , 136, 137 
avyakti , 32, 143 
avyakrtakdia, 150, 159 
Awareness, 209, 215, 231, 289 
Ayodhya, 372 
dcdra, 7 

Acaryakdrikd, 373 
ddhdra, 160 
ddheya-sakti, 155 
ddheyatmika> 333 
ddhibhautika , 333 
Adilild , 387 
dgama , 161, 181 

a/mia, 35, 4:1, 135, 137, 145, 146, 153, 
177, 284, 286, 325, 380 
dlocana , 146 

ananda , 20, 123, 124, 312, 331, 396 
Anandabodha, 206, 221 
dnandamaya , 130 
Ananda-tlrtha, 53, 54, 56, 447 
Anandddhikarana , 373 
dnukulyena Krmci.lusevanam, 391 
dnukulyena krpnd-nuklanam, 433 
drddhya~vi?ayaka-rdgatvam , 349 
drdrendhana , 198 
dr java, 9 
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aropa~$iddha y 423 
aropya ,134 
■Arya, 373, 377 
Arya-stotra , 55 
Asuri, 36 
cisrama, 10 

aira/wa-duties, 391, 393 
as ray a , 403 

Atmajhdna-pmdesa-pkd, 55 
dlma-rndyd, 14, 400 
atrnan, 14,21, 33, 49,68, 105,126,129 
138, 154 , 334 , 342 , 416 
dtmanas 6, 8 
atma-nivedana, 426 
Atrnapriyd , 1 
dtma-svarQpa, no 
dtmavada , 381 
dtmdnvbhava, 353 
atmabaya, 189 236 

Atmopadesa-tlka, 55 
dvarana , 292 

avarana-bhahga, 346, 374, 378, 379 
aveia, 347 

dvirbhdva, 340, 366, 367 
Avirbhdvatirobhava-vada , 379 
avirbhdva-iaktyddharatvam , 340 
avrti, is5 
dyojandrmmdna , 3 

Badarl, 92 
Badarika, 53 
Ba darikasram, 91,372 
bahavah, 39 tt. 
bahiranga , 409, 410 
bahiranga~mayd, 14 
bahiranga-nidyd-iakti, 398 
bahiranga-sakti , 13, 399 
43, 151 

Balabhadra BhaftacSrya, 388 
Baladeva, 18, 19, 56, 390, 43*$, 443 > 
444, 447; bhakti doctrine of, 445; 
causal operation, theory of, 443 ; 
doctrine of vf&ja as bheda-prati- 
nidhiy 441; God and the duties, 446; 
God and souls, 442; God, views 
on, 18--19; indebtedness to Madhva, 
447; philosophy of, 438; theory of 
jtayas, 441; will of God and the souls, 

- 444 

bandha, 122 

bandka-mdtram vivaksitam, 187 
BSdarSyana, 39, 102, 364, 369 
badha, 117, r73 
badhaka-pratyaya, 163 



bddhya , 213 

Bdlabod.ha , 373, 375, 380, 38X 

Bdlacaritanaman, 373 

Balakf?na Bhafta, 346, 3S 6 **., 375, 377 

Balakr§na Dlk§ita, 375 

Balaki’sna Yati, 2 

Bdlaprabodhhily 373 

Balesvar, 387, 438 

Beauty, 151 

Beginningless, 24 

Behaviour, 252 

Being, 303 

Belgaum, 56 

Benares, 65371, 372, 388, 389 
Beneficial effects, 6 
Bengal, 18, 20, 384, 387, 390 
Bengali literature, 390 
Bhagavad-gltd, 1, 38, 54, 91 n. 
Bhagavad~gltd~bha$ya , 55, 373 
Bhagavad-glta-bhasya-vivecana, 5 5 
Bhagavad-gltd-hetn-nirnaya , 377 
Bhagavad-gitd-prasthanay 5 5 
Bhagavad-gUd-t dtpary a, 55, 60, 377 
Bhagavad~gttd~tdtparya-nirnaya~vyd~ 

khydy 60 

bhagavad vi^aydnuku lyat makas tad - 
amigata-sprhd dimaya jhdna-viiesas 
tat-pmtih, 430 
Bhagavallild - cintdmani , 1 
Bhagavdtiy 315 w., 396, 397, 413, 416, 
421,430 

Bhagavan Had, 38 
Bhagavanndma-darpana ,380 
Bhagavanndffta-vaibhava, 3 80 
Bhagaval-pratikrti-pujanavada , 379 
Bhagavat - tdtparya, 3 1 8 w., 377 
bhajana, 330, 351 

bhajartopoyogi dena adhama-seva-phala, 

35 ** 

bfmkta, 350, 410, 4x1 
Bhaktabodha, 87 

bhaktiy 30, 58, 60, 89, 92, 99, too, 3x7, 
319 , 332 , 34 <>, 347 , 349 , 350, 351, 
353 , 353 , 355 , 356 , 357 , 35 *$, 37 ^, 
377 , 37 *$, 378 w., 379 , 388, 389, 391, 
392, 413, 416, 417, 418, 419, 420, 
421, 4*2, 423, 424, 425 , 433 , 435 
445,446,447; Rupa Gosv£mI>'s treat¬ 
ment of, 432 
Bhakti-hindUy 394 
Bhakti-cintdmani, 350, 351, 380 
Bhakti-hamsa, 374, 377, 378380 
Bhakti-haifisa-vivcka, 379 
Bhakti-hamsa-vivrti, 35 1 
Bhakti-hetUy 374, 377 
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ikti-hetii-nirnaya, 377, 380 
Bhakti~hetu-nirnaya-vivrti, 380 
hhakti-mdrga, 356, 374 
Bhakti-martanda , 350 n., 352 w., 353/1., 
3547;., 380, 381 
bhakti-matra+kdma , 424 
bhakti-nimilta , 434 
Ma&ri-path, 354 
Bhakti-rasatvavada, 379 
Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu , 390?/., 391, 

433 . 433 . 434 1 43 &«-, 437 
Bhakti-rasdyana , 55 
bhaktir-evabhideyam vastu , 418 
Bhakti-sandarhha, 394, 4x4 
bhakti-idstra , 355 
Bhakti-siddhanta , 373 
Bhakti-tarangini , 380 
Bhakti-vardhini , 352??., 356373, 
374 , 375 , 376 , 380, 381 
Bhakti-vardhini-vivrti, 355 
bhaktih svatantryena muktiddlrl , 353 
Bhaktyutkarsa-vada, 379 
Bhandarkar, R. G., 51, 54, 55, 56 
bhahga, 122 
Bhartrprapanca, 53 
Bharuch, 372 
Bhavi$yat-purana , 139 
Bhdga va tci-candrikd , 1 
Bhagavata cult, vyilha doctrine of, 27 
Bhdgavata-dasama-skandha-vivrti , 377 
Bhagavata-pur ana , 1, 2, 10, I2«., 13, 
14, 15, 16, 18, 23, 24?*., 26, 27, 
28?*., 30?*., 32, 33, 34K., 38, 47, 49, 
59 , 7 i, 334 , 346 , 358, 373 , 374 , 379 , 
382, 386, 389, 396, 399, 401, 413, 
417; atoms, conception of, 26; 
Brahman, BhagavSn and Paramat- 
man, 13; categories, evolution of, 
35; commentaries, 1-2; date and 
authorship, 1; devotion in, 28-29; 
dharma , idea of, 2; diversity of the 
number of categories, 30-1; eman¬ 
cipation in, method of, 28; eschato¬ 
logy in, 49-50; God as Brahman, 
n-12; God, idea of Vi§nusvaml, 
12; God and individual soul, 14; 
God, Jlva and Ramanuja on, 17; 
God and His mdyd as prakrti , 26; 
God, nature of, 14; God, nature of 
His powers, 17; God and puru$a t 
24 ff.; God, reconciliation of per¬ 
sonal and impersonal view, 13; God, 
three names, significance of, 15; 
God, three distinct powers of, 13; 
God with and without powers, 16; 


God as transcendent, 12-13; God, 
Madhva, Caitanya, and Baladeva 
on, 18; God, unthinkable nature of, 
16; God and Vaikuntha, 15; Jlva’s 
interpretation of, 19 ff.; Jlva’s inter¬ 
pretation contradictory, 26; karma 
doctrine in, 49-50; mahat and 
ahamkdra , 27; Mahalaksmi, idea of, 
13; mdyd as iakti according to 
Srldhara, 12; mdyd, idea of, 12; 
prakrti , the idea of, 34; purusa as 
pure experience in, 47-8; puru$a 
and prakrti , 27-8; Sarnkhya in, dif¬ 
ferent from that of Isvarakpma and 
Patanjali, 30; Samkhya philosophy 
in, 24 ff.; Saryikhya schools in, 
45-6; time, conception of, as con¬ 
trasted with that of Jlva, 26-7; 
theistic Sainkhya in, 47-8; wholes, 
conception of, 26; world as illusory, 
26; yoga and bhakti, 29-30 
Bhdgavata-pur dria~dasamaskandhdn.uk ~ 
ramanikdy 373 

Bhdgavata - pur ana ikadasaskandhar - 
thanirupanakdrikd, 373 
Bhdgavata -purana *• pancamaskandha ~ 
373 

Bhdgavata - pur ana - prathama - sloka - 
tika, 1 

Bhagavata-purdna-tikd Subodhitii , 373 
Bhdgavata-pur dndrka-prabhd, 1 
Bhagavata-sandarbha, 396, 399, 433, 
447 

Bhdgavata -s vat antra td, 377 
Bhdgavatasdra-samaccaya, 373 
Bhagavata school, 145 
Bhagavata School of Samkhya, 32 
Bhagavata-tattvadipa , 373 
Bhagavata-tattva-dipika , 377 
Bhdgavata-tdtparya, 1, 59, 150 

156??., 157 n > 346 

Bhdgavata-tdtparya-nirnaya , 55, 59; 

commentaries on, 59 
Bhdgavata-tatparya-nirnaya-tlkd, 5 9 
Bhdgavata-tdtparya-nirnaya-vydkhyd- 
prakasa , 59 

Bhdgavata-tdtparya-nirnaya-vydkhyd - 
vivarana , 59 

Bhdgavata - tatparya - vydkhya -padya - 
ratndvaliy 59 
BhSgavatas, 7 
Bhagavatdmrta, 394 
Bhdgavatdrtha-prakarana, 374 
Bhamati , 104, 105, 107, 108, 109, in, 
138, 142 


Index 



Bhaskara, 53, 322, 327, 3*9, 3^7 
bha$ya> 53, 63, 87, 101, i$on. 
Bha$ya-dipikd, 62 
Bhfi$ya~prakdta f 352, 373 , 380, 381 
Bhd$ya-tikd , 380 
Bhmya-tippani-prameya-miiktdvali, 62 
phatta, 171 
Bhdtfa-cintdmani, 170 

333* 356, 433 , 433 **«, 435 , 437 
bkdva-bkaktiy 434, 438 
Bhdva-candrikfty 59, 101 
Ekava-dlpa , 61, 64 
Bhdva-prakdsikdy 1, 101, 381 
bhdva-riipa avidya , 3177?.. 
bhava-vikarciy 122 
Bhdva-vtlcmnT, 169/1., 313, 314 
bhdvya, 42 
bheda, 142, 178 
Bheda-dhikkdra, 179 
bheda-pratinidhi, 441 
bhedabheda , 143, 153, 439 
Bkeddbheda-svarfipa~mrnaya> 361, 379 
Bhedojjlvana, 178/2. 
bhinna-laksaya-yogitva-bheda , 180 «. 
bhinnatva, 221 
bhi , 336 
Bhlma , 59 
bhoga, iqo, 357 
hhoktr”bhogycty 43 
bhrantiy 120 
bhrtyatvciy 432 
Bhujanga-praydtd§taka , 377 
23 /m, 157/2. 

150, 153, 159 
bhuta-yoni t 134 
bhuiddiy 35, 41 
bhUtdkasa , 156 
bhutis , 66 

bhuyo-darsaiia , 192, 195/2. 

Bibliotheca Indica, 185/2. 

Bilvamahgala, 375 

Biman Behari Mazumdar, Dr, 384 

Biological, 28, 431 

Bio-motor activities, 41 

Birth, 49, 86, 347 

Bliss, 20, 29, 156, 219, 222, 335, 419 
Blissful, 414 
Blue jug, 96, 97 
‘Blueness’, 97 
Bombay, 93, 374 
Bombay Gazetteer , 54 
Bondage, 23, 63, 102, 156, 255, 3 * 3 * 
315 , :D 7 , 335 , 347 , 366, 417, 418, 
425; of egoism, 427 
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Bondage, 63, 156, 255, 313, 3 * 5 , 3 * 7 , 

335 , 347 , 366, 417, 4 x 3 , 4*5 
Bonn, 102//. 

Bopadeva, 2 
Brakma-bhdva , 368 
Bfahmacarin, 320 
Brahmadatta, 53 

Brahma-enquiry, 102, 103, 104, 107, 
108,110,112 
Brahmaghosa, 53 
Brahma hood, 285, 427 
brakma-jijndsa, 112 
Brahma~kdnda , 108 
Brahma-knowledge, 102, 107, 216, 

230, 231, 236,>255, 265, 266, 270, 

277, * 93 , 433 
ftra/i/wa-light, 158 

Brdhman, 11, 12, 14, * 5 , 16, 17, 18, 
t 9 , 20, 33 , 34 , 39 , 40 , 49 , 57 , 63, 66, 

68, 69, 70, ?*, 72, 73, 81, 84, 85, 86 , 

87, 99, too, 103, 105,107, 108, 109, 

112, 121, 122 n.y 123, 126, 129, 131* 

138, 141, 142, 144, * 47 , 148, 15*, 

158, 178, 206, 207, 212, 213, 214, 

215, 216, 217, 220, 221, 222, 224, 

225, 232, 233, 243, 244, 246, 247, 

250, 261, 262, 280, 283, 286, 287, 

288, 289, 290, 304, 306, 307, 308, 

309, 311, 312, 321, 3*2, 3 * 3 , 3 * 4 , 

325 , 326, 327, 3*8, 329, 33 °, 331 , 

332 , 335 , 338 , 344 , 347 , 353 , 357 , 

360, 361, 362, 363, 364, 368, 369, 

37 °, 371 , 390 , 394 , 396 , 397 , 39 **, 

399, 400, 402, 403, 4 ° 4 , 4 ° 5 » 4 ° 7 , 

414, 415, 4t8, 420, 428, 430, 440, 

442, 443, 447; Citsukha’s definition 
criticized by Vyasa-tirtha, 311 *, 
material and instrumental cause 
according to Vyasa-tirtha, 308 ff.; 
nature described by VySsa-tlrtha, 
314-15; nature of, according to 
Vyasa-tlrtha, 305 if.; nature accord¬ 
ing to Vallabha contrasted with that 
of BhSskara, 329 
Brahman-causality, 87 
Brahma-sarfihitd) 388 
Brahmaputra, 38, 39, 47, 53 , 54 56, 

62, 63,68,87,98, no, iai,12a, 127, 

129, 130/1., 135, 148W., 153, 251, 

300, 320, 321, 322, 324 , 352 , 364, 

373, 377, 3** 1 , 43** criticism of other 
interpretations according to Val¬ 
labha and his followers, 330-2; 
peculiarity of Vailabha’s interpreta¬ 
tion, 328 If.; Vallabha’s interprets- 
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tion contrasted with that of Rama¬ 
nuja, 321 f?.;. Vallabha’s interpreta¬ 
tion contrasted with that of Sankara, 
325 

Brahma-sutra-bhasya, 55, 93, 94, 101, 
102 n.; commentaries thereon, 61 
Brahrna-sUtra-bhdsya-mrnaya, 5 5 
Brahma-sutra-bhd§ya-tfkd , 5 5 
Brahma - sutra - bhdsyartha - sarfigraha , 
62 

Brahma-siltrdnubha^ya , 55, 373 
Brahma-sUtranubhasya-pradipa, 373 
Brahma-sUtrdnuvydkhydna , 5 5 
Brahma-sUtrdnuvydkhydna-mrnaya , 5 5 
Brahma - siltrdnuvydkhyd - nydya - «/r - 
55 

Brahma-sutrdnuvydkhydna-nydya- 
sambandha-dlpikd, 62 
Brahma-sUtrdrtiia , 62 
Brahma-tarka, 65, 7771. 
Brahma-vaivarta , 13 3 
Brahrna-vadinSy 419 
Brahmd y 122 n. t 155 
brahnia-dhisthama , 138 
Brahm&nanda, 2, 55 
Brahmananda Purl, 386 
Brahma-nanda-valll , 98 
Brahm 3 nda~tirtha, 56 
Brahmin, 300, 393 
Brahmins, 9 
brahmopadana , 263 
Braja~bhu§ana, 1 
Brajanatha, 377, 381 
Brajaraja, 381 
Brajavildsa-stava , 394 
BrShmanya, 448 

Brahmanatvadidevatadi-vdda, 379 
Brhad-anayaka, 132 
Brhad-dranyaka t 136, 137, 138 
Brhaddranyaka-bhasya, 90 
Brhaddranyaka~bhd$ya~tikd, 90 
Brhadaranyaka-bhasya-tippani) 55 
Brhadciranyaka-bhdva~bodha y 90 
Brhaddranyaka - upani$ad~bhd$ya , 5 5 
Brlmdaranyaka-varttika-tikd) 5 5 
Brhad-Bhagavatdmrta , 438 
Brhajjdbdlopani§ad-bha$ya y 5 5 
brhanto hy asmin gundh , in 
Bfhaspati, 6w., 9 

Byndavana, 372, 383, 387, 388, 392, 
394 , 395 

BrndSvana Candra TarkSilahkara, 437 
Buddha, 203 
Buddha-carita , 3211. 
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buddhi , 24, 32fi,, 40, 41, 45, 49, 
66, 113, 133150, 157158, 
300, 314, 327, 336, 342 , 35 °, 358, 
408 

Buddhimanta Khan, 387 
buddhir adhyavasdyinl , 40 
Buddhism, 52, 68 

Buddhists, 7, 75, 134, 202, 203, 231, 
254 , 256, 383 
buddhi-tattv a, 157 
Burnell, 93 

Caitanya, 56, 126, 291, 384, 385, 386, 
387, 388, 389, 39 °, 392, 393 , 395 , 
396; his biographers, 384; his com¬ 
panions, 393 ff.; his life, 385 if.; 
his philosophy as deduced from 
Caitanya-caritdmrta y 390-3 
Caitanya-bhagavata ,385 
Caitanya-candrodaya-nataka , 384,385, 
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Caitanya-caritdmrta , 385, 387, 389, 
39 i, 395 

Caitanya-mangala , 384 
Caitanya-sahasra-ndma, 385 
Caitanya-vallabha Datta, 385 
Gaitanya§laka y 394 
caksuftva, 137 
camas a, 137 
CandaneJvara , 388 
Candrasekhara, 385, 386 
Candraloka , 438 
Candrika y 107 n. 
Candrika-nydya-vivarana, 101 
Candrikd-prakdsa , 101 
Candrikd-vdkydrtha-vivrti , 105-7 
Candake^avScSrya, 64 
Candldasa, 389 
car dear a, 133/1. 
caritra , 8 

Caste distinctions, 393 
Caste duties, 391, 392 
Catalogus Catalogonm y 55, 373, 
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Categorically imperative, 3 
Categories, 30, 31, 46, 153, *59 
Category, 146 
CatuhUokl y 374, 376 
Catuhiloklbhdgavata-tlkd y 373 
Caturthadhikaranamdldy 381 
Causality, 129, 195, 379 , 4°8 
Causal movement, 341 
Causal operation, 407, 443 
Cause-effect, 201 
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Cessation, 117 
cefpd-rilpa , 436 
cetana , 158 
cMya~cetana , 43 
Chalari Nrsirphacarya, 53, 59, 62, 88, 
197 

Chalari-^e§acarya, 88, 165, 188, 197 
Chandafi-Kaustubha, 438 
chanclas , 131 
Chando'stadasaka , 394 
Chdndogya , 129??., 131, 133, 136 
Chdndogyopanisad~bhasya> 55, 90 
Chdndogyopani?ad~bhd$ya-tippa?if , 5 5 
Chdndogyopani$ad-khanddriha, 90 
Chimerical, 205, 208, 230 
Christian literature, 93 
Christianity, 92 
Christians, 92, 93 
cic~chakti y 13, 14 
cic-chakti-vildsa, 400 
Cidambaram, 371 
cid~visciyatva y 217 
Cintamani Dlksita, 375 
106, 107, 331, 362 
Citsukha, 179, 180, 310, 311 
24, 27, 158, 336 
citta~praicintatd > 10 
Class-character, 150 
Class-concept, 66, 179, *97 
cadanasUtra y 162 n. 

Co-existence, 187, 192, i94> i9#> 
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Cognitive, 31, 182 
Cognitive agent, 182 
Cognitive characters, 278 
Cognitive form, 290 
Cognitive senses, 47 
Cognizable, 215 
Cognizing activity, 218 
Collins, 93 
Conative, 31 
Concentration, 28 
Concept, 256 

Conch-shell, 80, 82, 119, 120, 227, 
229, 238, 239, 245, 255, 257, 261, 
3 ° 4 , 3 ° 5 . 343 . 359 . 

Conch-shell-silver, 118, 207, 209, 211, 
213, 214, 224) 249, 2 5 °» 264, 279 , 
281, 340, 359, 360, 405 
Concomitance, 151,185,187,193,194, 
195, 196, 199, 201, 217, 225, 228, 
260, 341, 344) 345 
Conditional, 73 
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Conditioning of consciousness, 236 
Conditions, 379 

Consciousness, 20, 26, 211, 215, 2 i 7 » 
225, 234, 236, 238, 241, 246, 247, 
258, 259) 290, 297, 307, 329, 369, 
397 , 401 

Consequence, 197 
Contact, 153 
Contentment, 7, 28 
Contradiction, 190ft., 229, 255, 257, 
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Cosmic knowledge, 22 
Cow-universal, 221 
Creation, 42, 155, 348, 364, 408 
Creative opinion, 21 
Creative power, 44 
Crypto-Buddhists, 69 
Crystal, 249, 299 
CudSmani Cakravarti, 1 

Dabir Khas, 394 
dainydlmaka-hhakti, 411 
daiva , 21 
dak§ina y 432 
Dallu Bhatt^) 358 
darnci , 9 
Darkness, 342 
Daiaprakarana , 64 w* 
dayd 9 9, 10 
Day&nidhi, 56 
DSmodara, 371, 386, 387 
dmia t 9 

Dana-keli~kaumudi , 395 
ddsya, 39 2 

Deductive inference, 225 
Deeds, 378 
Definition, 124 
Degree of reality, 72 
deha-dehin , 43 
Delusion, 370 
Demerit, 446 
Desire, 49, 351 
Destruction, 109, 143 
Determinate, 370 
Determinate cognitions, 33 
Determinate knowledge, 338 
deva, 441 
DevakI, 346 

Devaklnandana, 357, 375^381 
Devala, 9 
Deva-mangala, 383 
Devanna Bhatta, 372 
Devar?i-Badar&yana, 447 
Devotee, 417, 418 



MINIS/*,. 


Index 



347, 378, 394, 413, 431 
Devotion to God, 78 
Devotional emotion, 418 
Devotional literature, x 
Dhairyydiraya , 374 
Dhanu§koti, 53 

dharma , 2, 3, 4, 5» 6, 8, 9, io, 11, 37* 
320, 321, 322, 323, 324. 347 > 363j 
376; Bhdgav a ta-pur ana on, 10; 
Devala, Yajnavalkya and Maha- 
bharata on, 9-10; evolution of the 
idea of, 2-11; extension of meaning 
according to later smrtis , 9; Govin- 
daraja on, 8; KumSrila on, 3; Manu 
and Medhatithi on, 6; Mlmaipsa 
and Vedic sense of, 2; Prabhakara 
on, 4; Srldhara on, 10; Vedic idea 
of, 5; versus adharma, 4; yoga on, 
10 

Dharmaraja-dhvarlndra, 342 
dharmasya ca kriyd-mpatvdt, 323 
dkarmavady 108 
dharmavicdra, 332 
Dharmottara, 167 
dharmy-antJa , 278 
Dhanvar, 52, 54 n» 

Dhavaiagiri, 372 
dhdrd-vdhika jndna, 162, 164 
dhl, 336 
dhruvam , 350 
Dhruvapdda-ptkd, 377 
dhjrti t 336 
dhiftyanumdna , 326 
dhvamsa -pratiyogi, 109 
dhvamsdbhava, 65, 155, 342 
dhydna , 10, 88, 316, 413, 414 
Differenceless, 115 

Differences, 58, 73, 74, 78, 79, 80, 97, 
99, US, 179, 205, 221, 223, 226, 
233, 269, 300, 441 
Dig-darsana , 438 
Dinakara, 195 «. 

Disappearance, 340 
Dissolution, 47 
do§a, 172, 175, 254, 281 
dofa-yukta, 156 
Doubt, 173, 194, 338 
drasta, 307 
Dravida, 53 

dravya, 3, 97, W 156, i$9 
Dravya-suddhi , 379 
Dream, 83 

Dream-appearances, 229, 339 
Dream creations, 83 


§L 

Dream-experience, 258, 295, 339 
Dreamless deep sleep, 33, 230, 257, 

274, 275, 295, 309, 355 
Dreamless sleep, 257 
DronScarya, 88 
drdham-vijnanam, 162 n 
drg-anatirekdt, 307 
dr$ta, 201 
drtfanta, 345 
dr$tdrtha , 5 

d/sti-srstu 256, 257 
Dualism, 72, 93, 212 
Duality, 49, 114 
Duration, 233 
duragama , 75 

Durgama-sangamana , 432,435 w., 436 «. 
Durga, 157 n. 
durghata-ghatakatvam , 16 
durghata-ghatakatvam hy acintyatvam , 
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Durghatarthaprakasika, 59 
DurvSsas, 322 
du$andnumana, 201 
dva s-upararid, 179 /2. 

Dvadasa-stotra, 55, 89 
Dv§raka, 372, 383 
DvarakeSa, 375, 381 
dvidha-bhdvam rcckati , 42 
Dynamic agent, 340 
dyubhv-ady-dyatana, 135 

Earth, 136 
Eclectic, 32 

Ego, 20, 114, 264, 283, 294, 295* 297 

Ego-hood, 28, 294 

Egoism, 49 

Ego-part, 295 

Ego-perception, 298 

Ego-sense, 297, 298 

Ego-substratum, 295,297* 298,299. 300 

Ego-s yrtti, 292 

Egotism, 65 

ekctsmin dharrnini viruddha-nana^koty- 
avagahi jndnani samsayam, 338 
ekatva, 39 

Ekadasa-skandha-tatparya-candrikd, 2 

Ekadati, 319 

ekdntins , 421 

Ekavall , 51 

elan, 24 

Elephant, 215 

Emancipation, 21, 33, 99, 108, 245, 

257, 258, 259, 299, 301 > 3o6, 309, 

335. 350, 418, 428, 430, 447 
Empirical existence, 281 
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Endurance, 151 
Enemies, 4 
Energy, 41, 4a 
Energy of God, 429 
Enjoyment, 100 
Enmity, 29 

Epigraphica Indica, 51, 93 w. 

Epilepsy, 389 

Epistemological process in inference, 
200 

Equilibrium, 26, 31, 37, 48 
Erotic emotion, 435 
Erotic love, 431 
Error, 113 
Essence, 151 
Essential, 122 

Essential characteristics, 124 
etat-samavetatva, 223 
Eternal, 69, 109, 203, 378 
Eternal contact, 236 
Eternal damnation, 58 
Eternity, 303 
Evolution, 35, 37, 407 
Evolutionary categories, 46 
Excluded middle, 302 
Existence, 302 

Experience, 77, 99, i6t, 168, 186, 212, 
22i, 263, 266, 269, 315, 4x1 
Expiation of sins, 89 
Eye-ball, 342 

Fallacy of the circle, 247 
False, 34, 67, 72, 81, 125, 165, 205, 
211, 217, 305, 340, 360, 365 
False appearance, 406 
False identification, 251 
False imagination, 287, 292 
False reasoning, 228 
False silver, 30s 

Falsehood, 83, 84, 204, 206, 209, 2x0, 
211, 212, 213, 214, 221, 222, 224, 
225 *> controversy on, 204 ff.; cri¬ 
ticism of Madhusudana and R&ma- 
carya, 209 ff.; five definitions of, 
criticized, 204 ff.; its definition 
criticized, 206 ff.; Madhusudana^ 
reply criticized, 216 ff.; of the world 
criticized, 225 ff.; versus contra¬ 
diction, 213 
Falsity, 85, 215 
Falsity of the world, 360 
Fear, 151 

Fire, 190, 194 , 198, 200, 344 
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Francis of Assisi, St, 389 

Gadadhara, 387 
gandha+maira , 41 
gandharvas, 98 
gandharva-iastra, 106-7 
Gangdstaka, 394 
Ganges, 424 
Ganjam, 5*, 388 
GahgadSsa Pandita, 386 
Gangesa, 53, 171,185, 190, 190#., 192, 
*99**., 372 , 388, 394 
Gaiigottrl, 372 
Ganapati Bhatfa, 371 
Gaudadusa, 386 
Gar be, 93 

Gaudapddtya-bhdsya-pika, 5 5 
Gaudaraja-vijaya, 385 
Gaudlya school, 400 
Gaura-ganoddefa-dlpika, 448 n. 
Gaurdngakalpatani , 394 
Gaurdasa Sarkhel, 393 
Gaurldasa Pandita, 385 
Gaya, 372, 386 
gdmbhlrya , 151 
GSyatri, 63, 131 
Gayatrl-bhasya , 380 
Gay airy artha, 381. 

Gay airy artha-vivar ana, 381 
Generality* 303 
Generic quality, 247 
Ghanasy&ma, 374, 377, 381 
ghape mrdvat , 46 
ghapo jay ate, r 18 
Ghosh, N. G., 371 
Ghost, 178 

Giridhara, 373 , 375, 377, 3^7 
Giridhara GosvamI, 360 
Giridharji, 380 
Gita^govinda, 389 

Gita - govinda - prathamd$tapadl«vwf'ti, 
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GUd, 45, 60, 70, 82ii., 92, 93, 3*4, 3 M> 
334, 346» 3&o, 389 , 45W. 438 
Gitd-bhasya , 60, 91, 94 
Gltd-bhUsana, 438 
Gitdrtha-samgraha, 61 
Gud-tattiva-dipanf, 380 
Gltd'-tdtparya, 59; commentaries there¬ 
on, 60; works on, 61 
Gltd-tdtparya-nirnaya, 94 
Gitd-viv?ti , 61 

Glasenapp, 51 n., 94 n., 101 n., 102 n,, 
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rl, ii, ta, 13,14,15,16,18, 21, 
32 , 23, 25, 27, 28, 30, 31, 36, 38, 40, 
42 , 43 , 45 , 47 , 5 $,. 63, 68, 70, 
7 i, 75 , 76 , 78, 89, 93 , 99 , 113, i*h 
132”; 133 n-> 136, 144 , 145 , 147 , 
154 * 155 , i 5 <>, 158, 160, 178, 179, 

182, 293, 312, 313, 314, 316, 317, 

318, 325, 326, 327, 330, 331, 332, 

333 , 334 , 335 , 3 3 ^> 339 , 34 °, 343 , 

346 , 347 , 348 , 349 , 35 °, 35 *, 352 , 

353 , 354 , 355 , 35^, 357 , ffo* 361, 

3^6, 367, 3 *> 9 , 37 °, 37 r, 375, 376, 

377 , 378 , 39 °, 39 i, 392, 396, 398, 

399 , 4 °°, 4 °i, 4 ° 2 , 4 ° 3 , 4 °<>» 4°8, 

410, 411, 412, 414, 416, 417, 420, 

421, 422, 423, 424, 425, 426, 427, 

428, 429, 43 °, 43 i, 432 , 433 , 436, 

437 , 439 , 44 °, 44 1 , 443 , 444 , 445 , 

446, 447 
God as love, 436 
God’s grace, 358 
God’s power, 42 
God’s will, 362 
Godavari, 53, 372 
Gokarna, 372 
Gokulanatha, 374, 380 
Cokuld$taka , 377 
Gokulotsava, 374, 381 
Gopala Basu, 385 
Gopala CakravartI, 1 
Gopala Purl, 386 
Gope^a, 375 

Gopesvara, 352, 374, 375, 380 
Gope^varajJ Maharaja, 350, 351, 380, 
^ 381 

Goplnatha Bhafta, 375 
Goplnathajl, 379 
Gopinath Kaviraja, 438, 439 
gopis, 349, 392, 401 
Gosvam!, 432 
gotva, 152, 197 
Govardhana Bhafta, 381 
GovardhanasarmS, 377 
Govinda, 384, 386 
Govinda Bhatfa, 92 
Govinda-bha$ya , 438, 439, 440 n., 

442444 w., 446?!., 447 
Govinda-bhdsya -pTthaka , 5 5 
Govinda ChakravartI, 350 
Govinda Dasa, 438 
Govindar&ja, 8, 375, 380 
Govinda-vijaya, 385 
Govindavirudavatly 394 
Govinda$taka-tlka, 55 
Grace, 29, 78 


Grace of God, 391 
Grammars, 76 
Grantha-mdlikd-s to tra> 55 
Grierson, 52, 92, 93 
Ground-cause, 309 
Ground-consciousness, 245 
grhlta , 105 

gum, 3, 12,15, 21, 27, 39,31,33,34, 
150,313.317 „•> 334,363,364.370, 

397,400,409 
guna-guny-abheda, 182 
gmxa-karmadau gundnanglkdrat, 220 
gnna-mdyd, 16, 399 
guna-purtti , 109 
Guna-saurcibha , 175 n. 
guna~trayddy-upadana~bhuta , 156 
guna-vikalpOy 183 
Gun&kara, 351 
Guptacarya, 350 
Gururaja, 64, 65 
Gurustuti, 55 
Guru-susrufdy 9 
Gurvartha-dlpikd , 62 
Guzerat, 372 

Hayisa-duta-kavya, 394 

Hardwar, 53, 372 

Harekrsna-mahamantrdrtha-mrupanay 

394 

Hare’s horn, 74, 141, 144, 205, 207, 
208, 212, 214 
Hari, 28, 41, 3*4***, 3*9 
Hari-bhaktivildsa , 394 
Haribhanu, 1 
Haricarana, 352 
Haridasa, 350, 381, 385, 386 
Hariddsa-siddhdnta, 381 
Haridhana, 375 
Harimide-stotra-tika, 56 
Harindmdmrtavydkarana, 394 
Hariraja, 357, 358, 374, 375, 377, 380, 
381 

Hastinapur, 89 
Heat, 369 

Heat-light potential, 35 
Heaven, 2, 15, 92, 156 
Hell, 156 
Heroism, 151 

hetUy 95, 161, 200, 344., 345 
Hindi, 380 

Hindu Chemistry, 36 n. 

History of Hindu Chemistry , 195 w- 
History of Indian Philosophy , A, 169 n. 
History of Orissa , 394 
hladini , 14, 39 °, 393, 4*°, 4*9, 44° 
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hladirit-sakti, 393 
Homogeneous, 42 
hrl, 10, 336 
Hrdaya, 7 386 

Hrdaya Caitanya, 438 
hr day end abhyamijndta , 8 
Hr^lkesa, 372 
Hussain Shaba, 394 
Hyderabad, 53 
Hypothesis, 196 

IccharSma, 373, 381 
idam -raja tayoh, 118 
Idealistic monism, 33 
Identity, 73, 79, 97, 122, 141, 200, 
233 , 340 

Ignorance, 20, 21, 22, 66, 68, 83, 1x3, 
122, 150, 158, 159, 217, *18, 219, 

245, 257, 259, 267, 269, 283, 293, 

3 X 3 , 328, 347, 359, 4x7, 427, 429, 
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Illumination, 24 x, 289 
Illusion, 28, 32, 80, 8i, 83, 119, 132, 

X34, 168, 173, 178, 205, 209, 213, 

224, 244, 246, 247, 248, 249, 252, 

253, 254, 256, 257, 260, 261, 264, 

280, 300, 305, 339, 414; avidya and 
da§a in, 254 ff.; conception of, criti¬ 
cised by Vyasa-tlrthaas against Mad- 
husudana, 247ft.; dr$p-sr§ti view 
criticized, 256 ff.; objections against 
the criticism by Madhusudana re¬ 
futed, 257"S; possibility criticized, 
251 ff. 

Illusion and arthakriyakaritva , 252 ff. 
Illusion of silver, 174, 248, 347 
Illusory, 22, 26, 32, 33, 75, 83, 120, 
174, 209, 219, 228, 255, 281, 283, 
285, 286, 301, 304, 305 
Illusory bondage, 256 
Illusory creation, 246 
Illusory experience, 281, 283 
Illusory identity, 297 
Illusory image, 257, 399 
Illusory imposition, 232, 242, 248, 
354, 273, 329, 407 
Illusory intuition, 258 
Illusory knowledge, 172 
Illusory negation, 262 
Illusory notation, 289 
Illusory objects, 406 
Illusory perception, 174, 229, 230, 
343 

Illusory qualities, 248 
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Illusory silver, 239, 245, 253, 261, 262* 

305 

Illusory superimpositions, 134 
Illusory world, 253 
Images, 178 

Imaginary appearances, 304 
Immediacy, 241 
Immediacy of knowledge, 312 
Immediate cognition, 242, 312 
Immediate intuition, 243 
Immediate perception, 243 
Impersonations, 340 
Implication, 345 
Imposition, 248 
Impossible-negation, 201 
Impossible negative, 184 
Incarnation, 38, 412 
Indefinable, 120, 301, 302, 303 
Indescribable, 205 
Indeterminate, 370 
Indeterminate cognition, 358 
Indeterminate knowledge, 219 
India, 1 

Indian Antiquary , 54 w., 93 

Indian philosophy, 11, 24, 58, 162, 173 

Individual, 38 

Individual selves, 21, 32 

Individual souls, 24, 146, 158 

India, 71 

indriya , 150 

indriya-nigraha, 9 

indriydrtha - sat - samprayaga-janyam 
jndnam, 339 
Inductions, 19s 

Inference, 77, 161, 183, X87, 188, 192, 

194, 195, 196, 197, 200, 201, 202, 

227, 229, 260, 274, 276, 281, 301, 

305, 344; Vy 3 sa-tlrtha oft, 200 
Infinite, 126 
Infinite bliss, 446 
Infinite regress, 210 
Inherent energy, 48 
Injunction, 5 
Inspiration, 389 
Instrumental, 327 
Instrumentality, 329 
Intelligence, 335, 350 
Intuition, 1S1, 235, 256, 258, 265, 274> 

338 

Intuitive consciousness, 276 

Intuitive faculty, 182 

Intuitive perception, 254 

Intuitive process, 181 

Invalid, 183, 243, 244, 245, 268, 269, 
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liable, 185 

Invariable antecedence, 340 
Invariable relation, 199 
Islam, 394 
ippasadhanatd , 74 
Ispa-siddhiy 239 
iksita, 129 
fsa, 8 9 

Isavdsya-upanisad-bhapya, 5 5 
Isopanisad-bhasya , 94 
Isvara, 12, 24 n., 40, 41, 46, 47, 56, 68, 
121, 132, 133, 135, *36. 137, i44» 
203, 288, 312, 326, 327, 447, 448 
I^varalq§na, 30, 36, 39 
isvara -paravasd, 149 
Isvara Puri, 386 

Jadunathaji Maharaja, 383 n, 
jada , 150, 370 
Jadatmika, 400 
jagabandhdtmikd , 156 
Jagadananda, 387 
Jagannatha, 387 
Jagannatha Dasa, 388 
Jagannatha-vallabha , 395 
Jagannatha Yati, 62 
jagat-prapanca , 116 
Jagai, 386 

JaiminisUtra-bhd$ya-mlmdmsd, 373 
Jains, 7, 45, 52, 65, 97, 115, 167, 203, 
372 

Jalabheda , 373, 376, 380, 381 
Jalabheda-tikU) 377 
Janaka, 324 

Jan^rdana, 157, 160, 186, 324, 388 
janardana Bhatta, r, 59, 64 
Janmddyasyayatah , sdstrayonitvdt , 325 
Janmdptaml- rtirnaya , 377 
japtf-flower, 299, 300 
jaran-naiytiyika , 202 
Jaya, 313/1., 318/1. 

Jayadeva, 389 

Jayagopaia Bhatta, 175, 375, 381 
Jaya-niangald, 1 
Jayanti-kalpa, 55 
Jayarama, 1 
Jayasirpha, 54, 91 

Jaya-tirtha, 55, 56, 61, 62, 64, 65, 87, 
88, 89, 90, 94, 101, no, in, 115, 
117, 121, 126, 128, 132133 
143, 162, 174, 175, 177, 178, 182, 
184, r86, 187, 196, 202, 448 
Jaya - tirtha-vijaya -t ipparil , 160 n. 
JaySkhandin Sirpha, 59 
JaySnanda, 385 


Jahnavi, 393 
jdti, 151, 152 
jati-vikalpo, 183 
Jealousy, 29 
jijndsd , 413 
jlva-caitanya> 235 
jiva-form, 284 

Jiva Gosvami, 16, 346, 396, 438, 447; 
Brahman, nature of, 397; bhakti \ 
nature of, 415 ff.; criticism of the 
Sahkarites, 414; different saktis, 
concept of, 399-400; God, views on, 
19-20; God and His powers, 409; 
God and the souls, 408; God’s rela¬ 
tion to His devotee, 410 ff. ; may a 
and beyond mdyd, 402; mdyd doc¬ 
trine, 399; mdya f ideas on, 21-2; 
nature of the world, 404; ontology, 
396 ff.; Paramatman, idea of, 23; 
parindma doctrine of, 22 ; part in the 
whole, relation of, 403; self, views 
on, 20; selves, theory of, 399 ff.; 
status of the world, 405 ff.; the joy 
of bhakti , 403 ff.; ultimate realiza¬ 
tion, nature of, 428 ff. 
jlva~mdyd y 16, 413 
jivanmukta , 365 

jivanmukti, 3988, 259, 262, 347, 
406, 418, 428, 446 
Jlva. ~pra t ibimba tv a-khandana-vada , 

379 

jfva-saktiy 390 

jlvasy 12, 14, 17, 18, 20, 22, 23, 26, 27, 
34 / 83 > 109, 126, 132, 135, 136, 137, 
138, 141, 144, 146, 149, 150, 155, 

179 , 257, 284, 285, 287, 288, 289, 

^ 92 , 335 , 347 , 348 , 350 , 3 &i> 362, 

3^4, 366, 367, 368, 370, 378, 399, 

409, 410, 414, 429, 44 °, 442, 444 , 

447 

jtvdtman , 424 
jnapti 9 189 n. 

jndna , 10, 71, 73, 117, 122, 166, 167, 
170, 235, 260, 261, 293, 336, 35° 
jndna-bddhyatva, 103 
jndna-grdhaka , 169 
j ndna-gvdhakdtiriktdnapek$atvam ,169 
jndna~guhaya , 24 
jndna-kanda , 326 
jnana-mdrga, 374 

jndna -mdtmsya kd vdrttd $ak§dd api 
kurvantl , 416 
jhdna-misra, 353, 354 
jndna-?)iula-kriydtmaka f 40, 41, 43 
j ndna -rttpa , 15711. 


■jnm0Admagrly 175 
Jftanasimha, 56 
Jnana~sindhu, 448 
jnana-sriye, 400 
jnanabhava , 293 
jndndm prdmdnyam, 174 
jndnananddtmako hy asau, 314 
jndndngabhiita, 353 
jfidndngabhuta~bhakti , 353 
jnatata, 169, 170 
jneyata-sampadana, 160 
j neya-visayikarana ,160 
‘Jugness’, 97 
jyotih, 131, 136 
Jyotistoma, 137 

kaivalya , 248 
kaivaiya-kama , 424 
kaivalya-kdma-bhakti, 424 
Kalana., 393 
Kalapa grammar, 386 
Kaii, 51 
Kali yuga, 447 
325 

kalpita, 292 
kalpita-bheda, 105 
kalya-kala , 43 
Kalya napura, 53, 92, 93 
Kalyfmaraja, 346, 357, 374, 375, 380, 
381 

Kamalakara Bhaftacarya, 395 

Kamaldsana, 122 n. 

Kanada, 153, 176//., 178 

Kapila, 24, 30, 32, 36, 37, 38, 44, 139 

Kapila Saryikbya, 44 

Kapilak?etra, 372 

karma, 21, 22, 25, 33, 45, 49 , 61, 86, 
88, 145, 147, 150, IS*, 253, 3 i 7 , 
3 Mi 333 , 337 , 34 $, 349 , 35 °, 353 , 
354 , 358 , 367, 391 , 409 , 415, 417 , 
418, 428, 444; nature of, 49-50 
karma-kanda, 326 
karma-mdrga, 374 
karma-misra 353, 354 
Karma-nirnaya , 64, 70, 74 
karma-svabhdvam , 332 
karrndsayasy 433 
kartr , 37 , 37° 
kartrtva , 43 
hatha, 115 

Kathd-laksana, 55, 64, 65; account of, 

65 

Kathiawad, 372 
Katwa, 386 
Katha, 89, * 33 , 136 


Kaura Sadhu, 1 
Kausitakl, 131, 137, 446 
Kaii§Uakyupani$adMid$ya~tippanl , 55 
kautilya> 420 
Kavlndra-tlrtha, 56 
kakatdtiya, 161 

Kdla, 22, 25, 3i> 37 , 40, 47 , * 5 °> 159, 
331 , 413 

kdma, 336, 376, 432, 435 
kdmana-nimitta, 424 
Kamaka^nl, 371 
Kdm dkhydndtha, igon. 

KamarahSti, 388 

Kdnti-mdldy 438, 447 
KSfSci, 383 
Kanvas, 133 
kdrana, 328, 332, 340 
kdrapa-Sakti , 155 
kdrandnumdna , 200 
kdrikd , 39 w., 444 
Kdrpanya-punjika, 394 
k dry aid , 74 

kdrydnumdna , 200, 326 
kdrydnumeya , 332 
kdrydtirekenanavasthdnam, 341 
Kasi Misra, 388 

Kdthakopanisad-bhd^ya-tippanl, 55 

Kaverl, 388 

Kdvya-Kaustiibha , 438 

kdvyas, 386 

Kedara, 372 

Keria, 89 

Kenopanisad-bhd$ya, 55, 90 
Kenopani§ad-bhd$ya-tlppani , 55 
Kenopcini§ad~khanddnha , 90 
Kesava Bhaffa, 62 
Kesava Bhaft&raka, 64, 101 
Kesavadasa, 1 
Ke. 4 ava Mi&ra, 64, 189 
Ke^avasvamin, 87 
Kesava-tlrtha, 64 
Keiava Yati, 62 
kevala , 160, 181 
kevala pramdna, 1 61, 167, 181 
kevala^vyatireki , 201, 345 
kevaldnvayi, 185, 186, 344 
Khandana-khanda-khadya, 65 n ., 115, 
191 192 

Khanddrtha-prakdsa , 90 
Khapufpa-t%kd y 5 5 
Khydtivdda t 360, 379 
kitava , 423 
klrtana , 389 
klesa, 12 , 45 
Knower, 66, 68, 86 
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^ edge, 2i, 66, 81, 84, 86, 117, 
126, 156, 160, 161, 164, 166, 167,, 
168, 170, 189, 223, 230, 349; its 
nature in emancipation discussed, 
243 ifMadhustidana’s defence 
strongly criticized, 240 ff.; nature 
and function of vrtti and ajfidna 
discussed, 236 ff.; the views of hta- 
siddhi and R&m&dvaya criticized, 
239 ff.; views of Madhusudana v cri¬ 
ticized by YySsa-tlrtha, 230 ff. 
Knowledge of God, 392 
Krama~nirnaya, 54 
kriya, 3, 42 
kriyd-sakti , 33* 
kriyd-vikalpo, 183 
krpci, 151 

Kwa, 15, 45, 59 , 346 , 349, 353, 356, 
376 , 386, 387, 389, 392 , 395 , 401, 
402, 432, 438, 440, 442 
Krsrjadasa Kavir&ja, 385, 387, 388, 
39 ° 

Kr$na ~ karnamrta, 375, 388, 389 

Krsna-padi, r 

Kfsna-premdmrta, 377 

Kr§nasv 3 ml Ayer, 52, 90 

Kr§pa Sastrl, 90, 91 

Kr§nac 3 rya, 51, 59, 90 

Kr§ndmrta-mahdrnava, 55, 89, 319 n, 

Krsnanandf., 438 

Krmasraya, 373, 376 

Krti, 313 n. 

Krttikd , 186 
kfarnd, 9, 10 
k?dnti, 9 
k$etra> 402 

ksetrajfw, 32 n, y 402, 442 
ksetrajna^akti, 390 
k§etrajndkhya f 16 n. 

Kulluka, S 
KumSrapada, 383 
Rumania Bhatta, 3, 60, 17 1 
Kumbakonam, 54 n. 

KundalagirisQri, 62 
Kuruksetra, 372 
Kurve6vara temple, 51 
Kusumdnjali, 1 92 n , 
kutastha , 37, 43 
Kutastha-dipa , 158 n. 
kvdcitkaiva } 93 

Laghu ~ hhdgavatd-mrla , 438 
lajja, 151 
lakfaya, 12 1, 124 
Lak$mana Bhatta, 371, 375 


Laksrnana Sirnha, 59 

Lakpmi, 150, 157, i8x, 3.14, 317 

Lak?ml Devi, 386 

Lak^mlpati, 56, 448 

Lalita-rn adhava, 394 

Daw of excluded middle, 204, 209 

Lalu Bhatta, 373, 375 

Idlyatva , 432 

lamas , 317**. 

Legitimate inference, 228 
Leipzig, 102 n. 

Lexicons, 76 
Liberality, 151 
Liberation, 58, 315, 318 
Light, 369 
Light-heat, 31 
Light-particles, 369 
Limitation, 221 
Limited consciousness, 245 
Limited measure, 220 
Limiting condition, 152 
linga, 37, 344 
linga-deka, 317 
linga-sarlra, 49, *56 
It lay d , 24 
Locanad^sa, 385 
Locus, 342 
Locus of illusion, 252 
Logic, 71, 204 
loka-vyavahara , 1 6 3 
Lokayatas, 52 
Lord, 34 
Love, 28, 351 
Low-caste, 393 
Loyalty, 3 
Lump of earth, 82 

MacKenzie, Major, 54 n. 

Madam, 386 

Madhurdftaka, 373, 374, 377, 380, 
381 

Madhitsudana, 204, 207, 211, 212, 214, 
216, 219, 221, 223, 224, 225, 226, 

228, 229, 231, 233/242. 243, 251, 

256, 257, 258, 262, 268, 269, 271, 

272, 273, 274, 278, 279, 280, 282, 

285, 288, 292, 293, 294, 296, 297, 

299, 300, 301, 302, 303, 304, 305, 

397 

Madhva, 1, 18, 51, 52, 53, 54. 56, 58, 
59, 60, 62, 64, 66, 70, 71, 74, 75, 82, 
87, 88, 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 

101, 121, 122, 128, 130, 131, 132, 

133, 135, 137, 138, 139, 140, 144, 

145, 146, 148, 156, 158, *77, 182, 
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184, 190, 203, 318, 3 * 9 * 339 , 346, 
371, 388, 441, 447, 448; Anubha$ya 
and commentaries thereon, 61; 
Anuvyakhyana , account of, 62-3; 
Anuvyakhyana with commentaries 
thereon, 62; aprdrndnya, 163 ; avidya 
doctrine, 159-60; dkdsa doctrine, 
153—4; bhakti, view’ regarding, 58:. 
Bhdgavata-tdtparya-nirnaya and 
commentary thereon, 59; Bhagavata- 
tdtparya-nirnaya > manner of treat¬ 
ment in, 59; bheda, nature of, 178 ff.; 
discussion of the meaning of the 
word Brahman, 11 i-*2 ff.; his inter¬ 
pretation of the Brahmaputra 1. x. 1, 
102 ff.; interpretation of Brahma - 
sutra 1. 1. 2, 121 ff.; interpretation 
of Brahmaputra 1,1. 3-4, 127; his 
interpretation of the Brahmaputras 
elaborated by many other writers, 
101; logical connection of the 
Brahmaputra'S , 87; monistic inter¬ 
pretation of Brahman, difficulties in, 
125 ff.; other conditions of Brahma- 
knowledge are discarded, no-11; 
what leads to Brahma enquiry, 102; 
a review of the important topics of 
the Brahmaputras, i29ff.; Brahma- 
sUtra-bhdsya , 61; Christianity, in¬ 
fluence of, on, 92-3; concomitance 
in Madhva, 197 ff.; date of, 51; 
eternal damnation in, 58; definition 
of Brahman, discussions on, 12* ff.; 
difference ( bheda ), concept of, 73-4; 
view regarding five-fold differences, 
57; difference, reality of, 178-9; 
difference as conceived by Sankara 
criticized, 179-80; discussions, con¬ 
dition of, 115; discussion ( vdda ), 
nature of, 65; doubts defined, 176 ff.; 
his view regarding the emancipated, 
57—8; emancipated souls, distinction 
among, 66; error, nature of, 118 ff.; 
falsehood, notion of, criticized, 84; 
falsity of the world, doctrine, dis¬ 
carded, 114; falsity of the world 
criticized in the Tattvoddyota } 67; 
Gltd-tatparya , account of, 59 ff.; 
Gltd-tdtparya, manner of treatment 
in, 59; God as eternal perceiver of 
the world, 68; God’s possession of 
many qualities defended, 7 1 1 God, 
collocation of pramdnas leading to, 
78; God, proof of existence, 76; 


..jp 

God, nature of, 75; identity incom¬ 
prehensible without difference, 79" 

80; identity, notion of, denied, 82; 
notion of absolute identity ( akhan - 
ddrtha) criticized, 73; identity of 
selves denied, 70; identity of the self 
and the world denied, 68; inference, 

184 ff.; various kinds of inference 
in, 200-1; inference as svdrthdnu - 
mdna and pardrthdnumdna , 202; 

illusion defined, 173; illusion and 
doubt, 173 ff.; illusion, 
view of, criticized, 174; illusion, 
Sankara view criticized, 175; karma, 
prdrabdha and aprarabdha , dis¬ 
cussion of, 88; nature of karma in, 

61; karma-nirnaya , account of, 70 ff.; 
kathd-laksana , account of, 65; in¬ 
tuitive knolwedge, i8x; nature of 
knowledge discussed by Vyasa-tl rtha 
as against Madhusudana, 230 ff.; 
k?$ndmrta~mahdniava, account of, 

89; life of, 51 ff.; Mahdbharata, 
view regarding, 58; Mahdbharata - 
tdtparya-nirnaya, 57-8; Mahdbhd- 
rata-tatparya-nirnaya, commentary 
of, 59; mdya doctrine discarded, 113; 
Mdydvada-kfiandana with commen¬ 
taries thereon, 64; memory as 
pramdrta, 162; mithyd and amnia - 
cariiya , 8b—1; mithydtvdnumdna - 

khandana with commentaries there¬ 
on, 64; Mlmamsa doctrine of karma 
criticized, 71; mok$a (liberation), 
nature described by the followers of 
Madhva, 315; mok$a y different types 
of, 318; mok$a, ways that lead to it, 

316; the monism of Sankara cannot 
be the basis of Brahma-enquiry, 

X03; monism, refutation of, by 
Vyasa-tlrtha, 204 ff.; nitydnitya- 
viveka cannot be a condition 
of Brahma-knowledge, 109; non¬ 
existence, nature of, 80; Nydya - 
vivararia, account of, 87; ontology, 

130 ff.; criticism of, by Parakala 
Yati, 95; perception, condition of, 

182; perception, Nyaya definition 
and condition denied, 182-3; B ,:a ~ 
bhakara view discussed, 74; prakyti 
doctrine, 156 ff.; pramdnas , 160 ff.; 
pramdnas , agreement with objects, 

161; pramdna , criticism of other 
definitions of, 164; pramdria, Bud¬ 
dhist view of, considered, 167; 
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pramdna , definition of, i6off.; 
pramanas, Jaina view of, considered, 
166; Pramdna-lak$ana and com¬ 
mentaries thereon, 64; pramdnas, 
nature of, 77; pramdna, two senses 
of, 165; pramdna , NySya view con¬ 
sidered, 167; Ramanuja and, 94 IT.; 
Ramanuja’s criticism of Brahman 
criticized, 124; degrees of reality 
criticized, 73; degrees of reality, 
discussions on, 116 ff.; repentance 
and meditation, 89; samavdya doc¬ 
trine, 154; Sankarites and Buddhists 
compared, 69- 70; Sankarites cri¬ 
ticized as crypto-Buddhists, 68-9; 
Sankara’s interpretation of the dif¬ 
ferent topics of the Brahma-sutraS 
criticized, 129 ff.; Sankara’s inter¬ 
pretation criticized, 127 ff.; sakti 
doctrine, r 54-5; Sdharcya theory of 
Gangesa refuted, 185; idstra in rela¬ 
tion to God, 60; his view regarding 
smrti and sastms, 57; view regarding 
sdstra , 60; self cannot be identical 
with Brahman, 108; self cannot be 
self-illuminating, 68; souls, different 
kinds of, 155-6; criticism of, on the 
nature of emancipated souls, 98- 
100; svatah-prdrndnya theory con¬ 
sidered, 168 ff,; svatah 'prdmaitya in 
relation to doubts, 172; svatah - 
pvdmaryya explained, 168; svatah - 
prmndnya theory of, distinguished 
from that of the Mimarpsri and the 
Vedanta, 169 ff.; tarka , 193; tarka, 
nature of, 188 ff.; tarka , Mathura- 
natha and Gange^a cricitized, 190; 
tarka y Ny&ya view criticized, 189; 
tatka, Srlhar^a’s view criticized, 191; 
tarka , Udayam’s view criticized, 
192; Tattva-sdmkkydna > account of, 
65-6; Tattva-samkhyana with com¬ 
mentary, 64; some doctrines sum¬ 
marized in the Tattva-samkhyana, 
65—6; Tattvoddyota , account of, 
66 ff.; Tattvoddyota with com¬ 
mentaries thereon, 64-5; teachers of 
Madhva’s school, 56; testimony in 
Madhva, 202 ff.; true belief, 174; 
upcidhi criticized, 85-6; upadhi , 
notion of, 82-3; upddhi~khatufana 
with commentaries thereon, 64; 
universal and inference, 151—a; the 
view of V&caspati and Prak&^atman 
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refuted by Vyasa-tlrtha, 104 ff.; 
Vedas, revelation of, 75; vUe$a 
doctrine, 153; Vi§nu-tattva~nirnaya, 
account of, 74 if,; vydpti as anupa- 
patti, 184; world cannot be an 
illusion, 72; the view of world as 
illusion criticized, 246 ff.; status of 
the world, brief description of, 63; 
world cannot be sadasad-vilaksaria , 

73; works of Madhva, 54 ff.; com¬ 
mentaries on his works, 55 - 6 ; works 
on logic of, 64 
Madhva-bhd$ya , 141 n. 

Madhva rnathas , 91 
Madhva school, 143, 153 
Madhva-siddhdnta-sdra, 54, 15022,, 

I5i«., i$zn 154/1., 156**., 

* 59 **. 

Madhva-vijaya , 53, 54, 91 
Madhvas Philosophie des Vishnu- 
Glaubens , 54 n. t tozn, 

Madhviicarya, 157/?. 

Madhvdcdrycii The Life of , 91 n. 
Madhvaccirya, a Short Historical 
Sketchy 90 n. 

Madhyaltla y 387, 392 
madkyatna -sevdphala, 358 
Madhyageha Bhafta, 52 
Magic, 68 
Magician, 287 

mahat, 25, *7> 3 h 35, 40, 41, 46, 47> 
66, 150, 156 
Mahat-tattva , 157 

Mahdbhdrata, 9, 38, 57, 58, 59, 75, 92, 

93 > rzS n ., 413 

Mahdbhdrata - Idtparya - nirnaya , 51,55, 

57 , 58, 3*8 /2. 

Mahdbhdrata-tatparya-nirnaydnuk- 
ramariikdy 59 

Mahdbhdrata-tdtparya-nirnayd - 
vydkkydy 59 

mahabh&oa, 432, 43312., 436 
niahahkutaSy 24 
Maha-laksml, 13, 157/2., 372 
mahd-mdydy 31322- 
Mahd-pralaya, 315 n. 

Mahasuhodhini, 59 
Mahdvipm, 402 

mahd-yajnais ca yajhais ca brdhmlyatfi 
kriyate tanuh , 321 
Mahispuri, 371 
Mahomedan scriptures, 203 
Malabar, 93 

Mallikarjuria-tirtha, 388 
Mal-observation, 173 
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manas , 24, 31, 36, 41, 47, 49, 66, 108, 
146, 150, 157, 158, 165, 168, 182, 
3i4, 336, 337, 34i, 342, 352, 

358, 408 

Mandara-manjarl, 64 
Manes, 93 
Mangalore, 53 
Manicheans, 93 

Manifestation of appearance, 340 
manonubhava ,159 
mantras , 337, 346, 369 
Manu, 6, 8, 346 
Manu-santhitd , 6 n. 
Manvartha-candrika, 8 
mangala , 9 
Mangalavdda, 373 
mani, 93 
‘Manigrama’, 93 
Mani-tnanjari, 52, 54, 93 
Manimat, 52, 93 
Ma.iici.ka, 381 
Market silver, 208 
maryadd, 355, 37# 
maryadd school, 354 
maryddd-ntdrga, 352, 3S5, 367, 377 
maryddd-mdrga bhakti , 378 
Mathura, 372, 388 
thura- makinid , 3 94 
thura- mdhdtmya , 373 
Mathuranatha, 170 ?*,, 190 w., 195 
Material, 313 

Material cause, 138, 205, 209, 261, 
330, 340, 34i, 443 
Material stuff, 259 
Materiality, 218 
Mafha list, 51 
Mathas, 51, 52 
Maudgala, 64 
mayi jndruwt ndsti, 265 
Madhavade^aka, 53 
Mjdhava-tlrtha, 56 
Madhavayatlndra, 371 
Madhavendra, 56 
Madhai, 386 
mddhurya, 392 
Madhva-Gaudiya, 448 
Madhyandinas, 133 
Mdgha , 387 
Mahi§mati, 372 
Malddharana-vada, 379 
mdna y 433 n. 
manasdnanda , 431 
Mandukya-khandartha , 90 
Maydukya Upanigads , 89 


Mdn 4 ukya<ipanisad-hhd$ya , 55 
Mandukyopani$ad-bhii§ya , 90 
mdtra y 150 
Mdlhara-vrtti , 39 w* 

Mafharacarya, 3911. 
way a, 12, 13, 14, 16, 17, 2.1, 22, 23, 24, 
26, 33, 34, 47, 48, 68, 71, 85, 113, 
122, 156, 21s, 242, 26:1, 287, 308, 
3 I 3i> 3i4, 328, 329, 330, 331, 332, 
334, 337, 339, 347, 34$*, 359, 360, 
370, 397, 399, 400, 402, 403, 407, 
409, 4*o, 412, 430 
mdyakhya prakrtir jadd , 313 n. 
mayd- power, 12 

maya-sakti, 12, 329, 39i, 393, 39&> 409 
Mdydvdda-khandana, 55, 64, 65 
mdyayd apt bhagavac-chakitvena sakti- 
mad-abhinnatvdt, 330 
Medhatithi, 6, 7, 8 
Mediacy, 241 

Mediate cognition, 240, 243 
Mediate knowledge, 240, 242 
Mediation, 89, 316, 321, 324, 337, 354 
Memory, 163, 166, 178, 275, 294, 337, 
339 

Memory image, 175 

Mercy, 151, 420 

Merit, 151, 446 

Mind-control, 322 

Minerva Press, Madras, 91 

Minimum postulation, iqo«. 

Miraculous powers, 40 

Mirage, 284 

Mi^ra, 171 

Mitabhdgini , 55 

mithydy 7.1, 72, 81, 213 

Mithydtvdmimdna~khandana , 64 

Mitra Mi6ra, 9 n. 

MSmamsakas, 323 

MSmarpsa, 28, 76, 102, 129, 161, 164, 
169, 170, 228, 321, 322, 377 
Mimdifisd-sUtra> 2, 3, 5, 321 
M'imdmsd-idstra , 322 
mokga, 109, 122, 3is, 336, 347, 376 
Molulakota, 372 
Momentary, 256 
Monism, 60, 221, 222, 362 
Monist, 63, 71, 84, 86, 91, 194, 212, 

213, 362 

Monistic, 32, 33, 84, 229 
Moral virtues, 434 
Morality, 9 
Moslem, 371, 385 
Movement, 42 
mfdi ghatavaty 46 
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Mudgalananda-tlrtha, 87 
mukhya , 149 
Muklatiam ca na hlyante taratamyam 
ca sarvadd, 318 n. 

Muktdvali , 195 n. 
mukti , 99, 347, 427, 428, 429 
mukti-yogya, 155 
Mukunda, 386, 387 
Mukunda Datta, 386, 387 
Mukundamuktdratndvali - stotra - iika, 
394 

Multiplicity, 79 
mumukjfuiva , 110, 143 
Mundaka„ 89, 134, 135 
Mundaka~upani$ad~bkdsya , 55, 90 
Miintfakopanisad-bhdsya-tikd,. 90 
Mu$4Qkopani9ad~bhd§ya~fikd-tippatilt 
90 

M undaJwpamfad-bhdfya-vydkhya, 90 

Muralldhara, 373, 380 

Murad, 170, 17m., 387 

Murarigupta, 384, 385, 386 

Mur&ri Mahiti, 388 

Murfiri Miira, 171 

Mutual negations, 302 

Muyti-piljana-vada, 379 

Mysore, 52 

Mystic feeling, 3 

Mystical, 3 

tiacavirala-lagna-ianka-dharah anu~ 
bhuyate , 194 
naimittika y 417 
nai$karmya-nimitta 7 424 
NaivSyikas, 219, 225, 330, 342, 369 
Nanda Mi^ra, 438 
Nandi-tirtha, 54 
Narahari, 91, 92, 383 
Narahari-tlrtha, 51, 56, 91, 93 
Narapapdita, 65 
Narasiipha, tot 
Narasimha~mkha~stotra, 89 
Narasiniha Yati, 90 
NarasirpMc&rya, 1, 64 
na sat tan ndsad ity ucyate, 361 
Nasik, 372, 388 
Navadvlpa, 377, 386 
Navadvfpa Jagannatha Mi6ra, 385 
Navaratna , 373, 376 
Nawab of Gaur, 394 
NSgaraja SanM, 65 n, 

Natna-candrika, 377, 380 
ndrnadheya , 82 
nama~vikalpo , 183 
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Namartha-suddhika, 438 
N&rada, 155 

Ndrdyafia> 38, 57, 6i, 71, 102, no, 132 
NMyapa Bhatta, 52, 53, 54, 64 
Narayana-t?rtha, 90 
NarSyanl, 395 

N 3 myanopam?ad-bhdsya-tipfiaT& f 55 

Nataka-candrika y 438 

Negation, 150, 155,208,209, 211, 212, 

213, 214, 222, 223, 225, 226, 229, 

240, 259, 260, 261, 266, 269, 270, 

273, 302, 305, 306, 307, 309, 342 
Negation of ignorance, 20 
Negation of knowledge, 267, 268, 269 
Negation-precedent, 272, 273, 276, 

278 

Negation-precedent-to-Brahma-know- 
ledge, 270 

Negation-precedent-to-production, 

239, 263, 264, 277, 303, 342 
Negative inference, 196 
Negative instances, 223 
Nibandka , 373 
Nihandha~prakd$a y 2, 379 
Nibandha-fippana „ 346 
Nimb&rka, 384 
nididhyasana , 103 
nigamana, 345 
nihsaktika , 391 
nimitta,, 21, 327 
nimittakdmna , 348, 361, 403 
nirakdra , no 
Nirbhayarama, 381, 382 ra. 
nirguria, 29, 71, 126, 348, 353, 418, 419 
nirguna brahma , 125 
niryaya, 196 
Nirnaydrnava, 375 
Nirodha-lak§aya y 373, 380, 381 
Nirukta , 122 
nimpddhika , 299 
nirupddhike$tarupatvdt , 306 
nirvikalpa, 183, 338 
nirvikalpa pratyaksa, 183 
nirvifaya, 10 

nirvUtya, 18, 114, 363, 369, 370, 390 
nirvisesam cid-va$tit y 402 
nirvtie$atva , 304 
nirvyapaka , 200 
niscaya , 338, 339 
mscaydtmikd buddhi , 158 
ni$edhasya tattvikatve advaita-hdnih y 
205 

ni$kdma y 58 
niskamatva, 318 w. 
nisphald, 163 
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nitya, 14, 170, 203, 417 
mtya~jfidna , 336 
nitya-mukta i 313 
Nityasvarupa Brahmacari, 18 «. 
nitya - tad-dsrayatva-tac-chesatva - 
nibandhanah, 20 
nityaiva , 442 
Nity?inanda, 386, 387, 393, 395, 448 
nitydnitya - viveka , 109 
niyama , 122, 354, 424 
niyata y 190 
niyataguru , 316 
wyafz, 39, 44 
Nllakantha, 38 
Nllambara Chakravarti, 385 
Non-being, 204, 205, 302, 304 
Non-cognizability, 311 
Non-contradiction, 226, 228 
Non-eternal, 151 
Non-eternity, 303 

Non-existent, 63, 81, 82, 211, 212, 
214, 215, 222, 224, 231, 250, 251, 
256, 302 

Non-expressibility, 186 
Non-illusory, 230 
Non-injury, 3/10, 28 
Non-luminous, 68 
Non-material, 16 
Non-objectivity, 310 
Non-perception, 191, 274 
Non-perceptual, 233 
Non-self, 27, 229, 248 
Non-sensible, 194 
Non-spatial, 16 
Non-stealing, 28 
Non-validity, 75 
North India, 383 
Notion, 118 
Nrhari, 56, 448 
Nfsixpha, 62 
Nrsimlia-bhik$u, 90 
Nrsimha-nahha-stotra , 5 5 
Nrsirpha-tirtha, 64 
Nrsimhasrama, 179 
Nyasadesa , 377 

Nydsaddavivarana-prabadha , 377 

Nyaya, 143, 167, 173, 183, 195 «•, 196, 
200, 202, 203, 285, 325, 326, 330, 
3S6 

Nydya-bindu-tlkd, 166 167/1. 

Nydya-dipabhava-prakasa, 60 
Nydya-dipika, 60, 94, 101 
Nyaya-kalpalata, 64 
Nyaya-ka Ipala td~vydkhyd> 64 
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Nyaya kandalt, 176 n. 

Nyaya-ko§a > 189 n. 

Nydya-makaranda, 206 
Nydya-manjarl , 64,183 188 u., 195 n. 

Nydya-mauktika-mald , 64, 87, 101 
Nydya-muktdvali , 64, 87 
Nydya-ratndvaht, 64, 87, 438 
Nyaya-sudha, 62, 94, 101, 111, 112, 

113 , Il6, Il8, 121 W., I 2 , 5 W., 126 / 1 ., 

128/1., 130/1., 131/1., 132 n. y 143, 

155, ISbl6o, 173 W,, 174^** 

199 200 

Nydya-sudha-parnnala , 94, 1x2 
Nydya-sudhd-tippanT, 102 
Nydya-sudhopanydsa , 62 
Nydya-siltra , 176/1., 177/1., 188 
Nydya-sutra-nibandha-pradtpa, 62 
Nyaya-Vaide?ika, 151, 160 
Nyaya-varttika , 176 w. 

Nydya-vivarana, 55, 87, 88 103 

Nydyddhva-dipikd, 101 
Nydydmpta, 63, 65, 105, 204, 210/1., 
214/1,, 2x6, 220, 231, 232, 237 n., 
246/1., 248/1., 265, 266, 296, 310, 

312, 31471., 315/1. 

Nyayamrta-prakasa, 223 n. y 246/7. 
Nydydmrta-tarangini, 209 /?. 
nyunddhika-vrtti, 197 

Object-cognition, 277 
Object-forms, 235, 237, 246 
Objective, 4x7 
Obligatory, 417 
Obligatory duties, 415 
Occasional, 417 
odana y 133/1. 

Omnipotent, 326, 41 1 
Omniscience, 43, 237, 244, 290, 326, 

347 

Omkara, 63 

Orissa, 51, 384, 386, 447 
Otherness, 222 

Pada-ratniwali y 1 
pada~&ahti y 155 
padanumana , 326 
paddrtha, 150/1. 

Paddriha-candrika , 64 
Padartha-dipika , 59 
Paddrtha-niryaya , 328 
Paddrtka-$amgraha> 156 157/1., 

160 

Padmanabha, 56, 157/1., 448 
Padmanabhacarya, C. M., £ijfe 0/ 
Madhvdcdrya, 54/1., 94 
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Padman 5 bha-tirtha, 56, 60, 64, 65, 87, 
91. 92 , 93 , 94 , *55 
Padma-purdna, 36 n. 

Padma-tirtha, 54, 91 
Padyavali, 394 
Pain, 182, 357 
Pamp&ranya, 3 7.1 
Pai^ihati, 388 
Panorama of illusions, 49 
Pantheistic, 39 
panca-janah, 137 

Pa fie a ~p adi k a -vizi a ran a , x 09, 123 n., 

276 n. 

Pancapadiya , 376, 380, 381 
Paflcaratra, 7, 9, 37 , 44 , 57 , 75 , 93 , 
145 , 334 , 355 
PaftcarStra dgamas , 36 
Pancama-skandha-fikdy 2 
Pafica 4 ikha, 38, 39«• 
Pancikarana-prakviyd-vivarana, 5 5 
Panjikd , 62 

Pandita Jagad&nanda, 387 
para, xOn. 

ParabhGti, 383 
Parak&la Yati, 95, 97 , 99 
param, 11 

parama-premaspada , 123 
parama-purusa, 14, 13071 , 
parama-pimi§ar thata, 1 4 
Pararnar§i, 39 
parama-sukha-rUpatva, 14 
Paramananda Gupta, 385 
ParamSnanda Ptiri, 385, 388 
paramartha, 69, 351 
Paramartha-sandarbha , 394 
Paramatman, 11, 12, 14, 20, 21, 

22, 23, 150, 155 , 3 6 5 , 396, 4 
403, 404, 405, azo, 424, 427, 428, 
430 

paramdtma-parindma eva, 22 
Paramatma -sandarbha , 402 
paramdlma-prakrtiy 316 
paramesvara , 11, 400, 409 
parampard-krama , 160 
paraspara-parihdrenaiva vartate , 197 
paraspardnupraveSat tattvdndm, 30 
paratah-aprdmdnya , 172 
paratah-prdmdnya ,171 
paratastvd-nuvidna , 173 
Paratattvdnjana, 380 
para maydy 16 «. 
pardnuraktiy 349 
paramiraktir Jsvare, 349 
pardrtha, 202, 334 
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pard-fakti, 390 

parinama, 22, .164, 406, 407, 443 

parindma-hetutvam tal~laksanam, 333 

parindminly 156 

pariypanda, 40, 132??. 

parise^a, 184, 187 

Par Hi ft a , 381 

parokfa , 234, 240, 278, 339 
paroksa-ity-akaray 312 
paroksa-jndna , 233 
paropakdrdya, 5 
Particularity, 150 
Partless, 327, 362 

paryavasita-sadhya-vydpakatve sati 
sddhandvydpaka upadhih , 1 99 w * 
Passions, 409 
paicima , 432 
Patahjali, 28, 35?*., 36 
Patrdvalamhana, 373 
Pandavas, 89 
P&ndurahga, 64, 372 
Pandya, 383 
Pdniniy 307 
M>a, 151 

pdrdmdrthikay 69, 1x6 
paramarthikatvd-kdrena atyantdbhd- 
vahy log 

pdramparaydy 189 
pdrdrthya , 39 w. 
par dr thy am, 39 w. 

Pasupata, 7, 8, 52, 139 
Fstanjala, 36 

Perception, 77, i8i, 194, 197, 2x6, 
222, 223, 228, 257, 345 
Perceptual experience, 341 
Permanent, 83 
Perpetual immediacy, 210 
Persians, 93 

p/ia/a, 353, 357 

phala-rupay 353 
phala-sannyasa , 424 
phala~t)ydpya tv a , 216, 310 
Phdlgunay 385 
phenataranga-nydya, 141 n. 

Phenomenal self, 31 
Philosophy, 3*4> 3^4, 39° 

Photo-phobia, 282 
Physical love, 431 
Physiological, 431, 436 
Pillar, 178 

pisdca$y 66 

Pitambara, 379 

Pitambaraji Maharaja, 373, 374 
Pleasure, 182, 357 
Plurality, 19, 94 
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Positive ignorance, 274 
Positive entities, 206 
Positive veil, 276 
Possibility, 194 
Posterior knowledge, 211 
Postures, 88 
Power, 42, 43, 150, 153; three-fold, of 
Cod, 13 

Prabhanjana , 377 

Prabhakaras, 34, 74, 16271., 167, 
169, 171 n. 

PrabhHsa, 372 
Prabhavi§nusvamin, 383 
Prabodhini, 1 
Practical behaviour, 231 
Practical efficiency, 206, 252 
padhdna, 398, 404, 414 
Pradlpa , 381 

Pradyumna, 38, 155, 3*3 «•> 3*4 

402 

Pradyumna Mi&ra, 388 
Pradyumna-vyiiha , 27 
Pragmatic experience, 217 
Prahlada, 349 
Prajna-tlrtha, 52 
Prajna, 315 n. 
prakarana , 98 
Prakarana-pancikdf 162 
prakdrata , 170 

Prakasa, 1, 59, 192, 346, 374, 379 
Prakasananda, 276, 388, 389 
FrakasStman, 94, 104, 1*7 
prakrtavayavddi-nisedhi-paratvdt, 312 
prakrtiy 12 „ 13, 14, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 
32, 34, 35, 37, 4°> 42, 44, 4<>, 47, 
49, 66, 68, 134, i35, 136*., 137, *55» 
156, 159, 3^3, 3H, 3*5» 3*6, $17, 
327, 33i, 335, 373, 399, 402, 4x0, 
412, 413, 425,440; categories, evolu¬ 
tion of, 35; idea of, in Vi$nu-purdna 
and Bhdgavata~purdna y 34 
prakrti-layct, 407 
prakrii- stuff, 3.131*. 
pralaya , 47, 141, 219, 318 
pramd, 166, 167, 337 
Pramd-laksana> 5°, 64, 160, 184, 187 
pramdna y 37, 77, 96, 116, 160, 162, 
163, 165, 167, 181, ?88, 189, 196, 
202, 212, 270, 281, 318, 337, 341, 
344, 345, 346, 35$ 

pramdm-bddhitdrthaka prasariga, 189 
Pramdna-candrikdy 165, 187 n., 188 n, 
pramdna-jfiana , 276 



Pramana-paddhatiy 64, 160, 165, 178, 
182, 186, 196, 202 
prarndna-phala y 167 
Pramdna-vdda~raha$ya , 1701*. 
pramdna-vrttiy 279 
pramana-vydpdra, 166 n. 
prarndnantara - vedya , 199 
prameya, 115, 160 
Prameya-dlpikd, 6i, 94 
Pranieya-kamala-martanday 166167 
Prameya-muktdvali, 101 
prameya-phala , 346 
Prameya-ratna-mdld, 447 
Prameya-ratndrnavay 375 
Prameya-ratnavatf, 438?*., 447 
prameyatvay 152 
pranaya, 356, 433 
prapanccty 328 

Prapanca-mithydtvdmimdna-khandana, 
55 , 65 

Prapanca~sara~bheda , 380 
Prapafica~vdda y 360, 381 
prapanco mithyd , 213 
Prasthdna~ratnakara y 330, 337, 339 
340 , 343 
Prahia, 1, 90 

prasnikdy 65 

Prasnopani§ad~bha$ya , 55, 90, 154 
Prahiopani$ad-bhdsya~tlkdy 90, 94 
Prasnopanisad-bhdyya-ttkd-tippana , 90 
Prasnopani$ad~bhdsya~tippdriiy 5 5 
pratarana-idstra , 348 
Prataparudra, 386, 388, 393 , 394, 395 
pratibandha y 357 
pratibandhi-kalpan&y 190 ?z. 
pratibhdsika } 300 
pratibimba y 150 
Pratibimba~vada , 352, 379 
pratijndy 345 

prati-panmpddhu traikalika-nqedha - 
pratiyogitvanty 204 
pratltiy 118 
pratya-bhijndy 162 
pratyaksa pramdria ,341 
pratyaksa-yogyciy zoi 
pratyanumdna, 326 
pravrtti, 166 

prag-abhdva y 1.55, 206, 209, 223, 239, 
272, 303, 342 , 379 
prdgabhdvapratiyogitva y 223 
prdkatya-pratibandha, 289 
prdmdnya } 168 
prdmdnya~bhrama } 168 
prdmdnya-nikayasya-pravartakatvam, 
173 
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rana, 37, 40, 41, 132, 13s. 136, 148, 
33 i, 399 
pranatva, 137 
prandydma, 28 
prdrabdha , 88, 433 
prarabdha-karma, 317, 365, 418 
Prdr thanaratnakara , 3 79 
prcitibhasika, 120 
prdtisviki, 159 
Precedent-negations, 379 
premal 351, 355 , 35 <>, 43 °, 433 , 435 , 
437 

Premalakfana-candrika, 351 
Premarasayana , 351 
Prema-vilam, 385 
Premdmrta , 373 
Premdmrta - bhdpya, 3 77 
Premendusdgara, 3 94 
Pride, 29 

pmi , 427,428, 431 
Pritisandarbha , 394, 427, 432 
Probability, 178, 194 
probandum , 184 
Production, 143 

Progressive Press, Madras, 91«. 

projjhita , 10 

Proposition, 272 

prthaktva , 180 

pumdmsah , 39 

Punjab, 372 

Pundarlka Vidyanidhi, 385 
Pur alias, 5, 15, 16, 36, 66, 386, 389 
pur ante, 18 
Pure bliss, 307, 401 
Pure consciousness, 213, 216, 231, 237, 
239 , 244 , 246, 254, 257, 258, 263, 
265, 277, 279, 283, 284, 285, 286, 
289, 291, 292, 296, 297, 299, 300, 
309 , 3 i 1, 316, 403, 409 
Pure experience, 48 
Pure intelligence, 125 
Pure self, 238, 299 
Purity, 9, 378 
Purity of heart, 354 
Purl, 372 , 383, 387, 389, 39 °, 394 
Purl Caitanya, 388 

puru$a, 25, 27, 28, 31, 32, 34, 37, 39, 
4 °, 45 , 47 , 48 , 136, 316, 334 , 335 
puruyartha, 351 

Puru§ottama, 2, 322 n., 327??., 330, 
336 , 34 °. 341 , 342 , 344 , 345 , 34 &, 
35 1 , 355 , 360, 361, 362, 363, 365 w *» 
366 373 , 374 , 375 , 377 , 379 , 380, 
381, 386, 393, 448 
Puru§ottamadeva, 393 


Puru?ottamaji Maharaja, 374 
Puru?ottama-t!rtha, 56 
Pu§kara, 372 
puyti-bhakti , 359 , 378 
pufti-mdrga, 352, 3^7, 368, 377 
putfiviarge varanam eva sadhanam , 354 
Putfi-prav&ha-maryadd, 355, 374, 375, 
376 , 377 , 379 

Pu§ti-pravdha-maryaddbheda 9 373 
Pu§ti school, 354 
Purnaprajna, 54 
pUrva , 432 

Purva-mimcimsa , 71, 325 
Purva~mimamsa-kdrikd, 373 
piirva-pak§a, 14m. 
purva-vijndna , 162 
Psychical personality, 28 

Qualified, 150 
Qualities, 3, 96, * 49 , 153 
Qualityless, 24, 296, 418 

RaghunStha, 374, 375 , 377, 380, 386, 
387 

Raghunatha Yati, 88 
Raghupati Upadhyaya, 388 
Raghuvarya-tlrtha, 56 
Raghuttama-tirtha, 56, 61, 62, 87, 9°, 
101 

Raivata, 372 

rajas, 29, 31, 37, 4°, 41, 44, *56, 

157 , 317 , 328, 334 , 337 , 338, 343 , 
370, 397, 400, 401, 417 
Rajataplthapura, 5 3 
Rana-vrtti, 234 
Rasa-manjari , 1 
rasa-matra, 41 
Rasdrnrta, 394 
Rasikananda Murari, 438 
Rami, 380, 381 
rati, 437 

Ratiocination, 188 
Rational, 3 
ratydbhasa, 437 
Ray, P. C., 36*1., 195 **• 

Riidha, 387, 432 
RSdha Govinda Nath, 385 
RSdhSnanda, 438 
raga, 356, 433 n. 
rdgdnugd, 424, 426, 435 
rdganuga-bhakti, 426, 435 
rdgatmika-bhakti, 435 
Righavendra, 61, 87 
Raghavendra-tfrtha, 62, 64, 65, 90, 
i68w. 


MINIS r/jy 



Index 


<SL 


ghavendra Yati, 61, 62, 64, 90, 94, 
no 

RdjaUldndma , 373 

Rajavi§nusvamin, 383 

Rajendra, 448 

rdk$asas, 66 

Rama, 91, 327 

Ramacandra-tlrtha, 56, 62 

Rainakrsna, 381 

Rdmanavaminirnayci , 377 

Ramacarya, 209, 211, 213, 215, 217, 

219, 222, 225 
Ramadvaya, 239 
RamSi, 387 

Ramananda, 8, 391, 392 
Ramananda Ray, 386, 388, 389, 394, 
395 

Ramananda-tlrtha, 2 
Ramanuja, 1, 17, 18, 19, 20, 53, 94, 95 > 
96, 98, 321, 324 > 326 , 327? 350 , 367* 
4 ^ 3 , 447 

Ramaycina , 57, 59, 75 
Rameiwaram, 53, 371, 394 
Ramkeli, 394 

Rdniottara -tdpanlya-bha?ya t 55 
Rao, S» Subba, .54 n. 

Rasapancddhyaya> 373 
Rasapancddhyayt-prakdsa, 373 
Rdsasarvasva , 377 
Real, 68, 69, 120, 2x3 
Reality, 17, 18, 19, 26, 28, 33, 34, 94, 
210, 225, 230, 404 
Reality of falsehood, 207 
Reason, 102, 185, 186 
Rebirth, 86, 347 
Recognition, 339 

reductio ad absurduniy 185, 186, 187 

Reduction, 184, 186 

Reflection, 2, 339 

Relation of consciousness, 236 

Relative existence, 214, 251 

Relative reality, 210 

Religious duties, 29, 75 

Religious fervour, 3 

Renunciation, 356 

Residue, 141; 

Reva, 372 

Revelation, 123 

Rhetoric, 432 

Right inference, 228 

Right knowledge, 178, 218, 249, 340 

Ritual process, 420 

Ritualistic worship, 88 

Rituals, 3 

Rohini , 186 


Roo, P. Kamchandra, 54 n. 
Root-cause, 143 
Root-desires, 45 

Root-impressions, 253, 257, 258, 274, 
275, 284 
Rope-snake, 300 
Round square, 186 
ruci-bhaktiy 442 
Rudrciy 135, 447 
Rudra Bha^a, 53 
rUdhiy 1x2 
Rupa, 394, 433 , 447 
Rupa Gosvaml, 437; treatment of 
bhakliy 432 

rUpa-tanmatra, 27, 35, 41 
rddhiy 378 n* 

Rg-artha-cuddmani, 89 
lig-artha-manjariy 89 
Jd.g-arthoddhdra } 89 
.Rg-bhdwa* 54, 89 
#g~bhd$ya-tikdy 94 
JRgveda-brakma-pancikdy 64 n. 
Rg-yajuh-sdmdtharvas ca bharatam , 
128 71 . 

rju^yogiriy 181 

saccid-dnanda tsvara, 12 
Sacrifices, 2, 4, 71 
Sacrificial, 322 

sadasad-vilak?anay 72, 116, 117, 118 
Saddcdra-smytiy 58 , 88 
Saddcdra-smrii-vydkhydy 8 8 
Sadacara ~stu ti-sto tra , 56 
sad-dgama, 75 
Sadananda, 377 
sada-prapta-sarva-gunam , 145 
sad-vilaksanatvena, 117, 261 
sad~viviktatvam> 212 
sa eva k$obhako brahman k$obhya$ ca 
puru$ottamahy 35 
Sagacity, 151 
Sagara, 38 

saguna, 71, 125, 348, 353> 4*9 
sahaja-saktiy 15 5 , 168 

sahakdn, 329, 339 
Sahasrdk$a, 377 
Sahasrarci, 383 
Sahasra-ndmay 438 
Saint, 99 

Sakaldcdrya-mata-samgraha, 382 

Sakar Malik, 394 

sakdmciy 424 

sakama-bhaktiy 424 

sakhyay 39 2 

Salvation, 88 
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baya, 153, 182, 183, 231, 337, 
33 °. 34 i. 348, 369 
satnavayi, 183, 327, 361 
samavayi-kdrana, 328, 329, 330, 361 
satnavuyitve vikrtatvasyapatteh , 328 
samavrtti, 197 
mmaya-bandha , 115 
Sarnaya -pradfpa, 377 
sama§f.i~jivdntaryami, 402 
sambandhanugd, 435 
samuhalambana-buddhiy 338 
Samvara Dasa, 438 
samvity 390, 440 tl 
samvit-iakti, 393 
samhhava, zoz 
sambhdvandy s 78 
Samhitopani§ad-bhd§ya , 5 6 
Sanihitopani$ad-hhd§ya-tipparil , 56 
smnkalpa, 98, 158, 336, 337 
Saifikarsanciy 27, 38 
sainkoca-vikasabhyam, 34 
Samksepa Bhdgavatdmrta, 394 
satnsara, 28, 66, 120, 138, 362, 429, 
447 

samskdra, 336, 337, 343 
samskara-mdtra-jamnanah , 166 
samskdra-patana , 163 
sumskdras, 61, 165 
satnsaya, 168, 176, 336, 338 
samilista, 66 
Sanwid&nanda, 53 
samyag-jhdna, 117 
samyoga, 153 
sarhiaya-dhdrd , 190 
Sanaka, 447 

Sandtana, 2, 386, 389, 394, 438, 447 
Sandal paste, 20 
sandhinly 13, 390, 440/*., 446 
sannydsa , 9, 356 

Satinyasa~nimayay 356, 373, 375, 380, 
381 

Sannydsa-nirmya-vivarana, 377 
Satinyasa~paddhatiy 5 5 
Sarmyaya-ratndvali, 73, 151 
Satinydya-dlpika, 64 
Sanskrit, 384, 390 
Sanskrit literature, 94 
sahga-siddha, 423 
sanketita, 114 
Sanjaya, 386 
saptabhangly 97 

Sarva-darsana-sarngraha, 190 n. 
$arva»de£a-kala-$ambandhi~ni$edha~ 
pratiyogitvam sattvam, 224, 225 
Sarvajiia-stlkti, izn. 


Sarvajnatmamuni, 329 
Sarvanirnaya, 346, 358 
Sarvanir nay a-prakar aria, 374 
Sarva-sarrivadmi , 16, 18//., 22/?. 
sarvatra tadlyatva-jndnarthah „ 442 
sarvatra iraikdlika~ni$edha pratiyogi¬ 
tvam, 206, 207 
sarvdrtha vi$ayakam> 181 
sarvd-sattva, 141 
sarvatma-bhdva, 352 
sarvatmaka , 130/1. 

Sarvottamastotra , 377, 380 
Sarvottamastotra-tippana, 3 73 
sat, 74, 120, 149, 205, 331, 362, 405 
sat-karya-vada , 119, 142, 361, 406 
sat-sanga t 422 

sattva, 31, 40, 46, 157, 3i7» 328, 334, 
337 , 354 , 397 , 4 °°, 4 <», 436 
sattva-gunas, 44, 343, 358 
sattva-prakaraka-prami-vi$ayatabha- 
vat, 212 

sattva-sdmdnyasyaiva ananglkdrat, 117 
sattva- Vaikunfha, 397 
sattvabhdvdvya tirekdt , 116 
sattd-sdmdnya , 117 
satya, 9, 11, 71, 73 
Satyabodha-tlrtha, 56 
Satyadharma Yati, 157W. 
a$V/ tya-dharma-tippana , 64 
Satyadhrti, 383 
S atyakSma-ttrtha, 56 
sa tya m , 414 

s city am jndnam anantam brahma , 125 
Satyan&tha-tirtha, 56 
Satyan&tha Yati, 62, 64 
Satyanidhi-tlrtha, 56 
Satyaparayana-tlrtha, 56 
Satyaprajna, 52 
Satyaprajfta-bhik^u, 60 
Satyaprajfia-tlrtha, 56, 64, 91 
Satyapiirna-tlrtha, 56 
SatyasannidhSna-tlrtha, 56 
Satyasara-tlrtha, 56 
Satya-tlrtha, 91 
Satyavara-tJrtha, 56 
Satyavati Pandita, 383 
S atyavij ay a-tlrtha, 56 
Satyavit-tlrtha, 56 
Satyavrata-tlrtha, 56 
SatySbhinava-tirtha, 1 
Satyabhinava Yati, 59 
Satye^ti-tlrtha, 56 
saundarya, 151 
SaurSstra, 52 
savikalpa , 183 
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$adhcikatama y 167 

sadhana, 161 , 346 , 347 . 353 , 354 , 357 , 
433 

sadhana-bhakti, 433, 434, 435, 437,441 
Sadhana-pciddhMi, 394 
sadhana-rUpa , 353 
sddhandnumana 201 
sadharana dharma, 177 
sadhya , 184, 185, 344 
sadhya-bhakti t 434, 435 
sadhydbhavavad-avft titvam , 185 
sadjiya, 150, 151, 182 
sddr&yadi-sahakrtendriydrtha-samsar - 
gajanya , 339 

sahacaryci-niyama , 185, 186, 187 
Sdhitya»Kaumudi % 438 
sfikyciy 95 
sd;fujya> 355 

Saksatpurusottamavakyciy 373 
sdkfif 33, 114, 159, 168, 173 263, 282, 
307 

/-consciousness, 263, 266, 268, 
269, 270, 274, 275, 281, 290, 291, 
292, 298, 306, 307 
Sah?igopala, 387 
sak§i-jndna y 158 
sdk$lndriya y 158 
Sdlikandthay 162 ft. 
sdlokya-mokfa, 318 
sdmagn , 167, 172 
Sdman , 128 

samanadhikaranycty 185, 187 
sdmdnya , 150, 21 *,303 
samanydbhava , 273 
sdmdnyajndna , 358 
$amanyato-dr§ta , 201 
sdmanya-pratya satti, 225 
sdrndnyena laksitam tathaiva sphurat, 
396 

sdmipya , 318 
Samlpya ~mok$a, 318 
Samkhya, 24, 26, 30, 32, 33, 34, 35, 38, 
3.9,44, 45, 47, 130, 136, 137, 138, 
139, H3, 176, 327, 342, 398, 433; 
Ahirbudhnya description of, 37; 
Ahirbudhnya and Sasti-tantra, 36 -7; 
A3vagho§a’s account of, 32 «.; cate¬ 
gories of, 24-5; difference between 
the Bhdgavata and classical schools, 
32; diversity in the enumeration of 
categories, 301; in Gitd and id/fir- 
budhnya , 45 ; God in, place of, 36; 
God and prakjti , 26; Kapila in 
relation to, 38; as described in 


Mathara-vftti , 39; monistic inter¬ 
pretation of, 33; schools of, 36, 45-7 
Samkhya categories, 32> 36 n* 

Samkhya God, 46 
Samkhya - Mrikd, 36, 39, 45 
Sam khya-pmvacana~sutra t 344 
samkhydnumdna, 327 
Sarpkhyist, 328, 442 
Sdrdrtha-darsiniy 1 
sdrsti } 318, 430 n> 
sdrspi-mokfQ, 318 
sdrupya, 318 

Sarvabhauma Bhatt^carya, 385, 387, 
389 

sdttvika , 29, 41, 337 
Scorpion, 37 1 
Scriptural, 99 
Scriptural command, 3 
Scriptural injunctions, 3 
Scriptural testimony, 227, 229 
Scriptural texts, 76, 81, 248, 252 
Scriptures, 36, 1 14, 337 
Seal, Dr, 36*!., 19571. 

Seer, 85 

Self, 31, 48, 49, 68, .84, X05, 129, 217 
248, 260, 291, 299, 323, 335, 353, 
360 

Self-advancement, 28 
Self-completeness, 42, 43 
Self-concentration, 418 
Self-consciousness, 20, 360 
Self-contentment, 437 
Self-contradictory, 265, 289, 361 
Self-control, 10, 28, 316, 322 
Self-creation, 362 
Self-creative, 348 
Self-dependence, 236 
Self-determination, 412 
Self-determined thought, 42 
Self-detemiiner, 414 
Self-discipline, 316 
Self-enjoying, 99, 367, 436 
Self-enjoyment, 99, 367 
Self-evolving energy, 44 
Self-experience, 84 
Self-interest, 423 
Self-knowledge, 11, 336 
Self-love, 295 

Self-luminosity, 288, 289, 414, 415 
Self-luminous, 69, 237, 247, 248, 291, 
295, 310, 335 

Self-luminous consciousness, 277 
Self-luminousness, 68 
Self-luminous principle, 289 
Self-purification, 29 
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dealing, 106, 215, 216 
Self-shining, 24 
Self-subsistent, 233 
Self-validity, if 68, 169, 173, 174 
Selves, 58 

Sense-characteristics, 337 
Sense-cognition, 342 
Sense-contact, 172, 174, 182 
Sense-data, 158 
Sense-evidence, 227 
Sense-experience, 239 
Sense-faculties, 41, 343 
Sense-faculty, 341 
Sense-gratification, 7 
Sense-knowledge, 159, 182, 219, 337 
Sense-object, 341 
Sense-operation, 343 
Sense-organ, 158, 193, 233 
Sense-powers, 419 
Sense-qualities, 341 
Sense-relation, 257 
Senses, 3, 337 
Sensible, 194 
Sensory, 28 
Service, 351 

$e$a-vdkydrtha-candrikd , 62 
Se§acSrya, 62 
sevd y 351, 422 
Scvcikaumudiy 377 

Sevaphala, 357, 358, 374, 375, 380, 381 

Sevaphala-stotra, 373 

Sevaphala-vivrti, 355 

sevopayogi deha , 355 

Sex-attractions, 10 

Sex-love, 426 

Sex-restriction, iq 

Shame, 151, 339 

Shell-silver, 308 

siddha-prakasa-lopah, 288 

Siddhapura, 372 

Siddhadvaita-martanda , 381 

siddkdnta , 141-/1. 

Siddh an ta-mukt avail } 373, 374, 375, 

376,377.379.380,381 

Siddhdfita-rahasya, 373, 374, 376 
Siddhanta-ratnay 19/*., 438,439,445 
446 n., 447 

Siddhlntji Unnahinl Sabha, 91 
Silver, 120, 359, 414 
Silver-appearance, 81, 238 
Silver-illusion, 250, 251, 260, 261 
Silversmith, 249 
Similarity, 150 
Sirphe^vara, 388 
Sindh, 372 


Sinful, 4 
Sins, 420 
fSlta, 91 
Skanday 133 n. 

Skanda-purdpa , 122 
Skanda-purandy Revakhanday 416 «. 
Skanda-tlrtha, 388 

shandhaSy 346 

** Sketch of the religious sects of the 
Hindus ’*, 54 n. 

Smoke, 191, 194, 197, 198, 199, 200, 
299 , 344 

smrtiy 5, 6, 78, 163, 166, 321, 338, 339 , 
346, 425; relation to Vedic injunc¬ 
tion, 5 

smjrti li terature, 4, 433 
Smrti-sdra~$amuccay<Xy 56 
smrti-sile ca tad-viddm, 7 
smjrti texts, 7 
Smrti-vivaranay 56 
Snake, 72 

sneka, 318, 351, 356, 433 

Sneha-puraniy x 

Solar light, 399 

Solar sphere, 49 

somaydgas , 371, 372 

sopadhika , 300 

sopddhikdtvat , 123 

Souls, 49, 132, 155, 179, 285, 317 

South India, 91, 371 

South KSnara, 52 

Southern way, 49 

Space, 168, 182 

Space-relations, 184, 293 

sparsa-tamnatray 35 , 41 , 42 

Spatial coexistence, 187 

Spatial limitation, 220 

Special virtue, 126 

Specious arguments, 84 

sphuralfy 106 

Spiritual, 42 

Spiritual law, 3 

Spontaneity, 42 

srftiy 122 

Srstihhedavdday 362/1., 379 
staimitya-rupay 42 
Slava-mdldy 394, 438 
sthayn-bhava, 352, 353 
sthitiy 39 n. t X22 
Stirling, Mr, 394 
Strength, 42, 15 x 
Subha Rao, 91 
Sub-concept, 179 
Sub-conscious, 178, 305 
Subject, 160, 286 
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-object forms, 42 
Bject realization, 172 
Subjective ignorance, 417 
Subodhinl , 1, as, -24346, 358, 373, 
374, 379, 382 
Subodhiril-hodhini, 380 
Subodhinl-lekha , 373, 375, 380 
Subodhinl-prakasa , 379 
Subodhini-tippam, 379 
Subodhini~y(yana-mbandha~yojam i 373 
Subodhinl-yojana-nibandha-yojana Se- 
vakaumudi , 375 
Subsistence, 231 
Substance, 3, 96, iso, 153, 213 
Substratum, 224, 283 
Sudarsana Partita, 386 
Sudarsana Suri, 1 
$udarJanata t 42 
Sudha, 10 x 

sukha - niyato-rdgah, 349 
Sumatlndra-tlrtha, 62 
Sun, 28 

Supra-iogieal, 17, 18, 19, 22, 401, 409, 
410, 439, 442 

Supra-rational, 410, 412, 428 
siirabhi-candana, 114 
Sure^vara, 94, 275 
Surottama-tlrtha, 169, 172 n, 
Suvarna-siitra , 363, 365366*367, 
379 

suk$ma, 438, 439, 440, 442 
suksmavasthadakfana-tac-ckaktih* 405 
surya-mdrga , 52 

138, 148, 325 

svabhava, 31 , 47 , 333 , 334 
Svabhu, 37 x 
svacchanda-cinmaya , 42 
sva~dharma-vartitva , 9 
sva-gata> 160 
sva-jnaiia-purvaham , 439 
sva-kriyd~vyaghdtafy f 190, 191 
Svapnesvara, 350*1. 
sva-prakdraka-vrtti-visayatva'M eva 
driyatvam, 216 
svaprakdsa, 106, 309, 436 
svaprakdiatvena bhdvayogdt, 106 
sva-rasika-visvasasydvasyakatvdn na 
sarvata iankd, 194 
svarga, 333 
Svarga khanda, 36 «. 
svarupa, 11, 1x9, 124, 332, 410 
svarnpasthhitayd eva saktyd, 396 
svarupa-hhutam , 158 
svarilpa-bhUta-sakti ) 17 
svarUpa-bhUtdh, 151, 158 
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Svarupa Datnodara, 384 
svarupa-laksana , 123, 422 
svai'iipa-matifi , 158 
svarupa-may d, 314 
Svarupa-nirnaya-tlkd , 56 
svarupa-siddha, 423 
Svarupasimha, 377 
svarUpasya sva-vedyatvat, 124 
svarupa-sakti, 15, i6*i,, 21, 22, 398,400 
svarupa-faktyd nanda, 431 
svariipa-saktydvifkdrana, 410 
svarUpatah , 439 
svarUpa-yogyata , 357 
svarUpdnanda, 431 
svarUpe?ia, 207 
svatah-prtfmdriya, 168, 171 
svatantra , 150 181 

svatantrd bhivyaktimattvam kila kar- 
yatvarn , 443 
Svatantrdlekhana , 377 
Svayambhu, 371 
mdbhavika , 398 
svdbhaviki , 431 
Svlimmya§taka, 373 
Svctmi-stotra, 377 
svdrtha , 201 
svcirtha-paricckitti , 166 
svatyantd-bhaxm-dhikarane eva pratf* 
yamdriatvam, 210 
svopakhyah kaicid dharma(i t 217 
Sylhet, 395 
Syllogism, 200 
Sahara, 2 
&abara~bhd$ya, 3 
iabda, 176 

iabda-tanmatra, 27, 3S, 41 
SacI Devi, 38s 

Saivaism and Minor Religious Systems , 
Si 

Saiva Sdstra, 57 

13, 37, 39, 41, 43, 44, 150, 153, 
323 

saktimdn, 13 
iama, 10, 151 
Sambhu, 371 

Sankara, 17, 52, 53, 60, 93, 94, iox, 
103, to8, 112, 113, 1^7, ^9, 130, 

131, 132, 133, 134, 135, 136, *37, 

138, 140, 144, 145, 146, X47, 148, 

*75, 176, 179, 322, 325, 328, 341, 

342, 348, 353, 359, 397, 447 
Sankara Vedanta, 158*1,, 365 
tfankara-bijaya, 56 

^arikarite, 16, 69, 70, 98,116, 124* 125, 
175, 204, 215, 218, 220, 221 > 224, 
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228, 230, 231, 232, 237, 245, 256, 

259, 260, 261, 262, 264, 266, 268, 

269, 270, 271, 277, 279, 280, 281, 

282, 289, 290, 293, 298, 299, 300, 

304, 305, 328, 361, 364, 369, 373, 

377 , 39 i 
tanka, 191 

Sankci-nwrtti-dvdra, 193 
Sankha-cakra-dhdrana-vdda y 3 79 
sarandgati, 425 
sarandpatti , 425 
iarlrasya vi$e$a~vrtti\i , 39 w. 

Sarma, NSgaraja, 54 w. 

Satasloka-Uka, 56 
SatSnanda, 53 
Sauca, 9, 151 
Saury a , 151 
Sdlagrama Hid, 371 
Santa, 392, 432 
Santi, 313 k. 

Santipur, 386, 387, 395 
ddnlo, 332 
Sandilya, 350 
Sariditya-siitra, 330, 380 
Sandilya-sutra-bhakti, 349, 350 
Sdstra^dipikd, 3 w. 
sdstras, 52, 93, 128, 151, 321, 346 
sdstrayonitvdt, 325, 326 
Sdstrdrthaniriiparia, 346 
Sdstrdrtha-prakarana, 374 
Stistrartha-prakarana-nibandha , 380 
Sikh! Mahiti, 388 
Siksadasaka, 394 
Sik§dpdtra , 380, 381 
Siva, 52 

8 ; Medhatithi on, 7 
Sobhana Rhatta, 53, 91, 92 
sraddha , 9, 350, 420 
Sraddhaprakarana, 373 
Srantanldhi, 383 
iravatia, 103 
Sri Caitanya, 448 
&•?, 157*. 

Sridevadasana, 383 

Sridbara, 10, 11, 12, 26 w., 27^., 46 n ., 
381, 382, 386, 387, 399 , 405 
Sridhara-svami, 1 
Srldhara Sarma, 373 
§r!har§a, 115, 191 n., 192, 194 
Srikantba, 383 
Srikanthagarbha, 383 
Srlkr^na, 447 
Srikurma , 51 

Srtmad-bhagavata, 31, 386 
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Sri Madhva and Madhvaisrn , 54/1. 
SrinStha, 2 
SrMtha Bhafta, 375 
Srinivasa, i, 59, 62, 64, 65, 87, 89, 90, 
98, 101, 102, 178, 237, 246 
Srinivasa Pandita, 386 
Sriniv§sa-tirtha, 64, 90 
Sripadaraja, 62 
Srlrama Pandita, 383 
Srlrangam, 383, 388 
Sri-rupa, 389 
Srl-tupa GosvamI, 388 
Sri Sarvottama-stotra, 374 
SrlvSsa, 387, 395 
SrlvSsa Pandita, 385 
Sruti, 78, 86, 97> 361, 363 

Srutisdra, 373 
Srngdra-rasa-mandana, 377 
Srngeri Monastery, 53, 54 
subhada, 433 
Suddhd bhakti , 392 
Suddhadvaita, 383 
Snddhadvaita-martanda, 377 
Suddhddva.ita-parik$kdra, 381 
suddho na bhati, 105 
sukapak$lya, 1 
Suklambara, 387 
Sudras, no 
sUnya, 69, 70, 136, 312 
mnyatva-rupinl, 42 
sunyavadins , 69 
Svetdsvatara , 129 n. 

SvetaSvatara Upani$ad , 38, 136, 137 

SySmala, 381 

Syamalal Gosvami, 13 n> 

Sydmasdstrl, 92 
SyamSnanda, 438 

Sasti-tantra, 36, 37, 38, 39 , 45» as 
described in Akirbudhnya, 39 
Satpadi, 377 

Sat-sandarbha , 12 n., 13 n,, 1 5 «,., 2 in<, 
22n., 346, 353w., 380, 396400, 
401, 402, 403, 404, 406, 408, 411, 
412, 4 * 3 > 415 , 427 
Sattattva, 56 

SodaSa-grantha, 374, 375, 380 
Sodasa-grantha-vivrti, 379 

tacchesatatmakaprahhavenaivoddlpta, 

413 

Tactile, 226 

tad-avisaya-yogyatdtirobhdva , 366 
tadvinana sthdturn asaktih, 356 
tad~vi$Qyatvam eva tadakdratvam , 216 
taijasa , 35, 41, *57, 3*5 «• 
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"^^0d-ahamkdra t 27, 36 
Taittirlya Upani$ad, 98, 131, 375, 381 
Taittiriya~upani$ad-hhd$ya , 55 
Taittirlya -srutTvdrttika~tlka, 55 
J'alavahcim-bhdsya , 90 
Talavakara-bhavya-flkd, 90 
Talavakdra-khanddrtha~pmkd£ikd, 90 
Talavakara-tippani , 90 
tamiu, 31, 37, 40, 156, 157, 328, 334, 
342 , 343 , 37 °, 397 , 490, 414, 4*7 
tanmdtras, 24, 31, 35, 37, 4$, *47» *5$ 
tantra , 39 /2, 

Tantra-dlpika, 61, 62 
Tantra~sara-mantroddhara y 88 
Tantra-sara-samgraha , 55, 88 
Tantra - mrokta-pujavidhi , 88 
tantusu pata~sarnvdyah f 154 
tapas, 9 

Taranginly 209, 211, 217, 222 
taf&a, 188 189, 190, 19*, *9^, * 93 , 

194,195,196,199, 202, 203; as stated 
by Vyasa-tlrtha, 196; in Madhya, 
Stihar^a and Vyasa-tirtha on, 193-6 
Tarka-bhdsya, 189 
Tarka-dHpika , 189 

Tarka-tdndava , 168 w., 171 w., 172 w., 
173 n., 184, 187, *9$, *93, 194, 200 
tar has ca dvividho samsaya-parisodhako 
vydpti-grdhakai ca t 1 95 «. 
tasmad aikya-buddhyalambana-rupam 
yat praUyate } 404 
Taste-potential, 35 
tat tw samam)aydt } 128, 328 
tat ttwtt an, 81, 397 
fdttaa, 334 

Tattva-cintamanl , 170, 171, 187, 195, 
199 n. 

Tattvddtpana, 346, 347 373 

Tattva-dlpa‘-prakd$a > 351 
taUva-jndna , 416 
Tattva-muktdkalj&pa, 95 
Tattva-nirnaya , 168 
Tattva-pradlpa , non. 
Tattva-pradlpikd , x, 179 
Tattva-prakattka , 61, 62, 94, 101, 104, 
122, 147 

Tattva-prakasika-bhava-bodha , xo 1 
Tattva-prakd&kd-gata-nydya-vivarana> 
101 

Tattva-prakdiika-tippani, 61 
Tattva~prak dsikd-vdkydr tha-manjarl, 
62 

Tattva~samkhyana t 35, 64, 65, 66,150, 
*57 

Tattva-sandarbha, 14 n., 16, x8, 438 


tattva-suddki, 158, 218 n. 
tattvato-parinamah) 22 
Tattva-viveka 9 55, 64, 65 
Tattvdrthadlpa > 348, 374*2., 379 
Tattvoddyota , 55, 64, 66, 69, 70/2, 
tatastha, 124, 408, 410 
tala$tha~lak§ana , 122, 124, 422 
tapastha-sakti, 14, 21, 124, 393 , 39$, 
408, 410, 421 
tdddtmya , 107, 330, 340 
ta/wasa, 29, 35, 4*» *56, *57, '*75 

tdmasa~ahamkdra f 27 
tdmasa guna t 44 

Td?nraparnl-frlnivd$dcarya t 60, 62, 90 
tdrkikdbhimaia-paramdnuto, 313 n. 
Tdtparya-bodhinly 59 
Tdtparya-candrika, 62, 101, 104, 109, 
112, i2i, 122, 124, 129, 133134, 
1 35 , 138, i4J» *43» 156 
Tdtparya-candrikd-nydya-mvarana, 

62 

T dtpayya-candrikd-prakdia , 62 
Tdtparya-candrikoddharana-nydya- 
vvuaratydy 62 
T dtp ary a - dlpikd y 1 

Tatparya~dipikd-vyahkyd~nyaya~dlpa-‘ 
kiranavaliy 60 

Tdtparya-prakdhkd-bhava-bodha, 61 
Tdtpary a~prakd&ikd~gata~nydy a - 
vivaratta , 61 

Tdtparya-tikdy in, 11212., 166«*, 193 

T dtpary a-pip parti, 60 

t^, 31, 43, 92, 158, 373, 375 

Telugu, 375 

Telugu Brahmins, 371 

Testimony, 202; Vyasa-tlrtha on, 203 

Texts, 99 

Theistic yo#a, 34 

Thought-activity, 41 

Time, 26, 27?*., 31, 156, 182, 332 

Time-moments, 26 

Time-sense, 26 

Time-units, 332 

Timmanrm Bhatfca, 89 

TimmannScftrya, 62, 64, 101 

tippanl, 93 

tirobhdva , 340, 366, 367 
titikfdy 151 
Tt-rtha, 380 
to/, 386 

traikalika-badhyatvay 255 
Transcendant nature, 48 
Transcendence of God, 88 
Travancore, 388 
Trinity doctrine, 93 


Index 



Trivandrum, 53 
Trividhanamdvah , 381 
Trivikrama, 52 

Trivikrama Panclita, 54, 91, xox 
Truth, 126, 224 
Truthfulness, 28 
Tuluva, 52 
turiya , 315 n. 
tu$ti y 39 n. 

Udayana, 192, 196, 199, 326 
Udaypur, 377 
uddharaiia, 345 
udaharanopanaya, 202 
udbhuta-riipatvaty 243, 341 
Uddhava, 45 

UddhavadSsa Madhava, 388 
Uddhava-diita, 394 
Uddyotakara, 176177178 
Udlpi, 52 , 53) 93( 372 
udvega, 257, 357 
ujjvala , 43372. 

Ujjvala-rillamaniy 394, 433 w. 

Ujjvala-nllamani-tlka, 394 
Ujjvala-rasa-kattd, 394 
Ultimate cause, 315 
Ultimate knowledge, 219 
Ultimate reality, 427 
Unconditional, 185 
Unconditional antecedent, 340 
Unconditional invariability, 97 
Unconditioned, 378 
Unfailing relation, 197, 198 
Unhappiness, 4 
Uniformity of nature, 195 
Unity, 79, 135 
Universal, 152 , 221, 222 
Universal body, 314 
Universal coexistence, 191 
Universal negation, 66 
Universal sincerity, 354 
Universe, 332 
Unreal, 22 
Upade$a-vi§aya~ianka~ nirdsa-vaday 379 
Upadehimrtay 394 
Upadi$asahasra-nkd y 55 
upajivakay 77 
upajlvycty 363 
upalabdhiy 143 , 166, 176 
upamdnay 345 
upamitiy 338 
upanaya, 151, 345 

Upani^ads, 96, 97, 98, 122, 128, 129, 
* 34 , 139 , H2, 145* i' 79 , 320, 321, 


326, 363. 3^8, 369, 370, 382, 391, 
414, 442 

Upanisad-dipikfiy 379 
Upani$a t-pras th ana , 55 
upapatti-dosa y 202 
upddana, 21, 138, 328, 330 
updddna-karanay 138, 150, 330, 341, 

403 

updddnamsay 24 

upddhiy 60, 70, 83, 85, 86, 95, 96, 147, 
193 , 198, 19935 °» 370 
Upadhi-khandana, 55, 64, 65 
Upadhi-khandan a-vyakhyd-vivaranay 

64 

upadheh pra tib im ba-pak$apa titvam t 287 

upasandy 316, 323 

Utility, 406 

Utkala, 447 

U tkalikd-vallarly 394 

utsargay 190 n. 

Utsava-pratdna , 379, 380 
uttama, 433 

uttama-madhyamddhama ,161 
uttara> 432 
Uttara-mimdmsdy 3 24 
uha y 188 n. 

Urddhva~pundra~dha ra na-vada ,379 

Vacuity, 153 
vahni-vydpya , 152 n. 
vaidharmyay 180 
vaidhly 424, 425, 426, 435 
vaidhl-bhakli , 424, 426, 435, 442 
Vaidyanatha, 372 
vaijdtya , 190 
vaikdrikay 27, 41, 157 
vaikdrika ahamkdra t 35, 41 
Vaikunthay 15, 313, 397, 398, 400 
vaikurithadi-svarupa-vaibhava-rupenay 
398 

vailakfanya, 117 
vairdgyay 40, m, 391, 417 
vairtigya-mtira, 353, 354 
Vaih'dnaray 135 

Vaise§ika t 150, 153, 176, 177, 

325 

Vaihpka Siitras , 176 
Vaipiava-puranaSy 57 
Vai$nava religion, 434 
Vai?nava-tosinl, 2 

Vai?navas, 17, 36, 98, 384, 393, 400, 
401, 405, 407 , 4 ° 9 » 432 
Vaisrtavism, 20, 388, 393, 400 
Vai?navism t Saivaism and Minor Re¬ 
ligious Systems , 51, 54 n. 
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Valid cognition, 276 
Valid knowledge, 278 
Validity, 75, 169, 171, 186, 25 3, 

346 

Validity of memory, 163 
Vallabha, 1, 2, 320, 321, 3^3, 3^4, 3 ^ 7 , 
328, 329, 330, 346, 350, 35r, 352, 

355 , 356 , 357 , 359 , 361, 363, 367, 

37 i, 373 , 374 , 375 , 376, 377 , 380, 

381, 383, 384; bhakti its classifica¬ 

tion, 353; bhakti its fruits, 355; 
bhakti, obstacles to, 357; the concept 
of bhakti, 346 ff.; concept of bhakti 
compared with that of the Bhclga - 
vata-purdna and other literature, 
346 ff.; Vallabha (Gopesvarji) con¬ 
cept of bhakti , 350 ff. ; his concept of 
pusti-bhaktiy 354 \bhakti and the rasas, 
352 ff.; method of the attainment of 
bhakti , 354; bhakti and the meta¬ 
physical doctrine of monism, 348-9; 
bhakti and. prerna, 355-6; disciples 
and works, 373 ft’.; life of, 371; his 
opposition to monistic satiny asa, 
356; his outlook of the Upani§ads, 
326; Vedanta categories according 
to, 332 ff.; Vedantic categories dis¬ 
cussed and criticized, 332-6; inter¬ 
pretation of the Vedanta by his 
followers, 358ff.; his view con¬ 
trasted with that of Ny§ya and 
VijMna-bhiksu, 326-7; Vi§nusvaml, 
relation with, 382; as interpreted by 
Vitthala, 363 ff. 

Vallabha (Puru$ottama), arthdpatti or 
implication, 345; causality, nature 
of, 341; distinction between instru¬ 
ment and cause, 340; doubt, 337-8; 
inference, 344-5; indeterminate and 
determinate knowledge, 337-8; right 
knowledge as perception and in¬ 
ference, 339-40; perceptual ex¬ 
perience, 341 *2; illusory perception, 
nature of, 343; doctrine of mdyd 
explained by, 330-1; pramdnas, 
treatment of, 336 ff. 

Vallabha Bhafta, 388 
Vallabka-dig-vijaya, 383 n. 

Vallabha GosvSml’s Prapanca-sams&ra - 
bheda, 362 
Vallabha-Misra, 386 
Vallabhacarya, 2 

Vallabha?taka, 358, 374, 377, 380 


Yanamall, 87 
Variga, 93: 

Varadaraja, 59, 3x4 
Vardhamana, 192, 193, 196, 393 
varna , 150 

vas tufas tu sabdajanya-vrtti-visayat- 
vatn eva drsyatvam , 2x6 
V&caspati, 94, 104, X05, 107, 134, 193, 
195, 220, 287, 288 
vdcdrambhanam , 82 
vada, 65 
Vcidakatka , 38:1 
Vadavali, 359 n., 360, 362*1. 

Vadiraja, 62, 64, 87, 175 
Vadirajasvami, 59 
Vddlndra, 53 
Vagbhata, 53 
Vaglsa-tlrtha, 56 
vdk, 148 

Vahyasudha-tlkd, 5 5 
vdkyanumdna , 3 
Viikycirtha-candrika , 102 
Vakydrtha-muktavail, 62 
Vamadeva , 27 
Vamana, 53 

vdsand, 43, 45, 150, 364 
Vasudeva, 2, 27> 38, 54 , 57 , *55, 3*3 n., 
314, 387 

Vasudeva Datta, 386 
Vasudha, 393 
vatsalya, 392, 432 
Vatsyayana, 178, 188, 432 
Vdtsyciyana-bhasya , 189 w. 
vdyu, 52, 88, 93, 131, 135, 137, 155 
Vedagarbhanarayana cSrya, 59 
Vedanidbi-tlrtha, 56 
Vedas, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 48, 63, 66, 76, 108, 
in, 127, *34, *39, *63, 197, 203, 
254» 3*2, 320, 346, 363, 365, 377, 
423, 425 ; smrti, relation, 5 
Vedas tutikdrikd , 373 
Vedavy&sa-tlrtha, 56 
Vedanta, 49, 52, 101, 105, 106, 107, 
125, 138, 158, 169, 320, 326, 327, 
342, 361, 383, 397 
Vedanta-candrika, 373 
Vedanta-kaumusi , 158, 239 
Veddnta-kdranamdld, 380 
Veddnta-Syamantaka , 438 
Vedanta-varttika , 56 
Veddntadhikar ana mala, 381 
Vedantic texts, 105, 323 
Vedftntist, 194 
Vedandsts, 80, 240, 247 
Vede 3 a-bhik$u, 64, 65, 90 
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Vedic commands, 2, 3, 5 
Yedic deeds, 7, 35s 
Vedic dharma , 7 
Vedic duties, 7, 355 
Vedic hymns, 55 

Vedic injunctions, 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 11 
Vedic observances, 102, 103 
Vedic performances, 37 
Vedic rituals, 3, 4 
Vedic sacrifices, 2 
Vedic testimony, 226 
Vedic texts, 5, 74 
Venkapa, 95 
Venkata Bhafta, 388 
Venkatadrisuri, 64 
Venkoba Rap, G,, 92 
Verbal cognition, 215 
Verbal knowledge, 336, 338 
Verification, 193 
Vrndavna, 372 
Vetravatl, 372 
vibhaktatvdt , 221 
Vibrations, 132W. 

Vibratory, 40 
Vicious circle, 83, 249, 284, 287, 
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Vicious infinite, 23, 63, 81, 85, 104, 
193, 244 250, 254, 260 
Vidagdhamadhava, 394 
Vidv ana-man dana, 363, 365, 36711., 
370 n., 379, 381 

VidyHdhirSja BhattopadhySya, 61 
VidySdhiraja-tlrtha, 56, 102 

Vidyadhlsa-tTrtha, 56, 62, 64, lor 
VidySnidhi, 56, 148, 387, 448 
Vidyapati, 389 
vulya-sthdna, 18 8 n. 
vidya-sakti , 12 
Vijaya, 53, 31811. 386 
Vijaya Bha^a, 53 
Vijayadhvaja-tTrtha, t 
Vijaya-dhvajl, 24 n. 

Vijayanagara, 371, 373, 394 
Vijay!ndra, 64, 65, 87, 9511., 96«., 98, 

99 n.y 100, 101 

Vijaylndra -pardjay a , 95, 96 n., 99«., 

100 n. 

vijnana , 9, 20, 27 146, 406 

Vijftana-bhik§u, 367 
vijiidnamaya , 136 
vijndna-tattva, 157 n. 
vikalpa, 158, 336 
vikdra, 32 n., 36r 
vik$epa t 264, 265 



vik$epa - sakti, 24 n . 
vilaya , 157 

Vildpakusum dnja li, 3 94 
Vilva-maiigala, 383, 389 
vinaya , 9 

Vindication, 19511. 
viparyaya , 176, 178, 189, 338 
Virtue, 2, 40 
Visual organs, 342 
Visual perception, 191, 252 
Vi&ila, 372 
VisSarada Pandita, 385 
«*&*<*, 18, 127, 150, 153, 182,, 183,442, 
447 

visesabhdva, 272 
vite$ a-vikalpa, 183 
viie§ya, 175 
visitfa, 150 
visifta-bduddhi, 338 
visiftatd, 153 
visuddhadvaita , 382 
Vtiva, 31511. 

Visvanagara, 372 
Viiyanfitha, 189, 190, 351 
Vi6van&tha Cakravartl, r 
Visvandtha-vrtti, 18811., 189, 190 
Vi&vartipa, 190, 385 
VUvesvara, 2 
Vi^veivara-tSrtha, 90 
m$aya, no, 113 
vi§ayatd, 170 
vifaya-iydga, 10 

visaydnandabrahmdnanddpek$ayd bha- 
jandnandasya mahdttvat , 357 
Vi$noh, 315 

19, 37, 40, 41, 53, 57, 58, 61, 
65. 71. 89, 92, 102, 103, II IB., 122, 
I2S, 131, 132. 133. 136, 137. 138, 
i+5. 376 
Vi§nucitta, 371 
Vimudharmattara , 9 tu 
Vi§nukranta, 53 
Vi§numangala, 53, 54, 65 
Vi§nu Pandita, 386 
VignupriyS, 386 

Vmu-purana t 16, 34, 361*., 75, 349, 
350 , 39 * > 405 , 423 , 427 
Vi$nu Pur!, 2 

Vimusakasrandma-bhdfya, 5 5 
vipiu-sarfikalpa-coditdt, 37 
Vi$nu-sakti , 390, 442 
Vi§nusvamin, 1,12,347, 37 * > 3&b 3^3> 
447 

Vipw-tattiva-nirnaya, 55, 64, 74, 78, 
87, 172*1. 


WMSTq 



Index 



tattva-nirnaya-tlkopanydsa, 87 
%nu - tattva-nirnaya- tippanl, 87 
Vipiu-tattva-prahdsa, 87 
Visnuto§m? } 394 
vitandd, 65 

Vitiating conditions, 198, 199 
Vifthala, 363, 369, 372, 373 * 374 , 375 , 
377, 379, 380, 381; interpretation of 
Vallabha's ideas, 363 ff. 

Vitthala fihatia, 64 
Vitthala-suta- 3 rTnivasa, 62 
Vitthalasutananda-tlrtha, 62, 87 
Vittbala-suta-^rlnivasacarya, 60 
Vifthalacarya-sunu, 39 
Vivarana , 117, 141, 238, 249, 265, 275, 
276, 277 , 295 , 2 97 > 373 
vivaria , no, 134, 3^8, 309, 405 
vivartakdraya, 362 
Vivekadhairyydiraya , 373, 376 
Vivekadhairyydsraya-tika, 377 
flfyogo, 39 »« 

Vlrabhadra, 393 
Vlrachand, 393 
Viramitrodaya , $n. } On., Hn. 
Viramitrodaya~paribhd§dprakclJa, 5 
6«. 

itfrytf, 42, 43 
Vrndavana, 89 
VfjndSvanad&sa, 384, 385 
Vrndavana Gosvaml, 2 
Vfddhanagara, 372 

vrtti, 8, 106, 148, 188, 219, 232, 234, 

236, 239, 34 °, Hi, 242, 244, 245 , 

246, 248, 258, 259, 262, 263, 265, 

266, 267, 274, ^75, * 77 > 278, 281, 

29h 310, 341, 343 
vrtti~jfidna> 276, 290 
Vrttikara, 53, 134 
vr tt*-knowledge, 277, 278, 282 
vrtti modification, 221 
vyabhicdra , 189 
vyabhicdri bhdva , 353 
vyaktdvyakta, 43 
vyakti , 132 rc., 143 
vyasana , 356 
vya§ti-k$etrajna, 402 
vyavahdrxka , 73, 80, 115, 116, 120, 
142, 204, 281, 299 , 300, 304 
Vyaya, 387 
vyaghata, 190, 192 
Vydkhyd-sarkard, 178 w. 
Vydkhyana-vivarana t 94 
vydpaka , 197 
vydpara , 197, 341 
vyapdravad a^ddhdranam, 340 


151, 152, 184, 185, 187, 190, 
197; its nature, 197-8 ; VySsa-tlrtha 
on its nature, 199 
vydpti-grdhaka , 195 «. 
vydpti-smarana , 200 
Vyasa, 30, 53, 54 
Vydsa-bhdsya, 35 w., 36 
Vydsa^snifti, $n. 

Vyasa-tlrtha, 56, 59, 62, 63, 65, 90, 

134, 135, 141, 195, 196, 199 , 202, 

203, 204, 209, 222, 223, 224, 226, 

227, 228, 229, 230, 231, 270, 279, 

282, 292, 293/ 294, 298, 448 
vyilhas, 27 413 , 

Waking state, 267 
Whole, 153 
Wilson, H. H., 54 n. 

Wisdom, 40, 347 

World-appearance, n> 17, 63, 73, 205, 
207, 213, 214, 217, 224, 229, 230, 
247, 248, 249, 250, 251, 252, 253, 
254, 301, 303; VySsa-ttrtha's view 
of, 302 if.; its indefinability cri¬ 
ticized, 301 ff. 

World-creation, 359 
World-events, 412 
World-experience, 25, 32, 256 
World-illusion, 25* 

World objects, 221, 232, 233, 248 
World-soul, 417 
Wrangling, 65 

Yadupati, 1, 59, 62, 64, 65, 89, 102 
Yajtts, 128 
yama, 424 

YamakaMdrata, 55, 89 

yamasy 354 

Yamunottrl, 372 
yathd prameyatvam , 198 
Yathartha , 161, 165 
yathartham pramdnaniy 160, 167 
Yati-pranava-kalpa, 55 
YSdavaprakasa, 53 
Yadav&dri, 372 
Yajfian&r&yapa Bhafta, 371 
Yajfiavalkya, 10 
Ydjfiavalkya-smrti, 188 
Yajpur, 387 

Yamund$taka } 373, 37S, 3 ?b, 394 
Ydmundstaka-vivfti , 377 
ydvat;-svd&‘aydnumili-grdhyatvam i 169 

yoga, Sn., 10, 16 w., 27, 28, 30, 33, 39, 
128, 347 , 350, 400, 433 
yoga-maydy 16 ■«., 400 
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Yaga-sUtra, 3 g»., 275 

Yogasatakavyakhyana, 394 

Yoga-vdrttika , 27 n, 

yoge viyogavrtti-prema , 350 

Yogi Gope^vara, 380, 381 

Yogins, 153, x8i, 182, 311, 3 *^> 4 <x> 

Yogi-yftjnavalkya, &n. 


yogo , 39 «• 

yogyatti, 20, 292, 311 
Yonagiri, 383 
yujir yoge , 30 
■j>w/ samadhu, 30 

Yukti-malUkd , 168, 169, 172, 175, 313 
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